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Words from our Executive Director 
 

By Joshua Maxey 
 

Shanah Tova!  What a 
privilege it is to be 
here on this Kol Nidrei 
with all of you mem-
bers and friends of Bet 
Mishpachah here in 
Cafritz Hall and those 
of us who join by 
livestream.  
 

Over the last several months since I began as your 
Executive Director, I have been so fortunate to meet 
many of our members and hear stories about our 
founding and what Bet Mishpachah means to them. 
In almost every conversation I had whether it was 
over zoom or coffee, Community was the common 
word used when expressing the importance of Bet 
Mishpachah. I have seen firsthand the joy and life of 
this community that goes way beyond the walls of 
our weekly Shabbat services. And we owe much of 
this to our dedicated group of volunteers that help 
lead services, serve on our committees or organize 
our programs such as our book club, our Women’s 
Outreach, or Keshet Rising-our young professional 
group. This Sukkot, we are excited to launch another 
program called B’nei Ahava; which is our newest 
initiative that will bring together LGBTQ+ Jewish 
youth and their families here for schmoozing and 
services, giving us an opportunity to introduce Bet 
Mishpachah to a new generation of LGBTQ+ Jews. 
These are just a sample of the many programs, clas-
ses, and other initiatives that help build our        
community.    
 
A community that we need more than ever in this 
moment in time. In a world where we are seeing an 
increase in antisemitism, attacks on women’s rights, 
and LGBTQ+ persons, I personally find comfort that 
I can lean on many gathered right here in this room 
and over zoom, and that I can find solace in the 
beautiful poetry and prayers in our siddur; our     
siddur which I recently was able to share with 
LGBTQ+ students at Yeshiva University who at this 

moment are fighting for their right to gather in a for-
malized setting on their campus. During the High Holy 
Days, when we recite the U-n’taneh Tokef poem, we 
are reminded of life’s many ups and downs; our jour-
ney through life can often be unpredictable. We lose 
loved ones, manage personal struggles, or even strug-
gle to hold on to joy when we are constantly being 
bombarded with doom and gloom through the news 
and social media.  
 
But what a true blessing that we do not have to carry 
life’s burdens alone. We have each other. We have 
community. We have Bet Mishpachah. 
 
During this new year and season, I invite us all to take 
time to reflect upon this beautiful community and what 
Bet Mishpachah means to you. Is there a program that 
you would like to start? Are there ideas that you have 
to bring more awareness of this congregation? Are you 
interested in volunteering your time? We rely on dedi-
cated volunteers that give both time and resources to 
help keep us running. We are so grateful to all of you 
who give so generously as volunteers. I also invite us 
all to renew our commitment to Bet Mishpachah. 
 
Our members are shareholders and as such, we need 
you. We need you to volunteer time by serving on a 
committee or even offering your voice to serve on our 
board of directors. We need you to offer a smile and 
warm reception by serving as an Oneg volunteer, we 
need you to join us at community events and offer your 
Bet Mishpachah story to those who may be interested 
in joining us. As we look to celebrate our 50th anniver-
sary in a few short years, we look to our community 
for volunteers, but also look to you for financial sup-
port. Through the generosity of one of our founding 
members, Morris Umansky, your pledge or gift during 
these High Holy Days will be matched. Your financial 
generosity will help us to continue to build robust pro-
gramming that is both attractive to members and the 
wider LGBTQ+ community throughout the DMV area. 
 
May our entire Bet Mishpachah community be sealed 
in the Book of Life well lived and may we all continue 
to grow.   
 
G’mar Chatima Tova!  
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Pride 
 
As we recite these words from the Torah 
let us always remember that we are free! 
Let us wear our freedom with pride! 
Let us wear all our identities, in the wholeness, with pride— 
 as human beings and as Jews 
 as lesbians and as gay men 
 as bisexuals and as trans folks 
 as gender queer people and as straight people 
 as women and as men 
 as parents and as children 
 as family and as friends. 
 
As we rejoice in Shabbat, let us sing a proud new song, and work for the 
day when all people will walk the earth in freedom and with pride! 
 

Rabbbi Leila Gal Berner 
Sh’vat Va-Yinafash, page 65 

Sarah Leavitt to Speak on LGBTQ Exhibit 

Friday, November 18th at 8:00 pm 
 

 Get the advance scoop on the LGBTQ exhibi-
tion at the soon-to-open Capital Jewish Museum 
from its curator, Sarah Leavitt. Sarah will be giv-
ing a talk following the Erev Shabbat service on 
Friday, November 18th. She is working with a 
team to write and produce the inaugural exhibi-
tions for the new museum opening in the spring of 
next year at 3rd and F Streets, NW. Before coming 

to the museum, she worked in the history office at the National Institutes of 
Health and was most recently curator for more than 13 years at the National 
Building Museum. Her exhibition “The Wall/El Muro: What is a Border 
Wall?” about the infrastructure at the US-Mexico border is still open. 
 
 The Capital Jewish Museum plans to have a robust series of rotating spe-
cial exhibitions, and the first one will focus on Washington’s LGBTQ Jewish 
history. Working with co-curator Jonathan Edelman, Sarah looks forward to 
turning the spotlight on this community and seeing LGBTQ Washington 
through a Jewish lens. Building on materials from Bet Mishpachah's own 
archives, the museum hopes to collect widely, conduct oral history inter-
views and research available archives. 
 
 Sarah has published widely, on such subjects as the TV show Veronica 
Mars, the history of the home pregnancy test, online communities of moth-
ers, and Frank Lloyd Wright's fellowship program at Taliesin in Wisconsin. 
Sarah hails from Madison, Wisconsin, where she held her first jobs: selling 
pop at UW-Madison football games and as a summer camp counselor, build-
ing an excellent skill set for wrangling museum teams. She holds a BA in 
American Studies from Wesleyan University, and a MA in Museum Studies 
and a PhD  in American Civilization from Brown University. She has 
worked in museums since the late 1980s and is particularly interested in 
broadening the range of complex stories that museums can tell. 

Lunch in the Van Ness Community 
Sukka. From left to right: Keith    
Cohen, Barry Friedman, Louis    
Altarescu, Mindy Gasthalter  
and Al Munzer. Joel Wind is      
unseen behind the camera.  
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High Holy Days 2022 
As in recent years, we were faced with new challenges for the High Holy Days this 
year. This month we want to say: “Toda Raba, many, many thanks to all for our 
beautiful, meaningful, and inspiring High Holy Days services.” 

 To our own wonderful Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin for his inspiring service leading, 
his superb d’rashot, for his enlightening Yom Kippur study session, and for all 
the spirituality, warmth, and depth he has brought to us. 

 To Rabbi Ben Shalva, our melodious Chazzan for his beautiful chanting. 

 To our lay leaders who put so much time and effort into planning and presenting 
such beautiful services, and for their patience through this challenging process: 
Vinny Prell, Larry Neff, Alex Carter, Eryca Kasse, Allan Armus, Scott Reiter, 
Jeffrey Burka, Paula Morris, Ruth Potts, Rachel Hamberger, and Whitney Ba-
bash. 

 To our excellent darshanot/im who inspired us so much: Rabbi Jake Singer-
Beilin, Eva Freund, Marc Bernstein, Vinny Prell, and Sarajane Garten. 

 To our compelling appealers for their moving talks: Whitney Babash, Bob Hollis 
and Joshua Maxey. 

 To our outstanding Torah Leyners: Rabbi Ben Shalva and Scott Reiter. 

 To our Gabbaim who executed their critical role at the hybrid services with grace 
so we could have a smooth flow throughout each service:  Jeffrey Kahn, James 
Radack, Ruth Potts, David Schwarz, Mindy Gasthalter, Judy Barlas, Larry Neff,, 
Joe Pomper, Alex Carter, Rachel Hamberger, Keith Cohen, Isaac Belfer, Barbara 
Lewis, Marc Bernstein, Bruce Horowitz, and Noah Wofsy. To the booth        
Gabbaim, thank you for giving up your time in the sanctuary.  

 To the superb cellist who enhanced our services with his music: John Kaboff. 

 To Royce Flowers for the gorgeous flower arrangements. 

 To all our honorees, those who were there in person or who pre-recorded read-
ings, singing, and leyning of the Torah. 

 To our big winded Shofar blowers: Allan Armus, Eva Gaber and Paula Morris. 

 To our wonderful sign interpreters making our services accessible. 

 To Allan Armus for the beautiful Yizkor booklet and for another beautiful Yizkor 
service. 

 To our volunteers at the registration and machzor tables: Noah Wofsy, Allan Ar-
mus, Andrew Abrams, David Sobelsohn, Deb Hyman, Mindy Gasthalter, Doug 
Auerbach, Jeffrey Nakrin, Keith Cohen, Nathaniel Deutsch, Bruce Horowitz and 
Marc Bernstein. 

 To our Communications committee, Liat Novek and Joshua Maxey who worked 
on publicity, social media presence and streaming, reservations, registration and 
the handling of communicating the ever-changing information that we faced due 
to the uncertainties of COVID. 

 To our tireless High Holy Day Co-Chairs who faced a new challenges this year 
and kept moving forward to bring meaningful services to both in-person and vir-
tual congregants: Paula Morris and Rachel Hamberger, and Joseph Pomper for 
his superb coordination of volunteers before, during and after each service. 

 To our friends at the EDJCC for helping us in so many ways including welcom-
ing us, making sure we were set as we needed, technical help, and more. 

 To Goldberg’s Bagels for a delicious Break-the-Fast repast. 

 To Dee Dee’s Catering for wait service during the Break-the-Fast. 

 To Video Gurus for working tirelessly with us to maximize our streaming       
experience. 

 To our wonderful Shammas who was there for whatever we needed:               
Rick Bowman. 

 To our President of the Board, Mitchell Haymes, Director of Religious Affairs, 
Rachel Wolkowitz and Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin, for their help and guidance 
through this entire process. 

 To our TIRELESS Executive Director, Joshua Maxey, who left no stone un-
turned to make sure that everything related to logistics and operations went 
smoothly! 

Yizkor Book donations 
Andrew Abrams 
Mark David Agrast 
Louis Altarescu 
Douglas Auerbach 
David Bachman 
Joel T. Berelson 
Marc Bernstein & Jeff Burka  
Louis Blank 
Alex Carter 
Nathaniel Deutsch 
James Fortinsky 
Steven Frank 
Eva Freund & Elke Martin  
Barry I. Friedman 
Sarajane Garten 
Letitia Gomez 
Jennifer L. Helburn 
Michael A. Hoffman 
Robert Hollis & Don Jewler  
Bruce Horowitz 
Batya Hyman & Belinda Cross  
John Kaboff 
Jocelyn Kaplan 
Andi H. Kasarsky 
Eryca Kasse 
Maxine Klane 
Margy Kohn 
Barry Kropf 
Arthur Leabman 
Dena Lebowitz 
Barbara Lewis 
Georgia Korn & Diane Liff  
Howard Menaker & Patrick Gossett  
Al Munzer & Joel Wind  
Jeffrey Nakrin 
Larry Neff 
Joseph M. Pomper 
Rodney Ross 
Thomas A. Sachs 
Alicia Saffer 

Continued on page 6 
 

 To our INCREDIBLE Adminis-
trator, Liat Novek, for her dedi-
cated support, for putting to-
gether the beautiful High Holy 
Day supplement, for her role in 
communications and logistics, 
responding to many, many, 
many emails, for being host for 
almost every HHD service, for 
her patience as things changed 
from one day to the next, and 
doing it all with a smile.  

 To numerous others who helped 
in so many ways and to those 
we may have accidentally over-
looked, we are grateful for your 
help in presenting all of our 
HHD services. 



 

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly  Tishrei/Cheshvan 5783/November 2022              Page  4  

Bet Mishpachah—Veterans Shabbat 

Friday, November 11, 2022 

Join us as we honor Veterans of our Congregation 
 

Jerry Goldberg- Korean War 
 
I was 22, living in Dallas when I was drafted and 
sent to California to join the California National 
Guard in 1950 and served until 1952 during the   
Korean War.  
 
I was working as a geologist in Texas when the National Guard asked me if I was good in 
math. I said, “yes,” so they trained me to be a meteorologist - what are the similarities?  The 
two jobs end with the same five last letters.  
 
I went to Japan and was the meteorologist for the 40th division for the artillery. I measured 

the weather so when the big guns were fired, the trajectory was predictable. I still have a Jewish friend with whom I 
keep in touch from that unit who lives in California. 
 
Barbara Goldberg - 24 years 
Service Branch - USAF 
Dates, 1978-2002 (Joint service from 1995-2000; with several temporary duty assign-
ments in Europe and Asia) 
Permanent Assignments: 

 Texas (twice, 2 different cities) 
 Florida 
 Massachusetts 
 DC/Virginia (Joint Service)  
 Alaska 
 Nevada 
 Several temporary/short overseas assignments in Europe and Asia 

 
Henry Morris - also a lifetime member of Jewish War Veterans. 
I was 18 on December 19, 1944. I registered for the draft that day. World War II 
was in progress, and I received a one month deferment to finish the school year. 
 
I entered the service as soon as school ended and trained in the United States  
Army Post, when I was given a few days home and then back to Camp and 
shipped to Europe. I ended in an ordinance outfit as a Supply Sergeant for the 
fighting Company going into Furth, Germany. The area of supplies was clothing 
and some fighting equipment for the company. As I can remember ,my position 
was behind the fighting forces and NOT up front.  I saw NO action and I do 

NOT want to take anything away from the soldiers who did. Fighting stopped. The only credit I wanted was being 
able to have the clothing and other supplies that the fighting soldiers needed.  
 
My father, Max, served in World War I and was a supply Sergeant for his outfit. We both happen to have had the 
same position in both World Wars and both arrived home safely. I still have a collection of pho-
tos of my experiences some place in my stored boxes in the house. 
 
Elyse Wander - 30 years 
I was in the US Army JAG Corps as a reserve officer from 1978-2008. I served overseas in      
Germany following Operation Desert Shield, leading a team that investigated Saddam Hussein's 
alleged war crimes (war crimes investigation is a task specifically performed by the Army re-
serve).  Over the years, I worked in legal assistance, criminal defense and international law. The 
Army sent me to the Army War College, which I completed in 2000. I am terrified of firearms 
and laughably qualified as a sharpshooter on my machine gun and as a marksman with my pistol. 
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Harvey Stoler - 22 years 
Branch of Service:   United States Army Reserve 
Years of Service:      1971 - 1993 
Rank:                         Sergeant First Class 
 
I served as a Military Personnel Sergeant in the Personnel Section of a Brigade 
Headquarters. As a military retiree, I am proud of my service and value the friend-
ships and networking that I made with fellow service people. 
 
Al Munzer 
I was a Major in the US Air Force at Andrews Air Force Base from 1972-1974 
 
Warren Snaider 

 
I was a draftee and served in the US Army between 1970 and 1972.  My rank upon 
leaving was E-5, AKA Specialist E-5 (that name no longer exists for that grade).  For 
most of my term of service I was stationed at Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio, Texas, 
and worked as a company clerk in the Brooke Army Medical Center.  I lived off post 
when I was able to and my roommate was the chaplain's assistant.   
 
I come from a military family.  According to family lore, my paternal grandfather fled 
Ukraine (then Russia) to escape serving in the Tsar's army and ended up serving in the 
US Army, dying while on active duty at Fort Sill, Oklahoma.  My father was born 
there.  My father entered the US Army as a "buck private" when he turned 18 on the 
Presidio of San Francisco, transferred to the US Air Force when it was created, and   

retired nearly 31 years later as a full colonel.  My brother went to the US Naval Academy and served aboard 
nuclear submarines before leaving the service.  At my brother's wedding in 1971 at the Navy chapel on         
Nebraska Avenue here in the District, he, my father, and I were in uniforms from three different branches of the 
military.   
 
Morris Umansky - 21 years 
I entered the US Navy in March, 1968 at age 19, then went to boot camp in 
the Great Lakes.  Attended "A" school in Bainbridge, MD, and my first tour 
was in Washington DC.  My second tour was on the USS Chicago, which 
was in the Gulf and Mekong in Vietnam.  Then I went back to Washington, 
DC,  and my Fourth tour was as Commander in Middle East Force.  My 
Fifth tour was at the US Naval Station in Thurso, Scotland and then back to 
Washington, DC  where I was in the Naval Security Group.  My Seventh 
tour led me to the Pentagon as Director of Naval Intelligence and then back 
to Naval Security Group in Washington DC. I retired in March 1989 
 
Joel Wind 
I was an E5 in the US Army from 1967- 1969 and served in the Republic of 
South Vietnam 
 
Davi LaBarre 
US Army Veterinary Corps 
Captain for 6 years 
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Bet Mishpachah Committee Highlights 
By Joel Wind 
 

Every month we present two committees. The 
descriptions are brief and to the point and indicate 
how to contact the committee chair. This month we 
present the High Holy Day Logistics Committee and 
the Hospitality 
Committee. 
 
High Holy Day 
Logistics Committee 
This committee 
provides volunteers to help with staffing the welcome 
table, ushering, planning, and setting up onegs and 
break-the-fast, setting up the sanctuary, coordinating 
parking, and doing whatever is needed to make the 
High Holy Days a welcoming and meaningful 
experience. Contact 
HHD@betmish.org to 
volunteer or for additional 
information. 
 
Hospitality Committee 
Help our Executive Director 
plan and order food, desserts, 
and drinks for our weekly 
Oneg Shabbats following 
Friday night services, our 
Kiddush lunches after Saturday morning services on 
the 2nd and 4th Saturdays, as well as receptions for 
festival and special events. Email Joshua Maxey at 
executivedirector@betmish.org to volunteer or for 
additional information. 

That’s about it for the standing Bet Mishpachah 
committees. There are ad-hoc committees that are 
formed as needed, such as a Rabbinic Search 
Committee, a Welcome Back to the DCJCC 
Committee, and a Special Event Committee, to name 
a few. If you are interested in joining a committee, but 
not sure what to do, please contact Joshua Maxey at 
executivedirector@betmish.org. 

Fall Learning with Rabbi Jake 
 

Rabbi Jake will be 
teaching exciting new fall 
classes.  Come in person 
or join us online for one 
or all of them. 

Where Midrash and the 
Koran Meet - Saturday, 
November 12th, following the Shabbat morning service, 
at 12:30 pm.  What do Jewish stories about the Torah 
have in common with the holiest text in Islam? 
Surprisingly, quite a bit!  There are many examples from 
both bodies of work that match up in striking ways.  
Both were inspired by the stories and characters in the 
Torah, and the similarities may point to a shared 
tradition of storytelling and meaning making.  We’ll look 
at both works in order to see where they come together 
and where they part ways. 

Abortion and Reproductive Rights in Jewish 
Tradition - Wednesday, November 30th, at 7:30 pm.                   
With the recent Supreme Court case overturning Roe v. 
Wade, there is much discussion about religious values 
and how they inform decisions surrounding reproductive 
rights and abortion.  Judaism differs importantly from 
many streams of Christianity on these points, and it is 
even more important now to understand how.  We’ll 
examine Jewish texts and traditions on the topics of 
abortion and body autonomy. 

Sing a New Song - A Survey of New Melodies for 
Ancient Texts - Wednesday, December 14th, at        
7:30 pm.  We all have the melodies to certain prayers 
and texts that speak to us - perhaps something from 
childhood or something we’ve learned somewhere along 
our Jewish journeys.  Jewish musicians and composers 
are always finding new ways to bring meaning to ancient 
texts, and we’ll hear how some of them have interpreted 
them through song.  We’ll hear examples from Israeli 
artists, queer Jews, and camp song leaders, and do some 
singing along as well. 

The Zoom invitations will appear closer to their dates in 

the weekly “This Week and Beyond” electronic 

newsletter, on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/

betmish, and our website www.betmish.org.  Classes are 

always free for members of Bet Mishpachah.  There is a 

suggested donation of $10 for non-members which may 

be made on our website. 

Yizkor Book donations 
Continued from page 3 

Robert J. & Loretta Saks 
Roger Schechter & Craig Ziskin  
Gena Schoen 
David Schwarz 
Warren Snaider 
Alvin Stern 
Charles S. Stewart 
Elyse Wander & Judy Retchin  
Steven Weinberg 
Noah L. Wofsy 
Paul Wolfson 

mailto:HHD@betmish.org
mailto:executivedirector@betmish.org
mailto:executivedirector@betmish.org
http://www.facebook.com/betmish
http://www.facebook.com/betmish
http://www.betmish.org/
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     Thank You to Our October  
Service Leaders  

Friday, October 7: Vinny Prell 
Saturday, October 8:  Scott Reiter and  
 Rachel Wolkowitz 
Friday, October 14: Alex Carter  
Friday, October 21:  Allan Armus 
Saturday, October 22: Jeff Burka and  
 Marc Bernstein 
Friday, October 28: Rachel Wolkowitz and  
 Rabbi Ben Shalva 
 

Thank you to our November  
Service Leaders  

Friday, November 4: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, November 11:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Saturday, November 12: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, November 18: Allan Armus 
Friday, November 25: Larry Neff 
Saturday, November 26:  Alex Carter and Ruth Potts 
(virtual only, no in-person service) 
 

November Anniversaries 
 

Alex Carter and Ruth Potts 
Roger Schechter and Craig Ziskin   

November Birthdays  
Alex Carter 

Marlene Cohen 

Mindy Gasthalter 
Rachel Hamberger 

Donald Jewler 

Andi Kasarsky 
Natasha Kraft 

Al Munzer 
Larry Neff 

Martin Robinson 
Al Stern 

Joshua Maxey 

Bar/Bat Mitzva and Parasha 
Douglas Auerbach & Nick Mower 
Elyse Wander & Judy Retchin 
Rabbi Laurie Green 
 
Scroll 
Rachel Wolkowitz 
Al Munzer & Joel Wind 
 
Verse 
Allan Armus 
Mark Agrast 
Nathaniel Deutsch 
Andres Doernberg 
Glenn Garelik 
Jerry Goldberg 
Myrna Fawcett 
Larry Neff 
Rod Ross 
Alicia Saffer 
Craig Ziskin & Roger Schechter 
 

Book 
Isaac Belfer 
Barbara & LySandra  
       BradyGoldberg 
Barry Friedman 
Devra Floyd 
Mindy Gasthalter 
Mitchell Haymes 
Bob Hollis & Don Jewler 
Andi Kasarsky 
Diane R. Liff & Georgia Korn 
Joseph Pomper 
Tom Sachs 
Michael Singer 
Warren Snaider 
Matt Saal 
Gilbert Swift 
Morris Umansky 
 
 
 
 

Word 
Mary Arras 
Jeffrey Nakrin 
Mary Hubbard 
Bruce Horowitz 
Beth Cohen & Fran Sneider 
David Fox & Robert Margrave 
Kasey Bigsby & Evan Zukerman 
Scott Reiter & David Vostrizansky 
Rabbi Bob & Loretta Saks 
Charles Stewart 
James Radack 
Michael Lustig 
Eryca Kasse 
Whitney Babash 
Marc Bernstein 
Helene Bloom 
Deb Hyman & Paula Morris 
Noah Wofsy 
Davi LaBarre 
 
 

Toda Raba to our Torah repair donors! 



 

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly  Tishrei/Cheshvan 5783/November 2022              Page  8  

Amazon Smile 
     Bet Mishpachah is enrolled in Amazon Smile. 
You can shop and have .5% of what you buy come to 
your favorite synagogue.  Amazon Smile is the same 
Amazon you know – but now a part of your purchase 
price is donated to Bet Mishpachah. 
     To enroll, visit Amazon 
Smile.  Enter your user name and 
password as you would normally 
do.  At the next screen, “Start 
Picking Your Charity,” enter Bet 
Mishpachah, hit “select,” click 
“Yes, I understand that I must 
always start at smile.amazon.com 
to support Bet Mishpachah,” so 
START SHOPPING and support Bet Mishpachah 
with every purchase. 

Operating Fund 
Ruth Abrahams 
Wendy Bernstein 
Rachel Brill 
Ross Chapman 
Fran Hamberger 
Noe Granados 
Zachary Intrater 
Christina Joy 
Kendra Jae 
K.Kaufman 
Mark L 
Adrian Marcos 
JoHanna Potts 
Charles Stewart 
Andrea Weil 
Jeremy Zitomer 
Brad Reichard 
Joel Reifman 
Fran Sneider and Beth Cohen 
Ruth Potts, in honor of Al Munzer and Joel Wind 
Barry Friedman, in honor of Al Munzer and  
 Joel Wind 
Davi LaBarre, in memory of Edward Greenberg 
Davi LaBarre for ritual objects as needed 
Paula Morris and Deb Hyman, in honor of  
 Emily Pitts’ wedding 
Paula Morris and Deb Hyman, in memory of  
 Idalie Adams’ son, Jocelyn Kaplan’s partner 
Rachel Wolkowitz, in memory of her grandfather, 
 Abraham 
Rachel Wolkowitz, in honor of Rod Ross’ service 
Rachel Wolkowitz, in memory of  
 Joshua Maxey’s uncle 
 
Mark Goldfarb Memorial Accessibility Fund 
Devra Floyd 
 
Joel & Murray Woldman Kiddush and Oneg 
Fund 
Davi LaBarre, in memory of the Greenberg family 
 
 

September Donations 

We appreciate the generosity of our members and 
friends, and recognize them for their  

support.  

Thank you to those who supported our 
Break-the-Fast 
Douglas Auerbach 
Andrew Abrams 
Louis Altarescu 
Allan Armus 
Ed Askinazi 
Whitney Babash 
Judy Barlas 
Isaac Belfer 
Keith Cohen 
Leti Gomez and Ruth Eisenberg 
Ed Knight and Steven Frank 
Jennifer Gage 
Michael Garbus 
Glenn Garelik 
Rachel Hamberger 
Michael A. Hoffman 
Bruce Horowitz 
JonRobert Johnson 
Eryca Kasse 
Barry Kropf 
Dena Lebowitz 
Chris Miller 
Paula Morris and Deb Hyman 
Al Munzer and Joel Wind 
Jeffrey Nakrin 
Larry Neff 
Brian Parks 
Nancy Polikoff 
Scott Reiter and David Vostrizansky 
Martin Robinson 
Rod Ross 
Jordan Schwartz 
David Schwarz 
Michael Singer 
Stuart Sotsky 
Josh Speiser 
Noah Wofsy 
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to Tom Sachs who has experienced the recent loss 

of his sister-in-law, Patricia Moses Durkin 

 

Member Yartzeits  
 
 
 
 
Announced Friday, October 28 (Yartzeits observed October  28 – November 3; 3-9 Cheshvan)    
Vasco Jones, stepfather of Devra Floyd     October 29    
Gedalia Londner, Father of Hank Londner    October 29    
Mildred Backelman, Mother of Cookie Backelman  October 30    
Jaime Gómez, Brother of Letitia Gómez     October 30    
Reva Hoffman, Mother of Michael Hoffman    October 30  (5 Cheshvan) 
Janet Kelly, Mother-in-law of Marisa Uchin    October 30    
Beverly Abrams, Mother of Andrew Abrams   October 31    
Cliff Leabman, Father of Arthur Leabman    October 31  (6 Cheshvan) 
Fred Lomberg, Brother-in-law of Allan Armus   October 31  (6 Cheshvan) 
Candida Tarabochia, Aunt of Catherine Tarabochia  November 1    
Julia Tiggess, Grandmother of Natasha Kraft    November 1    
Jack Schoen, Father of Gena Schoen      November 3  (9 Cheshvan) 
Bernice Winterson, Mother of John Winterson   November 3    
Jerry Wolkowitz, Uncle of Rachel Wolkowitz   November 3  (9 Cheshvan) 
 
Announced Friday, November 4 (Yartzeits observed November 4 -10; 10-16 Cheshvan)    
Chana and Moshe Goldberg, Grandparents of Alvin Stern November 4    
Eliyahu Goldberg, Uncle of Alvin Stern     November 4    
Herman Dembo, Grandfather of Jocelyn Kaplan   November 6    
Laura Laster, Friend of Batya Hyman     November 6    
Ethel Polikoff, Mother of Nancy Polikoff    November 6    
Theodore Isaacs, Grandfather of Sarajane Garten  November 7  (13 Cheshvan) 
Mina Johnson, Mother of JonRobert Johnson   November 7    
Louise Radack, Mother of James Radack     November 7    
Fay Stoler, Mother of Harvey Stoler      November 7  (13 Cheshvan) 
Edith Corenfield, Aunt of Larry Neff      November 8    
Cynthia Kramer, Mother of Deborah Kramer    November 8    
Mauro Cocco, Uncle of Catherine Tarabochia   November 9    
Pearl Frank, Mother of Steven Frank      November 9    
Ryan Heilig, Son-in-law of Alex Ford     November 9    
Frederick Sachs, Father of Thomas Sachs    November 9    
Susan Lefkowitz, Friend of Stuart Sotsky    November 10  (16 Cheshvan) 
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, November 11 and 12 (Yartzeits observed November 11-17; 17-23 Cheshvan)    
Larry Gaber, Brother-in-law of Noah Wofsy    November 11    
George Preston, Uncle of Joel Wind      November 11  (17 Cheshvan) 
Jerome Uchin, Grandfather of Marisa Uchin    November 11    
Edward Ross, Father of Rodney Ross     November 12  (18 Cheshvan) 
Lillian Sikowitz, Grandmother of Judith Retchin   November 12    
Lenore Wolf Gnatt, Grandmother of Erica Gloger  November 12    
Sol Lev, Uncle of Larry Neff        November 13    
Alfred Friedmann, Father of Davina Friedmann   November 15  
Leslie Feinberg, Historical Figure        November 15      
Barry McNutt, Husband of Andi Kasarsky    November 16    
Gideon Robinson, Grandfather of Martin Robinson  November 17   
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Member Yartzeits  - continued 
 
 
Announced Friday, November 18 (Yartzeits observed November 18-24; 24-30 Cheshvan)     
Charlotte Agrast, Mother of Mark Agrast    November 18    
Sam Schneider, Uncle of Thomas Sachs     November 18    
Paula Levin, Friend of Ruth Potts       November 19  (25 Cheshvan) 
Abraham Armus, Grandfather of Allan Armus   November 20  (26 Cheshvan) 
Rose London, Grandmother of Scott Reiter    November 20    
Mary Parker, Aunt of Betty Milgram      November 20    
Max Corenfeld, Uncle of Larry Neff      November 21 
Louis Levine, Father of Mark Levine       November 21       
Robert Strauss, Father of Neal Strauss     November 22    
Angelina Gómez, Mother of Letitia Gómez    November 23    
Ilene Morris, Friend of Jocelyn Kaplan     November 23    
Sylvia Verdin Tarabochia, Mother of Catherine Tarabochia  November 23    
Ekaterina Tarabochia, Grandmother of Catherine Tarabochia   November 24    
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, November 25 and 26 (Yartzeits observed November 25- December 1;  
1-7 Kislev)    
Grace Bellucci, Mother of Rene Rodriguez    November 25    
Bernice Peskin, Aunt of Judy Barlas      November 25    
Dick Carter, Uncle of Alex Carter and Ruth Potts  November 26    
Chet Wood, Member of Bet Mishpachah     November 26    
Morris Weinstein, Grandfather of Michael Singer  November 27    
Joshua Boneh, Friend of Stuart Sotsky and Member of Bet Mishpachah  November 28  (4 Kislev) 
James Getty, Partner of John Winterson     November 28    
Fern Dobuler, Sister of Andi Kasarsky     November 29    
Mickey Lev, Uncle of Larry Neff       November 29    
Joseph Rothlein, Grandfather of Jeffrey Burka   November 29  (5 Kislev) 
David Birkland, Friend of Thomas Sachs     December 1    
Herman Hoffman, Paternal Grandfather of Michael Hoffman   December 1  (7 Kislev) 
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Shabbat Services  
Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services 
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in thr Kay 
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our 
website for details.  The Zoom meeting number will be 
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and 
Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services 
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion 
(in lieu of a sermon)  If you would like to be a sponsor 
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/85094BAFAC28A3FC1-
erev. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our 
weekly email. 
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
location and number of expected attendees 
to administrator@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of GLBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch 
and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 
 
Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to 
announce a death in your family, 
email bereavement@betmish.org. 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah.  The newsletter is 
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles, 
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of 
the month prior to publication to 
administrator@betmish.org. 
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, 
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well 
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email newsletter, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website 
at www.betmish.org with information about our 
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our 
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites 
of interest. 
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our 
editorial or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for new members, 
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the 
DC metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to membershipdirector@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — 
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim 
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is 
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive 
the information. Please email us 
at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 
Women’s Outreach Program 
On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 we pour 
our favorite beverage to go along with our own 
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and 
conversation. We continue to gather virtually every week 
and may try an in-person option soon. If you have any 
questions contact programmingdirector@betmish.org  
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.          
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and 
we welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-
binary people.  

https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ...................................  .............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  .............................  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Mitchell Haymes  .............................  .............................  president@betmish.org  
   Rabbinic Liaison Committee:  Al Munzer 
 
Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  ..........................  .............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Whitney Babash  .............................  .............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:   ..........................  .............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Rachel Wolkowitz  .  .............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

Choir (Tach’shitim):  ........................................  .............................  choirdirector@betmish.org 
High Holy Days: Paula Morris & Rachel Hamberger  ....................  hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter  ....................  .............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Rachel Wolkowitz  ...........................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 

Director of Membership:  Deb Hyman ................  .............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
   Strategic Planning Task Force: Deb Hyman 
 
Director of Operations ........................................ …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator .............................  .............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Coordinator  ...................................  .............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd  ..................  sign@betmish.org  

 
Director of Programming: Paula Morris  .............  .............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  .............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn .....................  .............................  education@betmish.org  

 
Director of Community Affairs: Brian Parks ........  .............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Jewish Community Relations Council representative: Stuart Sotsky 
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Bruce Horowitz  .........................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger……………………….. ..  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Barbara Lewis  ............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee: Allan Armus .................  .............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  .........  .............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: James Radack ........................ ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  
Keshet Rising .................................................  .............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 

 
STAFF 

Executive Director:  Joshua Maxey ....................  .............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. ............  administrator@betmish.org 
Congregational Bookkeeper:    Elke Martin 


