November 2025
Cheshvan/Kislev
5786

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly

The Newsletter of Bet Mishpachah, Founded in 1975
by Members of the Washington, DC,

Gay & Lesbian Community
www.betmish.org

Issue 84.08
Table of Contents - Page 2

Embracing the Quiet of Cheshvan
by Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

After the whirlwind of the month of Tishrei, the
Jewish calendar takes a deep breath. Rosh ha-Shana,
Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Simchat Torah — our souls
have danced, prayed, sung, built, rejoiced, and
perhaps even collapsed into the sukka for a well-
earned nap. Then comes the month of Cheshvan,
sometimes affectionately (and a little teasingly)
called “Mar Cheshvan,” bitter Cheshvan, because it
contains no holidays, no fasting, no feasting, no
formal celebrations at all.

But perhaps “Mar” doesn’t have to mean bitter. In
Hebrew, mar can also mean “drop,” as in a mar
mayim — a drop of water. That alternate meaning
may offer a key to understanding what this quiet
month is really about.

If Tishrei was a flood of holiness — a wave of ritual
and reflection washing over us — then Cheshvan is
the gentle drop that remains, soaking in slowly. It’s
the month when we integrate all that spiritual
intensity into the flow of ordinary days.

In Cheshvan, we return to routine: to work, to
dishes, emails, and errands. But our tradition invites
us to see this return not as a descent into banality,
but as a sacred act. The spiritual wisdom of Judaism
doesn’t live only in the synagogue or the sukkah; it
lives in how we speak to one another at the
breakfast table, how we treat a stranger in the
grocery line, how we approach the challenges of an
average Tuesday afternoon.

Cheshvan reminds us that holiness isn’t just found
in grand moments, it is revealed through
consistency, patience, and care. Cheshvan is our
chance to make space for the Holy Presence in the
small, quiet moments of life.

There’s also something profoundly humane about a
month with no special observances. The Jewish
calendar understands the rhythms of the human
spirit: the need for intensity and the need for rest.
Just as the earth needs Shabbat, our souls need
Cheshvan: time to settle, to process, to let growth
take root. The Torah cycle, too, mirrors this rhythm.

In Cheshvan we begin reading the stories of Genesis:
creation, beginnings, human frailty, and renewal.
These ancient narratives remind us that holiness
doesn’t require spectacle. It begins with small acts of
creation — a word spoken, a light kindled, a promise
kept.

This year, I invite us to embrace Cheshvan not as a
void, but as a gift. Let’s take its quiet as permission to
slow down, to breathe, and to notice. Perhaps we can
find holiness in the simple rituals that sustain us:
lighting Shabbat candles without rush, sharing a meal
without distraction, showing up for someone who
needs a listening ear.

If we think of Tishrei as the time we renew our souls,
then Cheshvan is the time we live our renewal. It is the
month that challenges us to carry the ideals we
proclaimed in High Holy Day services - compassion,
justice, gratitude, hope - into the world that waits
beyond its doors.

So yes, Cheshvan may lack festivals, but it offers
something subtler and no less sacred: the chance to
make our daily lives into offerings of purpose and
presence. May this “quiet” month bless us with a calm
heart, open eyes,
and the wisdom to
find holiness not
only in the high
points of the year,
but in the
beautiful, ordinary
flow of our days.

Bet Mishpachah
November Highlights and Beyond

Wednesday, November 5th—Rabbi’s Class
Friday, November 7th—Veterans Shabbat
Thursday, November 13th—Movie, “The Lavender Scare”
Friday, November 14th—Mizmor Shabbat
Saturday, November 15th—Dinner and Play outing
Saturday, November 22nd—Rabbi’s Class
Friday, November 28th—World AIDS Day observance
Monday,, December 2nd—Panel discussion at Capital

Jewish Museum for World AIDS Day
Sunday, December 7th—Annual Meeting
Sunday December 14th—Chanuka concert and treats
Thursday, December 25th—Movie and Chinese Dinner

Washington DC’s Egalitarian Synagogue Embracing a Diversity of Sexual and Gender Identities
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The Great Warmth

This is the great warmth, the great at homeness,
This is the knowledge of belonging,

The loneness merging onto oneness,

A drop of water finding its way to the sea.

This is the end of the week and its beginning,
This is the moment of pause,

The refilling of the empty vessel,

The renewing of the spirit.

This is the remembering,
The shared memory of centuries,
And the shard embarking upon centuries more.

This is the hearth, the gathering together,
The pain and the joy,
The tears and the gentle laughter.

This is the benign wisdom in an old person’s eyes
And the hope in a child’s fresh voice,

The roots into the past

And the arms stretched forward into the future.

Adapted from “Shabbat” by E. Grindell
Sh’vat Vayinafash page 157

Reflections on Teshuva

Yet every stop on the road proved to be a temporary roof on the out-
skirts of life. Then I arrived at the borders of an old camp, Bet Mishpa-
chah.

“Not all those who wander are
lost,” used to be my mantra for
years, marching for one cause
after another, crossing borders
and oceans in search of allies,
respite, home.

Weary after my wanderings in the wilderness, I was not certain if I
belonged. I wavered at the threshold, but the warmth of the hearth, the
light of Shabbat, called on me.

I am yet to earn my fringes, the #zitzit. But Bet Mish has been the shawl
keeping me warm, keeping my steps steady.

Through you, my ministering angels, Hashem turned me, and I returned.

Thank you! Khosro
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By Eva Freund

For several years [ warned of evil storms coming. I told of many ways to avoid the
storms. Many snickered. A few understood. And now we are caught in the floods and the
mud created by the storms. Our leader has opened the flood gates so that more and more
N 4 people drown. And it is all legal. . _

One day this week you come home and discover your spouse is nowhere to be found.
Then a neighbor informs you that your spouse was abducted by armed masked men wear-
ing government agency jackets. Now you have no idea where your spouse has been taken
or how to get them back. Perhaps your spouse is a Green Card holder or even a citizen of
this country. Both non-citizens and citizens are disappearing and sent to prisons in other countries, even though the US
Constitution requires due process. Due process is a fundamental principle of the American legal system, enshrined in
both the Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments of the Constitution. It ensures that the government follows established rules
and principles when it acts against individuals. Except when it doesn’t.

The next day you return to work. When you swipe your badge you discover it does not work. That is when you
understand you have been fired from your job along with hundreds of your colleagues. That night you learn that you
cannot sue to get your job back because your agency has been abolished.

Your position as a Federal lawyer has been abolished. You have several years of experience and you graduated
from a top-notch law school. You begin to apply for a similar position with a private sector law firm. This is when you
discover that the firms to which you are applying have all signed agreements with the Federal government that they will
neither accept “woke” clients nor will they hire “woke” staff. And for some unknown reason you are considered
“woke.”

Perhaps you are a graduate of an vy League college or university. You have just received a letter from your alma
mater telling you that they will be investigated by the Federal government unless they agree to being told who they can
admit and under what conditions. And unless they agree to being told who they can hire and what the faculty can teach.
They want you to know that they plan to resist this order.

Federal art facilities are being told what productions they can put on and what exhibits they can have. If they ignore
these directions they will lose their funding. Groups such as the Gay Men’s Chorus now perform in smaller and private
venues.

You are seeking information on HIV/AIDS or LGBTQ history. You go to the internet only to discover that Federal
websites no longer contain mention of women or LGBTQ+ persons or events. Citizens who speak against the leader
find themselves and their families harassed by the IRS, the FBI or the ICE. You also discover that information on HIV/
AIDS and its treatment has disappeared.

Your favorite newspaper has been acquired by someone described as an oligarch and you no longer trust your so-
cial media to deliver both sides of a position. That is when you turn to public radio and public TV only to discover that
they are broadcasting only one day a week because the leader has ceased their funding.

Cities and states are being directed to follow the Federal positions or risk losing their federal funds. Those who are
not citizens will no longer be allowed to vote in local elections, no longer be allowed to drive, no longer be allowed to
work, nor will such children be allowed to be educated in the public schools.

Once upon a time our Congress would have debated and voted on all of these, and more. Now Congress has relin-
quished its powers to the leader who was elected by a very narrow margin and behaves as if he received 100 percent of
the popular vote.

All of this happened in just 100 days with a lame duck president.

It was less than 100 years ago that another leader restricted the jobs that Jews could hold and where they could live.
Jews were denied access to schools and universities. Jews, and those deemed politically unreliable, were forbidden ac-
cess to the Civil Service. Two years later Jews had to register their property. These were all required by passed laws
and not just by executive orders.

During the War Crimes Trials tribunal’s December 13" 1945 session an assistant trial counsel for the United
States addressed the court about the Nazi persecution of the Jews. In making his presentation, he said: "When the Nazi
Party gained control of the German State, a new and terrible weapon against the Jews was placed within their grasp,
the power to apply the force of the state against them. This was done by the issuance of decrees.”

He then proceeded to list them, including the Nuremberg Laws as published in the 1935 Reichsgestzblatt.(Reich
Law Gazette) (War Crimes Trials, National Archives)

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3

“The power to apply the force of the state against them.” It seems to me that this is what we have in this country now.
While it is not against the Jews, it is against the “other.“ Today the force of the state is being applied against immi-
grants, against those who are out of favor with the administration or even those who have angered the leader. It is be-
ing applied against those who appear to be against Israel.

Defying the courts. Sidelining Congress. Threatening allies. Disappearing adversaries. Stifling free speech and
dissent. That’s what tyrants do.

Today we are facing attacks on the judiciary, on academia, on private industry, on the Civil Service, on our ability
to vote, on the media and on our ability to speak out against the administration not by any passed law but by executive
orders. Today we are confronted with attacks on our history as the accomplishments of women, people of color, and
LGBTQ events are removed from Federal web pages.

Today we are confronted with a leader who bypasses Congress, and ignores the Courts —cracks down on free
speech, detains political opponents, threatens to deport American citizens, and defies the courts.

A leader who is not sure he has to uphold the Constitution. Today we are confronted with a leader who has
weaponized antisemitism and appointed numerous normal (straight appearing/acting) lesbian and gay persons to high
positions. And at the same time, he wants the rest of us to disappear or go to some other country.

Thomas Paine wrote in Common Sense in 1776, “For as in absolute governments the king is law, so in free coun-
tries the law ought to be king; and there ought to be no other.”

Jewish tradition emphasizes the importance of protecting others and actively contributing to a more just and equi-
table world. This commitment is rooted in core values like loving-kindness and compassion, and the belief that indi-
viduals are responsible for one another. Jewish ethics also emphasize the responsibility to protect the vulnerable, in-
cluding widows, orphans, and strangers.

Jewish tradition teaches of the Divine spark in every person, every means everyone, not just Jews, and
calls on each of us to talk the talk.

The Torah verse "You must not stand idly by the blood of your neighbor" is understood as a call to action when
someone's safety is threatened and so each of us must walk the walk.

e Judaism has a long tradition of protecting Jews and others, as evidenced by the establishment of benevolent
organizations like the Hebrew Orphan Society and B'nai B'rith to help those in need.

o Throughout history, Jews have been involved in protecting others, including aiding victims of persecution and
providing assistance to those in need.

e Jewish organizations and individuals continue to work to protect human rights, provide aid to victims of vio-
lence, and advocate for social justice.

o Judaism emphasizes communal responsibility, meaning that individuals are accountable for the well-being of
others within their community and beyond.

e Judaism also emphasizes the importance of respecting and learning from others and recognizing the uniqueness
of each individual.

In spite of this, our history of being the minority population, meant that the rabbis found it inconceivable that
non-Jews would need protection from the state and thus the emphasis remained on their small community. This is
why I have no historical quotes. It appears that our current situation is unique in our history for we appear to be
protected “from the force of the state” and it is the “others” who need protection.

Today the trans person, the immigrant and those who are against Israeli politics are the new Jews. I am standing
here because most of my family escaped from Galicia in the early 1900’s. Some of you are here because your families
were hidden by non-Jews. Who will you be hiding in the coming weeks and months? Will you hide your cleaning per-
son, the person from whom you purchase produce in the neighborhood market, your favorite Uber or Lyft driver, your
neighbor or perhaps it will be your newfound special friend?

Will I be standing before you next year or will I have disappeared because of your active participation -- or your
passive silence?



https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS1083US1083&cs=0&sca_esv=d4a9accd8ced0c84&sxsrf=AHTn8zq1jPiHYlWblGBqqnvHOg9awe9lhw%3A1747259348033&q=loving-kindness&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiFuuGl-KONAxWUEFkFHd43OHYQxccNegQIBBAB&mstk=AUtExfCb_s3oitarIJtsSaAxE0wT1_s-ofUg_
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS1083US1083&cs=0&sca_esv=4991a7ad233a5427&sxsrf=AHTn8zoiisQZBwtAojYqFBS8J_zEHL-1Lw%3A1747257802699&q=benevolent+organizations&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjuvvvE8qONAxWsElkFHaiCOgUQxccNegQIKxAB&mstk=AUtExfBcUTzpEdfMczeciU9ejF-E
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Rabbi Jake will be teaching a won-
derful variety of class topics this
fall. These classes are free-standing
events.

Spiritual Radicals in Their Time:
- The Early Chasidim and Their Legacy Today -
Wednesday, November 5th, at 7:30 pm, on Zoom.
This course explores the revolutionary spiritual
movement of the early Chasidim in 18th-century
Eastern Europe. Through the teachings of figures like
the Baal Shem Tov and his disciples, students will
examine how Chasidism challenged religious norms,
redefined personal piety, and reshaped Jewish com-
munal life. We will also trace the enduring influence
of these "spiritual radicals" on contemporary Jewish
thought and practice, engaging with both historical
texts and modern interpretations.

Jewish Rituals for Queer Life Journeys —
Saturday , November 22nd, following services, at
12:30 pm. In person and on Zoom.

Let’s explore how Jewish ritual can honor and sup-
port the unique life journeys of LGBTQ+ individuals.
We will examine traditional Jewish lifecycle practic-
es—such as coming of age, naming, marriage, and
mourning and discover how they have been reimag-
ined or adapted to reflect queer experiences and iden-
tities. Through text study and creative ritual design
we will discover how Jewish tradition can be a source
of affirmation, resilience, and celebration.

Antisemitism Then and Now — Saturday,
December 13th, following services, at 12:30 pm.

In person and on Zoom.

This class examines the roots, evolution, and modern
expressions of antisemitism, from ancient times to the
present day. We will explore how antisemitic ideas
have persisted and adapted across cultures and centu-
ries—from religious and political accusations in the
past to contemporary forms including conspiracy the-
ories, hate crimes, and online rhetoric. We hope to
gain tools to recognize, understand, and thoughtfully
respond to antisemitism in today’s world.

The Zoom invitations will appear closer to their dates
in our weekly newsletter, on our Facebook page
www.facebook.com/betmish, and our website
www.betmish.org. Classes are always free for mem-
bers of Bet Mishpachah. Non-members are encour-
aged to donate $10 online.

The Common Thread
In Honor of Bet Mishpachah’s 50th Anniversary

Looking back all these years
Faced with our hopes and fears
Who could have known

How we’d have grown

Each passing day

“We need our own space,” we said
“Be free and be safe,” we said
Supporting each other,

Love has been the Common Thread

So happy anniversary, Bet Mishpachah!
Happy anniversary to you

The light you lit has shown the way
The love you give from day to day

You lift our hearts in every way

Year after year after year

When we entered on the scene
Equality was just a dream

We struggled on

And we sailed upon

The stormy seas

But we marched on hand in hand
Into uncharted land

And we found our voice

Our family of choice

Our Mishpachah brand

So happy anniversary, Bet Mishpachah!
Happy anniversary to you

The light you lit has shown the way
The love you give from day to day

You lift our hearts in every way

Year after year after year

Fifty years gone by

In the twinkle of an eye

And through all that’s done and said
Love has been the Common Thread!

Now we can look back and smile
As we weathered every trial

The future is bright

We celebrate tonight

And every day

So happy anniversary, Bet Mishpachah!
Happy anniversary to you

The light you lit has shown the way
The love you give from day to day

You lift our hearts in every way

Year after year

Year after year

Year after year after year!

Words and music by Nathaniel Deutsch © 2025
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Judith and Curtis Muncy
Charitable Fund

Lillian and Albert Small Capital
Jewish Museum

Adas Israel Congregation

Jeffrey Kaye and Scott Mezistrano

Fran Sneider and Beth Cohen

Al Munzer and Joel Wind

Eva Freund and Elke Martin

Rabbi Robert and Loretta Vitale Saks

Elyse Wander and Judy Retchin

Paula Morris and Deb Hyman

Marc Bernstein and Jeff Burka

Robert Hollis and Donald Jewler

Joanna Cohan Scherer and
Elliott Scherer

Steven Frank and Ed Knight

Patricia Payne and Helane Zinaman

Rachel Nancollas and Elliott Sprehn

Suzanne Wandersman and
Denise Leish

Alfredo Gomez and Patrick DiBattista

Barbara Goldberg and
LySandra Brady

Ruth Eisenberg and Leti Gomez

Mark Agrast

Linda Adams

Ed Askinazi

Isaac Belfer

David Bachman

Whitney Babash

Linda Berdine

Christopher Barrett

Liz Olhsson

Hank Londner

Whitney Babash

Jeremy Boxerbaum

Michael Chase

Gordon Cohen

Nathaniel Deutsch

Jonathan Edelman

David Fox

Shira Frank

Kathleen Fuller

Michael Garbus

Mindy Gasthalter

Erica Gloger

Michael Goldstein

Rick Gondelman

Daniel Gordon

Michael Gottlieb

Laurie Green

Michael Greenwald

Jennifer Helburn

Rachel Hamburger

Mitchell Haymes

Michel Heitstuman

Andrea Jennetta
Daniel Kaplan
Ellen Kelley
Andi Kasarsky
Cindy Koch
Annabel Kramer
Barry Kropf
Sue Lanser
Martin Less
Marcia Levine
Barbara Lewis
Laura Loeb
Laura May
Nirma Medrano
James Meyer
Nick Mower
Jeffrey Nakrin
Larry Neff
Craig Pascal
Emily Pitt
Nancy Polikoff
Joseph Pomper
Vinny Prell

Adi Rappaport
Francine Raizes
Scott Reiter
Rod Ross
Martin Robinson
Bella Rosenberg

Michele Russel-Einhorn

Tom Sachs
David Schwarz
Seymour Stern
Harvey Stoler
Roberta Shaffer
Stuart Sotsky
Emily Soltanoff
Carol Stern
Maria Schulman
Marcy Spiro
Leslie Sawin
Gigi Sohn
Emily Soltanoff
Jody Tavss
Sonya Weisburd
Chris Wolf

Rachel Wolkowitz

Carol Wayman

Bob Witeck
Sonya Weisburd
Chris Wolf

Paul Wolfson
Michele Zembow

Marc Bernstein and Jeff Burka, for
Rosh ha-Shana Kiddush

Jeffrey Nakrin, in memory of
Fausto Lerner

Joseph Pomper, in memory of
Ruth Pomper

Avi Whitman

Ted Xakellis

Ruth Potts

Devra Floyd

Alixia Saffer

Davi LaBarre

Robert Baden

Alan Zendel

Evelyn Aronson

Nathaniel Deutsch

Tiffany Wimenta

Daniel Gordon

Barbara Goldberg and
LySandra Brady

Howard Menaker and Patrick Gossett

Kasey Bigsby and Eva Zukerman

Rochelle Granat and
Rhonda Schulzinger

Al Munzer and Joel Wind,
in honor of their 45th anniversary

Devra Floyd

Rina Yarra
Barry Kropf
Judy Retchin and Elyse Wander
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Movie and
Dinner Night

§ WINNER OF |6 AWARDS FOR BEST DOCUMENTARY ‘

Join us on
Thursday,
| November 13th
at 7:00 pm at
the EDCJCC to see “The Lavender Scare.” With the
United States gripped in the panic of the 1950s Cold
War, President Dwight D. Eisenhower deemed ho-
mosexuals to be “security risks” and vowed to rid the
federal government of all employees discovered to be
gay or lesbian.

JARRATED B1 GLENN CLOSE

Over the next four decades, tens of thousands of gov-
ernment workers lost their jobs or were denied em-
ployment for no reason other than their sexual orien-
tation. But the mass firings had an unintended effect:
they stirred outrage in the gay community and helped
to ignite the gay rights movement years before the
Stonewall Uprising.

Partly based on the award-winning book by historian
David K. Johnson, “The Lavender Scare” illuminates
a shameful and little-known chapter of American his-
tory. Inthe words of the Los Angeles Times: “A
wealth of archival footage and stills, candid chats
with victims of this harrowing era (and a few unapol-
ogetic victimizers) plus effective voiceovers by
Glenn Close and others combine for a vivid, disturb-
ing and rousing picture of specious government in-
trusion at its worst.”

You may purchase tickets here https://
www.edcjcc.org/jxj/book-online/275602/. If you are
interested in joining us for dinner prior to the film,
please email programs@betmish.org.

- Veterans Day Shabbat
< Friday, November 7th,
_ i 8:00 pm
mM\ nav
IRAT Veterans Day honors all those

who served the country in war or
peace, and it is a time to thank the living veterans for
their sacrifices. We will honor our veterans at
Shabbat services, followed by a reception in their
honor. If you are a veteran, please contact Paula at
religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org, leave your
name, and if you are comfortable, in which branch of
service you served, your rank, or any other infor-
mation you would like to share. Thank you all for
your service.

Theater Outing, Saturday, November 15
Dinner at 6:00 pm; play at 8:00 pm

To commemorate the 30" anniversary of the assassi-
nation of Yitzhak Rabin, we will see the musical
play, “November 4,” which is being staged by
Voices Festival Productions. This play is a heart-
rending work by acclaimed Jerusalem-based com-
poser Danny Paller and NY Times Jerusalem bureau
staffer/researcher, Myra Noveck. “November 4”
tells the story of an assassination that radically al-
tered the course of history. A timely, tense, musical
collision-course between the 73-year-old Prime Min-
ister of Israel, Yitzhak Rabin, and his 25-year-old
assassin, law student, Yigal Amir, this finely melod-
ic forensic drama, directed by Alexandra Aron, is
told with an up-to-the-minute frame of reference, as
a cast of five portray a variety of figures in the lives
of Rabin and Amir, including the wife, granddaugh-
ter, and trusted advisor to the Prime Minister, along-
side family members, the love interest, and fellow
law students of the assassin, with painful present-day
reflecting from two women who were close at hand
when the hopes of Oslo fell apart.

We will meet for dinner at 6:00 pm at Dupont Italian
Kitchen, then walk the few blocks to the theater,
where the play begins at 8:00 pm. To purchase tick-
ets, go to www.voicesfestivalproductions.com/nov4-
themusical.

Once you’ve purchased your ticket, please email Jeff
Nakrin at jeffreynakrin@gmail.com to RSVP. Jeff
will let the box office know that you are in our group
so we can all be seated together and will make reser-
vations at the restaurant. We have 10 seats reserved
for the play, so space is limited.



https://www.edcjcc.org/jxj/book-online/275602/
https://www.edcjcc.org/jxj/book-online/275602/
https://www.voicesfestivalproductions.com/nov4-themusical
https://www.voicesfestivalproductions.com/nov4-themusical
mailto:jeffreynakrin@gmail.com
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October Programming Fun
Picnic at Rock Creek Park

o

® Simchat Torah
1] with Hill

Havurah
Barbara Gallagher speaks
from Sharsheret

Sukkot
Potluck
with Jews

Have You Ever Considered Leading a Service?

The High Holy Day services in which you participated, as well as the Machzor and Siddur (prayer books) that Bet
Mishpachah uses, reflect a collaboration between the congregation’s rabbi and its lay leadership.

Leading a large High Holy Day service appears challenging. It is! But each of the lay High Holy Day service lead-
ers began as a leader at Shabbat services. Leading or co-leading one of those services is a much less formidable task.

y Bet Mishpachah’s Religious Affairs Committee is actively seeking new lay service
iﬂ*e‘ Mhpachan leaders. You don’t need the skill set of an ordained rabbi to be a lay leader! The ability
to read Hebrew, sing or chant skillfully, and prepare and deliver sermons are all useful.
SHABBAT But you don’t need to possess all of these skills; several of our leaders don’t sing, others
e : don’t prepare sermons. They are paired with co-leaders who have these skills.
SHALOM The committee conducts training programs for both novice and experienced leaders.

It also arranges to pair novice leaders with experienced ones.

Interested in learning more? Feel free to contact Paula Morris, Religious Affairs
Director, at religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org, or Rachel Hamburger or Marc Bern-
stein, Religious Affairs Committee co-chairs, at serviceleading@betmish.org.



mailto:serviceleading@betmish.org
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James Meyer

Cindy Koch
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? Alex Carter ?

Marlene Cohen
? Mindy Gasthalter ?
Rachel Hamb
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? Milton Stern ?
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i‘ Alex Carter and Ruth Potts §
:& Roger Schechter and Craig Ziskin %}-
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Wednesday, October 1: Rachel Hamberger,
Scott Reiter and Robyn Helzner
Thursday, October 2: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin,
Vinny Prell, Elke Martin, James Radack,
Scott Reiter, Mindy Gasthalter, Paula Morris and
Robyn Helzner
Friday, October 3: Paula Morris
Friday, October 10: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, October 11: Marc Bernstein and Jeff Burka
Friday, October 17: Rachel Wolkowitz and
Cantor Caron Dale
Friday, October 24: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, October 25: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, October 31: Jeffrey Burka
X XX XX XX KX KX XX XX XX XX KX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX RX XX

Friday, November 7: Paula Morris

Saturday, November 8: Vinny Prell

Friday, November 14: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and
Robyn Helzner

Friday, November 21 Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

Saturday, November 22: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

Friday, November 28: Alex Carter and Ruth Potts

X XX XX XX KX KX XX XX XX XX KX XX XX XX XX XX XX ¥ XX XX XX XX ZX XX

Throughout this year, Bet Mishpachah has been celebrating fifty years of our community—its pride, resilience, and
commitment to creating a space where our lives as LGBTQ people are at the center of our practice as Jews. Now that
the Gala is over and the awards are given out, and we’ve put away our cocktail finery, we’re turning our attention to the
next fifty years. What will Bet Mishpachah become, and importantly, how will we ensure we have the necessary re-

sources to continue the legacy of our founders?

It’s an essential question, as many of our congregants understand deeply from their years in government, fundrais-
ing, and nonprofit work. Bet Mishpachah was founded as part of a larger wave of LGBTQ institutions, including a
number of Jewish congregations in other cities. Some, like San Francisco’s and New York City’s, have continued to
thrive. Others have disbanded. This isn’t necessarily a tragedy. Institutions exist to serve their communities and their

communities keep them alive.

It’s that spirit that motivated founding member Joel Martin to donate $50,000 as a matching challenge to Bet Mish-
pachah, our membership, and our broader community of allies. He wanted to ensure the future of Bet Mishpachah, and
he knows he is far from alone. Since Joel gave his gift, we’ve already raised a significant portion of the match. In the
last months of 2025, we will be looking to raise the final $22,000. We’ll do that through our end-of-year campaign,
starting with Giving Tuesday. We’ll be telling the world about our plans for the future including expanded opportuni-
ties that connect generations of LGBTQ+ Jews, support for our services and events, meeting the needs of our current

membership, and programming that will make trans Jews, people of color and young people feel welcome and invited
in our community.

We’ll also be calling on you, our membership. You have been so incredibly generous in this fiftieth year. Many of
you have given to help put on our Gay-la celebration, sponsoring tables and tickets for other guests, many of you have
already donated to the 50th anniversary year and your donations have gone towards this match. If you haven’t done so
yet, or if you are considering giving more, this will be the time to do so. We’ll be asking you to use your resources to
shape a stable, thriving future for our community. We’ll be challenging ourselves to envision a future that all of us will
joyfully support.
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Announced Friday, October 31 (Yartzeits observed October 21 -November 6; 9-15 Cheshvan)

Beverly Abrams, Mother of Andrew Abrams
Jack Schoen, Father of Gena Schoen

Jerry Wolkowitz, Uncle of Rachel Wolkowitz
Helen M. Kramer, Mother of Annabel Kramer

Allan Armus, Member of Bet Mishpachah
Fay Stoler, Mother of Harvey Stoler

Herman Dembo, Grandfather of Jocelyn Kaplan

Ethel Polikoff, Mother of Nancy Polikoff

October 31

October 31 (9 Cheshvan)
October 31 (9 Cheshvan)
November 1

November 2 (11 Cheshvan)
November 4 (13 Cheshvan)
November 6

November 6

Announced Friday and Saturday, November 7 and 8 (Yartzeits observed November 7-12;

16-22 Cheshvan)

Mina Johnson, Mother of JonRobert Johnson
Susan Lefkowitz, Friend of Stuart Sotsky
Louise Radack, Mother of James Radack

Jane Spruill, Friend of David Fox and Robert Margrave

John Arras, Father of Mary Arras

Edith Corenfield, Aunt of Larry Neff
Cynthia Kramer, Mother of Deborah Kramer
George Preston, Uncle of Joel Wind

Pearl Frank, Mother of Steven Frank

Ryan Heilig, Son-in-law of Alex Ford
Edward Ross, Father of Rodney Ross
Frederick Sachs, Father of Tom Sachs

Joyce Rogers, Mother of Judith Retchin
Larry Gaber, Brother-in-law of Noah Wofsy
Jerome Uchin, Grandfather of Marisa Uchin

Lillian Sikowitz, Grandmother of Judith Retchin
Lenore Wolf Gnatt, Grandmother of Erica Gloger

November 7

November 7 (16 Cheshvan)
November 7

November 7

November 8

November 8

November 8

November 8 (17 Cheshvan)
November 9

November 9

November 9 (18 Cheshvan)
November 9

November 10

November 11

November 11

November 12

November 12

Announced Friday, November 14 (Yartzeits observed November 14-20; 23-29 Cheshvan)

Nate Lev, Uncle of Larry Neff

Mildred Backelman, mother of Cookie Backelman

Paula Levin, Friend of Ruth Potts
Barry McNutt, Husband of Andi Kasarsky

Gideon Robinson, Grandfather of Martin Robinson

Charlotte Agrast, Mother of Mark Agrast
Sam Schneider, Uncle of Tom Sachs

Rose London, Grandmother of Scott Reiter
Mary Parker, Aunt of Betty Milgram

November 13
November 15
November 16 (25 Cheshvan)
November 16
November 17
November 18
November 18
November 20
November 20

Announced Friday and Saturday, November 21 and 22 (Yartzeits observed November 21-27;

1-7 Kislev)

Max Corenfeld, Uncle of Larry Neff
Robert Strauss, Father of Neal Strauss
Angelina Gomez, Mother of Letitia Gomez
Ilene Morris, Friend of Jocelyn Kaplan

November 21
November 22
November 23
November 23

Joshua Boneh, Member of Bet Mishpachah and friend of Stuart Sotsky =~ November 24 (4 Kislev)

Joseph Rothlein, Grandfather of Jeffrey Burka November 25 (5 Kislev)
Irv Beckenstein, Grandfather of Carol Wayman November 26
Dick Carter, Uncle of Ruth Potts and Alex Carter November 26
Herman Hoffman, Paternal Grandfather of Michael Hoffman November 27 (7 Kislev)
Morris Weinstein, Grandfather of Michael Singer November 27
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Announced Friday, November 28 (yartzeits observed November 28 — December 4; 8-14 Kislev)

Fern Dobuler, Sister of Andi Kasarsky
Mickey Lev, Uncle of Larry Neff

David Birkland, Friend of Thomas Sachs
Juliette Haymes, Mother of Mitchell Haymes
Harry Neff, Grandfather of Larry Neff

Irwin Cohen, Father of Beth Cohen

Mark Hyman, Brother of Deb Hyman
Robert Weis, Friend of Ruth Potts

November 29
November 29
December 1

December 3 (13 Kislev)
December 3

December 4

December 4

December 4

o o o (s Lo o el Vicdior Bonesfops

Mark Agrast
Louis Altarescu
Chad Appel
Douglas Auerbach
Whitney Babash
Ed Askinazi
David Bachman
Barry Friedman
Barbara Becker
Jutta Brettschneider
Joel Berelson
Marc Bernstein
Louis Blank

Julie Botnick
Jeff Burka
Nathaniel Deutsch
Ruth Eisenberg
Leti Gomez
Barbara Goldberg
LySandra Brady
Myrna Fawcett
Eva Freund

Elke Martin
Diane Liff
Georgia Korn
Jennifer Helbrun
Don Jewler
Robert Hollis
Michael Hoffman
Bruce Horowitz
John Kaboff
Jocelyn Kaplan
Eryca Kasse
Maxine Klane
Margy Kohn

Elaine Raksis
Leonard Kraisel
Annabel Kramer
Barry Kropf
Davi LaBarr
Sheri Layton
Barbara Lewis
Jeffrey Menkin
Deb Hyman
Paula Morris

Al Munzer

Joel Wind
Jeffrey Nakrin
Larry Neff
Joseph Pomper
Vinny Prell
Neela Taub
Elyse Wander
Judith Retchin
Scott Reiter

Rod Ross

Tom Sachs
Loretta Saks
Rabbi Robert Saks
Alicia Saffer
David Schwarz
Gena Schoen
Warren Snaider
Seymour Stern
Milton Stern
Morris Umansky
Steven Weinberg
Noah Wofsy
Paul Wolfson
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Shabbat Services

Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our
website for details. The Zoom meeting number will be
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and
Beyond.”

Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of
every month at 10:00 am. Saturday morning services
include a short Torah reading, and a lively Torah
discussion (in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be
a sponsor for an Oneg or Kiddush, please contact
operationsdirector@betmish.org.

Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is
available by sending an email request

to sign(@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks
notice.

Any changes to our regular Shabbat service

schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our
weekly email.

To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date,
location, occasion and number of expected attendees
to executivedirector@betmish.org

Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations

Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:

* World Congress of LGBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah

* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington

* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater
Washington

* Network of Independent Jewish Communities

and Havurot

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff

Coordinator — Liat Novek

Design/Layout — Liat Novek

Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch,
Andrea Jennetta and Elke Martin

Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter

Donations

To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C.
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page
on our web site, www.betmish.org

Death Notices, Bereavement Services

If you are in need of bereavement services or to
announce a death in your family,

email bereavement(@betmish.org.

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter

Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah. The newsletter is
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles,
columns and content should be submitted to
administrator@betmish.org.

Weekly Email Broadcast

The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast,
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner
organizations. To receive our weekly email newsletter,
send an email to administrator@betmish.org

Congregational Website

Be sure to check out our website

at www.betmish.org with information about our
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites
of interest.

Communications Policy. For questions about our
editorial or advertising policies, send an email
to secretary(@betmish.org

Membership

To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org
Reduced membership is available for new members,
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the
DC metro area.

Address, Phone, and Email Updates
Send your name and old and new information
to administrator@betmish.org

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You

Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim —
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive
the information. Please email us

at BikurCholim@betmish.org.

Women’s Outreach Pot Luck Program

On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 pm

we pour our favorite beverage to go along with our own
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and
conversation. We continue to gather every month both in-
person and virtually. If you have any

questions contact religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and
welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-binary
people.
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DIRECTORY
RABBIS

Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin ... rabbi@betmish.org
Rabbi Bob Saks, EMEritus ..............cviiiiiiiiiiis i rabbibobs@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES

President: Joseph POMPEr ........oouiiiiiiiiiiiiies e president@betmish.org
Treasurer: Douglas Auerbach .............cccccoiiiin i treasurer@betmish.org
Secretary: Barbara Goldberg .......ccoooooiiiiiiiiiiies i, secretary@betmish.org
Communication Committee: .........oooeiiiiiiiies v, communications@betmish.org
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris ......... ...ccccciiiiienieeeniienn, religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
High Holy Days: Elyse Wander and Alex Carter ............ccccccvvvvnnns hhd@betmish.org
Liturgy Committee: Scott Reiter ...........ccccccet i liturgy@betmish.org
Religious Affairs Committee: Rachel Hamberger and Marc Bernstein.....serviceleading@betmish.org
Choir: Whitney Babash............ccoooooiiies e, choir@betmish.org
Director of Membership: Patrick DiBattista ....... .......cccccoeeeeiiiiiininn, membershipdirector@betmish.org
Director of Operations: Deborah Hyman............ ... operationsdirector@betmish.org
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator ..................euveeiiies evvviiiiiiiiiiieieeeeennnnnn. oneg@betmish.org
Hospitality Coordinator ..................eveveiiiiiiiiies i, hospitality@betmish.org
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator: Devra Floyd ................... sigh@betmish.org
Director of Programming: Mark Agrast ..........ccc. o, programmingdirector@betmish.org
Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman ...........cc. cocuvvieeiniiiiiiiiiiiiinnnns bookgroup@betmish.org
Programming Committee: Mindy Gasthalter and Barry Friedman.. programs@betmish.org
Director of Community Affairs: Alfredo Gomez .. .........ccccccvvvvviinnnnn. communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Director of Congregational Affairs: Jeffrey Kahn ..........ccccco congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger........................o bereavement@betmish.org
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Noah Wofsy . ........cccccciiiiininnnn. bikurcholim@betmish.org
Cemetery Committee: ROd ROSS ......cooovviiiiies e, cemetery@betmish.org
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ............cccccot i, education@betmish.org
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund ......... ....cccccciiiiiiiiniinnnnnns novachavura@betmish.org
Social Justice: Issac Belfer...............cccceeeieeves ciiiiiiiieeene ... S0OCHal-action@betmish.org
STAFF
Executive Director: Joshua Maxey .........ccccccceer voviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienee, executivedirector@betmish.org
Congregational Administrator: Liat Novek...............c.ccoiiiinns administrator@betmish.org
BOOKKEEPET ... e bookkeeping@betmish.org

Communications/Development: Nino McQUOWN ...............eevvviiinnnnnns communications@betmish.org



