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Words from our Rabbi  
By Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 

 

 How do we prepare for an important occasion?  When I have something big on the horizon, I make to-do lists, I 
toss and turn at night and wonder what I’ve forgotten, or if things will go as planned.  I gather wisdom and advice 
from the people I trust the most.  I study, and I pray.  I take a walk in Rock Creek Park - sometimes with headphones 
on, sometimes just listening to the wind and my steps.  I imagine the big event, how it might feel to be in it, and how I 
wish to feel once it has passed. 
 We have an important occasion on the horizon - all of us.  The High Holy Day season is coming, and the prepara-
tion that we must do in order to greet it takes place in the month that precedes it - Elul.  There are traditional ways we 
use this month to prepare ourselves for the big occasion of the High Holy Days.   Jews around the world recite Psalm 
27 throughout this month, and contemplate, as the Psalmist did, what one request we might ask of the Holy One if we 
had the chance.  We sound the shofar each day of the month, which serves as a call to reflection and action.  It is an 
alarm clock, a siren that reminds us that there are things we cannot ignore any more.  We engage in the practice of 
cheshbon ha-nefesh - an accounting of the soul - searching out what our deepest selves cherish and long for.  We are 
called upon to reflect on the things we are proud of in the past year, and the things we regret, discovering ways in 
which our actions of the past year have helped us achieve those goals, and ways in which they have not.  This is how 
Jews have prepared for the important moments of Rosh ha-Shana and Yom Kippur throughout the ages.  They may 
work for you as well. 
 This year, I encourage you to also think about how you prepare for big things in your life.  What ritual helps you 
ready yourself for what lies ahead?  Who do you speak with for a pep talk, or an honest opinion?  What activities get 
you in the right mindset to take it all in and prepare?  These things and these people - traditional or not - may also be 
the ones that help you in this month of Elul.   
 For me, reading poetry helps, as well.  Here is a poem by Rabbi Rachel Barenblat that is speaking to me this year: 

     RETURN 
 
How to make it new: 
each year the same missing 
of the same marks, 
the same petitions 
and apologies. 
 
We were impatient, unkind. 
We let ego rule the day 
and forgot to be thankful. 
We allowed our fears 
to distance us. 
 
But every year 
the ascent through Elul 
does its magic, 
shakes old bitterness 
from our hands and hearts. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We sit awake, itemizing 
ways we want to change. 
We try not to mind 
that this year’s list 
looks just like last. 
 
The conversation gets 
easier as we limber up. 
Soon we can stretch 
farther 
than we ever imagined. 
We breathe deeper. 
 
By the time we reach the top 
we’ve forgotten 
how nervous we were 
that repeating the climb 
wasn’t worth the work. 
 
 
 

Creation gleams before us. 
The view from here matters 
not because it’s different 
from last year 
but because we are 
 
and the way to reach God 
is one breath at a time, 
one step, one word,  
every second a chance 
to reorient, repeat, return.  
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The Tree Trimmer 

 
Dangling from a leather sling in the oak,  
the tree trimmer, high in the swaying tree, 

reaches out to saw away a branch. 
It leaves a staring eye when it drops, 
A round white eye on the tree trunk. 

Cautiously, with rope and saw, 
tools swinging from his belt, 
he crawls upward, seeking limits to cut. 

 

Now I too slash away unnecessary branches, 
opening eyes to the sky. 
Imperiled, dangling, lacking skill to choose 

the limbs that stifle growth, I pray 
to Thee whose marks I bear within 
like rings of trees. 

I pray Thee guide my hand, 
I, the tree trimmer, I the tree. 

Ruth F. Brin 
Chadeish Yameinu, page 26 

Join us as we formally recognize and honor the many volunteers who have made Bet Mishpachah successful during 
this challenging year. We are also pleased to award Rod Ross for the 2022 Dace Stone Volunteer of the Year Award, 
for his extraordinary work at Bet Mishpachah. 
 
Rod worked tirelessly, above and beyond expectations, to help Bet Mishpachah resume live services last year, while 
the pandemic was still raging, including nothing short of heroic efforts to facilitate and physically assist in the live/
hybrid EDCJCC High Holy Day Services.  In addition to the locational and layout logistics, Rod was instrumental in 
the distribution of the brand new Bet Mishpachah Machzor, Chadeish Yameinu.  
 
He managed countless lists of volunteers to successfully get the Machzorim into the hands of all who needed them, 
both those attending in-person, and many others who participated virtually on-line. He continued serving our commu-
nity attending and facilitating almost every Erev Shabbat of the early live/hybrid services at the EDCJCC, making sure 
that the facility and technology were available and properly set. 
 
The Dace Stone Award commemorates our own former member, Dace Stone (z’l), who passed away twenty years ago, 
way too young.  She worked tirelessly for over twenty years to fight and help conquer HIV/AIDS here in DC since its 
earliest days. Despite her own seriously declining health, she never gave up the fight, and we note that when many oth-
ers “ran away from the disease,” Dace always reached out to help those in need at Whitman Walker, and elsewhere. 

Kol Ha Kavod to all our extraordinary members!  

Join us for Volunteer Shabbat and the Presentation to Rod Ross 
for the 2022 Dace Stone Award, Friday, September 9th at 8:00 pm 
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Help Repair our Holocaust Memorial Scroll and Write Your Own Torah! 
Join us on Sunday, September 18th at 10:00 am 

 
Our Holocaust Memorial Torah Scroll has been away for repairs. Bet Mishpachah will joyously celebrate 

the Sefer Torah’s return on September 18th. To join in welcoming our Scroll back, we invite you to be a sponsor as 
we complete this project. All sponsors will have the opportunity to assist the Soferet (scribe) in completing the entire 

project. In sponsoring the completion of our Torah, you will fulfill one of the 613 Mitzvot - that of writing your own 
Torah. To learn more, visit  www.betmish.org/torahrepair or write to Joshua at executivedirector@betmish.org  
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To help us complete this special project, we have vari-
ous sponsorship levels: 

 
Scroll: ~1800 

Bar/Bat Mitzva Portion: ~900 
Book: ~450 

Parsha: ~270 
Verse: ~180 
Word: ~90 

 
Sponsors at the Book level and above that submit their 
pledge by September 17th will have their names com-
memorated at Bet Mishpachah on a plaque. This will 

be prominently displayed on the awards table 
at the entrance to the sanctuary.   

*The Sponsorship levels are symbolic and you will assist the 
Scribe with just one letter. However, if in donating you have a 
specific portion, book, parsha, verse or word in mind, you will 
receive a certificate. All sponsors will be recognized during 

the High Holy Days and on the website. Sponsors at the book 
level and above will be honored on a plaque at  

Bet Mishpachah commemorating your selection.   
 

Donations in amounts outside of the sponsorship levels 
can also be made by Paypal Giving, Check, Stock   

Options, Cash App.  Please note that PayPal Giving will 
not allow you to enter any instructions, for example, that 

the donation is made with someone else or in their   
honor. To give any instructions for your donation 

through PayPal Giving or any other method of sponsor-
ship, please email treasurer@betmish.org. 

High Holy Days at Bet Mishpachah 

 

Registration for members and non-members is now underway for in-person attendance.  Please refer to our website 
and the High Holy Day Guide for specific information.   
 

We will once again be holding a Break-the-Fast after Yom Kippur services, after a two year hiatus.  Please refer to 
our website and weekly electronic newsletter for details. 
 

Joining us from home?  On page 7 of this publication, you will see information on how to obtain a Machzor to fol-
low the service with us. 
 

Volunteers are still welcome before, during and after each service.  Please contact Joe Pomper if you would like to 
lend your talents at joseph_pomper@yahoo.com.  Shana Tova to everyone!  A happy and sweet new year! 

https://www.betmish.org/torahrepair
mailto:executivedirector@betmish.org
https://www.paypal.com/fundraiser/charity/1754767
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THE MULTI-DIRECTIONALITY OF TESHUVA 
D’rash for Parshat Veyeilech,  2021 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                        

by Keith Cohen 
 

The following words are uttered during the scene in which God 
shows Moses a view of Israel from a mountaintop, tells of his  
imminent death and reveals to him that he will not have the chance of entering the promised land himself. The      
resonant words from Deuteronomy 30 are among the most memorable of the Five Books of Moses. The command 
referred to is the mitzva of “turning back (teshuva) to the Lord your God.” 

For this command which I charge you today is not too wondrous for you, nor is it distant. It is not in the  
heavens, to say, ‘Who will go up for us to the heavens and take it for us and let us hear it, that we may do it?’ 
And it is not beyond the sea, to say, ‘Who will cross over for us beyond the sea and take it for us and let us 
hear it, that we may do it?’ But the word is very close to you, in your mouth and in your heart, to do it. 
 

In order to define the nature of teshuva, God introduces a dynamic of distance and proximity: it may seem wondrous 
(or out of reach), but it’s actually familiar and close at hand. And just as this description yokes two spatial opposites, 
teshuva brings together two temporal opposites as well: past and future: I commit to act in the future in a way that 
corrects or modifies the past; in this sense, “return” is two-directional—or multi-directional. This multi-directionality 
leads us to the true nature of repentance, according to Marc Wolf. It is not simply a future act that will erase a past 
act or set of events; repentance requires not a replacement but a reorientation. A new attitude must be adopted, and 
this new attitude could include any time frame between present and future. It is also multi-directional in the spatial 
sense insofar as teshuva may involve looking outward at people and events around us or may drive us to look inward, 
deeply inside ourselves. 
 
I find antinomies, or seeming opposites, elsewhere in the parsha. In God’s call to Joshua, the new leader, to “Be 
strong, be courageous,” Rabbi Rachel Sabath Beit-Halachmi discovers what she calls “adaptive leadership.” We   
witness, in other words a behavior that is both flexible (i.e., it gives a little) and strong (i.e., it is steadfast). There is 
also an antinomy in the “coming and going” that Moses is no longer capable of. Though usually translated as “I can 
no longer be active,” as Cantor Elizabeth Sacks comments, the Hebrew is signifying the end of his leadership by  
saying the he “can no longer go out and come.” 
 
The other place in the parsha where coming and going appear is when God predicts to Moses that, due to the future 
misdeeds of the Israelites, God will “hide My countenance” from Israel. God goes, but God doesn’t really depart; 
God’s countenance will no longer shine on Israel. Here is perhaps the greatest antimony of all: God is at once absent 
and present: I shall not shine My face upon you when you commit evil deeds, but I am always here when you return 
to Me. 
 
In the double verb (haster histir), moreover—“I will surely hide My face,” there is the suggestion that God will hide 
God’s face AND, at the same time, hide the fact of the hiding. Rabbi Audrey Korotkin has suggested that this double 
deprivation results in a worst-case scenario. We may be aware that God’s countenance, or God’s grace, is no longer 
shining upon us; but not even knowing that the countenance is being hidden means that we have lost some 
knowledge about ourselves. The double hiding of the countenance is thus a way of saying that we don’t have all the 
answers, even about our own existence. Another commentator, Professor Arnold Eisen, uses this idea to suggest that 
the hidden face resonates with an “emotional” truth. In losing God’s countenance, we are bereft not just of something 
of spiritual value. It is as though we were bereft of someone we love, or of something so close as our very selves. 
 
So, what does the parasha tell us? Through a series of antimonies, it shows us that repentance, teshuva, may seem 
distant but is actually close at hand. True repentance is not a substitution of one act for another but rather a funda-
mental change of attitude that goes in multiple directions: here, there, past, present, future. And by means of this   
enlightened teshuva we can overcome the deprivation of God’s countenance. The parasha expresses a cautious     
optimism about Israel’s reliance on God and its confidence that, despite future sinning, through the mitzva of         
teshuva, God will ultimately shine God’s face upon the people. 
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Bet Mishpachah Committee Highlights 
By Joel Wind 
 

Every month we present two committees. The 
descriptions are brief and to the point and indicate 
how to contact the committee chair. This month we 
present Tach’shitim (Choir) and Women’s Outreach. 
 
Tach’shitim (Choir) 

Tach’shitim literally means 
“jewels,” an appropriate 
name for our choir.  As 
jewels enhance one’s 
appearance, we strive to 
enhance the beauty and 
value of our services with 

Jewish choral music.  Formed in the late 1980s, 
Tach’shitim has evolved into the ensemble that sings 
regularly at High Holy Days and Shabbat 
services.  For information on 
joining our choir, contact 
choirdirector@betmish.org.  
 

Women's Outreach 

Participating in our Women’s 
Outreach activities is a 
wonderful way to meet other 
women in a small group setting, contribute to the life 
of the synagogue, start, and build long lasting 
relationships, and participate in various social action 
projects. Every first Friday of the month we hold pre-
service dinner programs at 6:30 pm. Usher in your 
Shabbat with great company, participate in lively 
discussions and interactive presentations, and other 
times just schmooze with others. Check Bet 
Mishpachah’s weekly email, “This Week and 
Beyond” for other upcoming events. We use an 
inclusive definition of “woman” and welcome non-
binary people. For more information, contact Paula 
Morris at programmingdirector@betmish.org.  
 
Next month we present Keshet Rising and the 
Development Committee. 

Fall Learning with Rabbi Jake 
 

Rabbi Jake will be teaching four 
exciting new fall classes.  Come 
in person or join us online for 
one or all of them. 

False Messiahs in Jewish 
History and the Movements 
They Inspired - Saturday, September 10th, following the 
Shabbat morning service, at 12:30 pm.   
 The idea of mashiach - a messianic figure who will 
come to repair the world at the end of days - has existed in 
Judaism for over 2000 years.  In that time, various figures 
have emerged and presented themselves as that figure.  In 
doing so, they’ve inspired sometimes radical movements 
and groups.  Their supporters have waged battles, left 
everything behind, and spread the word - and yet the 
Jewish people still await the true messianic age.  How 
have these individuals managed to see themselves in this 
light, and how have they tricked others into believing the 
same?  We’ll try to find out. 
 
Where Midrash and the Koran Meet - Saturday, 
November 12th, following the Shabbat morning service, at 
12:30 pm.                                                                      
 What do Jewish stories about the Torah have in 
common with the holiest text in Islam? Surprisingly, quite 
a bit!  There are many examples from both bodies of work 
that match up in striking ways.  Both were inspired by the 
stories and characters in the Torah, and the similarities 
may point to a shared tradition of storytelling and meaning 
making.  We’ll look at both works in order to see where 
they come together and where they part ways. 

Abortion and Reproductive Rights in Jewish Tradition 
- Wednesday, November 30th, at 7:30 pm.                   
 With the recent Supreme Court case overturning Roe 
v. Wade, there is much discussion about religious values 
and how they inform decisions surrounding reproductive 
rights and abortion.  Judaism differs importantly from 
many streams of Christianity on these points, and it is even 
more important now to understand how.  We’ll examine 
Jewish texts and traditions on the topics of abortion and 
body autonomy. 

Sing a New Song - A Survey of New Melodies for 
Ancient Texts - Wednesday, December 14th, at 7:30 pm.           
 We all have the melodies to certain prayers and texts 
that speak to us - perhaps something from childhood or 
something we’ve learned somewhere along our Jewish 
journeys.  Jewish musicians and composers are always 
finding new ways to bring meaning to ancient texts, and 
we’ll hear how some of them have interpreted them 
through song.  We’ll hear examples from Israeli artists, 

queer Jews, and camp song leaders, and do some 
singing along as well. 

The Zoom invitations will appear closer to their dates 

in the weekly “This Week and Beyond” electronic 

newsletter, on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/

betmish, and our website www.betmish.org.  Classes 

are always free for members of Bet Mishpachah.  

There is a suggested donation of $10 for non-members 

which may be made on our website. 

mailto:choirdirector@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
http://www.facebook.com/betmish
http://www.facebook.com/betmish
http://www.betmish.org/
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     Thank You to Our August Service 
Leaders  

Friday, August 5: Paula Morris and Whitney Babash 
Friday, August 12: Larry Neff and Robyn Helzner 
Saturday, August 13: Rabbi JoHanna Potts and  
  Paula Morris 
Friday, August 19: Louis Blank and Rabbi JoHanna Potts 
Friday, August 26: Allan Armus 
Saturday, August 27: Larry Neff and Vinny Prell 



Welcome to our new Members: 
Daniel Gordon 
Mary Hubbard 

Ross Sawilowsky 
Fredric Javari Joao Nicaciao Silva 

Thank you to our September Service Leaders  
Friday, September 2: Louis Blank 
Friday, September 9:  Ruth Potts, Scott Reiter and  
 Rabbi Ben Shalva 
Saturday, September 10: Jeff Burka and Paula Morris 
Friday, September 16: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, September 23: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and  
 Whitney Babash 
Saturday, September 24: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and  
 Rachel Hamberger 
Friday, September 30: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Elke 
Martin 

 

September Anniversaries 
Letitia Gómez and Ruth Eisenberg 

Joel Wind and Al Munzer 
Donald Jewler and Robert Hollis 
Craig Benson and David Cohen 

James Nathan and Francisco Torres  

September Birthdays  
David Cohen 

Jonathan Edelman 
Letitia Gómez 
Georgia Korn 
Paula Morris 

Beverly Nissenbaum 
Vinny Prell 

Gena Schoen 
Carl Spatz  

This year the Jewish  
Community Relations  
Council (JCRC) of Greater  
Washington will be honoring  
Al Munzer and Joel Wind  
for their many years of  
leadership and dedicated  
service to our community  
and beyond. The event will  
take place at its annual gala on  
September 15, 2022.  
 
Mazal Tov to Al and Joel for this well deserved    
honor! 

Join our High Holy Day Donation Drive  
in support of N Street Village 

  
Each year during the High Holy Days, Bet Mishpachah 
designates N Street Village as a beneficiary of its     
tzedaka. 
  
N Street Village is a community of empowerment and 
recovery for women in Washington, D.C who are un-
housed with low income. The Village also provides af-
fordable rental housing for low and moderate-income 
individuals and families. 
  
This year, the Social Justice Committee is organizing an 
in-kind donation drive of needed toiletries and wellness 
items, which include sample sizes of the following: 

 
Shampoo, shower gel, lotions, toothpaste, 
overnight pads, tissues, sensitive skin face 
wash, detergent, sugar free cough drops,  
acetaminophen and other OTC medicine 

  
Stay tuned for details in This Week and Beyond about 
specific items, and delivery options through Amazon 
Wishlist and at High Holy Day services. The in-kind 
donation information page on betmish.org will go live 
the week before Rosh Hashanah and conclude on Yom 
Kippur. 

http://betmish.org/
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Operating Fund 
Barry Friedman, in memory of Roslyn Eichenbaum, 
 mother of Rabbi Green 
Mindy Gasthalter, in honor of  Deb Hyman’s  
 milestone birthday 
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of James Adams,  
 son of Idalie Adams 
Natasha Kraft 
Georgia Korn and Diane Liff, in memory of  
 Diane’s grandfather, William Lifshitz 
Georgia Korn and Diane Liff, in memory of  
 James Adams, son of Idalie Adams 
Georgia Korn and Diane Liff, im memory of  
 Belle Bergman (aunt) and Rose Rosenfeld 
 (grandmother) 
Georgia Korn and Diane Liff, in memory of  
 Roslyn Eichenbaum, mother of Rabbi Green 
Joel Martin, to remember the humble beginnings  
 of this magical organization 
Ruth Potts and Alex Carter, in memory of  
 Roslyn Eichenbaum, mother of Rabbi Green 
Charles Stewart 
Gilbert Swift 
Rochelle Granat and Rhoda Schulzinger, in honor 
 of Judy Retchin (non-members) 
 

Mark Goldfarb Memorial Accessibility 
Fund 
Devra Floyd 
Rachel Wolkowitz, in memory of Roslyn Eichenbam, 
 mother of Rabbi Green 
 

Joel & Murray Woldman Oneg Shabbat & 
Kiddush Fund  
Elke Martin, in honor of  Eva’s 85th birthday 
Rachel Wolkowitz 

 
Richard Krampf Memorial Social Action 
Fund 
Elke Martin, in honor of Eva’s 85th birthday 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Grace Erdmann and Joe Silver, in honor of  
 Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin, with profound  
 gratitude (non-members) 

July Donations 

We appreciate the generosity of our members 
and friends, and recognize them for their  

support.  

Last year, our con-
gregation pub-
lished a unique, 
gender-neutral 
Machzor, Chade-
ish Yameinu to be 
used during the 
High Holy Days.  
Bet Mishpachah’s 
revised Machzor contains many new readings and interpre-
tive translations. We are proud of this accomplishment and 
thank the liturgy committee for their dedication and hard 
work. Many congregants donated funds to purchase their 
own copy of the Machzor and used it to worship with us 
virtually while they followed the service page by page.   
 
For those of you who do not have a copy at home, and will 
not be attending in-person, we would like to make this op-
tion available for you once again this year as we bring in 
5783.  We offer you several options to obtain this goal. 
 
 If you would like to keep your own copy at home, we 

suggest a donation of $54. Copies will  be available 
during Erev Shabbat services on September 9th, 16th 
and 23rd. Additionally, copies will be available during 
the Torah dedication event on September 18th.  

 
 If you cannot donate at this time, you may borrow one 

during any of these times. 
 
 If you are unable to attend one of these services in per-

son, we will have pick-up points as we did last year in 
DC, Maryland, and NOVA.   

 
 Finally, we can ship you a copy.  Again, you can make 

the arrangements to either give a donation or borrow 
one. In both cases we ask that you help defray the cost 
of postage, which is $15. 
 

Please contact administrator@betmish.org if you would like 
to pick up or have shipped the Machzor.  Our Machzor, 
Chadeish Yameinu, is a wonderful resource to reflect on not 
only during the High Holy Days, but during the year as 
well.  Wishing you a happy and healthy New Year.  Shana 
Tova! 
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Bet Mishpachah Yizkor Booklet for 5783 

In Jewish tradition, when we write the name of 
someone we love or respect who has died, we append 
the Hebrew letters zayin and lamed after their name. 
This stands for zichrono l’vracha, “may they be re-
membered as a blessing.” It means that when we call 
them to mind, we should remember the good that they 
did in their lives and keep it alive through our own ac-
tions. What we do and how we behave is a reflection of 
our parents’, teachers’, and other loved ones’ influence 
on our own lives. We keep our memories of them alive, 
not just by a passive recollection, but by doing some-
thing — a mitzva — and associating their names with 
our actions.  

One way to do this is by making a donation to the 
congregation in their memory and having their names 
published in Bet Mishpachah’s annual Yizkor booklet. 
This booklet is used on Yom Kippur and other holy 
days when Yizkor is observed. This is not the same as 
observing a Yartzeit, the anniversary of a death. Sub-

mitting names for Yartzeit announcements will not re-
sult in the names being published in the Yizkor booklet. 
You must take the active step to perform the mitzva 
by making a donation to publish their names in the Yiz-
kor book. 

We suggest a donation from everyone of at least $18 
(chai = life) per name. But what you give is up to you. 
All donations are greatly appreciated. 

 
Names and donations should be mailed to: 

Bet Mishpachah - Yizkor,   c/o Armus 
4309 11th Street North 

Arlington, VA 2221-4748 
 

Do not send your list and donation to the congrega-
tion’s post office box or include it with your dues. This 
will only delay the process and increase the chance of 
errors. Listings must be received by Friday,             
September 12, 222. 

*********A.    Please print clearly using block letters.   Names will be listed alphabetically. ********* 

 

 

First Name Last Name First Name Last Name 

1.   6.   

2.   7.   

3.   8.   

4.   9.   

5.   10.   

B.  Please list in the section below names and relationships of those who have died during 5782 (since last Rosh ha-Shana). These 

names will be read aloud during the Yizkor service on Yom Kippur. 
 

 

First Name Last Name Relationship Donor First Name Donor Last Name 

Example: Arthur Einberg Father of Morris Einberg 

1.         

2.         

3.         

I am making a donation of $__________, in memory of the above. May their names be remembered as a blessing. 
 
Name of Donor (please print) _____________________________________________________ 
 
EMAIL Address _________________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address ______________________________  City, State_________________________  Zip Code _______________ 
 
Payment can be made through our website, with PayPal Giving, send a check or contact: treasurer@betmish.org  
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Member Yartzeits  
Announced Friday and Saturday, August 26 & 27 (Yartzeits observed August 26-September 1; 
29 Av-5 Elul)    
Bertha Jacobs, Teacher and Friend of Sarajane Garten August 26    
Stephen Lev, Cousin of Larry Neff      August 26    
Eve Panell, Mother of Charles Stewart     August 26    
Ida Sherman, Aunt of Arthur Leabman     August 26    
Isaac Silber, Grandfather of Frances Sneider    August 26    
Renee Reiter, Mother of Scott Reiter      August 27  (30 Av) 
Miriam Chashin, Great Aunt and Godmother of Scott Reiter August 29    
Dorcas Hollis, Mother-in-law of Mark Agrast   August 29    
Isadore Garten, Grandfather of Sarajane Garten   August 30  (3 Elul) 
Elaine Singer, Mother of Michael Singer     August 30    
Frederic Stern, Father of Seymour Stern     August 30    
Nathan Jewler, Father of Donald Jewler     August 31    
Jay Kornfeld, Grandfather of Howard Menaker   August 31  (4 Elul) 
Herbert Roberts, Uncle of Alan Carb      August 31    
Hyman Umansky, Uncle of Morris Umansky   August 31    
Beatrice Web, adoptive Mother of Devra Floyd   August 31    
Tole Madna, Foster father of Al Munzer     September 1  (5 Elul) 
Isaac Magid, Grandfather of Carl Spatz     September 1  (5 Elul) 
 
Announced Friday, September 2 (Yartzeits observed September 2-8; 6-12 Elul)    
Aaron Lax, Grandfather of Stuart Sotsky     September 2  (6 Elul) 
Fanny Stern, Aunt of Larry Neff       September 2   
Ricky Collins, Partner of Charles Stewart    September 3    
Diane Stern, Mother of Seymour Stern     September 4    
Carlos Doernberg, Father of Andres Doernberg   September 5    
Harold Gondelman, Father of Richard Gondelman  September 5  (9 Elul) 
Gertrude Hyman, Paternal Grandmother of Deb Hyman September 5    
Henry Kohn, Father of Margy Kohn      September 5    
Giorgina Vitale, Mother of Loretta Saks     September 5  (9 Elul) 
Mitchell Barlas, Cousin of Judy Barlas     September 6    
David Kushner, Grandfather of Eytan Apelberg   September 6  (10 Elul) 
Max Lewin, Uncle of Larry Neff       September 6    
Shirley Zeizel, Aunt of Michael Singer     September 6    
Israel Sneider, Grandfather of Frances Sneider   September 7    
Jane Zirinsky-Wyatt, Friend of Sarajane Garten   September 7 
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, September 9 and 10 (Yartzeits observed September 9-15;  
13-19 Elul)    
Ben Nissenbaum, Grandfather of Beverly Nissenbaum  September 9  (13 Elul) 
Isidore Freund, Father of Eva Freund and Father-in-law of Elke Martin  September 10    
Sophie Weinstein, Grandmother of Michael Singer   September 10    
Ed Gelman, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia     September 11    
Gilad Goldstein, Cousin of Eryca Kasse      September 11  (15 Elul) 
Gloria Lev, Aunt of Larry Neff        September 12    
Dvoire Rosetsky, Grandmother of Judy Barlas    September 12    
Mildred Saffer, Grandmother of Alicia Saffer    September 12    
Roy Purcell, Grandfather of Mary Hubbard     September 12 
Leon Wind, Father of Joel Wind        September 12  (16 Elul) 
Marilyn Hoffman, Sister of Martin Less      September 13  (17 Elul) 
Bessie Klane, Grandmother of Maxine Klane    September 13    
Benjamin Korn, Father of Georgia Korn      September 13    
Joseph Lev, Cousin of Larry Neff       September 13    
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Joyce Leftwich, Friend of Beth Cohen      September 14    
Member Yartzeits—continued  
 
Announced Friday, September 16 (Yartzeits observed September 16-22; 20-26 Elul)    
Ida Dokelsky, Grandmother of Mitchell Haymes   September 16  (20 Elul) 
Bernard Lev, Uncle of Larry Neff      September 16    
Shelley Negin, Friend of Betty Milgram     September 16  (20 Elul) 
Freda Lev, Aunt of Larry Neff       September 17    
Bernard Most, Cousin of Morris Umansky    September 17    
Sylvia Nakrin, Mother of Jeffrey Nakrin     September 17    
Ilene Skuratofsky, Niece of Morris Umansky   September 17    
Joseph Umansky, Grandfather of Morris Umansky  September 17    
Jack Edwards, Friend of Sarajane Garten     September 19    
Alan Friedman, Husband of Louis Altarescu    September 19    
Louis Shapiro, Uncle of Arthur Leabman    September 19    
Lester Greenfield, Uncle of Eryca Kasse     September 20  (24 Elul) 
Abraham Wolkowitz, Grandfather of Rachel Wolkowitz   September 21  (25 Elul) 
Mark Adams, Nephew of Larry Neff      September 22    
Marvin Spatz, Father of Carl Spatz      September 22  (26 Elul) 
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, September 23 and 24 (Yartzeits observed September 23-29; 27 
Elul-4 Tishrei)    
Mary Snaider, Grandmother of Warren Snaider   September 23  (27 Elul) 
Milton Berelson, Grandfather of Joel Berelson   September 24    
Ted Hyman, Father of Deb Hyman      September 24    
Jennie Woldman, Grandmother of Murray Woldman September 25  (29 Elul) 
Elsie Goldfield, Grandmother of Martin Robinson  September 26    
Goody Gottfried, Great Aunt of Joel Berelson   September 26    
Anna Sotsky, Grandmother of Stuart Sotsky    September 26  (1 Tishrei) 
Leonie Doernberg, Mother of Andres Doernberg   September 27    
Helen Estrin, Grandmother of Donald Jewler    September 27    
Edith Snaider, Aunt of Warren Snaider     September 27  (2 Tishrei) 
Robbie Floyd, Mother of Devra Floyd     September 28    
Robert Schwarz, Father of David Schwarz    September 28    
Louis Kasse, Grandfather of Eryca Kasse    September 29  (4 Tishrei) 
 
Announced Friday September 30 (Yartzeits observed September 30-October 6; 5-11 Tishrei)    
Celia Feldman, Grandmother of Steven Frank   September 30    
Goldie Sotsky, Mother of Stuart Sotsky     September 30  (5 Tishrei) 
Anton Weber, Stepfather of Denise Leish    September 30    
Jacob Apelberg, Father of Eytan Apelberg    October 1  (6 Tishrei) 
Selda Berns, Mother of Jeffrey Berns      October 1  (6 Tishrei) 
Lena Cohen, Grandmother of Marlene Cohen   October 1  (6 Tishrei) 
Linda Cohen, Cousin of Larry Neff      October 2    
Estelle Dembo, Aunt of Jocelyn Kaplan     October 2    
Luciano Vitale, Father of Loretta Saks     October 2  (7 Tishrei) 
William Carter, Father of Alex Carter and Father-in-law of Ruth Potts  October 3    
Daniel Eneman, Uncle of Jeffrey Berns     October 3  (8 Tishrei) 
Ida Fox, Grandmother of David Fox      October 3  (8 Tishrei) 
Tiffany Williams, Niece of Sonja Williams, Devra Floyd's loving Partner  October 3    
Esther Eisenberg, Grandmother of Ruth Eisenberg  October 5  (10 Tishrei) 
Reuven Eisenberg, Grandfather of Ruth Eisenberg  October 5  (10 Tishrei) 
Jerome Nakrin, Father of Jeffrey Nakrin     October 5  (10 Tishrei) 
Meier Szachter, Grandfather of Ruth Eisenberg   October 5  (10 Tishrei) 
Edward Greenberg, Brother-in-law of Davi LaBarre  October 6    
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Shabbat Services  
Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services 
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in thr Kay 
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our 
website for details.  The Zoom meeting number will be 
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and 
Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services 
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion 
(in lieu of a sermon)  If you would like to be a sponsor 
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/85094BAFAC28A3FC1-
erev. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our 
weekly email. 
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
and number of expected attendees 
to administrator@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of GLBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch 
and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 
 
Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to 
announce a death in your family, 
email bereavement@betmish.org. 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah.  The newsletter is 
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles, 
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of 
the month prior to publication to 
administrator@betmish.org. 
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, 
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well 
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email newsletter, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website 
at www.betmish.org with information about our 
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our 
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites 
of interest. 
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our 
editorial or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for new members, 
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the 
DC metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to membershipdirector@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — 
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim 
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is 
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive 
the information. Please email us 
at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 
Women’s Outreach Program 
On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 we pour 
our favorite beverage to go along with our own 
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and 
conversation. We continue to gather virtually every week 
and may try an in-person option soon. If you have any 
questions contact programmingdirector@betmish.org  
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.          
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and 
we welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-
binary people.  

https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ...................................  .............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  .............................  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Mitchell Haymes  .............................  .............................  president@betmish.org  
   Rabbinic Liaison Committee:  Al Munzer 
 
Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  ..........................  .............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Whitney Babash  .............................  .............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:   ..........................  .............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Rachel Wolkowitz  .  .............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

Choir (Tach’shitim):  ........................................  .............................  choirdirector@betmish.org 
High Holy Days: Paula Morris, Rachel Hamberger & Joseph Pomper   hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter  ....................  .............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Rachel Wolkowitz  ...........................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 

Director of Membership:  Deb Hyman ................  .............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
   Strategic Planning Task Force: Deb Hyman 
 
Director of Operations ........................................ …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator .............................  .............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Coordinator  ...................................  .............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd  ..................  sign@betmish.org  

 
Director of Programming: Paula Morris  .............  .............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  .............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn .....................  .............................  education@betmish.org  

 
Director of Community Affairs: Brian Parks ........  .............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Jewish Community Relations Council representative: Stuart Sotsky 
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Bruce Horowitz  .........................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger……………………….. ..  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Barbara Lewis  ............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee: Allan Armus .................  .............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  .........  .............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: James Radack ........................ ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  
Keshet Rising .................................................  .............................  yp@betmish.org 

 
STAFF 

Executive Director:  Joshua Maxey ....................  .............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. ............  administrator@betmish.org 
Congregational Bookkeeper:    Elke Martin 


