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By Deborah Hyman

My name is Deborah Hy-

man and I am a proud Baby

Boomer. Iam standing in

® front of you to tell you reasons
.~ why Bet Mishpachah needs

¥  your presence and your finan-

& cial support. [ am a retired

. sales executive so it’s an easy
sell for me because I love Bet

Mishpachah. Why? Because in addition to learning

everything I know about being a Jew, I met my wife,

Paula, at Bet Mishpachah 39 years ago during a Rosh

ha-Shana service. Kinahora! T’'m happy to say they

are both still thriving!

Every week for almost 50 years, Bet Mishpachah
has opened its doors to welcome LGBTQ+ Jews to
pray together. You can find your spiritual home within
the pages of our self-produced prayer books. Our Bet
Mishpachah community strives to create a space
where everyone feels appreciated, respected and hon-
ored just for who you are.

Our business of providing a spiritual space for
LGBTQ+ Jews isn’t as easy as it used to be because
many synagogues today are competing with us. They
have become more welcoming, unlike the days when
our community couldn’t find a safe haven in which to
pray.

This loving and accepting house of worship is
managed by a battalion of volunteers and a support
staff of three cherished professionals. Our volunteers
and professionals are responsible for building stronger
ties within the Metropolitan Jewish community to
make sure it knows that we are the GoTo synagogue
for LGBTQ+ prayer and programming. They constant-
ly refresh the social media platforms to ensure they
remain effective. Additionally, they work with our ser-
vice leaders to provide relatable and meaningful ser-
vices. Both a monthly newsletter and a weekly email
news blast sent to almost 1000 subscribers are always
in production to keep us all in the loop.

I am the face of our elders; our Executive Director
and Rabbi are the faces of our younger generation. We
are truly a blessed synagogue to have a multi-

generational congregation. The most important
thread that binds us is our desire to celebrate togeth-
er as LGBTQ+ Jews in a holy space while praying
from the same prayer books. The beauty of our con-
gregation is congregating. Let’s get to know one an-
other better. The person sitting next to you might
become your new BFF.

We old folks are committed to providing our
younger generation with a legacy. Over the past 10
years, many of you have continued to lighten our
load. However, to survive for years to come we need
more of your support now both in volunteering and
financially.

At this point in time our needs will require us to
hire more professionals to manage our institution’s
operations. Without your gifts of time and money,
it’s mathematically impossible for us to thrive in the
coming five years with this heavy financial burden.

Please keep that from happening, consider your
membership to Bet Mishpachah as an insurance pol-
icy. When needed, we are the place on which you
can rely to joyfully honor your birthdays, anniver-
saries, births, B ’nai and B 'not Mitzva and other life
cycle events. Donate in honor or memory of some-
one or sponsor an Oneg in celebration of your grad-
uation, new job, new home, new love, of winning
the lottery or simply to celebrate you!

We need greeters at Shabbat services, help with
the logistics producing services, Onegs and pro-
gramming events. You could help with keeping our
social media fresh. Bring innovation and new ideas.
The more you do the less we have to spend hiring
more people to do for us.

Our volunteers are working as hard as they can.
Our Board of Directors is doing its best to create a
more sustainable structure, while trimming the
budget, and developing a pathway to attract future
leaders.

If you aren’t already, please become a member.
No one is ever denied membership due to limited
financial circumstances. If you cannot afford full
membership dues, you can choose to adjust your
dues contribution when filling out the membership
form. And remember, you can always become a vol-
unteer to help us defray our expenses.

Continued on page 3
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Additional Al Cheit
For not doing our part to protect the air, land, and waters, and for
forgetting the healing power of nature;

For professing our commitment to a more equitable and inclusive
world insincerely, and for not educating ourselves to become better
allies;

For accepting a culture soaked in xenophobia and hatred of all kinds,
and for not doing the work to rid our hearts of these evils;

For not advocating for others when they are victimized, and for not
expecting others to oppose antisemitism;

For accepting a society based on inequality and permanent under-
classes, and for not questioning our own privileges;

For not honoring the experiences of Jews of varied ethnic, cultural and
racial backgrounds, and for not standing up for all members of our
LGBTQ+ community;

For allowing our self-absorption to insulate us from the loneliness and
needs of people around us, and for not treating others as we would
want to be treated;

For focusing on outward realities and ignoring our spiritual lives, and
for not supporting each other as we attempt to change;

For indulging our addictive behaviors, and for not allowing ourselves
to play;

For living in anticipation and letting anxiety rule, and for living in the
past, and being unable to chart a new path;

For succumbing to helplessness in the face of the needs of the world,
and for forgetting that we are co-creators of the Universe;

For all these sins, O G-d of forgiveness,
Forgive us, pardon us, grant us atonement.

Chadeish Yameinu, page 162
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Like our Facebook page

www.facebook.com/betmish
Please join our Facebook community

group.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/

betmish.

This is a private, moni-
tored group where you
can have conversations
with other members.

Fall Foliage Picnic

Join with the Bet Mishpachah community for a no-host picnic and “walk in
the park” to enjoy friends and fall foliage at Rock Creek Park on Sunday,
October 15™, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. We will reserve picnic tables at Picnic
Area 9 which is accessible by car or if you are hardy, by bicycle. Enter
“picnic area 9 Rock Creek Park™ into your GPS for directions (GPS some-
times uses “grove”). Bring your own lunch/drink, something else to share - a
side dish or dessert, and a folding chair, if you like. We will provide water,
paper goods/cutlery. Dogs on a leash are allowed but not alcoholic beverages. After lunch, we’ll hike in the
park and enjoy the autumn. Please RSVP at programs@betmish.org and if you need a lift, let us know.



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=8vnzh97ab.0.0.pmbqt8bab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2Fbetmish.
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=8vnzh97ab.0.0.pmbqt8bab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2Fbetmish.
mailto:programs@betmish.org
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Continued from page 1—From our Membership Director

What better way to celebrate our 50" anniversary in
2025 then by showing the world that we make it a
better place! We have a house of Jewish worship where
everyone can find themselves throughout the pages of
our prayer books.

You are always welcome here. Toda Raba
B’Ahava and L’shana Tova! Oh, I almost forgot.
“Have a Good One.”

Welcome
New Members!

New Member Shabbat—Friday, November 3rd
8:00 pm in-person or via Zoom

Join us as Bet Mishpachah lays out the welcome mat for
our newest members. Help them feel like part of the fami-
ly. Whatever their reasons for choosing our congregation,
whether to enhance their Jewish traditions and education,
participate in our programs and committees, or make new
friendships, Bet Mishpachah is committed to fostering a
welcoming atmosphere. We may not be able to deliver
home-baked goodies to your door, but we can share our
smiles and thank our newest members for joining. And to
you, our wonderful new members: Please, don’t be shy
getting to know us and allowing us to come to know you.
We are anxious to embrace you in our community.

An enhanced Oneg Shabbat will be served in honor of our
new members. Services will also be live- streamed via
Zoom.

Celebrate Your Joy

Starting October 27th, we will be instituting a monthly
"Simchat Shabbat," a way in which our members can cel-
ebrate together. Let us know if you have cause to celebrate
in the way of a birthday, anniversary, or other

spcial occasion and we will share in your joy each month.

A special blessing will be recited for all who participate.

If you would like to help sponsor towards the enhanced
Oneg for that Friday, please let us know. Contact Liat at

administrator@betmish.org.

SIMCHAT
SHABBAT

From Rosh ha-Shana
- By Alfredo Gomez

Good morning everyone, my name
is Alfredo Gomez and I have been
a member of Bet Mishpachah for
about 3 years. | am here to make an
appeal on behalf of Bet Mish for
financial and or volunteer support.

I have known for many years that
my family descends from many
Sephardic conversos or converts
who came to the New World from Spain and Portugal.
So, after 500 years, I decided to embrace my heritage.
My husband, Patrick Dibattista and I had decided to
begin the process of conversion to Judaism. When we
made this decision, I researched online the various syn-
agogues in the DC metro area.

As a Gay married, couple, we thought our best chance
to get converted was to join a Gay congregation. We
also wanted a congregation that would understand our
experience as Gay men.

For us, Bet Mish was the right fit. It was the height of
the pandemic. So, we corresponded through email with
Rabbi Jake and followed up with several Zoom meet-
ings. Even through those virtual mediums we felt Rabbi
Jake’s sincerity and human spirit.

In addition, when we attended services, we found Bet
Mish to be a welcoming and accepting congregation.

Through genealogy, I knew I was Jewish, but at Bet
Mish I am learning what it means to be Jewish. This is
where we regularly celebrate Shabbat services and the
Jewish holidays, like Rosh ha-Shana morning.

At Bet Mish we feel we are part of a community with
deep roots, where we have also made friends.

It’s important that Bet Mish continue to exist for some-
one like me or others who are on a journey of discovery
and/or reconnection. Today, I am asking you to think
about how you can financially support the future of Bet
Mish or devote time and other resources to ensure its
continued well-being. Your choice to support Bet Mish-
pachah means that the tree will continue to flourish be-
cause it has deep roots.

You should know that no one is denied membership
due to limited financial circumstances. If you cannot
afford full membership dues, you may choose to adjust
your dues contribution on the membership registration
according to your means.

Thank you, and may you have a good and sweet new
year-- Shana Tova
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From Yom Kippur
T ’ - By Mindy Gasthalter
%

I I have been a member of Bet Mishpachah for 27 years. Every Friday night, when we pray the
Amida, 1 always add a personal prayer acknowledging how thankful I am to have found this
congregation, this community, this family.

Many of my friends have become my friends because of my connection and involvement in this
congregation. I have developed meaningful, close connections to so many because I chose to
belong; and not just belong, but be an active member of this community. It’s one thing to write
a check, but it’s another to participate.

As many of you know, there are only a few LGBTQ synagogues left in the United States. There is Shahar Zahav in
San Francisco, Beth Chayim Chadishim in Los Angeles, and CBST in New York and us. What was once a small
cadre of LGBTQ synagogues is now down to four. Several have merged into other congregations, and several have
folded as they didn’t have the financial resources or members to keep going.

Founded in 1975, we are now in our 48" year. We are looking ahead to our 50™ anniversary in 2025, when we will
also be the host congregation for World Pride. Two major milestones in the life of our congregation. We want to be
around for 2025 and beyond.

In order for us to ensure that we remain vibrant, we need to have the financial resources to pay staff, rent space, hold
these beautiful and meaningful services for the High Holy Days, and all of the other programming that we do to re-
tain and attract members. I bet most of you will be surprised to learn that the dues that we collect aren’t enough to
pay staff and the rent. Let me say that again — the annual dues that we collect aren’t enough to pay staff and the
rent, never mind any other costs that we incur.

You might be asking yourself “If the annual dues don’t cover staff and rent, then what?” The deficit is taken from
our savings. I’m sure everyone would agree that if we continue to spend from our savings to fund our expenses, we
can’t possibly go on forever. At some point, we will run out of money. Current estimates put that time frame at five
to seven years.

For first year members, we offer a low introductory rate of $180/year. Of course, we never turn anyone away who
cannot afford the $180 as a first-year member or the annual dues we ask of others. There will always be a place for
you in our community regardless of your financial resources. If you cannot afford full membership dues, you may
choose to adjust your dues contribution on the membership registration according to your means.

I have the financial resources to donate much more than the annual dues, and I do. I also started a habit a few years
ago where [ make a donation whenever there is something meaningful to celebratei] or unfortunately, when the con-
gregation experiences a loss. Four recent examples would be Rabbi Bob Saks’ 80" birthday, and the losses of Don
Jewler’s mother, members Charlie Stewart and Sarajane Garten. In each case, | made a donation. Perhaps you can
start a similar tradition — why not donate whenever you have a yartzeit, or a birthday or an anniversary. While
seemingly small, they do add up.

When I updated my estate planning documents in 2022, I carved out a bequest to Bet Mishpachah. I hope they
don’t receive it for quite a while, but it’s there. An easy way to leave a bequest to Bet Mishpachah without having
to spend the money is to have your estate planning attorney update your documents, is to amend your retirement
plan beneficiary designation form or your life insurance beneficiary designation form. Both are easy to do, can be
changed at any time, and don’t come with the expense of having your attorney rewrite your documents. We hope
this is something you will consider, if Bet Mishpachah means as much to you as it does to me.

There is no way around it — we need you. We need you to join, we need you to donate, we need you to give more
than the minimum and we need you to volunteer. This congregation cannot run on staff alone — as wonderful as
they all are. Step up, ask, offer to help.

May you all have a healthy and sweet new year.
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Rabbi Jake’s Fall Classes

Rabbi Jake will be teaching a wonderful variety of class topics this fall. These
classes are free-standing events. Join us for one or all.

The Stories We Tell — Folktales and stories in our tradition and the values they
teach - Saturday, October 14th, following services, at 12:30 pm. In-person and
live-streamed via Zoom.

We love stories, and there are lots of them that come from Jewish tradition
or are used in Jewish settings as teaching tools. Whether these stories originated
in the Old Country or more currently, they engage us and attempt to inspire us to
live up to our ideals. Let’s find out why we keep coming back to these stories, and why they have spoken to
Jews for so many years.

Sing a New Song - Part 2 - A survey of new melodies for ancient texts. Wednesday, October 25th, at 7:30
pm. Live-streamed via Zoom.

Jewish musicians and composers are always finding new ways to bring meaning to ancient texts. We’ll
hear how some of them have interpreted them through song with examples from Israeli artists, queer Jews,
and camp song leaders, and do some singing along as well. This class will continue the musical exploration
that we began in the spring and will build on that foundation. All are welcome to attend regardless of musi-
cal ability or whether you attended Part 1.

Superstitions from the world-wide Jewish community - Wednesday, November 15th, at
7:30 pm. Live-streamed via Zoom.

Why do people spit three times when they hope that something bad won’t happen? Why do others place
salt in their pockets or in the corners of rooms? Why is there a common practice of closing holy books that
have been left open on a table? These superstitions exist in Jewish communal practice, as others. We’ll look
at some well-known, and some not well-known, superstitions from throughout the Jewish world and dig into
their origins and meaning.

Questions and Answers - Reading Rabbinic responsa literature for our modern times - Saturday,
December 9th, following services, at 12:30 pm. In-person and live-streamed via Zoom.

There is a body of Rabbinic literature that attempts to answer new questions that did not arise in the clas-
sic Jewish legal texts. This type of rabbinic literature applies the foundation of law to new situations in Jew-
ish life. We’ll focus on ways in which different movements have responded to questions that affect life for
Jews who are members of the LGBTQ+ community. Our Jewish community is always evolving, and rabbin-
ic responsa literature reacts and helps shape that evolution.

The Zoom meeting IDs will appear closer to their dates in the weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week
and Beyond,” on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/betmish, and our website www.betmish.org.
Classes are always free for members of Bet Mishpachah. There is a suggested donation of $10 for non-
members which may be made on our website.

Hello fellow Bet Mish members and friends!
Each year, the congregation designates the amazing N Street
WP YN, a community of empowerment  Village for its High Holy Days act of tzedaka. For our new year of

N STREET VILLAGE  and recovery for women 5784, we will participate in the Village's annual SHERO Campaign
and Walk on October 21st. (FYI, this replaces our previous Ama-
zon Wishlist initiative, which can still be done year round.)

Please consider joining the SHERO/Bet Mish team, donating towards our Chai goal of $1800, and/or walking
on the October 21st Walk in our neighborhood. We would love to have your involvement in any way that works
for you in support of our community partner.

Thanks in advance! James Radack (he/him), chairperson,

Bet Mishpachah Social Action/Justice committee.https://sherowalk23 .nstreetvillage.org/team/bet-mishpachah



https://sherowalk23.nstreetvillage.org/team/bet-mishpachah
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From the Programming Committee

On a sunny Sunday,
August 27, 14 mem-
bers and friends of Bet
Mishpachah visited
the new Capital Jew-

@ ish Museum. Our

" phenomenal docent,
Lauren Hoffman, provided a history of the historic
Adas Israel synagogue, which is at the core of the
museum. It was the first purpose-built synagogue
in Washington, and was inaugurated during the cen-
tennial year of 1876, with then-President Ulysses S.
Grant in attendance. The theme of the museum is
"Connect, Reflect, Act," and the extensive collec-
tion exemplified those themes. Lauren took our
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group through an exhibit about the history of the Jew-
ish community in DC, and one about 100 Jewish
Washingtonians. She highlighted for the group Bet
Mishpachah's siddur, a "cube" honoring past president
David Green (z'/), and Robyn Helzner's guitar, all of
which were included in the museum's collection. We
then visited a temporary exhibit, "The Notorious
RBG," about Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Gins-
burg (z'/) and her many contributions to the field of
law.

After touring the museum, we headed over to the Tatte
Bakery and Cafe for a delicious lunch and lively con-
versation about all we had seen. If you have an inter-
est in touring the museum, please contact
programs(@betmish.org and we will let you know the
next time we set up a tour.

Book Group meets October 1st

Bet Mishpachah.

tunity to build a future on her own terms.

The Bet Mishpachah Book Group will meet (on Zoom) Sunday evening, October 1st,
starting at 7:00 pm to discuss Hotel Cuba, a novel by Aaron Hamburger, a former member of

This novel explores the profound courage of two sisters who strive to create a new future
in a world far different from anything they have ever known. Fleeing the chaos of WWI and
the terror of the Russian Revolution, practical, sensible Pearl Kahn and her lovestruck, im-
pulsive younger sister, Frieda, are hoping to join an older sister in New York. However,
when blocked from entering Ellis Island due to discriminatory new immigration laws, they
chart a new course and set sail to Havana, Cuba, promising each other that it is only a tempo- [
rary waystation. At first, life in big-city Havana is overwhelming, like nothing they could
have imagined in the rural shtet/ where they grew up. As the sisters adjust to their new sur-
roundings, their plans for going to America together become complicated. Frieda pursues the not-so-dreamy man
of her dreams, while Pearl's life opens up unexpectedly -- offering her a taste of freedom, romance, and an oppor-

AARON HAMBURGER

Everyone is welcome to join the discussion. Please email bookgroup@betmish.org for the Zoom ID.

friends, and recognize them for their support.

Joel and Murray Woldman Oneg & Kiddush
Fund
Bill and Alissa Oshinsky, in honor of Ellen Oshinsky

Operating Fund

Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Sarajane Garten

Jeffrey Nakrin, in memory of Sarajane Garten

Glenn Garelik, in memory of Sarajane Garten

Tom Sachs, in memory of Sarajane Garten

Jocelyn Kaplan, in memory of Sarajane Garten

David Fox & Robert Margrave, in memory of
Sarajane Garten

Nathaniel Deutsch, in memory of Sarajane Garten

Jessica Erfer, in memory of Sarajane Garten

August Donations Paula Morris & Deb Hyman, in memory of

Rhoda Jewler

We appreciate the generosity of our members and Paula Morris and Deb Hyman, in memory of

Joyce Rogers
Paula Morris & Deb Hyman, in honor of
JonRobert Johnson & Robert Christopher Lentch’s
Wedding
Paula Morris & Deb Hyman, in honor of
Rabbi Bob Saks
Bill and Alissa Oshinsky, in honor of Ellen Oshinsky
Al Munzer & Joel Wind, in honor of Rabbi Bob Saks
Jeffrey Nakrin, in honor of Rabbi Bob Saks
Mary Arras
Elke Martin
Fran Sneider and Beth Cohen

Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund
Devra Floyd
Morris Umansky, in memory of Sarajane Garten



mailto:bookgroup@betmish.org
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October Birthdays
Eytan Apelberg
Mary Arras
Beth Cohen
Jerald Goldberg
Alexis Kramer
Michael Lustig
Emily Pitt
Scott Reiter
Matthew Saal
Ross Sawilowsky
Roger Schechter
Israel Sheinbein
Warren Snaider
Stuart Sotsky
Seymour Stern
Catherine Tarabochia
Neela Taub
Murray Woldman
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October Anniversaries
Sandor and Florene Bernstein
Kasey Bigsby and Evan Zuckerman
Beverly Nissenbaum and Marlene Cohen
Ed Knight and Steve Frank
Diane Liff and Georgia Korn
Debra Montanino and Joan Sherman

PSPPI

Thank You to Our October
Service Leaders

Friday, October 6: Paula Morris
Friday, October 13: Louis Blank
Saturday, October 14: Jeff Burka and Marc Bernstein
Friday, October 20: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, October 27: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, October 28: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX X XX XX X XX XX XX XX XX %X XX XX XX XX XX
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Good News

Welcome to our new Members:
Dana Scherer and Charlotte Scherer
Lenny Cohen
Liz Olhsson
Laurie Schneider
AJ Whitman
Ed Askinazi
Remy Goldberg

Welcome Back:

Rachel Nancollas and Elliot Sprehn
(and Elodie and Ciel!)
Michael Garbus
Lenny Kraisel

Thank you to our September
Service Leaders
Friday, September 1: Larry Neff and Ruth Potts
Friday, September 8: Allan Armus and
Robyn Helzner
Saturday, September 9: Scott Reiter and
Paula Morris
Friday, September 15: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
and Alex Carter
Saturday, September 16: Vinny Prell and
Scott Reiter
Saturday, September 16: Allan Armus
Sunday, September 17: Jeff Burka and
Paula Morris
Friday, September 22: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, September 23: Rabbi Jake
Singer-Beilin
Sunday, September 24: (Kol Nidre) Ruth Potts
and Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Monday, September 25 (Yom Kippur am):
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Rachel
Hamberger
Friday, September 29: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
%X XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX %X XX XX XX X XX KX XX XX X

Bet Mishpachah's Northern Virginia Chavura is happy to announce our first event of the season!
Sunday, October 8th from 12:00 - 3:00 pm
What: A Pot Luck Vegetarian (Ovo-Lacto) Brunch
Where: The home of Hank Londner and Keith Pickerel, 200 N. Pickett Street, #1008, Alexandria, VA 22304
RSVP by: please let us know what you will be bringing. Phone/Text/or
Email: 703.751.4548 Hlondner@hotmail.com

Hank and Keith will provide some vegetarian fare and beverages. Please bring a vegetarian dish, salad, fruit,
or something sweet



mailto:Hlondner@hotmail.com
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to:
Paula Morris, Ronni Karambelas and Deb Hyman, on the loss of their father and father-in-law,
Henry Morris
David Sobelsohn, on the loss of his mother, Hermine Gladstone

Announced Friday, September 29 (Yartzeits observed September 29 — October 5; 14-20 Tishrei)

Celia Feldman, Grandmother of Steven Frank
Anton Weber, Stepfather of Denise Leish
Helen Spatz, Grandmother of Carl Spatz
Linda Cohen, Cousin of Larry Neff

Estelle Dembo, Aunt of Jocelyn Kaplan
Rosalyn Carb, Mother of Alan Carb

Saul Carb, Uncle of Alan Carb

William Carter, Father and Father-in-law of Alex Carter and Ruth Potts

Bernice Rosenblatt, Aunt of Alan Carb

September 30

September 30

October 1 (16 Tishrei)
October 2

October 2

October 3 (18 Tishrei)
October 3 (18 Tishrei)
October 3
October 3 (18 Tishrei)

Tiffany Williams, Niece of Sonja Williams, Devra Floyd's loving Partner October 3

Judah Chiprut, Grandfather of Beverly Nissenbaum
David Wandersman, Father of Suzanne Wandersman

October 4 (19 Tishrei)
October 4 (19 Tishrei)

Announced Friday, October 6 (Yartzeits observed October 6-12; 21-27 Tishrei)

Edward Greenberg, Brother-in-law of Davi LaBarre

Esther Lax, Grandmother of Stuart Sotsky

October 6
October 7 (22 Tishrei)

Debbie Potts, Mother and Mother-in-Law of Ruth Potts and Alex Carter October 7 (22 Tishrei)

Leo Kraft, Grandfather of Natasha Kraft
William Sobelsohn, Father of David Sobelsohn
Arthur Hollis, Father of Robert Hollis

Alvin Lehman, Uncle of Michael Hoffman

October 8 (23 Tishrei)
October 8 (23 Tishrei)
October 9

October 9 (24 Tishrei)

Benny Waxman, Past board member and Friend of Larry Neff and Stuart Sotsky October 9 (24 Tishrei)

Bertha Halpern, Grandmother of Roger Schechter
Rose Kahn, Grandmother of Jeffrey Kahn

Mario Tarabochia, Uncle of Catherine Tarabochia
Fannie Neff, Grandmother of Larry Neff

Rose Youngman, Grandmother of Joel Wind
Mark Dunn, Dearest friend of Neela Taub
Patricia Durkin, Sister-in-law of Thomas Sachs
Matthew Shepard

Sol Weinshelbaum, Grandfather of Eryca Kasse

October 10
October 10
October 10
October 11
October 11 (26 Tishrei)
October 12
October 12
October 12
October 12 (27 Tishrei)

Announced Friday & Saturday, October 13 & 14 (Yartzeits observed October 13-19; 28 Tishrei — 4 Cheshvan)

Marc Burstein, Member of Bet Mishpachah
Ada Solomon, Aunt of Steven Frank
Leonard Bernstein

Steven Greenfield, Cousin of Eryca Kasse
Eva Leabman, Mother of Arthur Leabman
Fay Most, Aunt of Morris Umansky

Carole Bibula, Aunt of Mindy Gasthalter
Esther Cohen, Aunt of Denise Leish

David Parrish, Cousin of Martin Robinson

October 13
October 13
October 14
October 14
October 14 (29 Tishret)
October 14
October 16
October 16
October 16

Ruth Pomper, Paternal Grandmother of Joseph Pomper October 16 (1 Cheshvan)

Louis Wolpert, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia

October 16
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Announced Friday & Saturday, October 13 & 14 (Yartzeits observed October 13-19; 28 Tishrei — 4 Cheshvan)

Sarah Accornero, Aunt of Denise Leish
Mollie Groman, Mother of Hazel Groman

Samuel Mendelson, Grandfather of Barry Friedman

Ruth Castle, Cousin of Larry Neff
Lillian Masia, Grandmother of Martin Robinson

October 17
October 17 (2 Cheshvan)
October 17 (2 Cheshvan)
October 18
October 18

Efrem Potts, Father and Father-in-law of Ruth Potts and Alex Carter October 18 (3 Cheshvan)

Announced Friday, October 20 (Yartzeits observed October 20-26; 5-11 Cheshvan)

David Auerbach, Father of Douglas Auerbach
Reva Hoffman, Mother of Michael Hoffman
Anna Carb, Grandmother of Alan Carb

October 20
October 20 (5 Cheshvan)
October 21

Herschel Greenberg, Father-in-law of Davi LaBarre October 21

Jean Greenberg, Mother-in-law of Davi LaBarre
Cliff Leabman, Father of Arthur Leabman

Fred Lomberg, Brother-in-law of Allan Armus
Marian Smolin, Aunt of Michael Singer
Eleanor Levine, Mother of Mark L

Alvin Baraff, Member of Bet Mishpachah

Jack Schoen, Father of Gena Schoen

October 21
October 21 (6 Cheshvan)
October 21 (6 Cheshvan)
October 21
October 23
October 24
October 24 (9 Cheshvan)

William Verdin, Grandfather of Catherine Tarabochia October 24

Jerry Wolkowitz, Uncle of Rachel Wolkowitz
Marsha Levy, Member of Bet Mishpachah
Allan Nesvisky, Cousin of Larry Neff

Jeffrey Sarrin, Member of Bet Mishpachah
Arthur Wolf, Uncle of Jerald Goldberg
Sylvia Casel, Cousin of Larry Neff

October 24 (9 Cheshvan)
October 25
October 25
October 25
October 25
October 26

Announced Friday & Saturday, October 27 & 28 (Yartzeits observed October 27 — November 2; 12-18 Cheshvan)

Freda Casel, Great-aunt of Larry Neff
Chaim Gloger, Grandfather of Erica Gloger
Fay Stoler, Mother of Harvey Stoler

Omri Gershon, Brother of Liat Novek

Vasco Jones, Stepfather of Devra Floyd
Gedalia Londner, Father of Hank Londner
Mildred Backelman, Mother of Cookie Backelman
Jaime Gomez, Brother of Letitia Gomez
Janet Kelly, Mother-in-law of Marisa Uchin
Beverly Abrams, Mother of Andrew Abrams
Susan Lefkowitz, Friend of Stuart Sotsky
George Preston, Uncle of Joel Wind

October 27

October 27

October 28 (13 Cheshvan)
October 29 (14 Cheshvan)
October 29

October 29

October 30

October 30

October 30

October 31

October 31 (16 Cheshvan)
November 1 (17 Cheshvan)

Candida Tarabochia, Aunt of Catherine Tarabochia November 1

Julia Tiggess, Grandmother of Natasha Kraft
Edward Ross, Father of Rodney Ross

November 1
November 2 (18 Cheshvan)
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Shabbat Services

Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our
website for details. The Zoom meeting number will be
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and
Beyond.”

Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of
every month at 10:00 am. Saturday morning services
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/85094BAFAC28A3FC1-
erev.

Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is
available by sending an email request

to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks
notice.

Any changes to our regular Shabbat service

schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our
weekly email.

To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date,
location and number of expected attendees
to administrator@betmish.org

Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations

Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:

* World Congress of GLBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah

* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington

* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater
Washington

* Network of Independent Jewish Communities

and Havurot

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff

Coordinator — Liat Novek

Design/Layout — Liat Novek

Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch
and Elke Martin

Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter

Donations

To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C.
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page
on our web site, www.betmish.org

Death Notices, Bereavement Services

If you are in need of bereavement services or to
announce a death in your family,

email bereavement@betmish.org.

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter

Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah. The newsletter is
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles,
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of
the month prior to publication to
administrator@betmish.org.

Weekly Email Broadcast

The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast,
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner
organizations. To receive our weekly email newsletter,
send an email to administrator@betmish.org

Congregational Website

Be sure to check out our website

at www.betmish.org with information about our
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites
of interest.

Communications Policy. For questions about our
editorial or advertising policies, send an email
to secretary(@betmish.org

Membership

To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org
Reduced membership is available for new members,
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the
DC metro area.

Address, Phone, and Email Updates
Send your name and old and new information
to membershipdirector@betmish.org

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You

Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim —
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive
the information. Please email us

at BikurCholim@betmish.org.

Women’s Outreach Program

On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 we pour
our favorite beverage to go along with our own

dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and
conversation. We continue to gather virtually every week
and may try an in-person option soon. If you have any
questions contact programmingdirector(@betmish.org
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and
we welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-
binary people.
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DIRECTORY
RABBIS

Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin ... rabbi@betmish.org
Rabbi Bob Saks, EMEritus ..............cviiiiiiiiiiis i rabbibobs@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES

President: Mitchell Haymes ...t e president@betmish.org
Treasurer: Douglas Auerbach .............cccccoiiiin i treasurer@betmish.org
Secretary: Whitney Babash ..........cc.ocoooiiiiiiies i, secretary@betmish.org
Communication Committee: .........oooeiiiiiiiies v, communications@betmish.org
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris ......... ...ccccciiiiienieeeniienn, religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
High Holy Days: Paula MOITIS .............uuuiiiiiiis evviiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiinnenns hhd@betmish.org
Liturgy Committee: Scott Reiter ...........ccccccet i liturgy@betmish.org
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris...... ....ccccccvviiiiiiiiinnnnns religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Director of Membership: Deb Hyman................ ...cccciiiiiennnnn, membershipdirector@betmish.org

Director of Operations: Kasey Bigsby................ ..........oe.o.o......... Operationsdirector@betmish.org

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator ..................ueeeeueies evvevieenneennneeeennnnnnnnn. oneg@betmish.org
Hospitality Coordinator ..................eveveiiiiiiiiies i, hospitality@betmish.org
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator: Devra Floyd ................... sighn@betmish.org
Director of Programming ... i programmingdirector@betmish.org
Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman .............. voveeviiieniieeeiieeiiiinn, bookgroup@betmish.org
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ............ccccccvt i, education@betmish.org
Programming Committee: Joseph Pomper..... .....cccccvvvviiiiinnnnnnnnns programs@betmish.org
Director of Community Affairs: Brian Parks........ ...cccccocviiiiiiiiiinnnn. communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Director of Congregational Affairs: Bruce Horowitz ................cc........ congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger........................o bereavement@betmish.org
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Barbara Lewis .............ccccccuuuee. bikurcholim@betmish.org
Cemetery Committee: Allan Armus..........ooooees oo, cemetery@betmish.org
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund ......... ....cccccciiiiiiiiniinnnnnns novachavura@betmish.org
Social Justice: James Radack....................eees ceceieieiiiienneeene.... . S0OCHAl-action@betmish.org
Keshet RiSING ...ccvuiiiiii i e executivedirector@betmish.org
BNai ANAVA .......oeiiiiiiii e executivedirector@betmish.org
STAFF
Executive Director: Joshua Maxey .........ccccccccer veviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee, executivedirector@betmish.org

Congregational Administrator: Liat Novek.................................... administrator@betmish.org
BOOKKEEPET ... e bookkeeping@betmish.org



