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A short time ago, I attended a webinar on grants. 
The most fundamental truth that I took from this webinar 
is: “Donors don’t want to fund your existence. They want 
to fund your impact.” Although Bet Mishpachah has oth-
er obstacles in obtaining grants – our lack of a history of 
receiving them being one prime factor – the reality is that 
our impact is minimal. Through our Social Action/Social 
Justice Committee, we provide some support to N Street 
Village, for example, but our standing in the Jewish com-
munity is limited. I am hopeful that our recognition this 
year from the Washington Jewish Week as Best 
LGBTQ+ group in their Best of Jewish Washington 
Readers Choice Awards will start to lift us from anonym-
ity, but we also need to be thinking about other, new 
ways to raise our stature. Bringing in new people, as 
mentioned above, is a start. Another avenue is to serve 
the community in general and not just our existing mem-
bership. I pray that this goal will inform the work we do 
in the coming year and beyond. 

By Mitchell Haymes 
Before starting where I’d originally intended, I 

want to remember Allan Armus, z”l. A nice gesture on Al-
lan’s part the first time I came to Bet Mishpachah helped 
confirm my decision to move to DC. I know I’m not the 
only recipient of Allan’s kindness. The awareness that he’s 
not here reveals how central he was to Bet Mishpachah as 
well as how big a hole he leaves behind, one that touches 
every aspect of our institution. We can never fill that hole, 
but will learn to build around it. The empty space that re-
mains will be a reminder of the important and generous 
soul that used to fill it. 

I wish that everyone who reads this column had the 
opportunity to hear Rabbi Jake’s d’rash for the Kol Nidre 
service. If you did not hear the d’rash, I urge you to read it 
on our website. I cannot give you an adequate summary of 
what the Rabbi said and so won’t try. The reason, however, 
that I suggest you read it is that the Rabbi’s d’rash crystal-
ized the essence of what Bet Mishpachah brings to the DC 
area that LGBTQ+ Jews cannot find anywhere else. I am 
hoping that we will continue to show the outside communi-
ty what they can find only here and do so in a manner that 
entices them to experience a culture and an atmosphere that 
will not be replicated in any other local synagogue. Our 
members know what we provide, and we can never priori-
tize outreach over the needs of our membership. We cannot 
afford on the other hand to serve our members alone.  

To live long and prosper, we must always seek 
out, attract and retain new people. Toward this end, I urge 
everyone to be aware that appearances matter. We would 
not invite new acquaintances to our homes and have them 
find us in pj’s and bathrobes with nothing to eat and drink 
but open bags of potato chips and lukewarm beer. I realize 
there’s only so much we can do with the facilities we have 
available at the J, but – and I’m stereotyping here – I bet we 
have enough talent to add a little fabulous, or at least pro-
fessionalism, to our content and the scenery. This goes for 
everything we offer: services, including the bima and 
scrolling; classes; programs; and all we offer online. Visi-
tors will feel welcome and respected by even a little extra 
effort and will be more willing to return and then stick 
around. 

Mazal Tov to Bet Mishpachah! 
 
Bet Mishpachah was recently voted by the read-
ers of the Washington Jewish Week as the best 
LGBTQ+ Group in the DMV Community! Let us 
continue to be a place of learning, prayer, communi-
ty, and family for all LGBTQ+ Jews in the area.  
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Transgender Day of Remembrance 

 

G-d full of mercy, bless the souls of all who are in our hearts on this 
Transgender Day of Remembrance.  We call to mind today young and 
old, of every race, faith and gender experience, who have died by vio-
lence.   We remember those who have died because they would not 
hide, or did not pass, or did pass or stood too proud.  Today we name 
them: the reluctant activist; the fiery hurler of heels; the warrior for 
quiet truth; the one whom no one really knew. 
 
As many as we can name, there are thousands more whom we cannot, 
and for whom no Kaddish may have been said.  We mourn their sense-
less deaths, and give thanks for their lives, for their teaching, and for 
the brief glow of each holy flame.  We pray for the strength to carry on 
their legacy of vision, bravery, and love. 
 
And as we remember them, we remember with them the thousands 
more who have taken their own lives.  We pray for resolve to root out 
the injustice, ignorance, and cruelty that grow despair.  And we pray,  
G-d, that all those who perpetrate hate and violence will speedily come 
to understand that Your creation has many faces, many genders, many 
holy expressions. 
 
Blessed are they who have allowed their divine image to shine in the 
world. 
 
Blessed is G-d in Whom no light is extinguished. 
 

- Rabbi Reuben Zellman 
Shavat V’Yinafash, page 387 

Speaker on Climate Change in observance of Sukkot 

Sukkot, as one of the three harvest festivals, is closely identified with the environment.  On September. 29th 
the congregation was fortunate to have Professor Dr. Deborah Seligsohn of Villanova University as our  
Sukkot speaker addressing various aspects of climate change.  In addition to presenting an outlook for future 
policy initiatives, she discussed the Infrastructure Recovery Act (IRA) which provides ways that we as indi-
viduals could both benefit and have an impact.  Dr. Seligsohn has provided several websites in this regard for 
the congregation: 
*Information on IRS tax credits/deductions for carbon reduction: https://www.irs.gov/credits-and-deductions-
under-the-inflation-reduction-act-of-2022 
*Department of Energy site which gives details on technologies: https://www.energystar.gov/about/
federal_tax_credits 
*For general interest in all the good things the IRA is doing on clean energy and climate, there is a White 
House guidebook: https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Inflation-Reduction-Act-
Guidebook.pdf 
*There is also an excellent guide for homeowners from the Natural Resources Defense Council: https://
www.nrdc.org/stories/consumer-guide-inflation-reduction-act 

https://www.irs.gov/credits-and-deductions-under-the-inflation-reduction-act-of-2022
https://www.irs.gov/credits-and-deductions-under-the-inflation-reduction-act-of-2022
https://www.energystar.gov/about/federal_tax_credits
https://www.energystar.gov/about/federal_tax_credits
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Inflation-Reduction-Act-Guidebook.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Inflation-Reduction-Act-Guidebook.pdf
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/consumer-guide-inflation-reduction-act
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/consumer-guide-inflation-reduction-act
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Celebrate Your Joy 

Friday, December 1st will be our next monthly 
"Simchat Shabbat," a way in which our members 
can celebrate together.  Let us know if you have 
cause to celebrate in the way of a birthday, anni-
versary, or other special occasion and we will 
share in your joy each month.  
 
A special blessing will be recited for all those  
celebrating.  
 
If you would like to help sponsor towards the en-
hanced Oneg for that Friday, please let us 
know.  Contact Liat at administrator@betmish.org.  

Introducing our New  
Enhanced Oneg 

 

Looking for a way to celebrate or honor a special occa-
sion, while supporting Bet Mishpachah?  Consider spon-
soring a Friday evening Oneg Shabbat or Saturday 
morning Kiddush.  You can also donate as a sponsor for 
our new monthly Simchat Shabbat.  New sponsorship 
opportunities are now available.  For more information 
visit www.betmish.org/oneg 

New Member Shabbat—Friday, November 3rd 
8:00 pm in-person or via Zoom 

  
Join us as Bet Mishpachah lays out the welcome mat for 
our newest members. Help them feel like part of the fami-
ly. Whatever their reasons for choosing our congregation, 
whether to enhance their Jewish traditions and education, 
participate in our programs and committees, or make new 
friendships, Bet Mishpachah is committed to fostering a 
welcoming atmosphere. We may not be able to deliver 
home-baked goodies to your door, but we can share our 
smiles and thank our newest members for joining. And to 
you, our wonderful new members: Please, don’t be shy 
getting to know us and allowing us to come to know you.  
We are anxious to embrace you in our community. 
 
An enhanced Oneg Shabbat will be served in honor of our 
new members. Services will also be live-streamed via 
Zoom. 

Senator Adam Ebbin’s Talk 
Virginia Senator Adam Ebbin spoke on Sunday, October 29th, at the Edlavitch DCJCC.  Approximately 20 persons at-
tended in person and 6 online.  Adam was a very personable speaker.  He talked for 25 minutes and then graciously an-
swered questions for another 25 minutes.  In his remarks, he discussed being the first gay man elected to the Virginia 
Assembly and some of his colleagues.  He discussed some of his legislative accomplishments, including working across 
the aisle.  He answered questions ranging from the protection of transgendered rights to transportation in Northern Vir-
ginia.  There were questions about divisiveness and the rise of antisemitism.  He concluded by emphasizing the general 
importance of voting; how each vote counts especially in a very close election.  People talked and enjoyed refreshments 
both before and after the talk. 
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Parashat Toldot, November 2012 
 

As I 
thought about this question, I saw an image of a stage. Standing on  the 
stage were two characters in full song. One is singing - It's Mine, It's 
Mine... it belongs to me. The other character sings - I Want It, I 
Want lt...it should be mine. 

 The two main characters are Esau, the first born of the Biblical twins. He is the one we know as the hunter 
and his father's favorite. What we do not yet know is that he harbors a deep secret, that the other character, the second 
born of the twins, Jacob. He is the one we know as the one who does not hunt and is his mother's favorite. The sup-
porting characters in this drama are Isaac, the blind and aged patriarch and Rebecca, his wife.

 
As the play unfolds... 

 Isaac and Esau are center stage. Isaac is directing Esau, “Go hunt and 
I will bestow on you the blessing of the first-born."  We in the audience 

conversation. As Esau leaves for the hunt, the light fades from Isaac 
          Rebecca finds Jacob and tells him what she has just heard. She has 

Esau. Jacob says to his mother "I am smooth skinned, 
and Esau is hairy. 

Jacob and Rebecca 
leave  the stage as Jacob swallows his trepidations about this plan, fearing that 

 
 Jacob, now disguised as Esau, has come before Isaac and hands him the 

food and drinking the wine, Isaac says - "are you really Esau?" Isaac is 
with him appears hairy, as is Esau. Jacob continues the duplicity 

and answers,  “YES,” he is Esau. 

 

masculine image, he weeps and pleads with Isaac for a 
blessing, blessing. 

somewhat inferior blessing. Esau recognizes 
it as inferior and says to 

 

Esau into that role be-
cause Isaac loves venison or maybe Isaac senses 



 

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly  Cheshvan/Kislev 5784 November 2023              Page  5 

NOVA Chavura meets again! 
On a crisp fall day early in October, close to a dozen Bet Mishpachah members gathered in Alexandria for good 
food and conversation.  Hank and Keith, our wonderful hosts, provided drinks and delicious eggplant caponata 
with pita and Elke contributed a buckwheat salad (that led to con-
versations about kasha recipes from old).  Other guests contributed 
an assortment of cookies and a widely lauded babka.  The small 
gathering enhanced the possibility of conversation.  The persons in 
the photograph were those in the living room discussing the Israeli
-Hamas conflict while others were likely having a similar conver-
sation in the kitchen.  We look forward to many more opportuni-
ties for our friends and members to get together.  If you are inter-
ested in hosting a NOVA Chavura event, send an email to 

2eva.freund@gmail.com.  Include 2 or 3 possible dates and the 
type of event you would like to host. 

Rabbi Jake’s Winter Classes 
 
Rabbi Jake will be teaching a two more wonderful classes this fall.  These clas-
ses are free-standing events.  Join us for one or both.   
 
Superstitions from the world-wide Jewish community - Wednesday,  
November 15th, at 7:30 pm.  Live-streamed via Zoom. 
 Why do people spit three times when they hope that something bad won’t 
happen?  Why do others place salt in their pockets or in the corners of rooms?  
Why is there a common practice of closing holy books that have been left open 
on a table?  These superstitions exist in Jewish communal practice, as others.  

We’ll look at some well-known, and some not well-known, superstitions from throughout the Jewish world 
and dig into their origins and meaning. 
 
Questions and Answers - Reading Rabbinic responsa literature for our modern times - Saturday,       
December 9th, following services, at 12:30 pm.  In-person and live-streamed via Zoom. 
 There is a body of Rabbinic literature that attempts to answer new questions that did not arise in the clas-
sic Jewish legal texts.  This type of rabbinic literature applies the foundation of law to new situations in Jew-
ish life.  We’ll focus on ways in which different movements have responded to questions that affect the lives 
of Jews who are members of the LGBTQ+ community.  Our Jewish community is always evolving, and rab-
binic responsa literature reacts and helps shape that evolution. 
 

 The Zoom meeting IDs will appear closer to their dates in the weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week 
and Beyond,” on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/betmish, and our website www.betmish.org.     
Classes are always free for members of Bet Mishpachah.  There is a suggested donation of $10 for non-
members which may be made on our website. 

Parashat Toldot                                                                                                     

 
Copyright ©2021 Eva Freund. All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic or 
mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the author  

mailto:2eva.freund@gmail.com
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Meet our Veterans on Friday, November 10, 2023  

Jerry Goldberg - Korean War 
 I was 22, living in Dallas when I was drafted and sent to California to join the California National Guard in 
1950 and served until 1952 during the Korean War.  I was working as a geologist in Texas when the National 
Guard asked me if I was good in math. I said, “yes,” so they trained me to be a meteorologist - what are the sim-
ilarities?  The two jobs end with the same five last letters.  I went to Japan and was the meteorologist for the 
40th division for the artillery. I measured the weather so when the big guns were fired, the trajectory was pre-
dictable. I still have a Jewish friend with whom I keep in touch from that unit who lives in California. 
 
Barbara Goldberg - 24 years 
Service Branch - USAF, 1978-2002 (Joint service from 1995-2000; with several temporary duty assignments in 
Europe and Asia) Permanent Assignments: 

• Texas (twice, 2 different cities) 
• Florida 
• Massachusetts 
• DC/Virginia (Joint Service)  
• Alaska, Nevada 
• Several temporary/short overseas assignments in Europe and Asia) 

  
Elyse Wander - 30 years 
I was in the US Army JAG Corps as a reserve officer from 1978-2008. I served overseas in Germany following 
Operation Desert Shield, leading a team that investigated Saddam Hussein's alleged war crimes (war crimes in-
vestigation is a task specifically performed by the Army reserve).  Over the years, I worked in legal assistance, 
criminal defense and international law. The Army sent me to the Army War College, which I completed in 
2000. I am terrified of firearms, and laughably, qualified as a sharpshooter on my machine gun and as a marks-
man with my pistol. 
  
Harvey Stoler - 22 years 
Branch of Service:   United States Army Reserve, 1971 - 1993, Sergeant First Class 
I served as a Military Personnel Sergeant in the Personnel Section of a Brigade Headquarters. As a military re-
tiree, I am proud of my service and value the friendships and networking that I made with fellow service people. 
  
Al Munzer 
I was a Major in the US Air Force at Andrews Air Force Base from 1972-1974. 
  
Warren Snaider 
I was a draftee and served in the US Army between 1970 and 1972.  My rank upon leaving was E-5, AKA Spe-
cialist E-5.  For most of my term of service I was stationed at Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio, Texas, and 
worked as a company clerk in the Brooke Army Medical Center.  I lived off-post when I was able to and my 
roommate was the chaplain's assistant.   
   
Morris Umansky - 21 years 
I entered the US Navy in March, 1968 at age 19, then went to boot camp in the Great Lakes.  Attended "A" 
school in Bainbridge, MD. My first tour was in Washington DC.  My second tour was on the USS Chicago, in 
the Gulf and Mekong in Vietnam.  Then I went back to Washington, DC, and my fourth tour was as Command-
er in Middle East Force.  My fifth tour was at the US Naval Station in Thurso, Scotland and then back to Wash-
ington, DC, where I was in the Naval Security Group.  My seventh tour led me to the Pentagon as Director of 
Naval Intelligence and then back to Naval Security Group in Washington DC. Retired in March 1989. 
  
Henry Morris, z”l, - also a lifetime member of Jewish War Veterans. 
I was 18 on December 19, 1944 and registered for the draft that day. World War II was in progress, and I re-
ceived a one-month deferment to finish the school year  I entered the service as soon as school ended and 
trained in the United States Army Post, when I was given leave for a few days home and then back to Camp and 
shipped to Europe. I ended in an ordnance outfit as a Supply Sergeant for the fighting Company going into 
Furth, Germany. My position was behind the fighting forces and NOT up front.  I saw NO action and I do NOT 
want to take anything away from the soldiers who did. Fighting stopped.  

Continued on page 7 
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September Donations 
 
We appreciate the generosity of our members and 
friends, and recognize them for their support.  
 
Operating Fund 
Douglas Auerbach 
Devra Floyd 
Alfredo Gomez & Patrick DiBattista 
Tena Frank, in honor of Ellen Oshinsky 
Rachel Hamberger, in honor of Paula Morris’ birthday 
Nathaniel Deutsch, in memory of Henry Morris 
Nathaniel Deutsch, in memory of Rik Edwards 
David Fox and Robert Margrave, in memory of  
 Henry Morris 
Glenn Garelik, in memory of Sarajane Garten 
Joel Berelson, in memory of Sarajane Garten 
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Hermine Gladstone 
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Henry Morris 
Glenn Garelik, in memory of Henry Morris 

 
 
 
Jocelyn Kaplan, in memory of Henry Morris 
Diane Liff & Georgia Korn, in memory of Henry Morris 
Joseph Pomper, in memory of Ruth Pomper 
Stuart Sotsky, in memory of Henry Morris 
Lynda Sowbel, in memory of Henry Morris 
 
Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund 
Devra Floyd 
Rod Ross 
Neela Taub, in honor of the High Holy Days 
John Kaboff, in honor of Allan Armus 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Davi LaBarre 
Maxwell Howell 
Stuart Sotsky, in memory of Sarajane Garten 

Thank you to our Yizkor Book 5784 Contributers   

Louis Altarescu 
Douglas Auerbach 
David Bachman 
Ilma Cookie Backelman 
Lawrence Berman 
Mark Bernstein 
Louis Blank 
Jeff Burka 
Edward Comer 
Nathaniel Deutsch 
Steven Frank 
Barry Friedman 
Glen Garelik 
Leticia Gomez 
Jennifer Helburn 
Michael Hoffman 
Robert Hollis 
Bruce Horowitz 
Deb Hyman 
Jocelyn Kaplan 
Andrea Kasarsky 
Eryca Kasse 
Maxine Klane 

Barry Kropf 
Davi LaBarre 
Art Leabman 
Diane Liff & Georgia Korn 
Elke Martin& Eva Freund 
Howard Menaker 
Al Munzer & Joel Wind 
Jeffrey Nakrin 
Larry Neff 
Emily Pitt 
Joseph Pomper 
Rod Ross 
Tom Sachs 
Alicia Saffer 
Loretta Vitale Saks 
Gena Schoen 
David Schwarz 
Warren  Snaider 
Alvin Stern 
Seymour Stern 
Elyse Wander 
Steven Weinberg 
Noah Wofsy 
Paul Wolfson 

Veterans of Bet Mishpachah                                                                                        Continued from page 6                                                                                                            
Joel Wind 
I was an E5 in the US Army from 1967- 1969 and served in the Republic of South Vietnam. 
 

Davi LaBarre 
US Army Veterinary Corps, Captain for 6 years 
 

Eva Freund, served from 1960's into 1970's USNR-R, E-5, "Captain's Yeoman", Spent 9 years of duty at the 
Washington Navy Yard using military rules to keep members of the unit from being activated to go to Vietnam. 
Honorable Discharge. 
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     Thank You to Our October  
Service Leaders  

Friday, October 6:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, October 13: Scott Reiter and  
 Rabbi Ben Shalva with Eryca Kasse   
Saturday, October 14: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, October 20:  Vinny Prell 
Friday, October 27: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  
Saturday, October  28: Marc Bernstein and  
 Jeff Burka 
 

Welcome to our new Members: 
Zoe Cohn 

 

Welcome Back: 
Milton Stern 

Thank you to our November  
Service Leaders  

Friday, November 3: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
 and Paula Morris 
Friday, November 10:  Rachel Hamberger and 
 Robyn Helzner  
Saturday, November 11: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, November 17: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin   
Friday, November 24: Louis Blank 
Saturday, November 25: Jeff Burka and  
 Marc Bernstein 
 

November Anniversaries 
Alex Carter and Ruth Potts 

Roger Schechter and Craig Ziskin 

November Birthdays 
Alex Carter 

Marlene Cohen 

Mindy Gasthalter 
Rachel Hamberger 

Donald Jewler 

Andi Kasarsky 
Natasha Kraft 

Al Munzer 
Larry Neff 

Martin Robinson 
Joshua Maxey 
Marisa Uchin 

Milton Stern 

Mazal Tov to: 
Rachel Hamberger on the 30th anniversary of 

her Bat Mitzvah 

 
One of Washington’s oldest Torah scrolls, dating back to 1876, was paraded through 
downtown DC on its way to the recently opened Capital Jewish Museum, where it 
will reside on permanent loan.  Bet Mishpachah’s members Al Munzer and Joel 
Wind were honored among those escorting the Torah. 

Congregational Shabbat Dinner   
Join us on Friday, December 8th for a congregational Shabbat dinner that will be held at 

6:30 pm at the EDCJCC prior to services which start at 8:00 pm.  The cost of the dinner is $30/per member and $39/per 
non-member.  Please RSVP to Mindy Gasthalter, mgasthalter@gmail.com, and when you do, be sure to let her know if 
you have any dietary restrictions.  December 8th is also the second night of Chanuka, and as is our tradition at Bet 
Mishpachah, we ask you to bring your chanukia and candles (2 plus one for the shamash) so that we can all light can-
dles together during services.  RSVP deadline is Friday, December 1st. 

mailto:mgasthalter@gmail.com
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to: 

Gena Schoen, on the loss of her husband, Rik Edwards 
The family and friends of Allan Armus, beloved member of Bet Mishpachah 

Member Yartzeits  

 
Announced Friday & Saturday, October 27 & 28 (Yartzeits observed October 27-November 2; 12 - 18 
Cheshvan) 
Freda Casel, Great-aunt of Larry Neff    October  27  
Chaim Gloger, Grandfather of Erica Gloger   October  27  
Fay Stoler, Mother of Harvey Stoler     October  28 (13 Cheshvan) 
Omri Gershon, Brother of Liat Novek    October 29 (14 Cheshvan) 
Vasco Jones, Stepfather of Devra Floyd    October 29  
Gedalia Londner, Father of Hank Londner   October 29  
Mildred Backelman, Mother of Cookie Backelman October 30  
Jaime Gómez, Brother of Letitia Gómez    October 30  
Janet Kelly, Mother-in-law of Marisa Uchin   October 30  
Beverly Abrams, Mother of Andrew Abrams  October 31  
Susan Lefkowitz, Friend of Stuart Sotsky   October 31 (16 Cheshvan) 
George Preston, Uncle of Joel Wind     November 1 (17 Cheshvan) 
Candida Tarabochia, Aunt of Catherine Tarabochia November 1   
Julia Tiggess, Grandmother of Natasha Kraft   November 1   
Edward Ross, Father of Rodney Ross    November 2 (18 Cheshvan) 
 
Announced Friday, November 3 (Yartzeits observed November 3 - 9; 19 – 25 Cheshvan) 
Herman Dembo, Grandfather of Jocelyn Kaplan  November 6   
Ethel Polikoff, Mother of Nancy Polikoff   November 6   
Mina Johnson, Mother of JonRobert Johnson  November 7   
Louise Radack, Mother of James Radack    November 7   
Jane  Spruill, Friend of Robert Margrave and David Fox   November 7   
John Arras, Father of Mary Arras      November 8  
Edith Corenfield, Aunt of Larry Neff     November 8  
Cynthia Kramer, Mother of Deborah Kramer   November 8  
Mauro Cocco, Uncle of Catherine Tarabochia  November 9   
Pearl Frank, Mother of Steven Frank     November 9   
Ryan Heilig, Son-in-law of Alex Ford    November 9   
Paula Levin, Friend of Ruth Potts      November 9 (25 Cheshvan) 
Frederick Sachs, Father of Thomas Sachs   November 9  
 
Announced Friday & Saturday, November 10 & 11 (Yartzeits observed November 10 - 16; 26 Cheshvan 
– 3 Kislev) 
Joyce Rogers, Mother of Judith Retchin    November 10  
Larry Gaber, Brother-in-law of Noah Wofsy   November 11  
Jerome Uchin, Grandfather of Marisa Uchin   November 11 
Lillian Sikowitz, Grandmother of Judith Retchin  November 12  
Lenore Wolf Gnatt, Grandmother of Erica Gloger November 12  
Sol Lev, Uncle of Larry Neff       November 13   
Barry McNutt, Husband of Andi Kasarsky   November 16  
 
 
 
 



 

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly  Cheshvan/Kislev 5784 November 2023              Page  10 

Member Yartzeits –continued 
 
Announced Friday, November 17 (Yartzeits observed November 17 - 23;  4 – 10 Kislev) 
Joshua Boneh, Friend of Stuart Sotsky and Member of Bet Mishpachah November 17 (4 Kislev) 
Gideon Robinson, Grandfather of Martin Robinson  November 17  
Charlotte Agrast, Mother of Mark Agrast    November 18  
Joseph Rothlein, Grandfather of Jeffrey Burka   November 18 (5 Kislev) 
Sam Schneider, Uncle of Thomas Sachs     November 18  
Herman Hoffman, Paternal Grandfather of Michael Hoffman  November 20 (7 Kislev) 
Rose London, Grandmother of Scott Reiter    November 20  
Mary Parker, Aunt of Betty Milgram      November 20  
Max Corenfeld, Uncle of Larry Neff      November 21  
Daniel Scherer, Grandfather of Dana Scherer   November 21  
Robert Strauss, Father of Neal Strauss     November 22  
Angelina Gómez, Mother of Letitia Gómez    November 23  
Ilene Morris, Friend of Jocelyn Kaplan     November 23  
Sylvia Tarabochia, Mother of Catherine Tarabochia  November 23  
 
Announced Friday & Saturday, November 24 & 25 (Yartzeits observed November 24 - 30;  – 11– 17 
Kislev) 
Ekaterina Tarabochia, Grandmother of Catherine Tarabochia November 24  
Dick Carter, Uncle of Alex Carter and Ruth Potts  November 26  
Juliette Haymes, Mother of Mitchell Haymes   November 26 (13 Kislev) 
Morris Weinstein, Grandfather of Michael Singer  November 27  
Leroy Aarons, Friend of Stuart Sotsky and Member of Bet Mishpachah November 28 (15 Kislev) 
Diana Umansky, Sister-in-law of Morris Umansky  November 28 (15 Kislev) 
Fern Dobuler, Sister of Andi Kasarsky     November 29  
David Green, Partner of Martin Less and past board member November 29 (16 Kislev) 
Mickey Lev, Uncle of Larry Neff       November 29  
Halina Preston, Aunt of Joel Wind      November 29 (16 Kislev) 
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Shabbat Services  
Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services 
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay 
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our 
website for details.  The Zoom meeting number will be 
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and 
Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services 
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion 
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor 
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.betmish.org/oneg. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our 
weekly email. 
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
location, occasion and number of expected attendees 
to administrator@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of LGBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch 
and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 
 
Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to 
announce a death in your family, 
email bereavement@betmish.org. 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah.  The newsletter is 
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles, 
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of 
the month prior to publication to 
administrator@betmish.org. 
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, 
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well 
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email newsletter, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website 
at www.betmish.org with information about our 
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our 
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites 
of interest. 
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our 
editorial or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for new members, 
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the 
DC metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to membershipdirector@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — 
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim 
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is 
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive 
the information. Please email us 
at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 
Women’s Outreach Program 
On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 we pour 
our favorite beverage to go along with our own 
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and 
conversation. We continue to gather virtually every week 
and may try an in-person option soon. If you have any 
questions contact programmingdirector@betmish.org  
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.          
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and 
we welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-
binary people.  

mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ..................................  ..............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  ..............................  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Mitchell Haymes  .............................  ..............................  president@betmish.org  
 
Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  .........................  ..............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Whitney Babash  .............................  ..............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:   .........................  ..............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris .........  ..............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

High Holy Days: Paula Morris  ........................  ..............................  hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter  ....................  ..............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris ......   .............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
Choir (Tach’shitim): Whitney Babash ..............  ..............................  choir@betmish.org 
 

Director of Membership:  Deb Hyman................  ..............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
 
Director of Operations: Kasey Bigsby ................ …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator  ............................  ..............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Coordinator  ..................................  ..............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd ...................  sign@betmish.org  

 
Director of Programming ...................................  ..............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  ..............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ....................  ..............................  education@betmish.org  
Programming Committee: Joseph Pomper .....  ..............................  programs@betmish.org 

 
Director of Community Affairs: Brian Parks ........  ..............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Bruce Horowitz  ..........................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger……………………….. ..  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Barbara Lewis  ............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee......................................  ..............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  .........  ..............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: James Radack ........................ ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  
Keshet Rising .................................................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
B’nai Ahava ....................................................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 

 
STAFF 

Executive Director:  Joshua Maxey ...................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. .............  administrator@betmish.org 
Bookkeeper .......................................................  ..............................  bookkeeping@betmish.org 
 


