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ity, creativity and abounding camaraderie. I am hon-
Z r ( ored to work side by side with each director.
? Wl @Wr& In closing, I am taking this opportunity to share my
gratitude for and deepest appreciation of our staff;
Executive Director, Joshua Maxey, Rabbi Jake Singer
-Beilin and Liat Novek our Congregational Adminis-
trator and Bookkeeper who worked seamlessly with
our High Holy Days chair, Paula Morris. Together,
they worked with our devoted volunteers to create

one of the most meaningful, memorable, flawless, and

By Deborah Hyman || oo11_attended High Holy Days services.

Remember the days when we marched arm in arm
with 1000’s of our siblings as we sought equality,
stood in front of the NIH with signs bearing words
such as “more funding for research,” “partner inclu-
sion in medical decisions” and when we cried during
nighttime vigils with handheld candles dimly glowing
for our fallen victims from AIDS.

Next: Our 50th Anniversary year of celebration starts
soon. Come join the fun and help us make this a mile-
stone to honor and remember for years to come.

“You are not obligated to complete the work
But neither are you free to abandon it”
¢ From the Talmud

Those who have been involved since the beginning , ,
. . e L’dor V’dor
were there. During the seventies and eighties, we were

the pioneers of change. We built safe spaces of our

own for dancing, drinking, eating, swimming, outdoor ﬂ N N U ﬂ L

recreating, riding in rodeos, singing in choirs, march-

ing in bands and praying freely. Bet Mishpachah Mee TI N G

came to life in 1975. 2.4 & 02,2 22
IOl RRLE N TR

We need to remember or learn what it was like when Save the Date:

we were the ‘others’ marching for our freedoms. The Sunday, December 8th at 2:00 pm
care and nurturing of Bet Mishpachah needs to be our Annuai Congregational Meeting
greatest commitment. Age does not matter because all In-person at the EDCJCC or via Zoom
of us are responsible for the vitality of our synagogue.
It is our duty to continue to nurture this precious lega-
cy so that future generations of ‘Jewish Others’ can
find their haven within our walls.

[ ask you to please make time within your busy lives
to volunteer and bring new life and ideas through our
doors.

To that end, our Board of Directors continues to lift
very heavy boulders. I am hopeful that each and every
one of you has experienced or noticed these improve-
ments. Our directors have taken their roles very seri- .
ously and come to our monthly meetings with positiv- Bet Mish pCIChCI h

nNO5Yn N'a
Washington DC’s Egalitarian Synagogue Embracing a Diversity
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Queer Mi She-Beirach

In community with our queer ancestors Nt \

Most of whose names are lost to us, Sy 1/%
Forgotten l" ' maeymm D
Or even deliberately obliterated - \ e P @
May we be blessed and healed ; ﬂﬂb‘? 7

In free and open ways
Not always granted
To those

Who went before us.

May we come to know a time of complete healing
And may we share this healing with all the world
In the name of all who have been forgotten

As a blessing for all queer folk who are here

And for all of those who are yet to come.

Now let us say: Amen.

Maggid Andrew Romer
Shavat Va-Yinafash page 388

Welcome

New Members!

New Member Shabbat—Friday, November 22nd
8:00 pm in-person or via Zoom

Join us as Bet Mishpachah lays out the welcome mat for our newest
members. Help them feel like part of the family. Whatever their rea-
sons for choosing our congregation, whether to enhance their Jewish
traditions and education, participate in our programs and committees,
or make new friendships, Bet Mishpachah is committed to fostering a
welcoming atmosphere. We may not be able to deliver home-baked
goodies to your door, but we can share our smiles and thank our new-
est members for joining. And to you, our wonderful new members:
Please, don’t be shy getting to know us and allowing us to come to
know you. We are anxious to embrace you in our community.

An enhanced Oneg Shabbat will be served in honor of our new mem-
bers. Services will also be live-streamed via Zoom.

As part of our annual Congregational Meeting, a new slate of officers
for Bet Mishpachah’s Board of Directors will be presented. If you
would like to serve on the nominating committee, please contact
Deb Hyman at President@betmish.org.
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Follow us on Social Media

Instagram:
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(This is a private, monitored group
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with other members).

Youtube:
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By Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

This summer I had the pleasure of serving on faculty at a Reform movement camp in Ashe-
ville, NC. We knew going into the summer that it would be a unique one, with special chal-

lenges. One third of the camp staff were shlichim, Israelis who leave their home and come to
g the United States to work at Jewish camps over the summer, before returning to their lives in
Israel. Many of these young adults came right out of military service to join hundreds of Jew-
ish kids in an insulated and safe place. Some were serving in Gaza just days before they got on
an airplane and landed in the North Carolina mountains. One commanded a unit with the grim
job on October 8th of searching for and removing bodies of those slaughtered in Kibbutzim
| before she oversaw a different kind of unit made up of Jewish teenagers in the Blue Ridge
' Mountains. These Israelis struggled with their decision to come to camp this past summer.

Part of them was so relieved to be in the embrace of the tall trees and raucous song sessions,
away from the suffering and the memories of friends or fellow soldiers killed in the last year. Away from the hard
questions about the ways in which this war was being waged, and their roles in it. But part of them was uncomfortable
leaving it all behind. They worried what it meant to those who were still in Israel, and they struggled with trying to be
warm, happy counselors after feeling the heaviness that gripped them since October 7th.

They told us that one moment that was particularly difficult for them each week at Shabbat services was Kaddish
Yatom, the prayer we say in memory of those who have died. For some, this regular recitation became a burden, un-
bearable and lonely. On one Shabbat service, they found a way to ease the pain, at least a little. When the Mourner’s
Kaddish began, most of the Israeli staff members rose in memory of those who died on October 7th and since. They
stood around the temporary sanctuary, surrounded by people, but feeling alone. And then, as we recited the prayer,
they each, one by one, began to move. Driven by something deep within and without verbal communication, they
found each other. By the end of the prayer, they all stood together, arms around each other, crying, grieving and con-
nected. No longer alone in their loss. I watched breathlessly, amazed and inspired, with tears in my own eyes. They
found such strength in connecting - physically and spiritually - with one another. They began to do this at each service
- a powerful visual reminder of the loss they carried at all times, and the community that found in sharing that loss with
others. I’ve been thinking of this moment for three months now, each time I recite the Kaddish.

In her book, The Amen Effect, Rabbi Sharon Brous of the Los Angeles synagogue, IKAR, recounts a piece of Rab-
binic text that most people gloss over, if they ever read it at all. This two thousand year old text from the Mishnah
speaks about how people would enter and exit the Temple complex in Jerusalem when they would make a pilgrimage
during one of the three annual festivals. It instructs: “All who entered the Temple Mount entered by the right and went
round [to the right] and went out by the left.” Throngs of pilgrims would circle the Temple in a counter-clockwise di-
rection, but not everyone. The Mishnah continues, speaking cryptically about someone “to whom something had hap-
pened.” This person would walk in the opposite direction, against the massive crowd. “They are asked: “Why do you
go round to the left?” They answer “Because [ am a mourner,” The pilgrims respond, “May The One who dwells in
this house comfort you.”

Rabbi Brous imagines being in that throng of people, amazed at the sight of the Temple and the Jews all around
you. She writes, “You begin to process around the Courtyard, in thythm with the masses. Body and spirit transcend
time and space. But look! There’s a stranger coming toward you, making her way against the flow of the crowd. Her
stride is slow. She seems impervious to the festive spirit of the day. She is clearly suffering. You want to avert your
eyes...but you’re not allowed to. You stop and greet her with a simple, openhearted question: What’s your story?
Why does your heart ache?” And this grief-stricken person answers: “I am broken.” You offer words of comfort. “I
see you,” you say. “You are not alone.”

What Israeli camp counselors, ancient rituals, and Rabbi Brous taught me this summer is that we must not mourn
alone. We instead must connect, become part of a community, share our story, difficult though it may be, if healing
and growth are to happen. We are in mourning this year. It feels as if we are all walking clockwise. Some mourn for
loved ones, parents, spouses, siblings and friends. Others mourn for 1,200 Israelis murdered on October 7th, and for
40,000 Palestinians, many of them innocent civilians who died in this war. We mourn because Israel is in danger from
terrorist groups and from hostile states. We mourn because Israel is in danger from extremists within, some of whom
fill leadership roles and make policy decisions that turn our stomachs. We mourn for the ideal of what the Jewish state
could be. We once held onto it, but now it seems so far gone. We mourn not just for people and places far away, but
for losses right here.

We mourn for a sense of security in Jewish spaces, or in queer spaces as proud Jews. We mourn for rights stripped
away from trans folk, and for those whose lives ended because of transphobia and homophobia. We mourn for preg-
nant people who died waiting for life-saving medical care that was withheld or delayed in a post-Roe America.
Continued on page 6
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Veteran’s Shabbat
Guest Speaker, Audry McHugh

— ' Veterans Day honors all those who served the country in war or peace, and it is a time to
S—. thank the living veterans for their sacrifices. Please mark your calendars for Friday,

v November 8th when we will honor our veterans at Shabbat services, followed by a recep-
E tion in their honor. If you are a veteran, please contact Paula

at religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org, leave your name, and if you are comfortable, in
which branch of service you served, your rank, or any other information you would like to
share. Thank you all for your service.

Audry McHugh is a Brown Water US Navy Veteran. She is the legislative liaison for several nonprofits working tire-
lessly to hold Congress accountable for their inability to protect and care for Veterans. Ms. McHugh is Warrior of Mil-
itary Sexual Trauma (MST) and Domestic Violence. She has turned that pain into purpose with her own advocacy work
to save the lives of her fellow warriors. She holds a degree from The Pennsylvania State University in Security Risk
Analysis in Cybersecurity with a minor in Information Technology and National Security Agency Certificates. Ms.
McHugh is a known visionary leader, empathetic warrior, and innovative operational strategist with more than 16 years
of experience in the Department of Defense, Information Technology (IT), Systems/Operational Security (OPSEC) and
Homeland Security. Audry McHugh holds Department of Defense certifications in National Incident Management Sys-
tem (NIMS), Project Management and Homeland Security, Cyber & Software Acquisition Management. Her passion
for community outreach, and strategic goal setting across diverse teams and industries makes her leadership and men-
torship vital in the mitigation and risk management of Veteran suicides and rapes.

i B O Homage to Allan Armus, z”/
By Rod Ross

It is fitting that we gather here today to honor the memory of

;JE#QKI\LI’;&MQ%EN o Allan Armus, who was so many things to those gathered here, as well as others.

& As the congregation’s Cemetery Chair, Allan would have promoted a visit to the Bet
& Mishpachah cemetery in this period between Rosh ha-Shana and Yom Kippur. Allan
® acted as a kind of grounds keeper here, and was responsible for the Bet Mishpachah
marker being here. And he was the intermediary between the congregation’s Board,
under the leadership of Sarajane Garten, z ”’/ and the Elesavetgrad Cemetery Associa-
tion that resulted in the purchase of three rows of grave-spaces for the begmnlng of our cemetery.

Allan took on significant responsibilities not only with Bet Mishpachah. He also had significant responsibilities with
the Elesavetgrad Cemetery Association board, which is why, under Charlie Meyers’ leadership, that board donated land
for the memorial we dedicate today. Allan played an important role with the Jewish Funeral Practices of Greater Wash-

ington as well as Pride Interfaith observances.

At Rosh ha-Shana services | thought of Allan, since he was one of the usual shofar blowers. And in hearing Paula Mor-
ris leading a service, I was reminded that she and Allan were virtually the only Bet Mishpachah members to use Ashke-
nazi rather than Sephardic pronunciations for Hebrew prayers.

At this past Fall’s Bet Mishpachah memorial service for Allan, many mentioned how welcoming he was when they first
attended services. Allan seemed to attend in-person all Bet Mishpachah Friday evening services, other when he was

traveling.

In speaking about Allan, Robyn Helzner mentioned his sitting in the front row and harmonizing with her as she sang.
I’d sometimes sit next to him, attempting to sing on key to match his singing.

I was one who took advantage of his invitation to members of the congregation to celebrate Sukkot in his back yard suk-
ka. And at least once I attended a Pesach seder at Allan’s home.

He was indeed a friend whose loss I keenly feel.


mailto:religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
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Rabbi Jakes’s Fall Classes

6/ ”dd haﬂ Rabbi Jake will be teaching a wonderful variety of class topics this fall. These

classes are free-standing events. Join us for one or all.

Enlightenment, Emancipation, and the Dawn of Jewish Religious Move-
ments — Wednesday November 13th, at 7:30 pm, on Zoom. The Reform,

) Conservative, Reconstructionist, and Orthodox movements within American
Judalsm can trace their origin back to Europe in the 18th and 19th centuries. The seismic shifts that helped
shape the modern world also helped shape Judaism as we know it. Ideas of liberty, citizenship, democracy,
and science found their way into the religious landscape as well as the political. The emergence of these Jew-
ish movements led to our own forms of Judaism today, and greatly affected how communities welcomed
LGBTQ people (or didn’t).

Spiritual Resources for Aging — Wednesday December 11th, at 7:30 pm, on Zoom. Our Jewish tradition
helps us navigate all stages of life, so it only makes sense that we would find ancient and modern wisdom on
the process of aging. Let’s find out what resources exist within Judaism to bring meaning, ritual, and under-
standing to this part of life.

The Zoom meeting numbers will appear closer to their dates in the weekly electronic newsletter. Classes are
always free for members of Bet Mishpachah. There is a suggested donation of $10 for nonmembers which
may be made on our website.

From the Programming Committee

y L os
Please join us on Sunday, November 17th, from 11:30 am - 1:00 pm. Con\/é r@

Bet Mispachah will be convening a panel on the Conversos. These were
Jews who were forced to convert to Catholicism in the 14th and 15th cen- ;

turies in Spain and Portugal. The Conversos dispersed across the world,

with many of them coming to the New World in an attempt to escape the horrors of the Inquisition. The pan-
elists will discuss the history of the Conversos as well as how some descendants of the Conversos are redis-
covering their Jewish roots.

For planning purposes, reservations will be needed for this event. Details on how to reserve a seat can be
found in our weekly email blast, Facebook page, and website. If you have any suggestions for other pro-
grams, please send them to programmingdirector@betmish.org.

sk ke sk sk sk s sk s sk sk sk sk s sk s sk sk sk sk s sk s ke sk sk sk soske s ke sk sk sk s sk s ke sk sk sk s sk sk sk sk sk sk sk s sk sk sk sk s sk sk sk sk sk sk sk s sk sk sk sk sk s sk sk sk sk skoskeosk skok skok

On Saturday, October 19th, Bet Mishpachah celebrated its second annual potluck in the Sukka event at the
EDCICC. Scott Reiter ably led the group in an inspiring mix of readings, songs, and prayers to celebrate our
being together in the sukka as well as a moving Havdala service as the afternoon darkened into night. The
group then enjoyed a tasty potluck dinner, a highlight of which was undoubtedly Jeff Burka's mandelbrot! If
you have any suggestions for future events, please send them to programmingdirector@betmish.org.



mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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Rosh ha-Shana D’rash, Continued from page 3

In Texas alone, the maternal mortality rate has risen 56%
since the state’s abortion ban was put into place. We are a
people in mourning. So many of us feel alone walking clock-
wise around the courtyard, struggling against the flow. In the
days immediately following October 7th, many Jewish com-
munities experienced an influx of people looking to connect
and engage. Long-time members, twice a year Jews, people
who have never been part of an organized Jewish community
and more flocked to synagogues. Rabbis fielded calls from
people seeking to convert to Judaism. Introduction to Judaism
classes filled up, all with people seeking connecting in a mo-
ment of grief and insecurity. A similar wave of people sought
out community after the massacre at the Tree of Life syna-
gogue in Pittsburgh. We know in our gut that we need others,
especially when we are hurting. But we don’t always reach
out when we should.

I want you to think about what brought you to Bet Mishpa-
chah that first time. What motivated you to seek out a Jewish
community, and especially an LGBTQ+ Jewish community?
Whether nearly 50 years ago or a few minutes ago, you chose
to connect. Perhaps you felt painfully isolated in a mainstream
synagogue where you couldn’t fully be yourself out in the
open. Were you reeling from watching friends and lovers suf-
fer from HIV and AIDS, walking clockwise around the tem-
ple, waiting for someone to ask “What happened to you?”
Maybe you just wanted to be around other like-minded people
who you didn’t have to explain yourself to. Some of you
wanted to be able to kiss your spouse after services, and not
wonder what other congregants were thinking. Whatever your
reason, whether in mourning or with expectation and hope,
you sought out a sacred community. You yearned for connec-
tion. And while the reasons behind your first exploration of
this community may have shifted for you, the need to connect
with others never goes away.

Our task in 5785 is to be brave and vulnerable enough to
reach out when we are in pain and when we want to celebrate
our many joys. Just as the pilgrims who walked clockwise
against the crowd, so must we show others that something has
happened to us. When someone is observant and kind enough
to ask “What is your heartache?” let’s give them the real an-
swer and reach out. Chances are, they will care about your
pain, they may be in pain as well. Let’s be a community that
sees the grieving person walking toward us in the other direc-
tion, and that asks how we can help share the burden. It is dif-
ficult to look them in the eyes and to see that they are hurting.
It is so easy to glance in the other direction while they pass by.
I know that I have done this in the past. Let’s remember why
we came here in the first place, and why this congregation is
about to mark its 50th year of serving the LGBTQ+ Jewish
community. When we are in mourning, let’s not do it alone.

Hinei ma tov u-ma na-im shevet kulanu gam yachad - how
good and how essential it is to sit as siblings, as friends, as
supporters and holy connections, together in this new year.
May it be better and sweeter than the last.

TRANS DAY OF

REMEMBRANCE

Transgender Day of Remembrance
Friday, November 15th at 8:00 pm

Come hear the personal journey of Alex Custin as
they talk about their struggles and obstacles in
embracing their gender. Alex will bring their ser-
vice dog, Elfie, who assists them with educating
those they meet. Elfie loves coming to services
and the wonderful people they have met in the
Jewish community. Alex converted to Judaism in
2022, after many years of consideration and
learning.

| Theater J
A Outing
= Join us on
Saturday, No-
vember 16th
at 7:00 pm to
see Prayer for
the French
Republic at Theater J at the EDCJCC. The Ben-
hamou family has lived in Paris for five genera-
tions. A visit from their American cousin is
quickly overshadowed by an antisemitic attack on
the family's son. The turmoil of the event awak-
ens even the most dormant fears as each family
member advocates for ways to move forward or
away. Additionally, the mounting pressure of
Marine Le Pen's extreme views winning over the
populace shows no signs of waning. As the fami-
ly references the choices of generations before,
time bends to bring the characters forward, echo-
ing the same questions. Past and present play out
simultaneously, revealing our questions have been
here before, but the answers have yet to ar-
rive. Prayer for the French Republic breaks open
the global question, "Where are we safe?"

To obtain an 18% discount off the ticket price,
use the code BETMISH18. If you are interested
in joining for dinner beforehand, please

email mgasthalter@gmail.com.
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November Birthdays

Alex Carter
Marlene Cohen
Mindy Gasthalter
Rachel Hamberger
Donald Jewler
Andi Kasarsky
Natasha Kraft
Al Munzer
Larry Neff
Leon Ratz
Martin Robinson
Joshua Maxey
Marisa Uchin
Milton Stern

19999999999
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November Anniversaries

!
Fd

é‘\m*‘
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Alex Carter and Ruth Potts
Roger Schechter and Craig Ziskin

!

Thank you to our November
Service Leaders
Friday, November 1: Eryca Kasse and
Rachel Wolkowitz
Friday, November 8: Paula Morris
Saturday, November 9: TBD
Friday, November 15: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and
Louis Blank
Friday, November 22: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, November 23: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, November 29: Ruth Potts and Alex Carter
(virtual only)

X X XX X X XX XX X XX XX X XX XX XX X XX XX X XX XX XX X XX XX

Thank You to Our October

Service Leaders
Wednesday, October 2, Erev Rosh ha-Shana:
Alex Carter and Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Thursday, October 3, Rosh ha-Shana I: Larry Neff
and Mindy Gasthalter
Thursday, October 3, Tashlich: Eryca Kasse
Friday, October 4, Rosh ha-Shana II: Paula Morris,
Jeff Burka and Marc Bernstein
Friday, October 4: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, October 11, Kol Nidre: Ruth Potts and
Scott Reiter
Saturday, October 12, Yom Kippur morning:
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, October 12, Yom Kippur Yizkor:
Elke Martin and James Radack
Saturday, October 12, Yom Kippur Mincha:
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Mindy Gasthalter
Saturday, October 12, Yom Kippur Ne’ila:

e 1o Ta Yo Ta 1o 1o Yo Yo T Yo Yo Yo Ya )

Celebrate Your Joy

Friday, November 22nd will be our next "Simchat
Shabbat," a way in which our members can celebrate
together. Let us know if you have cause to celebrate
in the way of a birthday, anniversary, or other spe-
cial occasion and we will share in your joy each
month. A special blessing will be recited for all those
celebrating.

If you would like to help sponsor towards the en-
hanced Oneg for that Friday, please let us know. Con-
tact Mindy at

membershipdirector@betmish.org.

SIMCHAT
SHABBAT

Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Paula Morris
Friday, October 18, Sukkot Shabbat Chol ha-Moed:
Mindy Gasthalter and Alex Carter
Friday, October 25: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, October 26: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

08 X XX 20X X XX XX X XX XX X XX XX XX X XX XX X XX XX XX XX XX XX

Queers Against
Antisemitism
Happy Hour
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Announced Friday, November 1 (Yartzeits observed November 1-7; 30 Tishrei — 6 Cheshvan)

Julia Tiggess, Grandmother of Natasha Kraft

Ruth Pomper, Paternal Grandmother of Joseph Pomper
Samuel Mendelson, Grandfather of Barry Friedman

November 1
November 2 (1 Cheshvan)
November 3 (2 Cheshvan)

Efrem Potts, Father of Ruth Potts and Father-in-law of Alex Carter November 4 (3 Cheshvan)

Herman Dembo, Grandfather of Jocelyn Kaplan
Reva Hoffman, Mother of Michael Hoffman
Ethel Polikoff, Mother of Nancy Polikoff

Mina Johnson, Mother of JonRobert Johnson
Cliff Leabman, Father of Arthur Leabman
Louise Radack, Mother of James Radack

Jane Spruill, Friend of Robert Margrave and David Fox

November 6
November 6 (5 Cheshvan)
November 6
November 7
November 7 (6 Cheshvan)
November 7
November 7

Announced Friday and Saturday, November 8 & 9 (Yartzeits observed November 8-14; 7-13 Cheshvan)

John Arras, Father of Mary Arras

Edith Corenfield, Aunt of Larry Neff

Cynthia Kramer, Mother of Deborah Kramer
Pearl Frank, Mother of Steven Frank

Ryan Heilig, Son-in-law of Alex Ford
Frederick Sachs, Father of Thomas Sachs
Joyce Rogers, Mother of Judy Retchin

Jack Schoen, Father of Gena Schoen

Jerry Wolkowitz, Uncle of Rachel Wolkowitz
Larry Gaber, Brother-in-law of Noah Wofsy
Jerome Uchin, Grandfather of Marisa Uchin
Allan Armus, Member of Bet Mishpachah
Lillian Sikowitz, Grandmother of Judy Retchin
Lenore Wolf Gnatt, Grandmother of Erica Gloger
Nate Lev, Uncle of Larry Neff

Fay Stoler, Mother of Harvey Stoler

November 8

November 8

November 8

November 9

November 9

November 9

November 10

November 10 (9 Cheshvan)
November 10 (9 Cheshvan)
November 11

November 11

November 12 (11 Cheshvan)
November 12

November 12

November 13

November 14 (13 Cheshvan)

Announced Friday, November 15 (Yartzeits observed November 15-21; 14-20 Cheshvan)

Omri Gershon, Brother of Liat Novek

Barry McNutt, Husband of Andi Kasarsky
Susan Lefkowitz, Friend of Stuart Sotsky
Gideon Robinson, Grandfather of Martin Robinson
Charlotte Agrast, Mother of Mark Agrast
George Preston, Uncle of Joel Wind

Sam Schneider, Uncle of Thomas Sachs
Edward Ross, Father of Rodney Ross

Rose London, Grandmother of Scott Reiter
Mary Parker, Aunt of Betty Milgram

Max Corenfeld, Uncle of Larry Neff

Daniel Scherer, Grandfather of Dana Scherer

November 15 (14 Cheshvan)
November 16
November 17 (16 Cheshvan)
November 17
November 18
November 18 (17 Cheshvan)
November 18
November 19 (18 Cheshvan)
November 20
November 20
November 21
November 21



Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Tishrei/Cheshvan 5785 / November 2024

Member Yartzeits—continued

Announced Friday and Saturday, November 22 & 23 (Yartzeits observed November 22-28;
21-27 Cheshvan)

Robert Strauss, Father of Neal Strauss November 22
Angelina Gomez, Mother of Letitia Gomez November 23
Ilene Morris, Friend of Jocelyn Kaplan November 23
Irv Beckenstein, Grandfather of Carol Wayman November 26
Dick Carter, Uncle of Ruth Potts and Alex Carter November 26
Paula Levin, Friend of Ruth Potts November 26 (25 Cheshvan)
Morris Weinstein, Grandfather of Michael Singer November 27

Announced Friday, November 29 (Yartzeits observed November 29- December 5; 28 Cheshvan —

4 Kislev)

Fern Dobuler, Sister of Andi Kasarsky
Mickey Lev, Uncle of Larry Neff

David Birkland, Friend of Thomas Sachs
Harry Neff, Grandfather of Larry Neff
Irwin Cohen, Father of Beth Cohen
Mark Hyman, Brother of Deb Hyman
Robert Weis, Friend of Ruth Potts

November 29
November 29
December 1
December 3
December 4
December 4
December 4

Joshua Boneh, Friend of Stuart Sotsky and Member of Bet Mishpachah ~ December 5 (4 Kislev)

ol U 67 Your Geherg)

September Donations

We appreciate the generosity of our mem-

bers and friends, and recognize
them for their support.

Joel and Murray Woldman Kiddush and
Oneg Fund

Vinny Prell and Neela Taub

Alex Carter

Al Munzer and Joel Wind

Gena Schoen

Operating Fund
Hank Londner, in memory of Allan Armus
Mindy Gathalter, in memory of

Becky Margrave Deopere

Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund
Devra Floyd
Davi LaBarre

High Holy Days
Fran Sneider and Beth Cohen
Marc Bernstein

Housing Fund
Deb Hyman and Paula Morris

Siddur and Machzor Fund
Alex Ford
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Shabbat Services

Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our
website for details. The Zoom meeting number will be
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and
Beyond.”

Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of
every month at 10:00 am. Saturday morning services
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.betmish.org/oneg.

Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is
available by sending an email request

to sign(@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks
notice.

Any changes to our regular Shabbat service

schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our
weekly email.

To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date,
location, occasion and number of expected attendees
to executivedirector@betmish.org

Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations

Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:

* World Congress of LGBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah

* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington

* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater
Washington

* Network of Independent Jewish Communities

and Havurot

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff
Coordinator — Liat Novek

Design/Layout — Liat Novek

Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch,
Andrea Jennetta and Elke Martin

Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter

Donations

To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C.
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page
on our web site, www.betmish.org

Death Notices, Bereavement Services

If you are in need of bereavement services or to
announce a death in your family,

email bereavement@betmish.org.

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter

Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah. The newsletter is
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles,
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of
the month prior to publication to
administrator@betmish.org.

Weekly Email Broadcast

The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast,
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner
organizations. To receive our weekly email newsletter,
send an email to administrator@betmish.org

Congregational Website

Be sure to check out our website

at www.betmish.org with information about our
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites
of interest.

Communications Policy. For questions about our
editorial or advertising policies, send an email
to secretary(@betmish.org

Membership

To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org
Reduced membership is available for new members,
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the
DC metro area.

Address, Phone, and Email Updates
Send your name and old and new information
to membershipdirector@betmish.org

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You

Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim —
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive
the information. Please email us

at BikurCholim@betmish.org.

Women’s Outreach Program

On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 pm

we pour our favorite beverage to go along with our own
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and
conversation. We continue to gather every month both in-
person and virtually. If you have any

questions contact religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and
welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-binary
people.
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DIRECTORY
RABBIS

Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin ... rabbi@betmish.org
Rabbi Bob Saks, EMEritus ..............cviiiiiiiiiiis i rabbibobs@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES

President: Deborah Hyman ...........ccccocon v president@betmish.org
Treasurer: Douglas Auerbach .............cccccciiiii v treasurer@betmish.org
Secretary: Barbara Goldberg .......ccoooooiiiiiiiiiiies i, secretary@betmish.org
Communication Committee: ..........oiiiiiiiiees e, communications@betmish.org
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris ......... ...ccccciiiiienieeeniienn, religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
High Holy Days: Paula MOITIS .............uuuiiiiiiis eveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnns hhd@betmish.org
Liturgy Committee: Scott Reiter ...........ccccccet i liturgy@betmish.org
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris...... ....ccccccvviiiiiiiiinnnnns religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Choir: Whitney Babash............ccoooooiiies e, choir@betmish.org
Director of Membership: Mindy Gasthalter ....... .....cccccoviiieeiiieiiinnn, membershipdirector@betmish.org
Director of Operations: Barry Friedman............. .......................... operationsdirector@betmish.org
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator ..................uueeeeiies ceveiiiiiiiiiiiieieennennnnnn. oneg@betmish.org
Hospitality Coordinator ..................uevviiiiiiiiiiis i, hospitality@betmish.org
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator: Devra Floyd ................... sigh@betmish.org
Director of Programming: Joseph Pomper......... cccccccovvviiiiiiiiinnnnnn. programmingdirector@betmish.org
Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman ...........cc. cocuvvieeiniiiiiiiiiiiiinnnns bookgroup@betmish.org
Programming Committee: Joseph Pomper..... .....cccccvvvviiiiinnnnnnnnns programs@betmish.org
Director of Community Affairs: Alfredo Gomez.. .........ccccccvvvvvvinnnnn. communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Director of Congregational Affairs: Jeffrey Kahn ...........cccccooi congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger.......................on bereavement@betmish.org
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Noah Wofsy . ..........ccccoeeeeiii. bikurcholim@betmish.org
Cemetery Committee: ROd ROSS ......ccooviviiiies i, cemetery@betmish.org
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ............cccccoet i, education@betmish.org
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund ......... ....ccccccciiiiiiiiniinnnns novachavura@betmish.org
Social Justice: James Radack......................e. ceceieieiiivnneeene... . S0OCHAl-action@betmish.org
KeShet RiSING ......cooii e e executivedirector@betmish.org
Bnai ARGVa ............ccoooiiii s executivedirector@betmish.org
STAFF
Executive Director: Joshua Maxey .........ccccccceer voviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienee, executivedirector@betmish.org

Congregational Administrator: Liat Novek.................................... administrator@betmish.org
BOOKKEEPET ... e e bookkeeping@betmish.org



