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Week 1: Drawing on a deep well within our

7 community and ourselves.
Ell]l oot We are surrounded by our community and we know
X Month o Avakening e Soul . that together, we have wisdom, strength, and love
% that will help us rise up. We search within ourselves

for those reserves, and we open our eyes and look
around at those who are on the journey alongside us.

Week 2: Being there for one another

By Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin | | Having acknowledged that we are part of a

) ) ) ) community, we now search for ways we can support
This year is our congregation's 50th anniversary one another and receive help. What tools and gifts

and we are rejoicing in being together. In are you bringing on this journey? What do you need
Gematria, 50 is a number of completion of a cycle | | from others in order to keep going?

(Jubilee), release, liberation, turning to the future.
We can acknowledge the dislocation and rage of Week 3: Forging a new path together

this moment in our history, but we can also lean We know that we have others on which to rely, and
into the fact that our joy, as Jews and as LGBTQ+ | | we have chosen to step up for one another. Now, we
people, is a form of resistance. plot out our course for the future. Circumstances
necessitate that we try new things and leave some of
As we approach the month of E/u/ and another the past behind. Let us together decide the best
High Holy Day season, we strive to make this ways to move forward, and begin walking that path.
time of year meaningful and inspiring. Though
the world around us can be at times frightening Week 4: Moving forward through difficulty
and heartbreaking, this sacred community is Our path forward may not be an easy one, there is
something in which to take comfort, and no denying that. But our only true choice is to move
something to celebrate. The work of E/ul and the forward into the unknown. We may wish for things
High Holy Days is to get back in touch with our to be as they once were, but we cannot ignore
authentic self and bring it to the fore. It is to reality. With everything we have learned and
check in on one’s personal and spiritual growth, experienced, we continue through this year and this
and make the necessary changes to be the life.

reflection of the Holy One that we are.

For the month of Elul, we are focusing on the Bet Mishpachah

themes of growth and evolution. We wish to enter September Highlights and Beyond

the year with a sense of hope and belonging. We Friday, September Sth—Women’s Outreach pot luck

have created a sacred congregation, which has Saturday, September 13th—S"lichot

been growing and evolving over 50 years. Itis a Sunday, September 14th—Gil Hovav, speaker

place the brings hope to the LGBTQ+ Jewish and brunch

community and is also a place where people can Friday, September 19th—Simchat Shabbat

feel welcome and open. We celebrate this Friday, October 3rd—Challah baking and speaker

milestone and use this month to investigate who for Cancer Awareness Month

we want to be moving into the future. We Saturday, October 11th—pot luck and Havdala

structure the month so that we can do this work in the Sukka

step by step, and so that we can see a path Tuesday, October 14th—Simchat Torah celebration

forward. Wednesday, October 15th—Rabbi’s Class
Saturday, October 25th—Bet Mishpachah Gayla

Washington DC’s Egalitarian Synagogue Embracing a Diversity of Sexual and Gender Identities
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These are the closing moments of Elul,
The Hebrew month of preparation.
These are the final minutes of expecta-
tion,

Building toward the thunderous Shofar blast of awakening.
There are the moments of S lichot.

S’lichot is forgiveness; it is the prerequisite for a New Year.
But what is “forgiveness?” How is it mastered?
With whom is it shared?

Forgiveness is the courage to let go.

One does not need to pardon another; one lets go oneself,

Thus allowing pain received and sustained, hurt inflicted and imposed
To settle and the true Self to rise.

by Rabbi Rami M. Shapiro
S’lichot service, Chadeish Yameinu page 9

On the Saturday night before Rosh ha-Shana, we join together for a mov-
ing and powerful Slichot service. We learn from a midrashic work that
King David realized that the Temple in Jerusalem would be destroyed,
and so he instituted a service asking for forgiveness. In our days, this
service includes poetic pleas for mercy from G-d, the recitation of G-d’s
13 attributes (as found in the book of Exodus), the sounding of

the Shofar, and melodies that we associate with High Holy Days. These
are melodies that we have not heard for at least a year, and they tell us
that the High Holy Days are upon us. The S lichot service is a way to pre-
pare ourselves for the 10 Days of Repentance, and to get us into the
mood of the High Holy Days. The Torah covers are changed to white as
we also prepare our prayer space for the coming days. We will join to-
gether in the evening to reflect, repent, and be with our community.

Join us for discussion, services and of course, refreshments!
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Instagram:
@betmishpachah
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www.facebook.com/betmish
www.facebook.com/groups/Betmish
(This is a private, monitored group
where you can have

conversations with

other members).

Youtube:
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As part of our speaker series in
honor of our 50th year, please
join us on Sunday, September
14th at 1:00 pm at the Edlavitch
DCJCC, for an exciting in-
person lecture about the revival
of Hebrew as a modern lan-
guage. The speaker is Gil Hovav, great-grandson of
Eliezer Ben-Yehuda. Ben-Yehuda was the driving force
behind the incredible rebirth of a "dead" language.

Gil Hovav is an Israeli TV presenter, culinary jour-
nalist, restaurant critic, and author. The Jewish Chroni-
cle described him as "Israel's most famous television
chef and cookery-book writer."

Hebrew was practically dead for 2000 years. The
man who revived it almost single-handedly was Eliezer
Ben Yehuda, one of the founding fathers of Zionism. Gil
Hovav, his great grandson, tells the story of this unprec-
edented miracle through the little secrets that were kept
by his family for more than a hundred years. Gil will
also address the topic of how the language is evolving to
include the non-binary.

Sponsored by Bet Mishpachah, the LGBTQ+ syna-
gogue of the Nation's Capital, which is celebrating its
50th anniversary this year.

For more information and to RSVP, please email
programs@betmish.org. RSVP is required.

The Board of Directors is soliciting suggestions
for the recipient of this year’s Dace Stone Award.
The award will be presented during our annual
volunteer Shabbat service.

The Dace Stone Award commemorates our own
former member, Dace Stone, z "/, who passed
away over twenty years ago, way too young. She
worked tirelessly for over twenty years to fight and
help conquer HIV/AIDS here in DC since its earli-
est days. Despite her own seriously declining
health, she never gave up the fight and we note
that when many others “ran away from the dis-
ease,” Dace always reached out to help those in
need at the Whitman Walker Clinic and elsewhere

We honor someone from our Bet Mishpachah
community annually to who has enhanced the lives
of our members.

Please submit your suggestions to Jeff Kahn at
congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Jewish_Chronicle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Jewish_Chronicle
mailto:programs@betmish.org
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Please join us for dinner and dancing
in celebration of the

50 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

of

Bet Mishpachah
nNown Nn'a
Hosted by Emmy award-winning comedian and activist
JUDY GOLD

October 25, 2025
6:30 PM - 10:30 PM

Washington Hebrew Congregation
3935 Macomb St. N.W.
Washington, D.C.

Righ Rely Day Schecdule 2025

Monday, September 22nd, Erev Rosh ha-Shana 1,
8:00 pm: Ruth Potts and Larry Neff co-lead, with
Robyn Helzner as Hazzanit and Rabbi Jake Singer-
Beilin as Darshan. John Kaboff, cello. In-person Sign
Interpretation.

Tuesday, September 23rd, Rosh ha-Shana
Morning 1, 10:00 am: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and
Alex Carter co-lead, with Robyn Helzner as Hazzanit,
Larry Neff as Torah Reader and Ruth Potts as Dar-
shanit. John Kaboff, cello.

Tuesday, September 23rd, Tashlich Service,
3:00 pm: at the P Street Beach (P Street and 23rd St
NW).

Wednesday, September 24th, Rosh ha-Shana
Morning 2, 10:00 am: Jeff Burka and Paula Morris co-
lead with Robyn Helzner as Hazzanit, Marc Bernstein as
Darshan and Jeff Burka as Torah Reader.

Friday, September 26", Erev Shabbat Shuva,
8:00 pm: Mindy Gasthalter and Alex Carter co-lead.

Saturday, September 27", Shabbat Shuva,
10:00 am: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin.

Wednesday, October 1st, Kol Nidrei,

7:00 pm: Rachel Hamberger and Scott Reiter co-lead,
with Robyn Helzner as Hazzanit and Rabbi Jake Singer-
Beilin as Darshan. John Kaboff, cello.

Thursday, October 2", Yom Kippur Morning
Service, 10:00 am: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Vin-
ny Prell co-lead, with Robyn Helzner as Hazzanit and
Eva Freund as Darshanit. John Kaboff, cello.

Thursday, October 2nd, Martyrology/ Yizkor
Service, 12:30 pm: Elke Martin and James Radack co-
lead with Robyn Helzner, Hazzanit. John Kaboff, cello

Thursday, October 2nd, Rabbi’s Study Session, 3:00
pm: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin teaches.

Thursday, October 2nd, 5:00 pm, Mincha Service:
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Mindy Gasthalter co-lead
with Robyn Helzner as Hazzanit and Scott Reiter, Torah
Reader. In-person Sign Interpretation.

Thursday, October 2nd, N’ila/Havdala, 6:00 pm:
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Paula Morris co-lead with
Robyn Helzner as Hazzanit. In-person Sign Interpreta-
tion.

Thursday, October 2nd, 7:00 pm, Break-the-Fast (by
pre-registration).
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D’var Torah for Va’etchanan
By Alfred Munzer, August 8, 2025

Th1s past year there have been countless observances of the
80™ anniversary of the end of World War II and of course of the
end of the Shoah. And tonight, I observe the 80™ Yahrzeit of my
father. I never knew my father. He, along with the rest of our
4§l family, was deported from our home in the Netherlands when I
was less than a year old. He survived long enough to be liberated

_ )’ by the US Army but was so weak and debilitated that he died two
=09 months later, July 25, 1945, corresponding to today’s Hebrew
3 date, 15 Av, and he lies buried in the former Ebensee concentra-
tion camp, high in the beautiful Austrian Alps.

Today’s Parsha, Va’ Etchanan, is one of the richest in the Torah. It contains a powerful restatement of all the essen-
tial principles of the Torah. It calls out the words Shema Yisrael three times. And it includes a repetition of the Ten
Commandments. But to me it is the first few words that have always held a special meaning. It is the heartrending plea
of Moses: “Ve’etchanan el adonai b’eit hahie leymor” “1 pleaded with Adonai at that time, You, who let Your servant
see the first works of Your greatness and Your mighty hand, let me, I pray, cross over and see the good land on the oth-
er side of the Jordan.” They are the words that I can well imagine as having been on the lips of my father as he saw the
dawn of a new world, a new world where he would no longer be seen as a despised Jew, but as a fellow member of the
human family, but a world that he, like Moses standing on Mount Nebo, was only allowed to see from afar.

Exactly 13 years after my father’s death, July 25, 1958, my mother and I stood on the deck of the SS Rijndam and
for the first time saw the Statue of Liberty as she beckoned us into the New World, a world where, my mother especial-
ly, hoped to be free of the memories of the Holocaust and free of the ancient prejudices that still haunted the Old
World. But like the Israelites who came to realize that the Promised Land was not all milk and honey, she and I quickly
learned that America was not immune to the kind of hate that had fueled the Holocaust. As we turned on our brand-
new TV and watched the news, we were horrified to see the images of black children being jeered and cursed and
blocked from attending school. But then, as we heard the words of Martin Luther King, “I have seen the promised
land,” and as we witnessed the unfolding of the civil rights movement, and the power of non-violent protest, we con-
cluded that America might still be worthy of being the “Goldene Medineh.”

But now, 80 years after the solemn pledge “Never Again,” 80 years after the sacrifice tens of millions in freeing the
world of the Nazi terror, we witness an unimaginable resurgence of every form of hate and prejudice; xenophobia,
homophobia, racism, but especially antisemitism. The idea of an America as a safe haven not only for Jews, but also for
people desperately trying to escape persecution is no more. The word deportation was never pretty. But now as we read
and see images of migrants being rounded up and deported without any legal recourse to El Salvador’s notorious
CECOT prison, deportation has taken on the much more sinister meaning it had for my parents and sisters, and for mil-
lions of Jews and other undesirables, during the Nazi era.

Yes, the idea of America, the America of our Declaration of Independence, is under attack, under attack by venom-
ous words often condoned, if not spoken by our supposed leaders, words that incite bigotry and hate, and encourage
violence against anyone perceived as “the other.” The Shoah taught us that words which dehumanize and incite hate
can lead to murder. That is what happened to my sisters killed in Auschwitz. That is what happened in Charlottesville.
That is what happened in Pittsburgh. That is what happened to two beautiful people killed in front of the Capital Jewish
Museum.

And yet, [ do not despair. For the past two weeks [ worked with four amazing young people, Kamil, Ollie, Seraphi-
na and Malia all recent graduates of the US Holocaust Memorial Museum’ s Young Ambassadors Program where they
learned the history and lessons of the Holocaust in depth so as to be prepared to serve as docents for their peers when
they visit the museum. But Kamil, Ollie, Seraphina and Malia took the lessons a step further, to translate the story of
one particular survivor, me in their case, into a work of art, specifically a triptych. To watch them and sometimes guide
them as they ever so gently recreated, not just the events but the feelings of the story of my family during the Holocaust
was nothing short of a spiritual experience.

Today’s Parshah contains the words “Ve ‘etchem Lokach Adonai Veyotseh Etchem Mikur Habarzel Mimitzrayim.
“And Adonai took you and brought you out of Egypt, out of the iron blast furnace, to be G-d’s very own people.” Like-
wise, the generation of our parents was brought out the iron blast furnace of the Shoah to survive and to be G-d’s very
own people. And it now falls to a new generation to live up to the values of being God’s people: to confront evil, to
fight injustice, to extend a hand and to make this a world just a little less brutal and just a little more good. Thank you,
Kamil, Ollie Seraphina and Malia for leading the way.

2

Shabbat Shalom.
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Rabbi Jakes’s Fall Classes

Rabbi Jake will be teaching a wonder-
ful variety of class topics this fall.
These classes are free-standing events.
Join us for one or all.

Highlights of Pirkei Avot —
Wednesday October 15, at 7:30 pm, on Zoom.
Pirkei Avot, or Ethics of the Ancestors, is a beloved
tractate of the Mishnah that offers timeless wisdom on
character, leadership, and ethical living. In this class, we
will explore key teachings from Pirkei Avot, focusing on
the most influential and thought-provoking passages.
Through discussion and reflection, we will connect
ancient rabbinic insights to modern life, gaining practical
tools for personal growth and moral clarity. We’ll also
hear how some of these pieces have been put to music
over the years and used in Jewish worship.

Spiritual Radicals in Their Time: - The Early Chasi-
dim and Their Legacy Today - Wednesday November 5,
at 7:30 pm, on Zoom.

This course explores the revolutionary spiritual movement
of the early Chasidim in 18th-century Eastern Europe.
Through the teachings of figures like the Baal Shem Tov
and his disciples, students will examine how Chasidism
challenged religious norms, redefined personal piety, and
reshaped Jewish communal life. We will also trace the
enduring influence of these "spiritual radicals" on contem-
porary Jewish thought and practice, engaging with both
historical texts and modern interpretations.

Jewish Rituals for Queer Life Journeys — Saturday
November 22, following services, at 12:30 pm. In person
and on Zoom.

Let’s explore how Jewish ritual can honor and support the
unique life journeys of LGBTQ+ individuals. We will ex-
amine traditional Jewish lifecycle practices—such as com-
ing of age, naming, marriage, and mourning and discover
how they have been reimagined or adapted to reflect queer
experiences and identities. Through text study and creative
ritual design we will discover how Jewish tradition can be
a source of affirmation, resilience, and celebration.

Antisemitism Then and Now — Saturday December 13,
following services, at 12:30 pm. In person and on Zoom.
This class examines the roots, evolution, and modern ex-
pressions of antisemitism, from ancient times to the pre-
sent day. We will explore how antisemitic ideas have per-
sisted and adapted across cultures and centuries—from
religious and political accusations in the past to contempo-
rary forms including conspiracy theories, hate crimes, and
online rhetoric. We hope to gain tools to recognize, under-
stand, and thoughtfully respond to antisemitism in today’s
world.

The Zoom invitations will appear closer to their dates in
our weekly newsletter, on our Facebook page
www.facebook.com/betmish, and our website
www.betmish.org. Classes are always free for members of
Bet Mishpachah. Non-members are encouraged to donate
$10 online.

gl 164 U Yoo Geenagi

July donations
We appreciate the generosity of our members
and friends, and thank them for their support.

Operating Fund

Barbara Lewis

Michael Lustig

Joel Berelson

Carlos Cabrera

Devra Floyd

Barry Friedman

David Fox and Robert Margrave

Jonathan Falk, in memory of Cinnamon Snipes
Mitchell Haymes, in memory of my father
Susan Garner, in honor of Deb Hyman’s birthday

Joel Woldman Memorial Oneg & Kiddush

Fund

Mitchell Haymes, in honor of my safe return
from Israel

Al Munzer and Joel Wind, in honor of Al’s
anniversary of arrival in the US

Sheri Layton, in memory of my father

Mark Goldfarb & Allan Armus Memorial Fund
Devra Floyd

50th Anniversary Sponsor
Douglas Auerbach

Khosro Kalbasi Isfahani

Joel Martin

World Pride
Jewish Federation
Temple Sinai
Embassy of Israel
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September Birthdays
Carlos Cabrera
Jonah Estess
Letitia Gomez
Georgia Korn
Sheri Layton
Paula Morris
Beverly Nissenbaum
Vinny Prell
Gena Schoen

?
?
?
?
?
?
?
Carl Spatz ;
?
?
§
g
g
g
g
g
§

Helaine Zinaman

?????????????

SIS RS

September Anniversaries

Ruth Eisenberg and Letitia Gomez
Donald Jewler and Robert Hollis
Joel Wind and Al Munzer
James Nathan and Francisco Torres

SIS

Welcome new member

Claire Dannenbaum

Thank you to our September
Service Leaders

Friday, September 5: TBD
Friday, September 12: TBD
Saturday, September 13: TBD
Friday, September 19: TBD
Monday, September 22: Ruth Potts & Larry Neff
Tuesday, September 23: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin &
Alex Carter
Wednesday, September 23: Paula Morris & Jeff Burka
Friday, September 26: Mindy Gasthalter & Alex Carter
Saturday, September 27: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

XX XX XX XX XX 20X XX XX KX KX XX XX XX XX KX X XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX

Thank You to Our August
Service Leaders
Friday, August 1: Paula Morris
Friday, August 8: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, August 9: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, August 15: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, August 22: TBD
Saturday, August 23: Alex Carter, Ruth Potts and
Vinny Prell

Friday, August 29: TBD
EX XX XX XX XX KX XX XX XX XX XX X XX XX X XX KX %X XX XX XX XX XX XX

F‘r Sponsor

Pr&" an Oneg
or Klddush Luncheon

Celebrate Your Joy
Friday, September 19th, will be our next
"Simchat Shabbat," a way in which our members
can celebrate together. Let us know if you have
cause to celebrate in the way of a birthday, anni-
versary, or other special occasion and we will
share in your joy each month. A special blessing
will be recited for all those celebrating.

If you would like to help sponsor towards the Oneg
for that Friday, please let us know. Contact Patrick
at membershipdirector@betmish.org.

SIMCHAT
SHABBAT
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In Jewish tradition, when we write the name of some-
one we love or respect who has died, we append the He-
brew letters zayin and lamed after their name. This stands
for zichrono ['vracha, “may they be remembered as a
blessing.” It means that when we call them to mind, we
should remember the good that they did in their lives and
keep it alive through our own actions. What we do and
how we behave is a reflection of our parents’, teachers’,
and other loved ones’ influence on our own lives. We
keep our memories of them alive, not just by a passive
recollection, but by doing something — a mitzva — and
associating their names with our actions.

One way to do this is by making a donation to the con-
gregation in their memory and having their names pub-
lished in Bet Mishpachah’s annual Yizkor booklet. This
booklet is used on Yom Kippur and other holy days when
Yizkor is observed. This is not the same as observing a
Yartzeit, the anniversary of a death. Submitting names for
Yartzeit announcements will not result in the names

being published in the Yizkor booklet. You must take the
active step to perform the mitzva by making a donation
to publish their names in the Yizkor booklet.

We suggest a donation from everyone of at least $18
(chai, life) per name. But what you give is up to you. All
donations are greatly appreciated.

Names and donations should be emailed or mailed
directly to:

Bet Mishpachah - Yizkor

Liat Novek

13632 Middlevale Lane

Silver Spring, MD 20906

Or: administrator@betmish.org
Do not send your list and donation to the congregation’s
post office box. This will only delay the process and in-
crease the chance of errors. Listings must be received
before Wednesday, September 3, 2025. Payment may
be made through our website or by check.

A. Please print clearly using block letters. All names will be listed alphabetically.

First Name Last Name First Name Last Name
1. 6.
2. 7.
3. 8.
4. 9.
5. 10.

B. Please list in the section below the names and relationships of those who have died during 5785
(since last Rosh ha-Shana). These nhames will be read aloud during the Yizkor service on Yom Kippur.

First Name Last Name

Relationship

Donor First Name Donor Last Name

Arthur | Einberg

Example

Father of

Morris | Einberg

3.

I am making a donation of $ , in memory of the above.

o Check enclosed

o I will make a donation electronically through the website

Name of Donor (please print)

EMAIL Address
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Announced Friday, August 29 (Yartzeits observed August 29-September 4; 5-11 Elul)

Miriam Chashin, Great Aunt and Godmother of Scott Reiter
Dorcas Hollis, Mother-in-law of Mark Agrast

Tole Madna, Foster Father of Al Munzer
Isaac Magid, Grandfather of Carl Spatz
Aaron Lax, Grandfather of Stuart Sotsky
Elaine Singer, Mother of Michael Singer
Frederic Stern, Father of Seymour Stern
Nathan Jewler, Father of Donald Jewler
Herbert Roberts, Uncle of Alan Carb

Hyman Umansky, Uncle of Morris Umansky
Beatrice Web, Adoptive Mother of Devra Floyd

Dolores Layton, Mother of Sheri Layton

Harold Gondelman, Father of Richard Gondelman

Fanny Stern, Aunt of Larry Neff
Giorgina Vitale, Mother of Loretta Saks

David Kushner, Grandfather of Eytan Apelberg

Diane Stern, Mother of Seymour Stern

August 29

August 29

August 29 (5 Elul)
August 29 (5 Elul)
August 30 (6 Elul)
August 30

August 30

August 31

August 31

August 31

August 31
September 1
September 2 (9 Elul)
September 2
September 2 (9 Elul)
September 3 (10 Elul)
September 4

Announced Friday, September 5 (Yartzeits observed September 5-11; 12-18 Elul)

Gertrude Hyman, Paternal Grandmother of Deb Hyman

Henry Kohn, Father of Margy Kohn
Max Lewin, Uncle of Larry Neff

Ben Nissenbaum, Grandfather of Beverly Nissenbaum

Shirley Zeizel, Aunt of Michael Singer
Israel Sneider, Grandfather of Fran Sneider
Gilad Goldstein, Cousin of Eryca Kasse
Leon Wind, Father of Joel Wind

September 5
September 5
September 6
September 6 (13 Elul)
September 6
September 7
September 8 (15 Elul)
September 9 (16 Elul)

Isidore Freund, Father & Father-in-law of Eva Freund & Elke Martin September 10

Marilyn Hoffman, Sister of Martin Less

Sophie Weinstein, Grandmother of Michael Singer
Ed Gelman, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia
G. Worcester Petitt, Grandfather of Sheri Layton

September 10 (17 Elul)
September 10
September 11
September 11

Announced Friday & Saturday, September 12 & 13 (Yartzeits observed September 12-18; 19-25 Elul)

Gloria Lev, Aunt of Larry Neff
Roy Purcell, Grandfather of Mary Hubbard

September 12
September 12

Mildred Saffer, Grandmother of Alicia Saffer September 12
Edith Windsor, Historical figure September 12
Ida Dokelsky, Grandmother of Mitchell Haymes September 13 (20 Elul)
Bessie Klane, Grandmother of Maxine Klane September 13

Benjamin Korn, Father of Georgia Korn
Joseph Lev, Cousin of Larry Neff
Shelley Negin, Friend of Betty Milgram
Joyce Leftwich, Friend of Beth Cohen
Bernard Lev, Uncle of Larry Neff

September 13
September 13
September 13 (20 Elul)
September 14
September 16

Becky Margrave Deopere, Sister & Sister-in-law of David Fox & Robert Margrave  September 16

Lester Greenfield, Uncle of Eryca Kasse
Freda Lev, Aunt of Larry Neff

Bernard Most, Cousin of Morris Umansky
Sylvia Nakrin, Mother of Jeffrey Nakrin

September 17 (24 Elul)
September 17
September 17
September 17
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Announced Friday & Saturday, September 12 & 13 (Yartzeits observed September 12-18; 19-25 Elul)
Ilene Skuratofsky, Niece of Morris Umansky

Joseph Umansky, Grandfather of Morris Umansky
Abraham Wolkowitz, Grandfather of Rachel Wolkowitz

September 17
September 17
September 18 (25 Elul)

Announced Friday, September 19 (Yartzeits observed September 19-25; 26 Elul-3 Tishrei)

Alan Friedman, Husband of Louis Altarescu
Louis Shapiro, Uncle of Arthur Leabman

Marvin Spatz, Father of Carl Spatz
Mary Snaider, Grandmother of Warren
Mark Adams, Nephew of Larry Neff

Snaider

Anna Sotsky, Grandmother of Stuart Sotsky
Milton Berelson, Grandfather of Joel Berelson
Hermine Gladstone, Mother of David Sobelsohn

Ted Hyman, Father of Deb Hyman
Edith Snaider, Aunt of Warren Snaider
Jeffrey Yaco, Cousin of Thomas Sachs

September 19
September 19
September 19 (26 Elul)
September 20 (27 Elul)
September 22

September 23 (1 Tishrei)
September 24
September 24 (2 Tishrei)
September 24
September 24 (2 Tishrei)
September 25

Announced Friday & Saturday, September 26 & 27 (Yartzeits observed September 26 -

October 2; 4-10 Tishrei)

Elsie Goldfield, Grandmother of Martin Robinson
Goody Gottfried, Great Aunt of Joel Berelson
Louis Kasse, Grandfather of Eryca Kasse

Henry Morris, Father of Ronni Karamb

elas & Paula Morris

September 26
September 26
September 26 (4 Tishrei)
September 26 (4 Tishrei)

Helen Estrin, Grandmother of Donald Jewler September 27

Goldie Sotsky, Mother of Stuart Sotsky
Jacob Apelberg, Father of Eytan Apelberg

Selda Berns, Mother of Jeffrey Berns

Lena Cohen, Grandmother of Marlene Cohen

Robbie Floyd, Mother of Devra Floyd

Robert Schwarz, Father of David Schwarz

Luciano Vitale, Father of Loretta Saks
Daniel Eneman, Uncle of Jeffrey Berns
Celia Feldman, Grandmother of Steven
Ida Fox, Grandmother of David Fox

Frank

Anton Weber, Stepfather of Denise Leish

Linda Cohen, Cousin of Larry Neff

Estelle Dembo, Aunt of Jocelyn Kaplan

Esther and Reuven Eisenberg, Grandparents of Ruth Eisenberg
Jerome Nakrin, Father of Jeffrey Nakrin

Meier Szachter, Grandfather of Ruth Eisenberg

b

Bet Mishpachah
nnosvn n'a

September 27 (5 Tishrei)
September 28 (6 Tishrei)
September 28 (6 Tishrei)
September 28 (6 Tishrei)
September 28
September 28

September 29 (7 Tishre1)
September 30 (8 Tishrei)
September 30
September 30 (8 Tishrei)
September 30

October 2

October 2

October 2 (10 Tishrei)
October 2 (10 Tishrei)
October 2 (10 Tishrei)
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Shabbat Services

Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our
website for details. The Zoom meeting number will be
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and
Beyond.”

Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of
every month at 10:00 am. Saturday morning services
include a short Torah reading, and a lively Torah
discussion (in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be
a sponsor for an Oneg or Kiddush, please contact
operationsdirector@betmish.org.

Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is
available by sending an email request

to sign(@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks
notice.

Any changes to our regular Shabbat service

schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our
weekly email.

To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date,
location, occasion and number of expected attendees
to executivedirector@betmish.org

Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations

Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:

* World Congress of LGBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah

* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington

* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater
Washington

* Network of Independent Jewish Communities

and Havurot

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff

Coordinator — Liat Novek

Design/Layout — Liat Novek

Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch,
Andrea Jennetta and Elke Martin

Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter

Donations

To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C.
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page
on our web site, www.betmish.org

Death Notices, Bereavement Services

If you are in need of bereavement services or to
announce a death in your family,

email bereavement(@betmish.org.

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter

Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah. The newsletter is
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles,
columns and content should be submitted to
administrator@betmish.org.

Weekly Email Broadcast

The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast,
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner
organizations. To receive our weekly email newsletter,
send an email to administrator@betmish.org

Congregational Website

Be sure to check out our website

at www.betmish.org with information about our
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites
of interest.

Communications Policy. For questions about our
editorial or advertising policies, send an email
to secretary(@betmish.org

Membership

To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org
Reduced membership is available for new members,
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the
DC metro area.

Address, Phone, and Email Updates
Send your name and old and new information
to administrator@betmish.org

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You

Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim —
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive
the information. Please email us

at BikurCholim@betmish.org.

Women’s Outreach Pot Luck Program

On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 pm

we pour our favorite beverage to go along with our own
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and
conversation. We continue to gather every month both in-
person and virtually. If you have any

questions contact religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and
welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-binary
people.
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DIRECTORY
RABBIS

Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin ... rabbi@betmish.org
Rabbi Bob Saks, EMEritus ..............cviiiiiiiiiiis i rabbibobs@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES

President: Joseph POMPEr ........oouiiiiiiiiiiiiies e president@betmish.org
Treasurer: Douglas Auerbach .............cccccoiiiin i treasurer@betmish.org
Secretary: Barbara Goldberg .......ccoooooiiiiiiiiiiies i, secretary@betmish.org
Communication Committee: .........oooeiiiiiiiies v, communications@betmish.org
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris ......... ...ccccciiiiienieeeniienn, religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
High Holy Days: Elyse Wander and Alex Carter ............ccccccvvvvnnns hhd@betmish.org
Liturgy Committee: Scott Reiter ...........ccccccet i liturgy@betmish.org
Religious Affairs Committee: Rachel Hamberger and Marc Bernstein religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Choir: Whitney Babash............ccoooooiiies e, choir@betmish.org
Director of Membership: Patrick DiBattista ....... .......cccccoeeeeiiiiiininn, membershipdirector@betmish.org
Director of Operations: Deborah Hyman............ ... operationsdirector@betmish.org
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator ..................euveeiiies evvviiiiiiiiiiieieeeeennnnnn. oneg@betmish.org
Hospitality Coordinator ..................eveveiiiiiiiiies i, hospitality@betmish.org
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator: Devra Floyd ................... sigh@betmish.org
Director of Programming: Mark Agrast ..........ccc. o, programmingdirector@betmish.org
Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman ...........cc. cocuvvieeiniiiiiiiiiiiiinnnns bookgroup@betmish.org
Programming Committee: Mindy Gasthalter and Barry Friedman.. programs@betmish.org
Director of Community Affairs: Alfredo Gomez .. .........ccccccvvvvviinnnnn. communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Director of Congregational Affairs: Jeffrey Kahn ..........ccccco congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger........................o bereavement@betmish.org
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Noah Wofsy . ........cccccciiiiininnnn. bikurcholim@betmish.org
Cemetery Committee: ROd ROSS ......cooovviiiiies e, cemetery@betmish.org
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ............cccccot i, education@betmish.org
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund ......... ....cccccciiiiiiiiniinnnnnns novachavura@betmish.org
Social Justice: Issac Belfer...............cccceeeieeves ciiiiiiiieeene ... S0OCHal-action@betmish.org
STAFF
Executive Director: Joshua Maxey .........ccccccceer voviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienee, executivedirector@betmish.org
Congregational Administrator: Liat Novek...............c.ccoiiiinns administrator@betmish.org
BOOKKEEPET ... e bookkeeping@betmish.org

Communications/Development: Nino McQUOWN ...............eevvviiinnnnnns communications@betmish.org



