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Words From Our Rabbi 

By Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 

 
Last year, our celebratory Holy Days of Sukkot and 
Simchat Torah were interrupted with the shocking 
reality of the October 7th attacks.  Our joy turned to 
shock and mourning.  Our dancing turned to crying.  
Since that moment, our worry for Israelis and inno-
cent Gazans has remained as violence has gripped the 
region.  This year, October 7th falls squarely in be-
tween Rosh ha-Shana and Yom Kippur.  Our holiest 
days bring extra weight with them this year.  The in-
security we feel as a result of increased antisemitism 
colors our High Holy Day experience, as it does our 
daily lived experiences of being a Jew in the world.  
The insecurity extends to queer spaces where we once 
felt at home, but now question whether our Jewish-
ness puts us at risk of vitriol or worse.   
 
This High Holy Day season, we will mourn with the 
rest of the Jewish world and pray for peace.  We will 
call for hostages to be released and for the hostilities 
to cease.  Later in the month, Sukkot and Simchat To-
rah will come around again.  The Jewish calendar 
calls on us to rejoice and to dance once more, even in 
this new reality.  Sukkot is known as Z’man sim-
chateinu, the season of our joy.  It is a time when 
mourning takes a back seat to gladness, even when the 
reality on the ground is hard to stomach.  In The Jew-
ish Way, Rabbi Yitz Greenberg writes, “On Passover, 
Jews restage the great event of liberation. Sukkot 
celebrates the way of liberation—the march across a 
barren desert to freedom and the Promised Land.”  
When are not yet at the promised land, we are on the 
way to it.  And yet, our joy is supposed to be 
excessive even though we haven’t reached our 
eventual destination. 
 

What joy can we find this year, in the midst of such 
pain?  How can we feel happy when we are also 
marking a terrible and tragic first yartzeit?  I think 
there is great wisdom in the traditions associate with 
these Holy Days.  On Sukkot we spend significant 
time outdoors, experiencing the natural elements and 
attempting to find gratitude for the cycles of time and 
the abundance in our world.  We are meant to get 
back to the elements, and simultaneously spend time 
with one another.  We also invite ushpizin - honored 
guests - into our sukka.  In doing so, we surround our-
selves with beauty, with friends and loved ones, and 
we try to connect to ancestors who came before us.  
This is how we find joy.  On Simchat Torah, we fin-
ish reading the Torah scroll and immediately begin 
again.  We dance and sing with the knowledge that 
every ending has a kernel of renewal within it.  This 
practice forces us to see potential within moments 
that might otherwise feel like a sad ending. 
 
This year especially, I encourage you to turn to these 
wise and ancient traditions in order to find light in the 
darkness.  Even as we say Mourner’s Kaddish for 
those who died on October 7th and afterward, we can 
find ways to rejoice in our continued survival and in 
our march toward freedom and a more just world.   
 
The 30th Psalm ends with the hopeful and inspiring 
statement: “You turned my mourning into dancing, 
you undid my sackcloth and girded me with joy, the 
my whole being might sing to you endlessly.”  May it 
be so for us throughout these Holy Days. 
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If We Can Hear 

If we can hear the words from Sinai, then love will flow from us, 
and we shall serve all that is holy with all our intellect and all our  
passion and all our life. 
If we can serve all that is holy, 
we shall be doing all that humans can to help the rains flow, 
the grasses to be green, the grains to grow up golden like the sun, 
and the rivers to be filled with life once more. 
All the children of G-d shall eat, and there will be enough. 
 
But if we turn from Sinai’s words, 
and serve only what is common and profane, 
making gods of our own comfort and power, 
then the holiness of life will contract for us, 
Our world will grow inhospitable to rains from heaven, 
and the produce of the earth will not be ours, 
or worse: It will be ours unjustly. 
And our acts shall isolate us from the flowing waves of green and gold. 
 
Let us therefore lace these words into our passion and our intellect, 
and bind them, all of us, as a sign upon our hands and our eyes, 
writing them in mezuzot for our doors and gates, 
studying them with those who join with us, 
that our generations may be as numerous as the stars of heaven and the  
dust of earth, 
And as faithful as the living waters that unite them all. 

 

Rabbi Richard Levy 

Chadeish Yameinu page 289 

Homage to Allan Armus, z”l 
  

Join us at the Bet Mishpachah Cemetery on  
Sunday, October 6th, at 11:00 am, for the dedica-
tion of a memorial stone to Allan Armus z”l, for a 
memorial program officiated by Rabbi Jake Singer-
Beilin. 
  
Space for the stone was donated by the Elesavetgrad 
Cemetery Association, for the grassy area to the left 
of the Bet Mishpachah Cemetery marker and direct-
ly in front of the chapel doors.   One of the speakers that morning will be  
Charlie G. Meyers, President of the Cemetery Association. 
  
The stone itself was paid for by five of Allan’s friends.  If you wish to join in 
making a financial contribution in memory of Allan, donations to the congrega-
tion can be made to the Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund.  This fund provides for 
our sign-interpreters at Bet Mishpachah services, including the High Holy 
Days.  Allan set up the fund in memory of his husband, Mark Goldfarb, z”l. 
  
For those driving, there is parking behind the chapel, reached by the long road-
way at the right of the cemetery entrance.  Cemetery brochures give the address 
as 3233 15th Place SE, Washington, DC, 20020.  Given a street name-change, 
the sign at the entrance will read:  1496 Congress Street, SE.  The cemetery 
itself is a bit of a long walk from the Congress Heights Metro station on the 
Green line.  

http://www.facebook.com/betmish
http://www.facebook.com/groups/Betmish
https://youtube.com/@betmishpachah?si=tA1DDcl1WzW0OhVV
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NEW PERSPECTIVES, OLD COMPLAINTS  
Rosh ha-Shana Morning II  

 
By Marc A. Bernstein, September 2023  

 
 We read from the Torah five times during the High Holy Days. A few things are 
included. Much is not. Let’s first recap what we do read. Both yesterday’s reading and 
today’s came from Genesis, the first book of the Torah. Yesterday’s portion told of 
the birth of a son, Isaac, to Abraham and Sarah, the first patriarch and matriarch. This 
morning’s reading is from the following chapter of that book. It describes the Akidah, 
an incident that almost led to Isaac’s premature demise. Adonai tells Abraham to take 
Isaac to Mt. Moriah and prepare him as a sacrifice. Abraham proceeds to do so until 
an angel intervenes and Isaac is spared.  
 Our next reading will come on Saturday, Shabbat Shuva. This is the final portion 
of the annual weekly cycle and encompasses the penultimate chapter of the Torah. 

Moses, the leader of the Israelites since their enslavement in Egypt, offers final thoughts for the community before 
they proceed to the Promised Land and his life ends.  
 The Yom Kippur morning Torah reading is also from Deuteronomy. It is a section of one of Moses’s earlier val-
edictory addresses. The final High Holy Days reading, which takes place on Yom Kippur afternoon, is the Holiness 
Code from Leviticus.  
 So what’s left out? Currently, we do not read anything from Exodus. But this congregation’s practice was dif-
ferent before we adopted our current machzor, which focuses upon the traditional Torah readings. For many years 
the Torah reading on the second day of Rosh ha-Shana was an excerpt from Exodus describing the building of the 
Tabernacle.  
 Then there is the Torah’s remaining book: Numbers. As far as I can recall, this congregation has never read 
from Numbers during the High Holy Days. So I have never had the opportunity — at least until today — to talk at 
the High Holy Days about my favorite Torah book.  
 Of course, the reason for my affection towards Numbers may explain why it is not a prime choice for High Holy 
Days reading. An objective of the High Holy Days is to provide admirable examples for people to emulate. Good 
luck finding these in Numbers, where no one seems to be presented at their best.  Certainly not the community. 
They’re busy complaining throughout the book. They complain about the lack of variety in their diet and a shortage 
of water. They lament that they will be slaughtered by more powerful inhabitants once they enter the Promised 
Land. A group of disaffected priests attempts to launch a revolt against Moses.  
 Adonai frequently comes across as aggrieved or peeved — and does not suffer silently. Faced with misconduct 
and impiety, Adonai sets fires in the camp, inundates it with quail, and afflicts the people with disasters. Over 
40,000 people die in two plagues, a quarter-million in a fire. In the interest of retribution, Adonai ensures that nearly 
none of the individuals liberated from Egypt will ever set foot in the Promised Land. Nor are those in the leadership 
immune from punishment. Miriam is stricken with a skin disease attempting to justify denigrating comments about 
her brother Moses as a prophecy. Moses himself is punished for disobeying an instruction.  
 While Moses’s portrayal is more benign, he is hardly a model of satisfaction. Several times he must dicker with 
Adonai to reduce a proposed punishment for the community. And in one memorable passage, he displays his own 
grievance, telling Adonai, “I cannot carry all the people by myself, it is too much for me. If you would deal thus 
with me, kill me rather, I beg you, and let me see no more of my wretched mess.”  
 The contrast between Abraham’s dutiful stoicism in today’s Torah portion and the pushback and complaining 
Moses provides in Numbers could not be more vivid. Leave aside for a moment the question of which example is 
more admirable. There’s little doubt which one is more realistic.  
 Jews in Numbers were hardly the last to express dissatisfaction and grievance. Look at the scriptures: Those 
prophets certainly know how to kvetch! Look at your family tree: mine certainly has its share of complainers. And I 
do not seem to be alone in this regard.  
 Look at popular culture. Complaining Jews on your TV! Consider “The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel,” the streaming 
series about a trailblazing mid-century woman comedian from New York City. It’s central to the plot the title char-
acter, Miriam Masiel, and her family are Jewish. During her initial standup routine in the first episode, Mrs. Maisel 
has more than a few complaints — mainly about Mr. Maisel, soon to be her ex-husband. But she also carps about 
the location of the bathroom in the club where she is performing, as the flushing drowns out her punchlines.  
  

Continued on page 7 
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From the Programming Committee 

October promises to be a lively month for our programming sched-
ule.  On October 22nd, we are cosponsoring a program with A Wide 
Bridge called "Queers against Antisemitism."  On October 19th, we will 
hold our annual Sukkot potluck in the DCJCC's sukka.  Please bring your 
own supper plus a dish to share.  We will start the evening at 5:30 pm 
with Havdala led by Scott Reiter.  We will also have the congregation's 
lulav and etrog on hand for those who would like to say the blessings 
over them.  At 2:00 pm on October 27th, in honor of LGBTQ History 
Month, Eva Freund will talk to us about her involvement with the Mattachine Society, an early DC gay rights 
organization founded in 1961.  This program will be via Zoom only.   
 
If you would like to help the programming committee plan future programs or if you have ideas for potential 
programs, please contact us at programmingdirector@betmish.org.  
 
For a sneak peek at November programming we will have a panel discussion on Conversos, an evening out at 
Theater J and a speaker for Trans Day of Remembrance.  Additionally, we will be holding our annual Veter-
ans Shabbat on November 8th and our New Member Shabbat on November 22nd. Watch our weekly newslet-
ter for details on these and other upcoming events. 

Past Events from the Programming Committee: 
Picnic at Rock Creek Park 

Past Events from the Programming Committee: 
September speaker from Herut, Aaron Roth 

 
 

Maryland Chavura 

mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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Rabbi Jakes’s Fall Classes   
 

Rabbi Jake will be teaching a wonderful variety of class topics this fall. These classes 
are free-standing events. Join us for one or all.  
 
Queer Jewish Poets and Poetry - Saturday October 26th, following services, at 
12:30 pm. In person and on Zoom.  
Delve into poetry that reflects LGBTQ Jews and their experiences. The intersection 
of identities, of tradition and contemporary interpretation, can lead to beautiful and 

provocative pieces. No prior experience with poetry is necessary - though if you have your own pieces to share, that is 
most welcome!  
 
Enlightenment, Emancipation, and the Dawn of Jewish Religious Movements – Wednesday November 13th, at 
7:30 pm, on Zoom.   The Reform, Conservative, Reconstructionist, and Orthodox movements within American Juda-
ism can trace their origin back to Europe in the 18th and 19th centuries. The seismic shifts that helped shape the mod-
ern world also helped shape Judaism as we know it. Ideas of liberty, citizenship, democracy, and science found their 
way into the religious landscape as well as the political. The emergence of these Jewish movements led to our own 
forms of Judaism today, and greatly affected how communities welcomed LGBTQ people (or didn’t).  
 
Spiritual Resources for Aging – Wednesday December 11th, at 7:30 pm, on Zoom.  Our Jewish tradition helps us 
navigate all stages of life, so it only makes sense that we would find ancient and modern wisdom on the process of ag-
ing. Let’s find out what resources exist within Judaism to bring meaning, ritual, and understanding to this part of life.  
 
The Zoom meeting numbers will appear closer to their dates in the weekly electronic newsletter. Classes are always 
free for members of Bet Mishpachah. There is a suggested donation of $10 for nonmembers which may be made on our 
website.  

Join us for a special Sukkot program 
Saturday, October 19th, at 5:30 pm 

Potluck dinner in the Sukka at the EDCJCC 
  

Fulfill one of the mitzvot of the holiday of Sukkot – 
eat in a sukka.  We have reserved the sukka at the 
EDCJCC for a special Bet Mishpachah program.  
Bring your own meal and dessert, or a side dish to 
share.  We will begin the evening with Havdala to 
end Shabbat.  Bring a friend!  Bring your partner!  
All are welcome.  There will be a lulav and etrog 
available for those who wish to recite the blessing 
(another Sukkot mitzva). 
 
RSVP to mgasthalter@gmail.com so we know how 
many to expect. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tikkun Olam!  
Be a SHERO for our neighbor,                        
N Street Village! 
 
For our High Holy Days tzedaka project, we are 
again raising funds to support N Street Village and 
together, we can make a difference for women expe-
riencing homelessness in Washington, DC. This 
cause is important to us and you can create a big im-
pact by donating to our SHERO team page:  https://
shero24.nstreetvillage.org/t/bet-mish.  Last year we 
collected over $1800 which made a huge impact on 
many individuals. 
 
We hope you will support our efforts to help end 
homelessness, one woman at a time. Thank you! 
Bet Mishpachah Social Action Committee.  This year 
the Shero walk will take place on Saturday, October 
19th. Thanks in advance!   

https://shero24.nstreetvillage.org/t/bet-mish
https://shero24.nstreetvillage.org/t/bet-mish
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High Holy Days Service Schedule 
 

Wednesday, October 2nd, Erev Rosh ha-Shana 1, 8:00 pm:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Alex Carter  
co-lead, with Rabbi Ben Shalva as Hazzan and Vinny Prell as Darshanit. Choir: Tash’shitim. 
In-person Sign Interpretation 
 
Thursday, October 3rd, Rosh ha-Shana Morning 1, 10:00 am: Vinny Prell and Larry Neff co-lead, with 
Rabbi Ben Shalva as Hazzan and Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin as Darshan.   Choir: Tash’shitim. 
 
Thursday, October 3rd, Tashlich Service, 3:00 pm:  Eryca Kasse leads at the P Street Beach (P Street and 
23rd St NW).  
 
Thursday, October 3rd, Erev Rosh ha-Shana 2—No services at Bet Mishpachah 
 
Friday, October 4th, Rosh ha-Shana Morning 2, 10:00 am:  Jeff Burka and Paula Morris co-lead with 
Marc Bernstein as Darshan. 
 
Friday, October 4th, Erev Shabbat Shuva, 8:00 pm:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin leads. 
 
Friday, October 11th, Kol Nidrei,  7:00 pm:  Ruth Potts and Scott Reiter co-lead, with Rabbi Ben Shalva 
as Hazzan and Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin as Darshan.  Choir: Tash’shitim. 
 
Saturday, October 12th, Yom Kippur Morning Service, 10:00 am:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Rachel 
Hamberger co-lead, with Rabbi Ben Shalva as Hazzan.  Choir: Tash’shitim. 
 
Saturday, October 12th, Martyrology/Yizkor Service, 12:30 pm:  Elke Martin  and James Radack co-lead.  
 
Saturday, October 12th, Rabbi’s Study Session, 3:00 pm:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin teaches, “Writings 
and Reflections on October 7th and Beyond.”  
 
Saturday, October 12th, 5:00 pm, Mincha Service:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Mindy Gasthalter co-
lead with Rabbi Ben Shalva as Hazzan. In-person Sign Interpretation.  
 
Saturday, October 12th, N’ila/Havdala, 6:00 pm: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Paula Morris co-lead with 
Rabbi Ben Shalva as Hazzan. In-person Sign Interpretation.  
 
Saturday, October 12th, 7:00 pm, Break-the-Fast (by pre-registration). 
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Continued from page 3 
 
 Then there are complaints in song. Noah Kahan is a 
commercially successful 27-year-old pop singer who has 
introduced himself at concerts as “the Jewish Ed Sheeran,” 
Sheeran being an English singer with two of the top twenty 
highest-grossing concert tours ever. In the chorus of his 
song “New Perspective,” Kahan offers a cranky observation 
on development in his native Vermont:  
 
 Ooh, this town is for the record now  
 The intersection got a Target  
 And they're calling it downtown  
 You and all of your new perspective now  
 Wish I could shut it in a closet  
 And drag you back down. 
 
 Should the High Holy Days be principally a time for the 
airing of grievances? Of course not. Jews already have a 
book of Lamentations. And we are not here to engage in a 
songwriting workshop.  
 To the contrary, we need to do more than catalog prob-
lems during the High Holy Days. We need to identify solu-
tions. Yet here complaining can play a role. New perspec-
tives are best when they remedy known problems. And 
while some complaints are mere grievances, real problems 
are at the core of others.   
 After all, much of Moses’s complaining in Numbers 
involved real problems. He was required to lead a quarrel-
some people while conveying to them the messages of a 
demanding, and frequently temperamental, Adonai. A good 
deal of Moses’s complaining yielded substantial benefits: 
subordinates to relieve his burdens, a council of elders to 
improve morale, more lenient treatment for the people from 
Adonai. While several of the solutions that Adonai provid-
ed, such as food falling from the sky and water flowing 
from rocks, were truly divine intervention, others were not. 
Instead, they were ones Moses could have applied using the 
resources available to him.  
 We too can use our complaints beneficially. Well-
intentioned advice offered during the High Holy Days — 
follow heroic examples! take a spiritual inventory! — may 
sometimes seem unrealistic or overly abstract. Our own 
problems, however, are quite concrete. The first step to 
solving a problem is acknowledging it. What should one do 
next? The temptation to whine, in lyric or prose, or pound 
on the table may be high, but is unlikely to yield a solution. 
What about adopting the stoicism of Abraham? It worked 
for him in today’s reading, but his approach does not re-
ceive uniform acclaim. Our own machzor contains a mid-
rash asking in effect why Abraham didn’t push back and 
complain, rather than waiting for serendipity to solve his 
problem.   
 G-d does not communicate directly with us, unlike 
Abraham and Moses. But, as spiritual leaders often tell us, 
the High Holy Days liturgy allows one to communicate with 

the divine through prayer. Perhaps you don’t really 
believe that. Or you perceive that the notion that    
G-d — or anyone else with the power to help — 
hears your prayers to be fanciful. Nevertheless, the 
High Holy Days liturgy provides numerous exam-
ples of attainable positive behaviors, as well as co-
pious advice on what to avoid. It also provides the 
opportunity for self-reflection. Recall, Moses could 
have found several solutions to his complaints right 
in front of him had he focused. Self-reflection, even 
if borne out of exasperation, may also work for you.  
 Even if you have spent the last few minutes 
daydreaming about how it might be satisfying to 
shut down my perspectives by stuffing them in a 
closet, it will have served a purpose if you are 
thinking about positive things you can do instead. 
So complain, act annoyed, perhaps even feel sorry 
for yourself. But then attempt to identify possible 
solutions. You won’t be acting like Abraham in to-
day’s portion, but you will be in fine company: that 
of Moses. Shana Tova.  
  

Book Group meets in October 
 
The Bet Mishpa-
chah Book Group will meet 
via  Zoom, Sunday, October 
20th, starting at 4:00 pm, to 
discuss Moonglow, by        
Michael Chabon.  
 
This highly ac-
claimed novel by Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author Michael 
Chabon has been described as 

"a work of fictional nonfiction, an autobiography 
wrapped in a novel disguised as a memoir."  Based 
on recollections his terminally ill grandfather 
shared with him, Chabon chronicles the life of a 
WW2 soldier, engineer and rocket enthusiast who 
married a troubled Jewish survivor from France 
and lived a challenging, wandering life in postwar 
America. The novel unfolds as the deathbed con-
fessions of a man the narrator refers to only as his 
grandfather. From the perspective of the dying 
man’s grandson, we learn of love, suffering, and 
the impact of lies, all set in the twentieth century.  
 
All Bet Mish members are welcome to join the 
discussion.  To receive the Zoom link, please 
email  bookgroup@betmish.org.  

mailto:bookgroup@betmish.org
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August Donations 
 We appreciate the generosity of our 

members and friends, and recognize them 
for their support.  

 
Joel and Murray Woldman Kiddush and  
 Oneg Fund 
Louis Blank 
Diane Liff and Georgia Korn, in honor of Georgia’s 
 birthday 
Al Munzer and Joel Wind, in honor of their  
 anniversary 
 
Operating Fund 
Berel Dorfman 
Alex Carter 
Scott Reiter 
Barry Friedman, in honor of CK Yim’s birthday 
Barry Friedman, in honor of Joseph Pomper 
 
Siddur and Machzor Fund 
Barry Friedman, in memory of Marilyn Dzen 
Leib Kaminsky 
 
Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund 
Devra Floyd 
 
In honor of Bet Mishpachah’s upcoming 
50th anniversary 
Patricia Carlton 
Warren Snaider 
Marisa Uchin 
 
Yizkor Donations 
Mark Agrast 
Douglas Auerbach  
David Bachman  
Barbara Becker and Jutta Brettschneider  
Joel Berelson  
Marc A Bernstein  
Louis Blank  
Nathaniel Deutsch 
Ruth Eisenberg 
Barry Friedman  

Yizkor Donations 
Letitia Gomez 
Jennifer Helburn 
Robert Hollis and Don Jewler 
Bruce Horowitz 
John Kaboff 
Jocelyn Kaplan  
Andi H. Kasarsky 
Eryca Kasse  
Maxine Klane 
Margy Kohn 
Barry Kropf  
Davi LaBarre 
Arthur Leabman 
Diane Liff. and Georgia Korn 
Joel Martin 
Paula Morris and Deborah Hyman  
Michelle Munson 
Al Munzer and Joel Wind 
Jeff Nakrin 
Larry Neff 
Emily Pitt 
Nancy Polikoff 
Joseph Pomper 
Scott Reiter and David Vostrizansky 
Rod Ross 
Tom Sachs 
Rabbi Bob and Loretta Saks 
Alicia Saffer 
Gena Schoen 
David Schwarz 
Warren Snaider 
Seymour Stern  
Morris Umansky 
Elyse Wander and Judy Retchin  
Steven Weinberg  
Noah Wofsy 
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     Thank You to Our October  
Service Leaders  

Wednesday, October 2, Erev Rosh ha-Shana: 
 Alex Carter and Rabbi Jake-Singer Beilin 
Thursday, October 3, Rosh ha-Shana I: Larry Neff 
 and Vinny Prell 
Friday, October 4: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  
Friday, October 11, Kol Nidre: Ruth Potts and  
 Scott Reiter 
Saturday, October 12, Yom Kippur morning: 
 Rachel Hamberger and Rabbi Jale Singer-Beilin 
 Yom Kippur  (Yizkor): Elke Martin and  
 James Radack 
 Yom Kippur (Mincha): Mindy Gasthaltar and 
 Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
 Yom Kippur (N'ilah): Paula Morris and  
 Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  
Friday, October 18, Sukkot Shabbat Chol ha-Moed: 
 TBD 
Friday, October 25:  TBD  
Saturday, October 26: TBD   
 

 

  

Welcome new members 
David Brian Esch 

Thank you to our September 
Service Leaders  

Friday, September 6: Vinny Prell and Larry Neff 
Friday, September 13: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Saturday, September 14: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and 
 Rachel Hamberger 
Friday, September 20: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and 
 Alex Carter  
Friday, September 27: Ruth Potts and Scott Reiter 
Saturday, September 28: Paula Morris, Jeff Burka and 
 Marc Bernstein 

 

October Anniversaries 
 

Kasey Bigsby and Evan Zuckerman 
Beverly Nissenbaum and Marlene Cohen 

Ed Knight and Steve Frank 
Diane Liff and Georgia Korn 

Debra Montanino and Joan Sherman 

October Birthdays 
Eytan Apelberg 

Mary Arras 
Beth Cohen 

Jerald Goldberg 
Michael Lustig 

Scott Reiter 
Matthew Saal 

Ross Sawilowsky 
Roger Schechter 
Israel Sheinbein 
Warren Snaider 
Stuart Sotsky 

Seymour Stern 
Catherine Tarabochia 

Neela Taub 
Murray Woldman 

Celebrate Your Joy 

 
Friday, October 25th will be our next "Simchat 
Shabbat," a way in which our members can celebrate 
together.  Let us know if you have cause to celebrate 
in the way of a birthday, anniversary, or other spe-
cial occasion and we will share in your joy each 
month.  A special blessing will be recited for all those 
celebrating.  
 
If you would like to help sponsor towards the en-
hanced Oneg for that Friday, please let us know.  Con-
tact Mindy at  
membershipdirector@betmish.org.  
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to: 

Robert Margrave and David Fox, on the loss of their sister and sister-in-law, Becky Margrave Deopere  

Member Yartzeits  
 

Announced Friday & Saturday, September 27 & 28  (Yartzeits observed September 27- October 3;  
24 Elul – 1 Tishrei) 
Leonie Doernberg, Mother of Andres Doernberg    September 27  
Helen Estrin, Grandmother of Donald Jewler     September 27  
Lester Greenfield, Uncle of Eryca Kasse      September 27 (24 Elul) 
Robbie Floyd, Mother of Devra Floyd      September 28  
Robert Schwarz, Father of David Schwarz     September 28  
Abraham Wolkowitz, Grandfather of Rachel Wolkowitz September 28 (25 Elul) 
Marvin Spatz, Father of Carl Spatz       September 29 (26 Elul) 
Celia Feldman, Grandmother of Steven Frank    September 30  
Mary Snaider, Grandmother of Warren Snaider    September 30 (27 Elul) 
Anton Weber, Stepfather of Denise Leish     September 30  
Linda Cohen, Cousin of Larry Neff       October 2  
Estelle Dembo, Aunt of Jocelyn Kaplan      October 2  
Jennie Woldman, Grandmother of Murray Woldman  October 2 (29 Elul) 
William Carter, Father of Alex Carter and Father-in-law of Ruth Potts  October 3   
 
Announced Friday October 4  (Yartzeits observed October 4-10; 2-8 Tishrei) 
Hermine Gladstone, Mother of David Sobelsohn    October 4 (2 Tishrei) 
Edith Snaider, Aunt of Warren Snaider      October 4 (2 Tishrei) 
Edward Greenberg, Brother in law of Davi LaBarre   October 06  
Louis Kasse, Grandfather of Eryca Kasse     October 6 (4 Tishrei) 
Henry Morris, Father of Paula Morris and Ronni Karambelas October 6 (4 Tishrei)   
Goldie Sotsky, Mother of Stuart Sotsky      October 7 (5 Tishrei) 
Jacob Apelberg, Father of Eytan Apelberg     October 8 (6 Tishrei) 
Selda Berns, Mother of Jeffrey Berns       October 8 (6 Tishrei) 
Lena Cohen, Grandmother of Marlene Cohen    October 8 (6 Tishrei) 
Max Kasarsky, Grandfather of Andi Kasarsky    October 9 
Arthur Hollis, Father of Robert Hollis      October 9  
Luciano Vitale, Father of Loretta Saks      October 9 (7 Tishrei) 
Daniel Eneman, Uncle of Jeffrey Berns      October 10 (8 Tishrei) 
Ida Fox, Grandmother of David Fox       October 10 (8 Tishrei) 
Bertha Halpern, Grandmother of Roger Schechter   October 10  
Rose Kahn, Grandmother of Jeffrey Kahn     October 10  
Mario Tarabochia, Uncle of Catherine Tarabochia   October 10  
 
Announced Friday & Saturday, October 11 & 12 (Yom Kippur)  (Yartzeits observed October 11-17;  
9-15 Tishrei) 
Fannie Neff, Grandmother of Larry Neff      October 11  
Mark Dunn, Dearest friend of Neela Taub     October 12  
Patricia Durkin, Sister-in-law of Thomas Sachs    October 12  
Esther and Reuven Eisenberg, Grandparents of Ruth Eisenberg   October 12 (10 Tishrei) 
Jerome Nakrin, Father of Jeffrey Nakrin      October 12 (10 Tishrei) 
Meier Szachter, Grandfather of Ruth Eisenberg    October 12 (10 Tishrei) 
Marcus Burstein, Member of Bet Mishpachah    October 13  
Ada Solomon, Aunt of Steven Frank       October 13  
Steven Greenfield, Cousin of Eryca Kasse     October 14  
Fay Most, Aunt of Morris Umansky       October 14  
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Member Yartzeits, continued 

Announced Friday & Saturday, October 11 & 12 (Yom Kippur)  (Yartzeits observed October 11-17;  
9 -15 Tishrei) 
Joseph Sotsky, Grandfather of Stuart Sotsky     October 14 (12 Tishrei) 
Himey Snaider, Father of Warren Snaider     October 15 (13 Tishrei) 
Carole Bibula, Aunt of Mindy Gasthalter      October 16  
Esther Cohen, Aunt of Denise Leish       October 16  
David Parrish, Cousin of Martin Robinson     October 16  
Louis Wolpert, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia    October 16  
Sarah Accornero, Aunt of Denise Leish      October 17  
 
Announced Friday, October 18  (Yartzeits observed October 18-24; 16-22 Tishrei) 
Ruth Castle, Cousin of Larry Neff       October 18  
Lillian Masia, Grandmother of Martin Robinson    October 18  
Helen Spatz, Grandmother of Carl Spatz      October 18 (16 Tishrei) 
David Auerbach, Father of Douglas Auerbach    October 20  
Rosalyn Carb, Mother of Alan Carb       October 20 (18 Tishrei) 
Saul Carb, Uncle of Alan Carb        October 20 (18 Tishrei) 
Bernice Rosenblatt, Aunt of Alan Carb      October 20 (18 Tishrei) 
Anna Carb, Grandmother of Alan Carb      October 21  
Judah Chiprut, Grandfather of Beverly Nissenbaum   October 21 (19 Tishrei) 
Herschel Greenberg, Father-in-law of Davi LaBarre   October 21  
Jean Greenberg, Mother-in-law of Davi LaBarre    October 21  
Marian Smolin, Aunt of Michael Singer      October 21  
David Wandersman, Father of Suzanne Wandersman  October 21 (19 Tishrei) 
Alvin Baraff, Member of Bet Mishpachah     October 24  
Esther Lax, Grandmother of Stuart Sotsky     October 24 (22 Tishrei) 
Deborah Potts, Mother of Ruth Potts and Mother-in-Law of Alex Carter October 24 (22 Tishrei) 
William Verdin, Grandfather of Catherine Tarabochia  October 24  
 
Announced Friday & Saturday, October 25 & 26  (Yartzeits observed October 25-31; 23-29 Tishrei) 
Leo Kraft, Grandfather of Natasha Kraft      October 25 (23 Tishrei) 
Marsha Levy, Member of Bet Mishpachah     October 25  
Allan Nesvisky, Cousin of Larry Neff      October 25  
Jeffrey Sarrin, Member of Bet Mishpachah     October 25  
William Sobelsohn, Father of David Sobelsohn    October 25 (23 Tishrei) 
Arthur Wolf, Uncle of Jerald Goldberg      October 25  
Sylvia Casel, Cousin of Larry Neff       October 26  
Alvin Lehman, Uncle of Michael Hoffman     October 26 (24 Tishrei) 
Benny Waxman, Friend of Stuart Sotsky and Larry Neff and past board member October 26 (24 Tishrei) 
Freda Casel, Great-aunt of Larry Neff      October 27  
Chaim Gloger, Grandfather of Erica Gloger     October 27  
Rose Youngman, Grandmother of Joel Wind     October 28 (26 Tishrei) 
Vasco Jones, Stepfather of Devra Floyd      October 29  
Gedalia Londner, Father of Hank Londner     October 29  
Sol Weinshelbaum, Grandfather of Eryca Kasse    October 29 (27 Tishrei) 
Mildred Backelman, Mother of Cookie Backelman   October 30  
Jaime Gómez, Brother of Letitia Gómez      October 30  
Janet Kelly, Mother-in-law of Marisa Uchin     October 30  
Beverly Abrams, Mother of Andrew Abrams    October 31  
Eva Leabman, Mother of Arthur Leabman     October 31 (29 Tishrei) 
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Shabbat Services  
Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services 
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay 
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our 
website for details.  The Zoom meeting number will be 
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and 
Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services 
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion 
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor 
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.betmish.org/oneg. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our 
weekly email. 
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
location, occasion and number of expected attendees 
to executivedirector@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of LGBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch, 
Andrea Jennetta and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 
 
Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to 
announce a death in your family, 
email bereavement@betmish.org. 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah.  The newsletter is 
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles, 
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of 
the month prior to publication to 
administrator@betmish.org. 
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, 
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well 
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email newsletter, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website 
at www.betmish.org with information about our 
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our 
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites 
of interest. 
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our 
editorial or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for new members, 
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the 
DC metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to membershipdirector@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — 
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim 
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is 
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive 
the information. Please email us 
at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 
Women’s Outreach Program 
On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 pm 
we pour our favorite beverage to go along with our own 
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and 
conversation. We continue to gather every month both in-
person and virtually. If you have any 
questions contact religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.          
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and  
welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-binary 
people.  

mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ..................................  ..............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  ..............................  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Deborah Hyman  .............................  ..............................  president@betmish.org  
 
Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  .........................  ..............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Barbara Goldberg  ...........................  ..............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:   .........................  ..............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris .........  ..............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

High Holy Days: Paula Morris  ........................  ..............................  hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter  ....................  ..............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris ......   .............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
Choir:  Whitney Babash ..................................  ..............................  choir@betmish.org 

 
Director of Membership:  Mindy Gasthalter .......  ..............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
 
Director of Operations: Barry Friedman ............. …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator  ............................  ..............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Coordinator  ..................................  ..............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd ...................  sign@betmish.org  

 
Director of Programming: Joseph Pomper .........  ..............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  ..............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Programming Committee: Joseph Pomper .....  ..............................  programs@betmish.org 

 
Director of Community Affairs: Alfredo Gomez ..  ..............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Jeffrey Kahn  ..............................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger……………………….. ..  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Noah Wofsy .   .............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee:  Rod Ross ...................  ..............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ....................  ..............................  education@betmish.org  
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  .........  ..............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: James Radack ........................ ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  
Keshet Rising .................................................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
B’nai Ahava ....................................................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 

 
STAFF 

Executive Director:  Joshua Maxey ...................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. .............  administrator@betmish.org 
Bookkeeper .......................................................  ..............................  bookkeeping@betmish.org 
 


