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"S5 By Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
g The enduring symbol of
W this time in our Jewish cal-
w0 endar is the shofar. We
~.+» sound the ram’s horn each
"N day of the month of Elul,
o * which precedes the High
_ « also hear the blasts of the
shofar on Rosh ha-Shana
and Yom Kippur as well. This is the piercing sound of our
new year and our days of repentance. It is a wake-up call,
an invitation to reflect on ourselves, and a cry to the Holy
One. The mitzva - the responsibility around the shofar is
not to sound it oneself, though it is wonderful when one
can do so. Instead, the mitzva is to hear the shofar’s voice.
In Mishna Rosh ha-Shana, the rabbis discuss how one can
fulfill this mitzva correctly, and what is really means to
hear the shofar on the new year. They say:

“One who was passing behind a synagogue or if one’s
house was next to the synagogue and he heard the sound of
the shofar...if he directed his heart, then he has fulfilled the
obligation. But if he did not direct his heart, then he did
not fulfill the obligation.”

In order to really hear the sound of the shofar, we need
kavana, we need to direct our attention to the sounds and
let them in. It is not enough just to be physically present,
we must also be present in a spiritual way. The sounding
of the shofar has the potential to be a powerful moment in
our Holy Day observances, but the potential is also there
for it to pass us by and leave us unchanged. The same can
be said for the prayers found within the machzor - the High
Holy Day prayerbook, and the melodies that are meant to
bring to a new spiritual plane in the new year. If we do not
focus our attention on them and let them pass us by, then
we are not tapping into the power of these rituals and we
may leave these days the same as when we arrived. Our
goal for these days is to change. We seek to change our-
selves for the better in the year 5784. We seek to change
our relationships with loved ones and friends, and the Holy
One. We seek to change our world and bring it closer to
wholeness. We direct our hearts to the shofar’s cries be-
cause we know that they have the potential to inspire
change on all of these levels.

As we prepare ourselves to really hear the sounds of the
shofar and answer its calls, I share a portion of
Stacy Zisook Robinson’s poem entitled,

“On the Way to an Answer: A Poem for the Shofar:”

I will answer

the sound of the shofar
that stayed the hand

that meant to slaughter;
That rang out

and tumbled the walls
that surrounded my heart;
That sang

in aching and awesome mystery
to announce

the presence of God.

I will hear

in this wilderness,

I will hear

in my longing

and [ will turn

and turn again

and listen,

and I will

answer the shofar.

Volunteers needed during the High Holy
Days at in-person services

Want to help behind the scenes? Or in front? Be an
usher or a greeter at our Welcome Table. But we
also need gabbaim. What is a gabbai you ask?
Someone who helps with the running of the service.
Specifically, we need one person at each service to
help our producers in the production booth. And a
second person on the floor of the sanctuary.
Interested in finding out more? Contact
hhd@betmish.org.

For more information regarding registration for any
and all of our High Holy Day Services, please go to
our website: www.betmish.org

Washington DC’s Egalitarian Synagogue Embracing a Diversity of Sexual and Gender Identities
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% I Congregational Shabbat Dinner
@l September 8th, 6:30 pm

We will have our next congregational Shabbat dinner on Friday, September
8th, followed by services where we will recognize our two annual award
recipients. The dinner will be held at 6:30 pm at the EDCJCC followed by
services at 8:00 pm. The cost of the dinner is $30/per member and $39/per non-member. If you would like to
send a check, please make it payable to Bet Mishpachah and mail it to Mindy Gasthalter, 3001 Veazey Ter-
race NW #1415, Washington, DC 20008. If you prefer to use PayPal, please use PayPal and NOT PayPal
Giving. Please RSVP to Mindy Gasthalter at mgasthalter@gmail.com by Friday, September 1st. When you
RSVP, please indicate if you have any dietary restrictions.

Considering membership at Bet Mishpachah? Like our Facebook page

Membership is an opportunity to develop friendships, www.facebook.com/betmish

learn, become involved in your heritage, and support Please join our new facebook community group.

the only LGBTQ synagogue in the Washington, DC

area. To join Bet Mishpachah is easy; just visit https://www.facebook.com/groups/betmish.

www.betmish.org today. This is a private, monitored group where you can
have conversations with other members. .

Remember: All membership levels include High Ho-
ly Day Tickets. The dues for a first year member is
only $180. Questions? e-mail Deb at
membershipdirector@betmish.org



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=8vnzh97ab.0.0.pmbqt8bab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2Fbetmish.
mailto:mgasthalter@gmail.com
http://www.betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
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The High Holy Days this year
are full of excitement as we gather
together as a community once
again for in-person services. In
addition, we welcome those who
are unable to join us in person to
worship with us via live stream.
Whether you are with us in person
or virtually, we hope that all who
attend our services will find the
same warmth, spirit of introspec-
tion, renewal, and celebration that
have been part of our tradition for over 47 years.

As we come together, we rejoice in the sense of com-
munity and togetherness that we wish to feel over the
course of our High Holy Day season. We also find a sense
of newness and joy in using our machzor - Chadeish Ya-
meinu again. Familiar and new prayers, readings, and med-
itations blend together to lift up our prayers and focus our
thoughts on the essential themes of this time of year. With
language and prayers that speak specifically to our com-
munity, we put into practice the words of Rav Kook, “the
old will be made new, and the new will be made holy.”

Service Schedules
All services will be in-person and also live streamed. All
in-person services, except for Tashlich, will held be at the
EDCJCC in Cafritz Hall or Kay Community Hall. Please
note that seating in Cafritz Hall is on a first-come, first-
served basis and if we reach the room’s seating capaci-
ty, the service will be live streamed in Kay Community
Hall for overflow seating.

Saturday, September 9th, S'lichot service, 8:00 pm

Friday, September 15th, Erev Rosh ha-Shana 1,

8:00 pm: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Alex Carter co-
lead, with Rabbi Ben Shalva as Hazzan (Sign Language
Interpreted). Services held in Cafritz Hall.

Saturday, September 16th, Rosh ha-Shana
Morning 1, 10:00 am: Scott Reiter and Vinny Prell co-
lead, with Rabbi Ben Shalva as Hazzan. Services held in
Cafritz Hall.

Saturday, September 16th, Tashlich Service,

3:00 pm: Eryca Kasse leads at the P Street Beach (P
Street and 23rd St NW).

Saturday, September 16th, Erev Rosh ha-Shana 2,
8:00 pm: Allan Armus leads. Services held in Kay Com-
munity Hall.

Sunday, September 17th, Rosh ha-Shana Morning 2,
10:00 am: Jeff Burka and Paula Morris co-lead. Services
held in Kay Community Hall.

Friday, September 22nd, Erev Shabbat Shuva,

8:00 pm: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin leads. Services held in
Kay Community Hall.

Saturday, September 23rd, Shabbat Shuva, 10:00 am:
Services held in Kay Community Hall.

Sunday, September 24th, Kol Nidrei, 7:00 pm: Ruth
Potts and Larry Neff co-lead, with Rabbi Ben Shalva as
Hazzan. Services held in Cafritz Hall.

/Bet Mishpachah
I\); nnawn ma

HIGH HOLY DAYS 5784

Monday, September 25th, Yom Kip-
pur Morning Service, 10:00 am: Rabbi
Jake Singer-Beilin and Rachel
Hamberger co-lead, with
Rabbi Ben Shalva as Hazzan. Services
held in Cafritz Hall.

Monday, September 25th, Martyr-
ology/Yizkor Service, 12:30 pm: Allan
Armus and Elke Martin co-lead. Ser-
vices held in Cafritz Hall.

Monday, September 25th, Rabbi’s
Study Session, 3:00 pm: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin leads.
Class held in Kay Community Hall.

Monday, September 25th, 5:00 pm, Mincha
Service: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Mindy Gasthalter
co-lead with Rabbi Ben Shalva as Hazzan. (Sign Lan-
guage Interpreted) Services held in Cafritz Hall.

Monday, September 25th, N’ila/Havdala,

6:00 pm: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Paula Morris co-
lead with Rabbi Ben Shalva as Hazzan. (Sign Language
Interpreted) Services held in Cafritz Hall.

Monday, September 25th, Break-the-Fast, following

Havdala: Kay Community Hall.

Bet Mishpachah Member Registration
Registration For In-Person Services
Members must register on Eventbrite for each in-
person service. All registrants will receive an Eventbrite
ticket for each service. Please print the ticket(s), or save
to your mobile device, and bring it (them) for entry to ser-
vices.

Registration Links for Member In-Person Services
Eventbrite registration links for members have been pro-
vided separately to members via email. Members do not
need to register for live streamed services. They will au-
tomatically receive via email the zoom links for any and
all services they will not attend in person.

Non-Member Registration
Registration For In-Person Services
Non-members, including the guests of members, are cor-
dially invited to attend in-person services. The links will
be public and searchable on Eventbrite. Non-members
must register individually and may not bring any un-
registered guests. Specific instructions for non-member
registration on Eventbrite will be provided on our website
and our weekly email. Bet Mishpachah asks that non-
members consider a $54.00 donation per service when
registering, to help defray the significant cost of the ser-
vices.

Please contact hhd@betmish.org if you need any assis-
tance in registering online. On behalf of

Bet Mishpachah's Board of Directors and our High Holy
Day committee, we wish everyone a sweet New Year.



mailto:hhd@betmish.org
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D’rash Erev Rosh ha-Shana 2, 5781
By Keith Cohen

In a scant 12 verses, the Torah recounts one of its most harrowing stories, the
binding of Isaac and G-d’s test of Abraham’s faith. This universal narrative, retold
not only in the Jewish and Christian traditions but in the Muslim tradition as well,
speaks out to me personally as the father of three sons. To gauge the power of this
story, I propose a close reading of it—paying particular attention to the parsing out
of details as they relate to the parent-child relationship.

“Take, pray, your son, your only one . . . .” This initial reference to Isaac is meant to distinguish him from Ish-
mael, Abraham’s first son by Hagar, Sarah’s handmaiden. The text thus makes a special point that Isaac is the closest (the
only) son, because he is the only legitimate son that Abraham has by Sarah.

It reinforces Isaac’s unique status by further qualifying him as the one “whom you love.” Now, it may seem only
natural, at first glance, that G-d should ascribe the relation between Abraham and Isaac as one of filial love. Yet, looking
back over the preceding 21 chapters of Genesis, one notes no mention of a parent’s love for his or her child. Only when
we get to the birth of Isaac is Sarah’s love expressed as jealousy toward Ishmael, the older son, lest he make a claim on
Abraham’s patrimony. It is true, in another instance, that Abraham’s anguish at losing Ishmael can be described as an
expression of his love for the son. For Sarah’s jealous love is matched with Hagar’s equally strong love for Ishmael, But
these expressions of love are what [ would call circumstantial love.

By “circumstantial love” I mean a love engendered by a set of circumstances that the people in question have
control over. Sarah and Hagar’s love for their sons are born of their fervent desire to protect their child. While Abraham
is clearly in control of his feelings toward his legitimate son, the love for Isaac is designated by G-d. Isaac is, after all, the
child granted to Abraham and Sarah after many, many years of prayer, a birth so miraculous that it makes Sarah laugh.
This is thus a love of a different order. We hear of it not from Abraham’s own lips but rather from the voice of G-d. It is
as though Isaac, though loved by mother, handmaidens, servants and others presumably, is imbued with a divine love be-
stowed upon him by G-d, at a higher level, transcendent.

This helps explain G-d’s otherwise heartless testing of Abraham: commanding him to sacrifice his own beloved
son. If G-d has already designated the boy as the loved son of Abraham, then the plan loses its heartlessness. Isaac is a
token, a symbol of the human’s connection to G-d. It is as if G-d were saying to Abraham: “Bring to me your most pre-
cious possession, that which I have already sanctified by love.”

With the binding of Isaac, in other words, we enter a new stage of our human history in its connection to the di-
vine. We are no longer the dutiful, grateful recipients of mitzvot, no longer mindful of our relationships to each other
within the tribe and without, no longer the standard-bearers for justice and truth. Now we are touched by a unique human
emotion that makes interpersonal relationships more complex. Love. You are to bring forth not simply your son, not
simply your only son, but the son whom you love. It is no simple exchange, no routine sacrifice, no easy appeasement of
a demanding G-d. Now it is bluntly, “Give me what you love.”

It is interesting to note that in Hebrew the words for love and give have the same root: /’ahov and /’havia. From
this perspective, G-d is saying “Give me what you have been given.” Or, “Give love.” Or, “Love to give what you have
been given.” Whatever the case may be, Abraham can be seen in the pitiable position of “owing” something to G-d that
now must be given up. It is in the general context of giving something up that the story speaks to us today. Imagining the
sacrifice of a child is nearly impossible; but imagining giving up things dear to us has now become a part of our everyday
life. These are the questions we are faced with during the current pandemic. What are we willing to give up to protect
ourselves and others? How much must we love something to refuse giving it up for the duration? And these are the values
spoken of in our parasha, personal sacrifice and love.

Yet no sooner have I suggested this parallel to our sacrifices during the pandemic than I realize that the compari-
son pales. Our current sacrifices are tiny when juxtaposed with the sacrifice demanded of Abraham. Thus, the first lesson
we can draw from today’s parasha is that personal deprivation should be placed in a broader framework: if we are being
asked to deny ourselves certain liberties and pleasures—free assembly, nights out with friends, even everyday intimacy—
think of these in the context of truly epic sacrifices, such as that of Abraham. The one value absent from our current situ-
ation is faith. Abraham’s faith in G-d remains steadfast. Perhaps it is precisely this absent element that makes us the most
uneasy. Are we being tested to keep faith in the wisdom of our leaders, or in the ultimate beneficence of science? Are we
facing a trial of faith in G-d, who we know would never forsake us?

I do not propose answers to these questions. Rather, I suggest that we hold onto the love ascribed to Abraham for
Isaac at the moment he submits to the test of his faith. Realizing that G-d is not likely to make such an awful request of
me, [ stand solid in my love for my sons. Even without being asked, I am ready to sacrifice all the rest of life’s pleasures
for them. Let us, then, acknowledge with renewed energy the people and things that we love, beyond sacrifice, during
these trying times. In so doing, the sense of personal sacrifice, I believe, will dwindle before our eyes—and by next year
may be gone. L ’Shana tova!
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Join us for Volunteer Shabbat and the
Presentation of the 2023 Dace Stone and
Harvey Milk Chesed Awards,

Friday, September 8th at 8:00 pm

In conjunction with Volunteer Shabbat, we are pleased
to announce the selection of the 2023 Service Award recip-
ients. The Annual Dace Stone Volunteer of the Year
Award goes to long-time member Jeff Kahn and the Har-
vey Milk Chesed Award goes to Avodah’s Ellen Oshinsky.

The Dace Stone Award commemorates our own for-
mer member, Dace Stone (z /), who passed away over
twenty years ago, way too young. She worked tirelessly
for over twenty years to fight and help conquer HIV/AIDS
here in DC since its earliest days. Despite her own serious-
ly declining health, she never gave up the fight, and we
note that when many others “ran away from the disease,”
Dace always reached out to help those in need at Whitman
Walker, and elsewhere.

Our 2023 Dace Stone Award recipient Jeffrey Kahn is
a former Bet Mish Board member, having served several
years as a Member-at-Large. Following his Board depar-
ture In 2015, Jeff volunteered to assume leadership of the
Education Committee. Under Jeff’s leadership, the Educa-
tion Committee has thrived, working interactively with the
Rabbi to develop a solid program of several multi-session
classes each year since. As with many other programs, Jeff
ensured, to the greatest degree possible, that we continue
our Education Program during the dark days of the Covid-
19 Pandemic, transitioning classes to a virtual Zoom envi-
ronment. Jeff has further enriched our Congregation by
seeking out meaningful guest speakers for regular Erev
Shabbat Services as well as the Annual Shabbaton. Jeff is
now coordinating the efforts of the Education Committee
in conjunction with the Programming and Religious Af-
fairs Committees, as appropriate. Jeff also has volunteered
every year to be a Gabbai for multiple HHD Services. Jeff
is always helpful, but never boastful. He always modestly
offers to help, but never seeks commendation. He is truly
the quintessential volunteer!

The Harvey Milk Chesed Award honors legendary
Harvey Milk (z’/), a Jewish Gay man who was one of the
very first openly gay elected officials (SF City Council)
and tragically and violently assassinated while in office in
1978. For all of his early-day outreach for equality for the
LGBTQ+ community, Harvey was Posthumously awarded
the US Presidential Medal of Freedom by President Obama
in 2009.

Our 2023 Harvey Milk Chesed Award recipient
Ellen Oshinsky, a DC Manager for Strategic Partnerships
at Avodah (the Jewish Service Corps). She has worked and

volunteered to advance multiple elements of Social
Justice and expanding Jewish Values in multiple or-
ganizations. At Avodah, Ellen has worked tirelessly
to help expand programs of focus and interest to us
including those supporting LGBTQ+ inclusion. She
has also worked diligently and effectively to seek
expanded funding for the most worthwhile DMV ar-
ea non-profit and philanthropic programs by taking a
leadership position in the “Many Hands” program.
She is the founder and lead educator of DMV Eco
Adventures, helping design and coordinate safe, fa-
cilitated after school programs for kids to interactive-
ly access nature.

Ellen is an experienced educator, both in main-
stream Elementary School programs as well as envi-
ronmental programs with Audubon New York. Ellen
has an MA in Elementary Inclusive Education from
Columbia University Teachers College as well as a
BA in Spanish from University of Miami.

Mazal Tov to both Jeff and Ellen for being exem-
plary role models in our community!

R

Ideas for the Rabbi’s Classes?
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin teaches four classes eve-

ry fall and winter/spring. The Education Commit-
tee works closely with Rabbi Jake in choosing the
topics for the classes. We try to have a variety of
topics to appeal to members’ interests. We wel-
come any suggestions that you may have for these
classes. Some of our best ideas have come from
suggestions. We also welcome ideas for speakers
following services such as for the celebration of
Transgender Day of Visibility. If you have any
ideas, please submit it to the committee chair, Jeff
Kahn, at education @betmish.org.
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From the Programming Committee Havdala and Dinner in the

September will be a lively month when it comes to || Stukka
programming. On September 8th, we will have a Con- || The holiday of Sukkot starts
gregational Dinner (see page 2) preceding the annual just five days after Yom Kip-
Awards Shabbat. It's a wonderful opportunity to catch || pur and this year, the holiday

up with old friends and make some new ones. starts on Friday, September
In honor of Sukkot, we are planning to have a guest, ||29th and ends on October 6th.
Activist Deborah Seligson who will speak on climate Sukkot celebrates the gathering of the harvest and commem-

issues on September 29th. One of the names of Sukkot || orates the miraculous protection G-d provided for the chil-
is Chag HaAsif, representing the importance in Jewish || dren of Israel when they left Egypt. We acknowledge and
life of giving thanks for the bounty of the earth, which || celebrate Sukkot by dwelling in a foliage-covered booth

ties into the climate change issues that have become so || known as a Sukka. Another observance for Sukkot is to take

important in recent years. a lulav (palm frond) and etrog (citron), recite a blessing over

Honoring the Sukkot tradition of bringing family, them, bring them together and wave them in six directions —
friends, and community together, on September 30th, right, left, forward, up, down and back. Interestingly, Sukkot
we will be having a congregational potluck in the is the only Jewish holiday that does not commemorate a his-

DCICC's Sukka starting at 6:30 pm. We ask people to toric event.
bring dishes that are pareve, vegetarian, or dairy so we
are in compliance with the DCJCC's kashrut policy. To celebrate Sukkot this year, please join us on Saturday,
Future programs for the fall include a picnic in September 30th from 6:30 — 9:30 pm in the Sukka that
Rock Creek Park, Sunday brunches in Virginia, Mary- || will be in the EDCJCC parking lot. Each person should
land and DC, Sharsheret Challah baking, and additional || bring his/her own main meal, beverage of your choice, and a
speakers. . o side or dessert to share. Please note that in keeping with the
Keep an eye out in upcoming issues of TWAB for || x;c74¢ policy of the EDCJCC, we respectfully request that

Svegillg ﬁﬁ;ﬁfg‘;ﬁgfggg ?;(Cli[:rll% i%rotgﬁzggséng(})’&%r you not bring meat into the Sukka. To RSVP, please email
p g mgasthalter@gmail.com to reserve your seat.

events, contact Joe Pomper at programs@betmish.org.

Book Group meets October 1st

The Bet Mishpachah Book Group will meet (on Zoom) Sunday evening, October 1st, start-
ing at 7:00 pm to discuss Hotel Cuba, a novel by Aaron Hamburger, a former member of
Bet Mishpachah.

This novel explores the profound courage of two sisters who strive to create a new future in
a world far different from anything they have ever known. Fleeing the chaos of WWI and
the terror of the Russian Revolution, practical, sensible Pearl Kahn and her lovestruck, im-
pulsive younger sister, Frieda, are hoping to join an older sister in New York. However,

| when blocked from entering Ellis Island due to discriminatory new immigration laws, they
' chart a new course and set sail to Havana, Cuba, promising each other that it is only a tem-
porary waystation. At first, life in big-city Havana is overwhelming, like nothing they
could have imagined in the rural shtet/ whey they grew up. As the sisters adjust to their
new surroundings, their plans for going to America together become complicated. Frieda
pursues the not-so-dreamy man of her dreams, while Pearl's life opens up unexpectedly -- offering her a taste of
freedom, romance, and an opportunity to build a future on her own terms.

Everyone is welcome to join the discussion. Please email bookgroup@betmish.org for the Zoom ID.

Hello fellow Bet Mish members and friends!

Each year, the congregation designates the amazing N Street Village for its High Holy Days act of tzedaka.
For our new year of 5784, we will participate in the Village's annual SHERO Campaign and Walk on October
21st. (FYI, this will replace our previous Amazon Wishlist initiative, which can still be done year round.)

Please consider joining the SHERO/Bet Mish team, donating towards our Chai goal of $1800, and/or walking
on the October 21st Walk in our neighborhood. We would love to have your involvement in any way that works
for you in support of our community partner.

Thanks in advance! James Radack (he/him), chairperson,

Bet Mishpachah Social Action/Justice committee.

https://sherowalk23.nstreetvillage.org/team/bet-mishpachah DAALAOL a community of empowerment
N STREET VILLAGE and recovery for women



mailto:mgasthalter@gmail.com
mailto:bookgroup@betmish.org
https://sherowalk23.nstreetvillage.org/team/bet-mishpachah
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September Birthdays
Letitia Gomez
Georgia Korn
Paula Morris

IR

:
:

Good News

Beverly Nissenb
eve\r,i}l]m;s;f:ll aum Welcome to our new Members:
Gena Schoen Alexis Kramer
Carl Spatz ~ Sheri Present
Michelle Melite Munson
S g B 0 6 B B 0 B By Wolcome Baci
Vol 25 22 2 2 25 2 2 22 22 2 2 28 2 2 2 2 2 V)
& September Anniversaries '
& Ruth Eisenberg and Letitia Gomez v Thanksy:rl\J,it:eoLueraiiE;ember
t Dor}a(l)lec} {?{ﬁgrai%d ﬁoﬁ?lr:lz};;) tlis $ Friday, September 1: Larry Neff and Ruth Potts
James Nathan and Francisco Torres Friday, September 8: Allan Armus and
& v Robyn Helzner

NP

%&%&%&&&%&&%&%

Mazal Tov to:
& JonRobert Johnson and Rob Lontok on their &%
recent marriage

%&&&&&&&%&&%&&

Saturday, September 9: Scott Reiter and
Paula Morris
Friday, September 15: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
and Alex Carter
Saturday, September 16: Vinny Prell and
Scott Reiter
Saturday, September 16: Allan Armus
Sunday, September 17: Jeff Burka and
Paula Morris

Thank You to Our August
Service Leaders

Friday, August 4: Paula Morris
Friday, August 11: Louis Blank
Saturday, August 12: Jeff Burka and Marc Bernstein
Friday, August 18: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, August 25: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, August 26: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX %X Xx XX %X X% XX KX X XX KX Xx XX ¥ Xx XX

Friday, September 22: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, September 23: Rabbi Jake
Singer-Beilin
Sunday, September 24: Ruth Potts and
Larry Neff
Monday, September 25: Rabbi Jake
Singer-Beilin and Rachel Hamberger
Friday, September 29: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
edegedededeesedesedesedesedegedegedededeededel

July Donations

We appreciate the generosity of our members and
friends, and recognize them for their support.

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Martin Less, in memory of Rhoda Jewler

Joel and Murray Woldman Oneg & Kiddush
Fund

Douglas Auerbach, in honor of Rabbi Bob Saks
Bruce Horowitz, in honor of Rabbi Bob Saks

Operating Fund
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Rhoda Jewler
Mindy Gasthalter, in honor of Rabbi Bob Saks
Marc Bransky, in memory of Rhoda Jewler
David Fox and Robert Margrave, in memory of
Rhoda Jewler
Barry Friedman, in memory of Rhoda Jewler
Jocelyn Kaplan, in memory of Rhoda Jewler
Jocelyn Kaplan, in honor of Rabbi Bob Saks
Jerald Goldberg, in memory of Rhoda Jewler
Carol Stern

Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund
Devra Floyd
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to:
The friends and family of Sarajane Garten, member of Bet Mishpachah

Announced Friday, September 1 (Yartzeits observed September 1-7; 15-21 Elul)

Gilad Goldstein, Cousin of Eryca Kasse

Fanny Stern, Aunt of Larry Neff

Leon Wind, Father of Joel Wind

Marilyn Hoffman, Sister of Martin Less

Diane Stern, Mother of Seymour Stern

Carlos Doernberg, Father of Andres Doernberg

September 1 (15 Elul)
September 2
September 2 (16 Elul)
September 3 (17 Elul)
September 4
September 5

Gertrude Hyman, Paternal Grandmother of Deb Hyman September 5

Henry Kohn, Father of Margy Kohn

Mitchell Barlas, Cousin of Judy Barlas

Ida Dokelsky, Grandmother of Mitchell Haymes
Max Lewin, Uncle of Larry Neff

Shelley Negin, Friend of Betty Milgram

Shirley Zeizel, Aunt of Michael Singer

Israel Sneider, Grandfather of Frances Sneider

September 5
September 6
September 6 (20 Elul)
September 6
September 6 (20 Elul)
September 6
September 7

Announced Friday & Saturday, September 8 & 9 (Yartzeits observed September 8-14; 22-28 Elul)

Isidore Freund, Father-in-law of Elke Martin
Isidore Freund, Father of Eva Freund
Lester Greenfield, Uncle of Eryca Kasse

September 10
September 10
September 10 (24 Elul)

Sophie Weinstein, Grandmother of Michael Singer September 10

Ed Gelman, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia

Abraham Wolkowitz, Grandfather of Rachel Wolkowitz

Gloria Lev, Aunt of Larry Neff

Roy Purcell, Grandfather of Mary Hubbard
Dvoire Rosetsky, Grandmother of Judy Barlas
Mildred Saffer, Grandmother of Alicia Saffer
Marvin Spatz, Father of Carl Spatz

Bessie Klane, Grandmother of Maxine Klane
Benjamin Korn, Father of Georgia Korn
Joseph Lev, Cousin of Larry Neff

Mary Snaider, Grandmother of Warren Snaider
Joyce Leftwich, Friend of Beth Cohen

September 11
September 11 (25 Elul)
September 12
September 12
September 12
September 12
September 12 (26 Elul)
September 13
September 13
September 13
September 13 (27 Elul)
September 14

Announced Friday & Saturday, September 15 & 16 (Yartzeits observed September 15-21; 29 Elul — 6 Tishrei)

Jennie Woldman, Grandmother of Murray Woldman

Bernard Lev, Uncle of Larry Neff

Anna Sotsky, Grandmother of Stuart Sotsky
Freda Lev, Aunt of Larry Neff

Bernard Most, Cousin of Morris Umansky
Sylvia Nakrin, Mother of Jeffrey Nakrin
Ilene Skuratofsky, Niece of Morris Umansky
Edith Snaider, Aunt of Warren Snaider
Joseph Umansky, Grandfather of Morris Umansky
Alan Friedman, Husband of Louis Altarescu
Louis Kasse, Grandfather of Eryca Kasse
Louis Shapiro, Uncle of Arthur Leabman

September 15 (29 Elul)
September 16
September 16 (1 Tishrei)
September 17
September 17
September 17
September 17
September 17 (2 Tishrei)
September 17
September 19
September 19 (4 Tishrei)
September 19
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Member Yartzeits —continued

Announced Friday & Saturday, September 15 & 16 (Yartzeits observed September 15-21; 29 Elul — 6 Tishrei)

Goldie Sotsky, Mother of Stuart Sotsky
Jacob Apelberg, Father of Eytan Apelberg
Selda Berns, Mother of Jeffrey Berns

Lena Cohen, Grandmother of Marlene Cohen

September 20 (5 Tishret)
September 21 (6 Tishrei)
September 21 (6 Tishrei)
September 21 (6 Tishrei)

Announced Friday & Saturday, September 22 & 23 (Yartzeits observed September 22-28; 7-13 Tishrei)

Mark Adams, Nephew of Larry Neff

Luciano Vitale, Father of Loretta Saks

Daniel Eneman, Uncle of Jeffrey Berns

Ida Fox, Grandmother of David Fox

Milton Berelson, Grandfather of Joel Berelson
Ted Hyman, Father of Deb Hyman

Esther Eisenberg, Grandmother of Ruth Eisenberg
Reuven Eisenberg, Grandfather of Ruth Eisenberg
Jerome Nakrin, Father of Jeffrey Nakrin

Meier Szachter, Grandfather of Ruth Eisenberg
Elsie Goldfield, Grandmother of Martin Robinson
Goody Gottfried, Great Aunt of Joel Berelson
Leonie Doernberg, Mother of Andres Doernberg
Helen Estrin, Grandmother of Donald Jewler
Joseph Sotsky, Grandfather of Stuart Sotsky
Robbie Floyd, Mother of Devra Floyd

Robert Schwarz, Father of David Schwarz

Himey Snaider, Father of Warren Snaider

September 22

September 22 (7 Tishret)
September 23 (8 Tishret)
September 23 (8 Tishrei)
September 24

September 24

September 25 (10 Tishrei)
September 25 (10 Tishrei)
September 25 (10 Tishrei)
September 25 (10 Tishrei)
September 26

September 26

September 27

September 27

September 27 (12 Tishrei)
September 28

September 28

September 28 (13 Tishrei)

Announced Friday, September 29 (Yartzeits observed September 29 — October 5; 14-20 Tishrei)

Celia Feldman, Grandmother of Steven Frank
Anton Weber, Stepfather of Denise Leish
Helen Spatz, Grandmother of Carl Spatz
Linda Cohen, Cousin of Larry Neff

Estelle Dembo, Aunt of Jocelyn Kaplan
Rosalyn Carb, Mother of Alan Carb

Saul Carb, Uncle of Alan Carb

William Carter, Father-in-law of Ruth Potts
William Carter, Father of Alex Carter
Bernice Rosenblatt, Aunt of Alan Carb

September 30
September 30
October 1 (16 Tishrei)
October 2

October 2

October 3 (18 Tishrei)
October 3 (18 Tishrei)
October 3

October 3

October 3 (18 Tishrei)

Tiffany Williams, Niece of Sonja Williams, Devra Floyd's loving Partner October 3

Judah Chiprut, Grandfather of Beverly Nissenbaum
David Wandersman, Father of Suzanne Wandersman

Scott Balotin, Friend of John Winterson

October 4 (19 Tishrei)
October 4 (19 Tishrei)
October 5 (20 Tishrei)
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Shabbat Services

Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our
website for details. The Zoom meeting number will be
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and
Beyond.”

Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of
every month at 10:00 am. Saturday morning services
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/85094BAFAC28A3FC1-
erev.

Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is
available by sending an email request

to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks
notice.

Any changes to our regular Shabbat service

schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our
weekly email.

To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date,
location and number of expected attendees
to administrator@betmish.org

Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations

Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:

* World Congress of GLBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah

* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington

* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater
Washington

* Network of Independent Jewish Communities

and Havurot

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff

Coordinator — Liat Novek

Design/Layout — Liat Novek

Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch
and Elke Martin

Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter

Donations

To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C.
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page
on our web site, www.betmish.org

Death Notices, Bereavement Services

If you are in need of bereavement services or to
announce a death in your family,

email bereavement@betmish.org.

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter

Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah. The newsletter is
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles,
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of
the month prior to publication to
administrator@betmish.org.

Weekly Email Broadcast

The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast,
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner
organizations. To receive our weekly email newsletter,
send an email to administrator@betmish.org

Congregational Website

Be sure to check out our website

at www.betmish.org with information about our
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites
of interest.

Communications Policy. For questions about our
editorial or advertising policies, send an email
to secretary(@betmish.org

Membership

To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org
Reduced membership is available for new members,
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the
DC metro area.

Address, Phone, and Email Updates
Send your name and old and new information
to membershipdirector@betmish.org

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You

Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim —
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive
the information. Please email us

at BikurCholim@betmish.org.

Women’s Outreach Program

On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 we pour
our favorite beverage to go along with our own

dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and
conversation. We continue to gather virtually every week
and may try an in-person option soon. If you have any
questions contact programmingdirector(@betmish.org
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and
we welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-
binary people.
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DIRECTORY
RABBIS

Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin ... rabbi@betmish.org
Rabbi Bob Saks, EMEritus ..............cviiiiiiiiiiis i rabbibobs@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES

President: Mitchell Haymes ...t e president@betmish.org
Treasurer: Douglas Auerbach .............cccccoiiiin i treasurer@betmish.org
Secretary: Whitney Babash ..........cc.ocoooiiiiiiies i, secretary@betmish.org
Communication Committee: .........oooeiiiiiiiies v, communications@betmish.org
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris ......... ...ccccciiiiienieeeniienn, religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
High Holy Days: Paula MOITIS .............uuuiiiiiiis evviiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiinnenns hhd@betmish.org
Liturgy Committee: Scott Reiter ...........ccccccet i liturgy@betmish.org
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris...... ....ccccccvviiiiiiiiinnnnns religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Director of Membership: Deb Hyman................ ...cccciiiiiennnnn, membershipdirector@betmish.org

Director of Operations: Kasey Bigsby................ ..........oe.o.o......... Operationsdirector@betmish.org

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator ..................ueeeeueies evvevieenneennneeeennnnnnnnn. oneg@betmish.org
Hospitality Coordinator ..................eveveiiiiiiiiies i, hospitality@betmish.org
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator: Devra Floyd ................... sighn@betmish.org
Director of Programming ... i programmingdirector@betmish.org
Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman .............. voveeviiieniieeeiieeiiiinn, bookgroup@betmish.org
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ............ccccccvt i, education@betmish.org
Programming Committee: Joseph Pomper..... .....cccccvvvviiiiinnnnnnnnns programs@betmish.org
Director of Community Affairs: Brian Parks........ ...cccccocviiiiiiiiiinnnn. communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Director of Congregational Affairs: Bruce Horowitz ................cc........ congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger........................o bereavement@betmish.org
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Barbara Lewis .............ccccccuuuee. bikurcholim@betmish.org
Cemetery Committee: Allan Armus..........ooooees oo, cemetery@betmish.org
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund ......... .....ccccciiiiiiiiiiinnnnns novachavura@betmish.org
Social Justice: James Radack....................eees ceceieieiiiienneeene.... . S0OCHAl-action@betmish.org
Keshet RiSING ...ccvuiiiiii i e executivedirector@betmish.org
BNai ANAVA .......oeiiiiiiii e executivedirector@betmish.org
STAFF
Executive Director: Joshua Maxey .........ccccccccer veviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee, executivedirector@betmish.org

Congregational Administrator: Liat Novek.................................... administrator@betmish.org
BOOKKEEPET ... e bookkeeping@betmish.org



