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* 4 During our High Holy
% ax% Day services, you will
~ ¥ hear service leaders and
¥/ 7 those offering drashot
reflect on the theme that
we have chosen: Finding Strength in Worrying Times
through Community and Prayer.

3

As we enter into the month of Elu/ and prepare ourselves
for the new year, we will take inspiration and guidance
from one of the most memorable and important prayers in
our High Holy Day machzor. The powerful U’Netane
Tokef prayer that appears in the High Holy Day liturgy re-
minds us that when we are facing difficult circumstances,
there are three things that help us cope. When done well,
they might even turn a hard moment around, or at least
give us a different perspective. It says repentance, prayer,
and righteousness transform the severity of the decree. We
have had a difficult year, filled with uncertainty, worry,
anger and grief. During this High Holy Day season, we
will come together as a sacred community to hold one an-
other and help each other move through these hard feelings
together. We take a lesson from our tradition - that the
severity of this moment might be transformed through re-
pentance, prayer, and righteousness. Reflecting on each on
of these will help us prepare for 5785 and hope that the
new year year will be one of peace, equality, and security.

Week 1 - Repentance

A core concept in the Jewish tradition is that one can
change one’s ways and return to the right path. Our un-
flinching belief in the ability to return and right past
wrongs is the basis for the High Holy Day season. Teshu-
va 1s hard work, but it does not have to be done alone.
Loved ones and friends help us become better people.
Congregations and communities must engage in teshuva as
well. When we see that communally, or societally, we
have made mistakes, we join together to make change and
bring about repair in the world.

What types of return do you hope for in the High Holy Day
season for yourself?

What supports do you need in order to successfully turn
toward goodness?

Week 2 - Prayer

It has been said that one who rises from prayer a better per-
son, their prayer is answered. We call out to the Holy One
through prayer with words that are sometimes determined
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by the siddur or machzor, and sometimes determined by
an internal desire to cry out, to connect with the Creator of
All, to better understand our world and ourselves. When
faced with struggles, hopelessness can creep in. When we
can’t think of anything else to do, prayer is always a possi-
bility. Through word, song, and reflection, we can escape
the prison of the mind and expand our perspective. This is
how we better ourselves, this is how we find meaning in a
confusing and frustrating world.

Which prayers are speaking to you most as we lead into
the High Holy Day season?

How has prayer been a productive or healing force in your
life?

Week 3 - Righteousness

We know that prayer and spirituality alone will not bring
about the world that we desire. These must be accompa-
nied by action. We are capable of so much, and realizing
the power is the first step in using our abilities for good.
Righteous actions may be small or large. In the Mishna,
we read that “It is not upon you to complete the work, but
neither are you free to desist from it.” Rather than feeling
paralyzed by the enormity of the task, we are called upon
to search for the places where we can make a difference.
We give of ourselves and our resources to make righteous-
ness and reality in our world.

What are three righteous actions you can take in the next
month to bring goodness into the world?

How have you benefitted from the righteous actions of
others recently?

Week 4 - Transforming the Severity of the Decree
Most of us will experience life and goodness in this season
and in the new year. Some of us will be visited by death,
illness, or pain. The reality of these things is inescapable
and cannot be avoided. That is not the goal. Instead, the
goal is to approach life and events that concern us with
spiritual readiness. If we have done the necessary work of
this month of E/ul, then we can face difficulty knowing
that we are as prepared as we can be. We have moved to-
ward goodness in our own lives and actions, we have con-
nected with those around us and with a force greater than
we can imagine. We have the internal strength to weather
that which this difficult moment presents us with. This is
how the decree becomes less severe. In this last week of
Elul, we do the necessary work so that we might enter into
the year 5785 with open eyes and a ready heart.

What last minute preparations do you still need to do in
order to temper the severity of the decree?

What internal strengths do you already have that will help
you when difficulty presents itself?
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Hear Our Voice

Hear our voice—O Eternal Presence,
Show us Your mercy and accept our
prayers with compassion.

Turn us to You, O G-d, and we shall re-
turn;
Renew our days as You renewed the world after the flood.

Hear our words, O G-d, consider our reflections, May the words of our
mouths and the thoughts of our minds please You,
for You are our strength and help.

We need Your presence; we need the spirit of Your holiness.
We need you as we age; we need You as our physical strength lessens.
Do not let us abandon You, Eternal G-d; do not let us be far from Your spirit.

Be a sign for us, like the rainbow for Noah; May we reflect Your light,
that those who oppress us might see anew.

We are open to Your help, O G-d, as the answer to our prayers.
O G-d and G-d of all generations, as our prayer comes before You,
do not ignore our plea.

We are not so shameless and stiff-necked that we would say to you:

Eternal One, G-d of all ages, we are righteous and have not sinned.
Rather, we confess: We have gone astray, we have done wrong.

Chadeish Yameinu page 19

' Homage to Allan Armus, z”/

Join us at the Bet Mishpachah Cemetery on
Sunday, October 6th, at 11:00 am, for the dedica-
tion of a memorial stone to Allan Armus z "/, for a
memorial program officiated by Rabbi Jake Singer-
Beilin.

Space for the stone was donated by the Elesavetgrad
Cemetery Association, for the grassy area to the left
of the Bet Mishpachah Cemetery marker and direct-
ly in front of the chapel doors. One of the speakers that morning will be
Charlie G. Meyers, President of the Cemetery Association.

The stone itself was paid for by five of Allan’s friends. If you wish to join in

making a financial contribution in memory of Allan, donations to the congrega-
tion can be made to the Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund. This fund provides for

our sign-interpreters at Bet Mishpachah services, including the High Holy
Days. Allan set up the fund in memory of his husband, Mark Goldfarb, z /.

For those driving, there is parking behind the chapel, reached by the long road-
way at the right of the cemetery entrance. Cemetery brochures give the address

as 3233 15th Place SE, Washington, DC, 20020. Given a street name-change,
the sign at the entrance will read: 1496 Congress Street, SE. The cemetery
itself is a bit of a long walk from the Congress Heights Metro station on the
Green line.

Contents:

Page 1:
Words from our Rabbi

Page 2:
Words from our Machzor
Homage to Allan Armus, z’/

Page 3:
A Drash for Nitzavim

Pages 4:
Rabbi Jake’s Fall Classes
From our Programming Committee

Page 5:

S’lichot 5784

Congregational Dinner

Volunteer Shabbat and Award
Recipients

Page 6:
High Holy Days Service Schedule

Page 7:
Nitzavim, continued
Jamie Raskin Coffee & Conversation

Pages 8:
Donations
50 for our 50th

Page 9
September Birthdays & Anniversaries

| | Thank You to our September &

August Service Leaders
Membership at Bet Mishpachah
Simchat Shabbat

Pages 10 & 11:
Member Yartzeits

Page 12:
About us

Page 13:
Directory

Follow us on Social Media
Instagram:

@betmishpachah

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/betmish
www.facebook.com/groups/Betmish
(This is a private, monitored group
where you can have conversations
with other members).

Youtube:

(@betmishpachah



http://www.facebook.com/betmish
http://www.facebook.com/groups/Betmish
https://youtube.com/@betmishpachah?si=tA1DDcl1WzW0OhVV

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Av/Elul 5784 / September 2024

Moral Agency - A D’rash for Nitzavim
By Eva Freund 2016
This year the stakes are very high. The wall between "church and state" is crumbling.
i There is a chasm between that which is illegal and that which is immoral. Attacks on our
| community have become more frequent and more horrific. Hate is considered, by many, to
be normal. The single group that has held power since the founding of this country sees their
power slipping away. They are afraid and they are pushing back.

This year the stakes are very high. The tectonic plates known as the San Andreas fault
| have recently been described as "doing the wave" meaning there is vertical as well as hori-
zontal movement. Houston TX, Great Sulphur Springs, WV and Ellicott City, MD have suf-
fered extreme rainfall and flooding. Tornado alley formerly covered only the southern cen-

= tral plains states. Now it has tripled in size. Perhaps the planet is pushing back.
This year the stakes are very high. More and more decisions are made based on soundbites and fear rather than on in-
formed analysis. Politicians at all levels seem to run for office on lies and hypocrisy while claiming their actions are legal. |
cannot recall a single politician claiming their actions are moral. One candidate called for the people to push back.

The high stakes continue. Throughout history there have been those who firmly believe that their way of worshipping
G-d was the only way. Throughout history there have been those who suffered because they neither worshipped nor looked
like those who were in power.

Today it is no different. Our country is no different. Wearing a head covering has become suspicious. Refusing to shake
hands with someone of the opposite sex, your language or the color of your skin have become suspicious. And one day you
wake up to find that your state has passed a law-making discrimination against you legally, as long as it is justified on claims
of a religious or deeply held belief.

Yehuda Kurtzer, former president of The Shalom Hartman Institute of North America, which focuses on the future of
Jewish life in North America, raised two questions. The first question, “How often is the right thing to do completely clear?”
The second question, “How obvious is the work of doing good? He believes that, as seen in our political realm?” We, as a
society, are divided into two schools of thought not only about specific policies but also about the core moral foundations
that drive those policies.

Nitzavim, speaks to the relationship between moral clarity (the ability to make a moral distinction) and moral responsi-
bility (the ability to act according to moral principles). Moses is speaking to the Israelites shortly before his death.

Listen carefully! Hear the existential urgency in his pleading voice! This is the same existential urgency that we are in-
tended to hear and feel throughout these High Holy Days. At the heart of the portion is a phrase about a mystery.

The hidden things - those are for the Adonai our G-d, but as for the revealed things, those are for us
and our children, to enact all the words of this Torah. (Deut.29:28)

The message of the verse is complicated by his adamant insistence that all these things are within reach, accessible and
doable. Maybe this means that because the words of Torah, both written and oral, are not in heaven, that depending on mi-
raculous intervention circumvents human responsibility so that if you have an opportunity to lead, you are meant to seize the
opportunity, not to pray for an opportunity. There are as many ways of leading as there are people in this room. Some of us
lead by becoming chairs of committees at Bet Mishpachah or other synagogues. Others lead by being part of the leadership
of community organizations. Yet others may lead by having a vision that others want to follow. And yes, there are those who
lead by initiating good things. Or maybe we are actually being told that the work of doing good is within reach AND we
should focus on those issues that are obvious and accessible.

Doing good includes that which is good for the community and it includes that which is good for us as individuals.
When you hear and respond to someone's cry for help you are doing good. When you say "good morning" to the homeless
you are doing good because you see their humanity. When you tell your friends or your staff that they are important you are
doing good. And when we give honest "weight and measure" we are doing good. Yes, there are many ways of doing good.

Perhaps the hidden message is that when we engage in the process of taking hold of Torah we assert our responsibility
for our role in the covenant and in making the world better. Maybe the hidden message is that we also know the limits of
what we can seize. So maybe the verse means exactly what it says - if it is mysterious, leave it to Adonai and if it is revealed
then it is up to you and to me, to all of us to take ownership of the obligation. Do what is doable and do not overreach!

Moral behavior can be as murky as the time in which we live. We require both messages that are implicit in the text.
Today with a national election coming up in just a few weeks we must see ourselves as perfectly capable moral actors, capa-
ble of seeing ethical and behavioral opportunity and seeing ourselves capable of making an impact. In the words of Ruth
Messinger, past-president of American Jewish World Service, "We cannot allow ourselves the luxury of being overwhelmed
or pretending that the problems are so pervasive as to be out of reach."

Moral responsibility does not demand moral clarity. In the midst of the Civil War with all of its moral and political con-
flicts, President Lincoln, while writing his second inaugural address, noted that, "both parties read the same Bible and prayed
to the same G-d." Lincoln conceded that the totally clear sense of absolute right and wrong did not belong to him but rather
was left to G-d. Yet this understanding did not stop Lincoln from pushing forward, both in his address and in his presidency,
to one side of what he felt was a political and a theological struggle. Lincoln was able to separate moral behavior from moral
absolutism.

Continued on page 7
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Rabbi Jakes’s Fall Classes

'E/ b/dd hﬂ” Rabbi Jake will be teaching a wonderful variety of class topics this fall. These classes

are free-standing events. Join us for one or all.

New Liturgy Reflecting the Queer Experience — Saturday September 14th, fol-
lowing services, at 12:30 pm. In person and on Zoom. We will explore selections
from Mishkan Ga’avah: Where Pride Dwells. This collection of LGBTQ prayers, po-
ems, liturgy, and ritual was recently published by the Reform Movement. We will
read through some of the key inclusions and reflect on how these pieces might add to our own personal and communal
spiritual lives.

Queer Jewish Poets and Poetry - Saturday October 26th, following services, at 12:30 pm. In person and on Zoom.
Delve into poetry that reflects LGBTQ Jews and their experiences. The intersection of identities, of tradition and con-
temporary interpretation, can lead to beautiful and provocative pieces. No prior experience with poetry is necessary -
though if you have your own pieces to share, that is most welcome!

Enlightenment, Emancipation, and the Dawn of Jewish Religious Movements — Wednesday November 13th, at
7:30 pm, on Zoom. The Reform, Conservative, Reconstructionist, and Orthodox movements within American Juda-
ism can trace their origin back to Europe in the 18th and 19th centuries. The seismic shifts that helped shape the mod-
ern world also helped shape Judaism as we know it. Ideas of liberty, citizenship, democracy, and science found their
way into the religious landscape as well as the political. The emergence of these Jewish movements led to our own
forms of Judaism today, and greatly affected how communities welcomed LGBTQ people (or didn’t).

Spiritual Resources for Aging — Wednesday December 11th, at 7:30 pm, on Zoom. Our Jewish tradition helps us
navigate all stages of life, so it only makes sense that we would find ancient and modern wisdom on the process of ag-
ing. Let’s find out what resources exist within Judaism to bring meaning, ritual, and understanding to this part of life.

The Zoom meeting numbers will appear closer to their dates in the weekly electronic newsletter. Classes are always
free for members of Bet Mishpachah. There is a suggested donation of $10 for nonmembers which may be made on our
website.

From the Programming Committee

Guest speaker from Herut: On Friday, September 6th, Aaron Roth, will address the
congregation after Shabbat services about his work at Herut, a non-partisan organization
established to combat the rise of anti-Zionism and antisemitism. The name “Herut”
/m comes from the Hebrew word for freedom. The movement is rooted in the unshakable

belief that every Jew deserves to thrive in a world where their cultural heritage is cele-

I brated, their voices are heard, and their potential is realized. Their mission is to create a
supportive network that fosters unity, resilience, and empowerment among Jews every-
where.
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Bet Mishpachah End of Summer Picnic: Join with the Bet Mishpachah community for a e
no-host picnic and “walk in the park” to enjoy friends and views in Rock Creek Park on
Sunday, September 8th from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm+. We’ve reserved picnic tables at
Picnic Grove 10 which is at the end of Beach Drive and is easily accessible by car or if
you are hardy, by bicycle. Enter “picnic grove 10 Rock Creek Park™ into your GPS and
you’ll get directions. Bring your own lunch and if you like, something to share with others
- a side dish or dessert, and a folding chair if you like. We will provide water, ice and pa-
per goods. The park allows dogs on a leash but no alcoholic beverages. After lunch, we’ll
hike in the park and enjoy the cooler weather. Please RSVP to:

programmingdirector@betmish.org and if you need a lift, let us know, we’ll help arrange
one!
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S’lichot 5784

On the Saturday night before
Rosh ha-Shana, we join together
for a moving and powerful S/i-
chot service. We learn from a
midrashic work that King David
realized that the Temple in
Jerusalem would be destroyed, and so he instituted a ser-
vice asking for forgiveness. In our days, this service
includes poetic pleas for mercy from G-d, the recitation of
G-d’s 13 attributes (as found in the book of Exodus), the
sounding of the Shofar, and melodies that we associate
with High Holy Days. These are melodies that we have
not heard for at least a year, and they tell us that the High
Holy Days are upon us. The S’lichot service is a way to
prepare ourselves for the 10 Days of Repentance, and to
get us into the mood of the High Holy Days. The Torah
covers are changed to white as we also prepare our prayer
space for the coming days. Although the service was tra-
ditionally done early in the morning or at midnight, we
will join together in the evening to reflect, repent, and be
with our community.

MDD

This year, we are lucky to be joined by members of our
newly re-formed Bet Mishpachah choir, Tachshitim, who
will add to the holiness and beauty of the service. We will
also hear from members of our congregation about how
they prepare for the High Holy Days, and hopefully we
will feel inspired by these preparatory practices.

Please join us on Saturday, September 28th at 8:00 pm
for a S’lichot panel conversation followed by the S lichot
service.

Congregational Dinner

Join us for a Congregational Dinner prior to Volunteer
Shabbat on Friday, September 13th. Dinner starts at
6:30 pm in the Social Hall at the EDCJCC which will
give us enough time to prepare for services at 8:00 pm.

The cost for the dinner is $30/member and $39/non-
member. Please RSVP to Mindy

at, mgasthalter@gmail.com if you would like to attend
and if you have any dietary restrictions. RSVPs are
due by Friday, September 6th.
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Join us for Volunteer Shabbat and the
Presentation of the 2024 Dace Stone and
Harvey Milk Chesed Awards,

Friday, September 13th at 8:00 pm

In conjunction with Volunteer Shabbat, we are
pleased to announce the selection of the 2024 Service
Award recipients. The Annual Dace Stone Volunteer of
the Year Award will be presented to Patrick DiBattista
and the Harvey Milk Chesed Award goes to
Allan Armus, z /.

The Dace Stone Award commemorates our own
former member, Dace Stone (z /), who passed away
over twenty years ago, way too young. She worked tire-
lessly for over twenty years to fight and help conquer
HIV/AIDS here in DC since its earliest days. Despite
her own seriously declining health, she never gave up
the fight, and we note that when many others “ran away
from the disease,” Dace always reached out to help
those in need at Whitman Walker, and elsewhere.

Our 2024 Dace Stone Award recipient, Patrick has
only been a member for the past three years. He has
stepped up in so many ways: volunteering as an usher at
the High Holy Day services, as a greeter at Friday night
services, and not only did he help get Cafritz Hall set-up
for our Pride Happy Hour, he also was our bartender!
He marched with our Gay Jewish contingency in the
parade and staffed the booth at the festival. He volun-
teered to read, and provide comments, on the Member-
ship letter that was mailed in June, 2024. Whenever
asked, Patrick agrees wholeheartedly to take on the task
at hand, and does so with a smile and a gracious de-
meanor.

The Harvey Milk Chesed Award honors legendary
Harvey Milk, z’/, a Jewish Gay man who was one of the
very first openly gay elected officials (SF City Council)
and was tragically assassinated while in office in 1978.
For all of his early-day outreach for equality for the
LGBTQ+ community, Harvey was Posthumously
awarded the US Presidential Medal of Freedom by Pres-
ident Obama in 2009.

Our 2024 Harvey Milk Chesed Award recipient,
Allan Armus, z I, long-time member of Bet Mishpachah
and well respected in the DMV community, did out-
reach for us for so many years. He worked with the in-
terfaith service team for years and was our liaison with
the cemetery and funeral homes in our area. We all re-
member his extraordinary service leading and a familiar
face at Shabbat and holiday services.

Mazal Tov to both Patrick and Allan for being ex-
emplary role models in our community!
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HIGH HOLY DAYS 5785

High Holy Days Service Schedule
Wednesday, October 2nd, Erev Rosh ha-Shana 1, 8:00 pm: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Alex Carter
co-lead, with Rabbi Ben Shalva as Hazzan and Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin as Darshan. John Kaboff, cellist.
In-person Sign Interpretation

Thursday, October 3rd, Rosh ha-Shana Morning 1, 10:00 am: Vinny Prell and Larry Neff co-lead, with
Rabbi Ben Shalva as Hazzan. John Kaboff, cellist.

Thursday, October 3rd, Tashlich Service, 3:00 pm: Eryca Kasse leads at the P Street Beach (P Street and
23rd StNW).

Thursday, October 3rd, Erev Rosh ha-Shana 2—No services at Bet Mishpachah

Friday, October 4th, Rosh ha-Shana Morning 2, 10:00 am: Jeff Burka and Paula Morris co-lead with
Marc Bernstein as Darshan.

Friday, October 4th, Erev Shabbat Shuva, 8:00 pm: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin leads.

Friday, October 11th, Kol Nidrei, 7:00 pm: Ruth Potts and Scott Reiter co-lead, with Rabbi Ben Shalva
as Hazzan and Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin as Darshan. John Kaboff, cellist.

Saturday, October 12th, Yom Kippur Morning Service, 10:00 am: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Rachel
Hamberger co-lead, with Rabbi Ben Shalva as Hazzan. John Kaboft, cellist.

Saturday, October 12th, Martyrology/Yizkor Service, 12:30 pm: James Radack and Elke Martin co-lead.
John Kaboff, cellist.

Saturday, October 12th, Rabbi’s Study Session, 3:00 pm: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin teaches.

Saturday, October 12th, 5:00 pm, Mincha Service: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Mindy Gasthalter co-
lead with Rabbi Ben Shalva as Hazzan. In-person Sign Interpretation.

Saturday, October 12th, N’ila/Havdala, 6:00 pm: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Paula Morris co-lead with
Rabbi Ben Shalva as Hazzan. In-person Sign Interpretation.

Saturday, October 12", 7:00 pm, Break-the-Fast (by pre-registration).
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Continued from page 3

I think about the need for moral separation as I listen to vari-
ous presidential candidates fill the air with their versions of moral
absolutism. I think about the need for moral separation as I read
about state after state wrapping the right to discriminate in the
cloak of religion.

I think that the message of Nitzavim is that being a moral ac-
tor and a moral leader means bringing to our holy work an ever-
present awareness. We do not need to know if the good we do
encompasses the totality of G-d's morality. Rather, we do need to
know that ONLY when we hear the call to moral responsibility
and when we know our own limits can we do all those things that
are within reach, accessible and doable?

But what does it mean to hear the call and what do we do
when we hear it? There are those things we can do and, there are
things we must do.

When others attempt to build walls to keep "those people"
out, we must remove those walls one brick at a time. When others
attempt to rip our social safety net-we must mend it one stitch at
atime. When some attempt to use the law to burden us with
their religious beliefs, we must not accept that burden and we
must fight for our religious beliefs and those of "the others."

When some attempt to degrade us because they are afraid of
our race, our color, our gender, our religious customs, where we
are from or who we are, we must stand united in our pride and we
must stand united with all of those "others."

And to those politicians attempting to push this country back
to the 1950’s or further, we must say NO WAY will we return to
the days when Jews changed their names to be employable. NO
WAY will we return to the days when law firms would refuse to
hire female lawyers because their clients might not like it. NO
WAY will we return to the days when adult Black men were
called boys to remind them that they were subservient and adult
females of any color were called girls for the same reason. And,
there is NO WAY will we return to the closet because our very
existence makes other people uncomfortable.

In the Haftarah accompanying Parshat Nitzavim we are told
that when Israel and the world rejoice in ‘redemption.’ the Jewish
End of Days, our people will be called with a new name chosen
by Adonoi. The Midrash teaches that we are called by not one but
by three names. The first name is given by our parents. The sec-
ond name is the one used by our friends and family. The third
name is the one we acquire for ourselves. It is said that the best of
all of these is the name we acquire for ourselves.

We acquire our name through our words and deeds. For it is
through our words and deeds that we proclaim our qualities.
When asked, “who goes there?”” Adonoi replied to the watchman
"It is I, who speaks in righteousness, mighty to save."

The most powerful way to identify ourselves, as we see in
G-d's example, is not to simply declare our given name but to
proclaim our qualities which serve to perfect the world. In future
days when your children, your nieces, or your nephews ask what
YOU did during the scary days of the early 21st century will you
tell them about the things you did as an individual or as a member
of the community. Or will you admit that you did nothing and
that you remained silent.

Today our community is faced with many threats. There are
threats from enemies on the outside as well as within. Too many
will remain silent. It is said we are to feel the pain of others as if
it were our own. For the Midrash teaches us that all of us are re-
sponsible for one and other. We cannot be covered by a cloak of

neutrality. For as Dante indicated "... the worst place in
hell is reserved for those who are neutral in times of
moral crisis."

Will you be the one who prays for heavenly inter-
vention or will you seize the opportunity to fix some-
thing that is broken? Will you be the one who waits for
the other person to shine the light or will you light a can-
dle in the darkness? Will you be the one who thinks on-
ly of your own welfare or will you do good things?

What will the watchman hear as you approach the
Gate? Will you call yourself by the name given to you or
will you be able to proclaim through words and deeds
those qualities that serve to perfect the world? To para-
phrase a verse from "Each of Us Has a Name" (Zelda),
will you be able to say that your name is given by your
celebrations and given by your work.

This year the stakes are very high. We will not be
overwhelmed. We will not pretend that the problems are
out of reach. We will seize every opportunity to ensure
that in the words of Amos (5:24) "... justice rolls down
like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing
stream." And in doing this we will be called by the best
of all names, the one we have acquired for ourselves.

YACHOL NUCHAL!! (YES, WE CAN!)

Copyright ©2021 Eva Freund. All rights reserved. No part of this
book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form by any means,
electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by
any information storage and retrieval system, without permission
in writing from the author."

Representative Jamie Raskin

From 10:00 am - noon, on Sunday,

September 22nd, Bet Mishpachah is proud to an-
nounce a "Coffee and Conversation" program with
Representative Jamie Raskin. Representative
Raskin will be speaking about his role as a Vice
Chair of the Congressional Equality Caucus,

which serves as a resource for Members of Con-
gress, their staff, and the public on LGBTQI+ is-
sues at the federal level. Representative Raskin
will talk about the Equality Caucus' work toward
the extension of equal rights, the repeal of discrimi-
natory laws, the elimination of hate-motivated vio-
lence, and the improved health and well-being for
all regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity
and expression, or sex characteristics (including
intersex traits). The program will be held at the
EDCIJCC while being
live-streamed.

The registration link will
be published in our
weekly electronic
newsletter.
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July Donations
We appreciate the generosity of our
members and friends, and recognize them
for their support.

il

Joel and Murray Woldman Kiddush and
Oneg Fund

Rachel Hamberger

Judy Retchin and Elyse Wander, in honor of their
anniversary

Joel Berelson, in honor of his birthday

Letia Gomez, in honor of Ruth Eisenberg’s
birthday

David Fox and Robert Margrave, in memory of
Marilyn Dzen

Operating Fund

Alex Carter

Robyn Rothamel

Anthony Alverno, in appreciation of Jeff Kahn

Joel Berelson, in memory of Stu Berelson

Nathaniel Deutsch, in memory of Leon and
Sylvia Deutsch

Barry Friedman, in memory of his aunt,
Marilyn Dzen

Jocelyn Kaplan, in memory of Irene Wander

Diane Liff and Georgia Korn, in memory of
Irene Wander

Diane Liff and Georgia Korn, in memory of
Marily Dzen

Paula Morris and Deb Hyman, in memory of
Marilyn Dzen

Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Irene Wander

Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Marilyn Dzen

Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Stu Berelson

In honor of Bet Mishpachah’s upcoming
50th anniversary

Barry Friedman

Mark Agrast

Art Leabman

Mindy Gasthalter

James Nathan

Debbie Kramer

Jeffrey Nakrin

Joel Berelson

Alicia Saffer

Maxine Klane and Elaine Raskis

ANNIVERSARY

’ Bet Mishpachah

50

NnNO5Yn n'a

1975-2025

50 for Our 50th

Our synagogue was founded in someone’s living room
in 1975 and next year will be our 50" anniversary. 1
can’t imagine that our founders had envisioned that our
synagogue would be celebrating 50 years! The Board is
planning a gala celebration in October 2025, and further
details will be announced as it gets closer. If you’d like
to participate in the planning of that major event, or any
other activities that recognize and celebrate our 50™ an-
niversary, please reach out to our Executive Director,
Josh Maxey (executivedirector@betmish.org).

From now until the end of 2025, the board has set a goal
of raising $50,000 - $50,000 for our 50", As of

July 31st, we have raised $12,000 towards that goal.
You may have noticed on your membership renewal
form that there is a place where you can add an addition
al donation in recognition of our 50™ anniversary, and
many have already donated, and to you, we say Toda
Raba. The fundraising efforts will continue through the
end of 2025, and we are confident that with your help,
we can raise $50,000 for our 50™.

There is also the opportunity to add to the Bet Mishpa-
chah treasury by making a bequest through your Will or
Living Trust. Unfortunately, we have had two loving
members recently pass away, and both were very gener-
ous in their remembering Bet Mishpachah in their estate
planning. If you would like to discuss how best to do
this, please reach out to Mindy Gasthalter,
membershipdirector@betmish.org.

Richard Krampf Social Action Fund
David Fox and Robert Margrave, in memory of
Elaine MacLellan

Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund

Devra Floyd

David Fox and Robert Margrave, in memory of
Irene Wander
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Jonah Estess
Letitia Gomez
Georgia Korn

Paula Morris

Beverly Nissenbaum

Vinny Prell

Gena Schoen
Carl Spatz

79992922922 120
]

Ruth Eisenberg and Letitia Gomez
Donald Jewler and Robert Hollis
Joel Wind and Al Munzer
James Nathan and Francisco Torres

AR
lembership & @it ishpachal

For those of you who have already renewed, we appre-
ciate it. If you have not yet responded, please take the
time to do so.

Y- Y- G- G- G - G - G - G - G - g -\

Leon Ratz and Jonah Estess

Friday, September 6: Vinny Prell and Larry Neff

Friday, September 13: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

Saturday, September 14: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and
Rachel Hamberger

Friday, September 20: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and
Alex Carter

Friday, September 27: Ruth Potts and Scott Reiter

Saturday, September 28: Paula Morris, Jeff Burka and
Marc Bernstein

XX X XX XX X XX XX X XX XX XX XX X XX XX X XX XX X XX XX XX XX XX

Friday, August 2: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

Friday, August 9: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and
Vinny Prell

Saturday, August 10: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

Friday, August 16: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

Friday, August 23: Louis Blank

Saturday, August 24: Marc Bernstein and Jeff Burka

Friday, August 30: Paula Morris

XX XX XX XX XX KX XX XX KX XX XX 0% XX XX X XX XOX % XX XX XX XX XX 2X

Nobody is ever denied membership due to financial
constraints. If you need to make alternative financial
arrangements, please email me, Mindy Gasthalter,
membershipdirector@betmish.org. If you have ques-
tions about how best to donate — via appreciated secu-
rities, check or as a Qualified Charitable Donation
from your IRA — I can also provide guidance. I am
also available to discuss any other membership ques-
tions that you may have.

If you did not receive your renewal form or would like
a new member form, please email
administrator@betmish.org. Our new member form
can also be filled out on our website on the member-
ship tab, at the bottom of that page.

Remember, all members are eligible for tickets to
all High Holy Day service attendance, included in
your membership.

Celebrate Your Joy

Friday, September 20th will be our next
"Simchat Shabbat," a way in which our members
can celebrate together. Let us know if you have
cause to celebrate in the way of a birthday, anniver-
sary, or other special occasion and we will share in
your joy each month. A special blessing will be
recited for all those celebrating.

If you would like to help sponsor towards the en-
hanced Oneg for that Friday, please let us

know. Contact Mindy at
membershipdirector@betmish.org.

SIMCHAT
SHABBAT
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to:
Devra Floyd, on the loss of her aunt, Nettie Baker

Announced Friday, August 30 (Yartzeits observed August 30 — September 5; 26 Av -2 Elul)

Elaine Singer, Mother of Michael Singer
Frederic Stern, Father of Seymour Stern

Merrill Egorin, Friend of Ruth Potts

Nathan Jewler, Father of Donald Jewler
Herbert Roberts, Uncle of Alan Carb

Joseph Snaider, Grandfather of Warren Snaider
Hyman Umansky, Uncle of Morris Umansky
Beatrice Web, Adoptive Mother of Devra Floyd
Aaron Apelberg, Grandfather of Eytan Apelberg
Fanny Stern, Aunt of Larry Neff

Renee Reiter, Mother of Scott Reiter

Diane Stern, Mother of Seymour Stern

Carlos Doernberg, Father of Andres Doernberg

August 30

August 30

August 31 (27 Av)
August 31

August 31

August 31 (27 Av)
August 31

August 31
September 1 (28 Av)
September 2
September 3 (30 Av)
September 4
September 5

Gertrude Hyman, Paternal Grandmother of Deb Hyman September 5

Henry Kohn, Father of Margy Kohn

September 5

Announced Friday, September 6 (Yartzeits observed September 6-12; 3-9 Elul)

Max Lewin, Uncle of Larry Neff

Shirley Zeizel, Aunt of Michael Singer

Jay Kornfeld, Grandfather of Howard Menaker
Israel Sneider, Grandfather of Frances Sneider
Tole Madna, Foster Father of Al Munzer

Isaac Magid, Grandfather of Carl Spatz

Aaron Lax, Grandfather of Stuart Sotsky

September 6
September 6
September 7 (4 Elul)
September 7
September 8 (5 Elul)
September 8 (5 Elul)
September 9 (6 Elul)

Isidore Freund, Father and Father-in-law of Eva Freund and Elke Martin =~ September 10

Sophie Weinstein, Grandmother of Michael Singer
Ed Gelman, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia
Harold Gondelman, Father of Richard Gondelman
Gloria Lev, Aunt of Larry Neff

Roy Purcell, Grandfather of Mary Hubbard
Mildred Saffer, Grandmother of Alicia Saffer
Giorgina Vitale, Mother of Loretta Saks

September 10
September 11
September 12 (9 Elul)
September 12
September 12
September 12
September 12 (9 Elul)

Announced Friday & Saturday, September 13 & 14 (Yartzeits observed September 12-19; 10-16 Elul)

Bessie Klane, Grandmother of Maxine Klane
Benjamin Korn, Father of Georgia Korn

David Kushner, Grandfather of Eytan Apelberg
Joseph Lev, Cousin of Larry Neff

Joyce Leftwich, Friend of Beth Cohen

Bernard Lev, Uncle of Larry Neff

September 13
September 13
September 13 (10 Elul)
September 13
September 14
September 16

Ben Nissenbaum, Grandfather of Beverly Nissenbaum September 16 (13 Elul)



Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Av/Elul 5784 / September 2024 Page 11

Member Yartzeits — continued

Announced Friday, September 20 (Yartzeits observed September 20-26; 17-23 Elul)

Freda Lev, Aunt of Larry Neff September 17
Bernard Most, Cousin of Morris Umansky September 17
Sylvia Nakrin, Mother of Jeffrey Nakrin September 17
Ilene Skuratofsky, Niece of Morris Umansky September 17
Joseph Umansky, Grandfather of Morris Umansky September 17
Gilad Goldstein, Cousin of Eryca Kasse September 18 (15 Elul)
Alan Friedman, Husband of Louis Altarescu September 19
Louis Shapiro, Uncle of Arthur Leabman September 19
Leon Wind, Father of Joel Wind September 19 (16 Elul)
Marilyn Hoffman, Sister of Martin Less September 20 (17 Elul)
Mark Adams, Nephew of Larry Neff September 22
Ida Dokelsky, Grandmother of Mitchell Haymes  September 23 (20 Elul)
Shelley Negin, Friend of Betty Milgram September 23 (20 Elul)
Milton Berelson, Grandfather of Joel Berelson September 24
Ted Hyman, Father of Deb Hyman September 24
Jeffrey Yaco, Cousin of Thomas Sachs September 25
Elsie Goldfield, Grandmother of Martin Robinson September 26
Goody Gottfried, Great aunt of Joel Berelson September 26

Announced Friday & Saturday, September 27 & 28 (Yartzeits observed September 27- October 3;
24 Elul — 1 Tishrei)
Leonie Doernberg, Mother of Andres Doernberg ~ September 27

Helen Estrin, Grandmother of Donald Jewler September 27

Lester Greenfield, Uncle of Eryca Kasse September 27 (24 Elul)
Robbie Floyd, Mother of Devra Floyd September 28

Robert Schwarz, Father of David Schwarz September 28
Abraham Wolkowitz, Grandfather of Rachel Wolkowitz ~ September 28 (25 Elul)
Marvin Spatz, Father of Carl Spatz September 29 (26 Elul)
Celia Feldman, Grandmother of Steven Frank September 30

Mary Snaider, Grandmother of Warren Snaider September 30 (27 Elul)
Anton Weber, Stepfather of Denise Leish September 30
Linda Cohen, Cousin of Larry Neff October 2

Estelle Dembo, Aunt of Jocelyn Kaplan October 2

Jennie Woldman, Grandmother of Murray Woldman  October 2 (29 Elul)
William Carter, Father of Alex Carter and Father-in-law of Ruth Potts October 3

REMEMBER: Please submit the names of those you wish to remember in the Yizkor Book by
September 10th
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Shabbat Services

Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our
website for details. The Zoom meeting number will be
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and
Beyond.”

Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of
every month at 10:00 am. Saturday morning services
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.betmish.org/oneg.

Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is
available by sending an email request

to sign(@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks
notice.

Any changes to our regular Shabbat service

schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our
weekly email.

To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date,
location, occasion and number of expected attendees
to executivedirector@betmish.org

Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations

Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:

* World Congress of LGBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah

* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington

* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater
Washington

* Network of Independent Jewish Communities

and Havurot

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff
Coordinator — Liat Novek

Design/Layout — Liat Novek

Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch,
Andrea Jennetta and Elke Martin

Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter

Donations

To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C.
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page
on our web site, www.betmish.org

Death Notices, Bereavement Services

If you are in need of bereavement services or to
announce a death in your family,

email bereavement(@betmish.org.

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter

Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah. The newsletter is
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles,
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of
the month prior to publication to
administrator@betmish.org.

Weekly Email Broadcast

The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast,
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner
organizations. To receive our weekly email newsletter,
send an email to administrator@betmish.org

Congregational Website

Be sure to check out our website

at www.betmish.org with information about our
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites
of interest.

Communications Policy. For questions about our
editorial or advertising policies, send an email
to secretary(@betmish.org

Membership

To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org
Reduced membership is available for new members,
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the
DC metro area.

Address, Phone, and Email Updates
Send your name and old and new information
to membershipdirector@betmish.org

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You

Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim —
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive
the information. Please email us

at BikurCholim@betmish.org.

Women’s Outreach Program

On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 pm

we pour our favorite beverage to go along with our own
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and
conversation. We continue to gather every month both in-
person and virtually. If you have any

questions contact religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and
welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-binary
people.
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DIRECTORY
RABBIS

Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin ... rabbi@betmish.org
Rabbi Bob Saks, EMEritus ..............cviiiiiiiiiiis i rabbibobs@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES

President: Deborah Hyman ...........ccccocon v president@betmish.org
Treasurer: Douglas Auerbach .............cccccoiiiin i treasurer@betmish.org
Secretary: Barbara Goldberg .......ccoooooiiiiiiiiiiies i, secretary@betmish.org
Communication Committee: .........oooeiiiiiiiies v, communications@betmish.org
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris ......... ...ccccciiiiienieeeniienn, religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
High Holy Days: Paula MOITIS .............uuuiiiiiiis evviiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiinnenns hhd@betmish.org
Liturgy Committee: Scott Reiter ...........ccccccet i liturgy@betmish.org
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris...... ....ccccccvviiiiiiiiinnnnns religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Choir: Whitney Babash............ccoooooiiies e, choir@betmish.org
Director of Membership: Mindy Gasthalter ....... .....cccccoviiiieiiiiniinnn, membershipdirector@betmish.org
Director of Operations: Barry Friedman............. .......................... operationsdirector@betmish.org
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator ..................euveeiiies evvviiiiiiiiiiieieeeeennnnnn. oneg@betmish.org
Hospitality Coordinator ..................eveveiiiiiiiiies i, hospitality@betmish.org
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator: Devra Floyd ................... sigh@betmish.org
Director of Programming: Joseph Pomper......... cccccccovvviiiiiiiiinnnnnn. programmingdirector@betmish.org
Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman ...........cc. cocuvvieeiniiiiiiiiiiiiinnnns bookgroup@betmish.org
Programming Committee: Joseph Pomper..... .....cccccvvvviiiiinnnnnnnnns programs@betmish.org
Director of Community Affairs: Alfredo Gomez .. .........ccccccvvvvviinnnnn. communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Director of Congregational Affairs: Jeffrey Kahn ..........ccccco congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger........................o bereavement@betmish.org
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Noah Wofsy . ........cccccciiiiininnnn. bikurcholim@betmish.org
Cemetery Committee: ROd ROSS ......cooovviiiiies e, cemetery@betmish.org
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ............cccccot i, education@betmish.org
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund ......... ....cccccciiiiiiiiniinnnnnns novachavura@betmish.org
Social Justice: James Radack....................eees ceceieieiiiienneeene.... . S0OCHAl-action@betmish.org
KeShet RiSING ......cooii e e executivedirector@betmish.org
Bnai ARGVa ..o executivedirector@betmish.org
STAFF
Executive Director: Joshua Maxey ..........cccccccer voviiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee, executivedirector@betmish.org

Congregational Administrator: Liat Novek.................................... administrator@betmish.org
BOOKKEEPET ... e bookkeeping@betmish.org



