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Bet Mishpachah  
September Highlights and Beyond 

Friday, October 3rd—Challah baking and speaker for  
 Cancer Awareness Month 
Sunday, October 5th—Picnic in Rock Creek Park 
Saturday, October 11th—Potluck and Havdala  
 in the Sukka 
Tuesday, October 14th—Simchat Torah celebration 
Wednesday, October 15th—Rabbi’s Class 
Friday, October 17th—Mizmor Shabbat 
Monday, October 20th—Book Group discussion 
Wednesday, November 5th—Rabbi’s Class 
Thursday, November 13th—movie, “The Lavender Scare” 
Sunday, December 7th—Annual Meeting 
Sunday December 14th—Chanuka concert and treats 

 The High Holy Days are here!  This is the season 
when I reflect, take stock, and look to the future.  This 
year’s wonderful Slichot program and service helped 
me get ready mentally for the upcoming High Holy 
Days.  We talked about the concept of forgiveness – 
how to ask for forgiveness, how to grant forgiveness, 
how to forgive ourselves, and how to think about 
forgiveness in a communal context.  Every year, 
during the High Holy Days, I look forward to reading 
the carefully selected readings in our beautiful 
Machzor, and adding my voice to those in our 
congregational mishpachah as we sing the prayers 
with so much ruach.  Our High Holy Day observances 
really help me get ready emotionally and spiritually to 
face the challenges of the coming year with optimism, 
enthusiasm, and determination. 
 Our recently reconstituted social action committee 
has revived one of our High Holy Day traditions, 
which is to collect donations for N Street Village.  N 
Street Village supports women experiencing 
homelessness in Washington, DC, by offering safe 
shelter, health care, job readiness support, and much 
more.  We are collecting both cash donations and 
items to donate.  Details on how to donate are in the 
High Holy Day Supplement and on our website, 
www.betmish.org.  Thanks in advance for helping us 
support N Street Village's valuable work! 
 Our 50th anniversary year celebrations are in full 
swing with all sorts of extra-special programming to 
celebrate.  We recently heard from Rabbi Noa Sattath, 
the executive director of the Association for Civil 
Rights in Israel, about the important work the 
Association is doing in Israel during these challenging 
times.  We also heard from Israeli television 
personality Gil Hovav, who gave a hilarious and 
poignant talk about growing up as a descendant of 
Eliezer Ben Yehuda, who through force of personality, 
almost singlehandedly transformed Hebrew from a 
“dead” language reserved solely for prayer to the 
modern “living” language used in Israel today.   
 There’s more to come, and here are some of the 
highlights!  We are looking forward to our annual fall 
picnic in Rock Creek Park on Sunday, October 5th, 
and our annual potluck “Supper in the Sukka” on 

Saturday, October 11th.  The capstone of our anniversary 
celebrations will be our 50th anniversary gala (“gay-la!”) 
that will be held on Saturday, October 25th, at 
Washington Hebrew Congregation.  Emmy Award-
winner Judy Gold will be hosting the festivities where we 
will honor our Rabbi Emeritus, Bob Saks, and Evan 
Wolfson, who successfully argued the case for marriage 
equality at the U.S. Supreme Court.  Add to that, music, 
dancing, and delicious food, and it promises to be a real 
simcha to remember!  Looking even further ahead, on 
Sunday, December 14th, we will enjoy a Chanuka 
concert by the EDCJCC’s new choir, HaKol.  You may 
find information about all of these events and more on 
our website, www.betmish.org. 
 All of this is only possible with your support.  We 

are in the midst of a campaign to ensure the financial 

stability of our synagogue for the next 50 years, so please 

consider helping us reach our goal.  We are also eagerly 

looking for volunteers to help us plan and execute our 

many exciting programs.  When you are thinking about 

your new year resolutions, please consider how you can 

support your congregational family.  We will welcome 

your participation!  Best wishes for a happy and healthy 

new year.  L’shana tova! 

Joseph Pomper, President 

Mazal Tov! to Rabbi Jake and 
Rabbi Rachel, Avital and Kinneret 

on the birth of their son and  
brother, Shir Uriel 

http://www.betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org
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Follow us on Social Media  

Instagram: 
@betmishpachah 
 
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/betmish 
www.facebook.com/groups/Betmish  
(This is a private, monitored group 
where you can have 
conversations with 
other members). 
 
Youtube: 
@betmishpachah 

If You Heed These Commandments 

 

It shall be, 

if you heed these commandments which stand before you today, 

that you will reap many blessings. 

You may not have riches or fame, 

but you will be able to go to sleep at night with a clear conscience. 

You will know the satisfaction that comes from integrity, 

and from living up to the standards that you profess. 

You will be able to say to yourself, 

“I am an honest person,” 

“I care about others,” 

“I try to live my life to be true to the divine spark within me.” 

And you will have the greatest blessing of all— 

knowing that others feel blessed by your presence. 

 

by Rabbi Robert Saks 

Chadeish Yameinu page 87 

Have You Ever Considered Leading a Service? 
 

The High Holy Day services in which you are participating, as well as the 
Machzor (prayer book) that Bet Mishpachah uses, reflect a collaboration 
between the congregation’s rabbi and its lay leadership.   
 

Leading a large High Holy Day service appears challenging.  It is!  But 
each of the lay High Holy Day service leaders began as a leader at Shab-
bat services.  Leading or co-leading one of those services is a much less 
formidable task. 
 

Bet Mishpachah’s Religious Affairs Committee is actively seeking new 
lay service leaders.  You don’t need the skill set of an ordained rabbi to 
be a lay leader!  The ability to read Hebrew, sing or chant skillfully, and 
prepare and deliver sermons are all useful.  But you don’t need to possess 
all of these skills; several of our leaders don’t sing, others don’t prepare 
sermons.  They are paired with co-leaders who have these skills.  
 

The committee conducts training programs for 
both novice and experienced leaders.  It also 
arranges to pair novice leaders with experi-
enced ones. 
 

Interested in learning more?  Feel free to con-
tact Paula Morris, Religious Affairs Director, 
at religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org, or 
Rachel Hamburger or Marc Bernstein, Reli-
gious Affairs Committee co-chairs, at  
serviceleading@betmish.org. 

http://www.facebook.com/betmish
http://www.facebook.com/groups/Betmish
https://youtube.com/@betmishpachah?si=tA1DDcl1WzW0OhVV
mailto:serviceleading@betmish.org
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We are delighted to invite you to a truly fabulous evening,  
Bet Mishpachah’s 50th Anniversary Gay-la! 

Saturday, October 25, 2025, 6:30 pm 
Washington Hebrew Congregation 

3935 Macomb St NW, Washington, DC 
 

Join us as we celebrate five decades of community and pride, with dinner, dancing, reuniting with old    
    friends, making new friends, and rejoicing in our accomplishments, hosted by Emmy Award-winning    

   comedian and activist Judy Gold! This sparkling evening will include selections with alumnae from our 
choir, Tach'shitim, and will also honor remarkable trailblazers such as Rabbi Emeritus Bob Saks and LGBTQ Ac-

tivist and Founder of Freedom to Marry, Evan Wolfson. 
 

Emmy Award- winning Comedian Judy Gold, Host 
Rabbi Emeritus Bob Saks, Honoree 

LGBTQ Activist and Founder of Freedom to Marry, Evan Wolfson, Honoree 

Sponsorship Opportunities 
We invite you to celebrate with us at the level that best fits your pride and passion: 

 
Individual Ticket Options 

$180 – Bet Mishpachah Member Standard Ticket 
$190 – Non-Member (Under 35) Ticket 
$250 – Non-Member Standard Ticket 
 

Tzedek Sponsor – $5,000 
10 gala tickets 
Reserved parking for 4 cars 
Verbal recognition during the event 
Meet & Greet with Judy Gold 
Thank you recognition in the souvenir journal 

 
Ga’ava Sponsor – $2,500 

6 gala tickets 
Reserved parking for 2 cars 
Verbal recognition during the event 
Thank you recognition in the souvenir journal 

 
Shivyon Sponsor – $1,500 

4 gala tickets 
Verbal recognition during the event 
Thank you recognition in the souvenir journal 

 
 Mensch Donor – $500 

1 gala ticket 
Name listed in the souvenir journal 
Verbal recognition during the event 

 
 

This will be a night to remember, and your support helps us continue our mission of building a vibrant, in-
clusive Jewish community rooted in LGBTQ+ values. 

To purchase tickets or sponsorships please visit our website. 
With pride and anticipation, 

50th Anniversary Gay-la Committee 
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High Holy Day Appeal – October 2024 
By Roger Schechter 

At this point in the Kol Nidre Services, I sometimes find myself losing focus, which 
leads me to browse the section in the back of the Machzor labelled “Reflections” with its col-
lection of inspirational parables.  Maybe you do the same and, if so, you know the ones I 
mean.   

 Like the story of the blind rabbi who visits the poor widow on Erev Rosh ha-Shana 
and brings her a chicken and then leaves.  And then the chicken bakes her a challah, . . .  
while saying the Shema, . . .  and then that one challah lasts eight nights.  Right?  Maybe I’m 
misremembering the details.  Well, if I could distract you from that for just a few short 
minutes, I want to tell you about a problem that Bet Mishpachah has.  Not the usual problem 
that we are barely covering our expenses and that dues alone don’t cover costs of operations.   
This is more of a conceptual problem. 
 As most of you know Bet Mishpachah provides a year-round calendar of beautiful worship services, an abundance 
of social and educational activities, and a host of community services.  But it’s Yom Kippur, and I have a confession.  
While I am member of Bet Mishpachah and have been for years, I don’t take advantage of any of it!  I’m a three-day-a-
year Jew. While I did the whole Hebrew School and Bar Mitzva thing, that was a long time ago and I also confess that 
I’ve forgotten much of what I learned.   Truth is, If you asked me to name three months in the Hebrew calendar, I’d 
probably say Tishrei, Kislev and Kreplach. 
 And I suspect I am not the only one in that three-day-a-year category.  And here is why that is a big problem for 
Bet Mishpachah.  With all that it does, it’s easy to see Bet Mishpachah as a service provider, like your hairdresser or 
favorite restaurant.  And for service providers we are accustomed to paying for the services we receive.  On that view, it 
might seem, to some, like bad value to spend something close to $800 on dues just to come to Kol Nidre and do nothing 
more.   Seriously, that is four times the price of a ticket to a top Broadway show!  And while Rabbi Ben Shalva’s sing-
ing may just be as good as Michael Bublé, the sets here are little barebones and the plot, well it’s kind of repetitive.  
This is definitely not the Phantom of the Opera. 

So, if you only come to one service a year you might think that, for you, membership is simply not worth it. 
But there is another way to think about Bet Mishpachah.  I know this is a little crazy, but bear with me.  . . .  It’s a char-
ity! In other words, it’s an organization that does good in the world and that is worth supporting regardless of what you 
get in return.   
 I am confident that you all give to a wide range of organizations.  Some of you give to groups that fight particular 
diseases; others to groups that fight hunger; and still others to environmental groups.  When you give to these groups, 
you do it to support their work, and not for the tangible benefits you get in return.  If you give 500 bucks to the World 
Wildlife Federation maybe you get a tote bag.  You never say to yourself “A tote bag!  That’s not worth 500 bucks.  For 
500 I want a baby Panda!” 
 When I think about Bet Mishpachah as a charity, I find its work important and worthy of support at the membership 
level and let me tell you why. 
 First, it models for the world a way in which LGBT folks fit into the tapestry of Judaism.  It is one thing for us to 
be welcome at a suburban reform shul, as we increasingly are, but it is another to have an institution that marries those 
two identities, which writes prayers that reflect our lives, and that then goes out and shares that blend and those prayers 
with the rest of the Jewish world.  That we are welcome at that suburban mainstream shul is, in no small part, thanks to 
the very existence of Bet Mishpachah. 
 Second, it does traditional good works in the world.  Food drives, fund raising, marching for social justice, and so 
much more that I don’t have time to itemize.  And like other organizations you support, Bet Mishpachah helps people 
in distress.  Those who are facing personal or emotions crises can, and do, turn to our Rabbi and lay leadership for the 
help they need.  Which sounds to me like a pretty good group to support. 
 So, if you are giving only the amount that you think represents what you receive back, I urge you instead to give at 
the level that reflects the worthiness of the Congregation’s work.  More specifically, give at the membership level if 
you can because it shows an investment in the long-term health of the enterprise.  If you are already at that level, as I 
know many of you are, perhaps you can do a bit more to support all this good work.  Here’s a subtle suggestion: Nine 
Hundred is 50 times Chai, which, I understand, is very good luck. 

And if you would like to give at the membership level but find that difficult due to financial circumstances, that 
has never been an issue at Bet Mishpachah.  Just email our membership director, and they will help make an arrange-
ment that suits your situation.  You can find the email on the Bet Mishpachah website. 
 Let me close with one final thought.  We are gathered here on the cusp of what everyone thinks is one of the most 
consequential elections of our lifetimes.  There are candidates up and down the ballot who want to turn back the clock 
to the 1950’s, or 1930’s or perhaps the 1890’s when people like those of us gathered here and those we love were either 

Continued on page 5 
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Pink Challah Shabbat 

Friday, October 3rd at 7:00 pm 

 All are welcome to join us as 
we celebrate Cancer Awareness 
Month by making our own chal-
lah prior to the start of services 
at 8:00 pm.  We will put the in-
gredients together at the JCC 
and then take it home to bake.  
Participants will bring their own 

ingredients.  Please RSVP to programs@betmish.org. 
 After services, we will have a guest speaker from 
Sharsharet, the Jewish Breast and Ovarian Cancer Com-
munity.  The Oneg that evening will be sponsored by 
Mindy Gasthalter to commemorate the 3rd anniversary 
of her cancer journey.   

Autumn Picnic 

 Join with the Bet Mishpachah community for a no-
host picnic and “walk in the park” to enjoy friends and 
views in Rock Creek Park on Sunday, October 5th 
starting at 10:00 am.  We’ve reserved picnic tables at 
Picnic Grove 10 which is at the end of Beach Drive and 
is easily accessible by car or if you are hearty, by bicy-
cle. Enter “picnic grove 10 Rock Creek Park” into your 
GPS and you’ll get directions.  
 Bring your own lunch and if you like, something to 
share with others - a side dish or dessert, and a folding 
chair if you like.  We will provide water, ice and paper 
goods.  The park allows dogs on a leash but no alcoholic 
beverages.  After lunch, we’ll hike in the park and enjoy 
the cooler weather.  Please RSVP to:                            
programs@betmish.org and if you need a lift, let us 
know, we’ll help arrange one! 

Potluck in the EDCJCC Sukka and a  

Conversation with Jews United for Justice 

Saturday, October 11th at 6:00 pm 
 

At its core, Sukkot is a holiday that calls us to re-
flect on the places we live and the spaces we share. 
Today, our unhoused neighbors are being targeted 
simply for existing, even as the systems designed to 
support and house them face severe cuts at both the 
federal and local levels. Join us for a meaningful 
community conversation led by Jews United for 
Justice about Sukkot, homelessness in DC, and real, 
lasting solutions. 
 
We invite you to gather with us in the sukka located 
in the EDCJCC parking lot. Please bring your own 
main meal, a beverage of your choice, and a side 
dish or dessert to share. In accordance with the 
EDCJCC’s kashrut policy, we kindly ask that no 
meat be brought into the sukka. A havdala service 
led by Ruth Potts and Alex Carter will begin the 
evening.   
 
Sukkot is a weeklong Jewish holiday that comes 
five days after Yom Kippur. Sukkot celebrates the 
gathering of the harvest and commemorates the mi-
raculous protection G‑d provided for the children 
of Israel when they left Egypt. We celebrate Sukkot 
by dwelling in a foliage-covered booth. 
 
Please RSVP to programs@betmish.org if you 

plan to attend and let us know what you will be 
bringing for the potluck. 

 

 Continued from page 4 
invisible or persecuted.  Organizations like Bet Mishpachah make it clear that we are not going to disappear 
and that we are not going to shut up —are more crucial than ever.  Your priorities are, of course, yours to 
choose.  For me —despite my relative disengagement— I have put this place on my charitable support list 
because at this moment in time it seems more important than ever that it continues to thrive.  I hope you will 
choose to do the same. 
 I wish you all a Shana Tova, and all those other more complicated Hebrew New Year’s Greetings that 
I’ve never learned.   Thank you. 

mailto:programdirector@betmish.org
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4126/jewish/Sukkot-2025.htm
mailto:programs@betmish.org
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Rabbi Jakes’s Fall Classes  

Rabbi Jake will be teaching a wonder-
ful variety of class topics this fall. 
These classes are free-standing events. 
Join us for one or all. 

Highlights of Pirkei Avot – 
Wednesday October 15, at 7:30 pm, on Zoom. 
Pirkei Avot, or Ethics of the Ancestors, is a beloved 
tractate of the Mishnah that offers timeless wisdom on 
character, leadership, and ethical living. In this class, we 
will explore key teachings from Pirkei Avot, focusing on 
the most influential and thought-provoking passages. 
Through discussion and reflection, we will connect 
ancient rabbinic insights to modern life, gaining practical 
tools for personal growth and moral clarity. We’ll also 
hear how some of these pieces have been put to music 
over the years and used in Jewish worship.  
 
Spiritual Radicals in Their Time: - The Early Chasi-
dim and Their Legacy Today - Wednesday November 5, 
at 7:30 pm, on Zoom. 
This course explores the revolutionary spiritual movement 
of the early Chasidim in 18th-century Eastern Europe. 
Through the teachings of figures like the Baal Shem Tov 
and his disciples, students will examine how Chasidism 
challenged religious norms, redefined personal piety, and 
reshaped Jewish communal life. We will also trace the 
enduring influence of these "spiritual radicals" on contem-
porary Jewish thought and practice, engaging with both 
historical texts and modern interpretations.  
 
Jewish Rituals for Queer Life Journeys – Saturday  
November 22, following services, at 12:30 pm. In person 
and on Zoom. 
Let’s explore how Jewish ritual can honor and support the 
unique life journeys of LGBTQ+ individuals. We will ex-
amine traditional Jewish lifecycle practices—such as com-
ing of age, naming, marriage, and mourning and discover 
how they have been reimagined or adapted to reflect queer 
experiences and identities. Through text study and creative 
ritual design we will discover how Jewish tradition can be 
a source of affirmation, resilience, and celebration.  
 
Antisemitism Then and Now – Saturday December 13, 
following services, at 12:30 pm. In person and on Zoom. 
This class examines the roots, evolution, and modern ex-
pressions of antisemitism, from ancient times to the pre-
sent day. We will explore how antisemitic ideas have per-
sisted and adapted across cultures and centuries—from 
religious and political accusations in the past to contempo-
rary forms including conspiracy theories, hate crimes, and 
online rhetoric. We hope to gain tools to recognize, under-
stand, and thoughtfully respond to antisemitism in today’s 
world. 
 

The Zoom invitations will appear closer to their dates in 

our weekly newsletter, on our Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/betmish, and our website 

www.betmish.org. Classes are always free for members of 

Bet Mishpachah. Non-members are encouraged to donate 

$10 online. 

 

 
Thanks in advance for helping us support  

N Street Village! L’Shana tova! 
Isaac Belfer, Chair, Bet Mishpachah Social  

Action Committee 

N Street Village Donation Drive 
 
We are excited to continue our tradition of supporting 
N Street Village during the High Holy Days! N Street 
Village supports women experiencing homelessness in 
Washington, D.C., by offering a broad spectrum of 
services, housing, and advocacy in an atmosphere of 
dignity and respect. 
 
There are two ways you can help us support N Street 
Village this year. We are participating in N Street Vil-
lage’s annual fundraiser, the SHERO Community 
Walk, on October 25th and you can help us meet and 
exceed our fundraising goal by donating on our Bet 
Mishpachah team page: 
 https://shero-2025.causevox.com/t/Bet_Mishpachah. 
Your donation will go directly toward providing safe 
shelter, health care, job readiness support, and more—
meeting women with respect and compassion and 
helping them regain stability with dignity.  
 
We are also collecting the following items at the 
EDCJCC to donate to N Street Village: 

• Laundry Detergent (Pods Preferred) 

• Multipurpose Cleaner 

• Toilet Bowl Cleaner 

• Toilet Paper 

• Paper Towels 

• Dish Soap 

• Sponges 

• Incontinence Products (e.g., Depend, Poise Pads) 

• Tissues 

• Travel-Sized Toiletries (e.g., Shampoo,  
      Conditioner, Body Wash) 

https://shero-2025.causevox.com/t/Bet_Mishpachah
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August donations 
We appreciate the generosity of our members 
and friends, and thank them for their support.  

 
Operating Fund 
Jutta Brettschneider 
David Schwarz 
Jennifer Helburn 
Margy Kohn 
Devra Floyd 
Alicia Saffer 
Jeff Kahn, in memory of Cinnamon Snipes 
 
Joel Woldman Memorial Oneg & Kiddush Fund 
Leib Kaminsky 
 
Mark Goldfarb & Allan Armus Memorial Fund 
Devra Floyd 
Rod Ross 
Mindy Gasthalter 
 
50th Anniversary Sponsor 
Morris Umansky 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Barbara Goldberg 
 
Siddur/Machzor Fund 
Khosro Kalbasi Isfahani 

Getting in the mood for the High Holy Days with  
our S’lichot service 

 
Thank you to Judge Judy Retchin and Laurie Paul for 
a great discussion on forgiveness facilitated by Rabbi 

JoHanna Potts.  Thank you 
also to Larry Neff for lead-
ing us in prayer with Rabbi 
JoHanna.   
 
Shana Tova to everyone! 
 
 

Gil Hovav visits Bet Mishpachah 
It was fascinating to hear from Gil Hovav, great-
grandson of Eliezer Ben Yehuda and Israeli celebrity 
on how Ben-Yehuda had almost single-handedly 
modernized and set guidelines for the language we 
speak today, the only 
dead language ever to 
be revived in modern 
times. 

Book Group meets  
Monday, October 20th at 7:00 pm 
The Bet Mishpachah Book Group will 
meet virtually on Monday evening,  
October 20th, starting at 7:00 pm to  
discuss The Chief Rabbi's Funeral: The 
Untold Story of America's Largest Anti-
Semitic Riot, by Scott D. Seligman 
 
On July 30, 1902, tens of thousands of 
mourners lined the streets of New 
York’s Lower East Side to bid farewell 
to the city’s Chief Rabbi, the eminent 
Talmudist Jacob Joseph.  All went well until the proces-
sion crossed Sheriff Street, where the six-story R. Hoe 
and Company printing press factory towered over the in-
tersection.  Without warning, scraps of steel, iron bolts, 
and scalding water rained down and injured hundreds of 
mourners, courtesy of anti-Semitic factory workers. The 
police compounded the attack when they arrived on the 
scene -- under orders from the inspector in charge, who 
made no effort to distinguish aggressors from victims, 
officers began beating up Jews, injuring dozens. This at-
tack on Jews was not unlike those that many Russian Jews 
remembered bitterly from the old country; but this was 
America, not Russia,  

Continued on page 8 
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     Thank You to Our October  
Service Leaders  

Wednesday, October 1: Rachel Hamberger,  
 Scott Reiter and Robyn Helzner 
Thursday, October 2: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin,  
 Vinny Prell, Elke Martin, James Radack,  
 Scott Reiter, Mindy Gasthalter, Paula Morris and 
 Robyn Helzner 
Friday, October 3: Paula Morris 
Friday, October 10:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Saturday, October 11: Marc Bernstein and Jeff Burka 
Friday, October 17: Rachel Wolkowitz and  
 Cantor Caron Dale 
Friday, October 24:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Saturday, October 25:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, October 31:  TBD 

 

Mazal Tov to  

Sheri Layton, on passing the qualifying exams for her 

doctorate in Religion 

 Welcome new member 
Chad Appel 

Thank you to our September 
Service Leaders  

Friday, September 5:  Rachel Hamberger & Joseph  
 Pomper 
Friday, September 12:   Mindy Gasthalter and Vinny 
 Prell 
Saturday, September 13:  Jeff Burka & Marc Bernstein 
Friday, September 19:  Ruth Potts & Larry Neff 
Monday, September 22: Ruth Potts & Larry Neff 
Tuesday, September 23: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin & 
 Alex Carter 
Wednesday, September 23: Paula Morris & Jeff Burka 
Friday, September 26:  Mindy Gasthalter & Alex Carter 
Saturday, September 27: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 

 

October Anniversaries 
Kasey Bigsby and Evan Zuckerman 

Beverly Nissenbaum and Marlene Cohen 
Ed Knight and Steve Frank 

Diane Liff and Georgia Korn 
Debra Montanino and Joan Sherman 

October Birthdays 
Eytan Apelberg 

Mary Arras 
Beth Cohen 

Michael Lustig 
Scott Reiter 

Matthew Saal 
Ross Sawilowsky 
Roger Schechter 
Israel Sheinbein 
Warren Snaider 
Stuart Sotsky 

Seymour Stern 
Catherine Tarabochia 

Neela Taub 

Celebrate Your Joy 

Friday, October 17th, will be our next "Simchat 
Shabbat," a way in which our members can celebrate 
together.  Let us know if you have cause to celebrate in 
the way of a birthday, anniversary, or other spe-
cial occasion and we will share in your joy each 
month.  A special blessing will be recited for all those 
celebrating.  
 
If you would like to help sponsor towards the Oneg for 
that Friday, please let us know.  Contact Patrick at 
membershipdirector@betmish.org. 

Continued from page 7 
 
and the Jewish community wasn’t going to stand for 
such treatment.   
 
Fed up with being persecuted, New York’s Jews, whose 
numbers and political influence had been growing, set a 
pattern for the future by deftly pursuing justice for the 
victims. They forced trials and disciplinary hearings, 
accelerated retirements and transfers within the corrupt 
police department, and engineered the resignation of the 
police commissioner. This is the first book-length ac-
count of this event and its aftermath. 
 
All Bet Mish members are welcome to join the discus-
sion.  To receive the Zoom link, please 
email bookgroup@betmish.org. 
 

mailto:bookgroup@betmish.org
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to: 

David Fox and Robert Margrave, on the loss of their friend, Stuart Baum 

Member yartzeits 
Announced Friday & Saturday, September 26 & 27 (Yartzeits observed September 26 -October 2; 4-10 Tishrei) 
Elsie Goldfield, Grandmother of Martin Robinson     September 26  
Goody Gottfried, Great Aunt of Joel Berelson      September 26  
Louis Kasse, Grandfather of Eryca Kasse       September 26 (4 Tishrei) 
Henry Morris, Father of Ronni Karambelas & Paula Morris   September 26 (4 Tishrei) 
Helen Estrin, Grandmother of Donald Jewler       September 27  
Goldie Sotsky, Mother of Stuart Sotsky        September 27 (5 Tishrei) 
Jacob Apelberg, Father of Eytan Apelberg       September 28 (6 Tishrei) 
Selda Berns, Mother of Jeffrey Berns        September 28 (6 Tishrei) 
Robbie Floyd, Mother of Devra Floyd        September 28  
Robert Schwarz, Father of David Schwarz       September 28  
Luciano Vitale, Father of Loretta Saks        September 29 (7 Tishrei) 
Daniel Eneman, Uncle of Jeffrey Berns        September 30 (8 Tishrei) 
Celia Feldman, Grandmother of Steven Frank      September 30  
Ida Fox, Grandmother of David Fox         September 30 (8 Tishrei) 
Anton Weber, Stepfather of Denise Leish       September 30  
Linda Cohen, Cousin of Larry Neff         October 2  
Estelle Dembo, Aunt of Jocelyn Kaplan        October 2  
Esther and Reuven Eisenberg, Grandparents of Ruth Eisenberg  October 2 (10 Tishrei) 
Jerome Nakrin, Father of Jeffrey Nakrin        October 2 (10 Tishrei) 
Meier Szachter, Grandfather of Ruth Eisenberg      October 2 (10 Tishrei) 
 
Announced Friday, October 3 (Yartzeits observed October 3-9; 11-17 Tishrei) 
William Carter, Father-in-law and Father of Ruth Potts and Alex Carter  October 3 
Tiffany Williams, Niece of Sonja Williams, Devra Floyd's loving Partner of Devra Floyd    October 3 
Joseph Sotsky, Grandfather of Stuart Sotsky        October 4 (12 Tishrei) 
Himey Snaider, Father of Warren Snaider            October 5 (13 Tishrei) 
Edward Greenberg, Brother in law of Davi LaBarre        October 6 
Stanley Layton, Uncle of Sheri Layton           October 7 
Helen Spatz, Grandmother of Carl Spatz        October 8 (16 Tishrei) 
Arthur Hollis, Father of Robert Hollis         October 9 
  
Announced Friday and Saturday, October 10 & 11 (Yartzeits observed  October 10-16; 18-24 Tishrei) 
Max Kasarsky, Grandfather of Andi Kasarsky       October 9 
Rosalyn Carb, Mother of Alan Carb           October 10 (18 Tishrei) 
Saul Carb, Uncle of Alan Carb            October 10 (18 Tishrei) 
Bertha Halpern, Grandmother of Roger Schechter          October 10 
Rose Kahn, Grandmother of Jeffrey Kahn            October 10 
Bernice Rosenblatt, Aunt of Alan Carb         October 10 (18 Tishrei) 
Judah Chiprut, Grandfather of Beverly Nissenbaum        October 11 (19 Tishrei) 
Fannie Neff, Grandmother of Larry Neff        October 11 
David Wandersman, Father of Suzanne Wandersman     October 11 (19 Tishrei) 
Mark Dunn, Dearest friend of Neela Taub            October 12 
Patricia Durkin, Sister-in-law of Thomas Sachs        October 12 
Milton J. Kramer, Father of Annabel Kramer       October 12 
Marcus Burstein, Member of Bet Mishpachah       October 13 
Ada Solomon, Aunt of Steven Frank          October 13 
Steven Greenfield, Cousin of Eryca Kasse           October 14 
Esther Lax, Grandmother of Stuart Sotsky           October 14 (22 Tishrei) 
Fay Most, Aunt of Morris Umansky          October 14 
Debbie Potts, Mother and Mother-in-Law of Ruth Potts and Alex Carter  October 14 (22 Tishrei) 
William Sobelsohn, Father of David Sobelsohn        October 15 (23 Tishrei) 
Carole Bibula, Aunt of Mindy Gasthalter             October 16 



 

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly  Tishre /Cheshvan 5786/ October 2025              Page  10 

Member yartzeits, continued 
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, October 10 & 11 (Yartzeits observed  October 10-16; 18-24 Tishrei) 
Esther Cohen, Aunt of Denise Leish          October 16 
Alvin Lehman, Uncle of Michael Hoffman          October 16 (24 Tishrei) 
David Parrish, Cousin of Martin Robinson           October 16 
Benny Waxman, Friend of Larry Neff and Stuart Sotsky and past board member October 16 (24 Tishrei) 
  
Announced Friday, October 17 (Yartzeits observed  October 17-23: 25 Tishrei – 1 Cheshvan) 
Sarah Accornero, Aunt of Denise Leish         October 17 
Ruth Castle, Cousin of Larry Neff             October 18 
Lillian Masia, Grandmother of Martin Robinson       October 18 
Rose Youngman, Grandmother of Joel Wind        October 18 (26 Tishrei) 
Sol Weinshelbaum, Grandfather of Eryca Kasse       October 19 (27 Tishrei) 
David Auerbach, Father of Douglas Auerbach       October 20 
Anna Carb, Grandmother of Alan Carb          October 21 
Herschel Greenberg, Father-in-law of Davi LaBarre       October 21 
Jean Greenberg, Mother-in-law of Davi LaBarre      October 21 
Eva Leabman, Mother of Arthur Leabman           October 21 (29 Tishrei) 
Marian Smolin, Aunt of Michael Singer         October 21 
Rik Edwards, Husband of Gena Schoen         October 23 
Ruth Pomper, Paternal Grandmother of Joseph Pomper      October 23 (1 Cheshvan) 
  
Announced Friday & Saturday, October 24 & 25 (Yartzeits observed  October 24 -30; 2-8 Cheshvan) 
Alvin Baraff, Member of Bet Mishpachah                   October 24 
Samuel Mendelson, Grandfather of Barry Friedman       October 24 (2 Cheshvan) 
Marsha Levy, Member of Bet Mishpachah                  October 25 
Allan Nesvisky, Cousin of Larry Neff           October 25 
Efrem Potts, Father-in-law and Father of Ruth Potts and Alex Carter  October 25 (3 Cheshvan) 
Jeffrey Sarrin, Member of Bet Mishpachah          October 25 
Sylvia Casel, Cousin of Larry Neff            October 26 
Freda Casel, Great-aunt of Larry Neff         October 27 
Chaim Gloger, Grandfather of Erica Gloger         October 27 
Reva Hoffman, Mother of Michael Hoffman        October 27 (5 Cheshvan) 
Cliff Leabman, Father of Arthur Leabman           October 28 (6 Cheshvan) 
Vasco Jones, Stepfather of Devra Floyd         October 29 
Gedalia Londner, Father of Hank Londner           October 29 
Jaime Gómez, Brother of Letitia Gómez        October 30 
Janet Kelly, Mother-in-law of Marisa Uchin         October 30 
  
Announced Friday, October 31 (Yartzeits observed  October 21 -November 6; 9-15 Cheshvan) 
Beverly Abrams, Mother of Andrew Abrams       October 31 
Jack Schoen, Father of Gena Schoen          October 31 (9 Cheshvan) 
Jerry Wolkowitz, Uncle of Rachel Wolkowitz         October 31 (9 Cheshvan) 
Helen M.  Kramer, Mother of Annabel Kramer        November 1 
Allan Armus, Member of Bet Mishpachah                November 2 (11 Cheshvan) 
Fay Stoler, Mother of Harvey Stoler          November 4 (13 Cheshvan) 
Herman Dembo, Grandfather of Jocelyn Kaplan       November 6 
Ethel Polikoff, Mother of Nancy Polikoff             November 6 
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Shabbat Services  
Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services 
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay 
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our 
website for details.  The Zoom meeting number will be 
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and 
Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services 
include a short Torah reading, and a lively Torah 
discussion (in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be 
a sponsor for an Oneg or Kiddush, please contact 
operationsdirector@betmish.org. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our 
weekly email. 
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
location, occasion and number of expected attendees 
to executivedirector@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of LGBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch, 
 Andrea Jennetta and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 
 
Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to 
announce a death in your family, 
email bereavement@betmish.org. 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah.  The newsletter is 
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles, 
columns and content should be submitted to 
administrator@betmish.org. 
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, 
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well 
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email newsletter, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website 
at www.betmish.org with information about our 
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our 
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites 
of interest. 
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our 
editorial or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for new members, 
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the 
DC metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to administrator@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — 
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim 
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is 
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive 
the information. Please email us 
at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 
Women’s Outreach Pot Luck Program 
On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 pm 
we pour our favorite beverage to go along with our own 
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and 
conversation. We continue to gather every month both in-
person and virtually. If you have any 
questions contact religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.          
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and  
welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-binary 
people.  

mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org


 

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly  Tishre /Cheshvan 5786/ October 2025              Page  12 

DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ..................................  ..............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  ..............................  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Joseph Pomper  ..............................  ..............................  president@betmish.org  
 
Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  .........................  ..............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Barbara Goldberg  ...........................  ..............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:   .........................  ..............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris .........  ..............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

High Holy Days: Elyse Wander and Alex Carter  ...........................  hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter  ....................  ..............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Rachel Hamberger and Marc Bernstein…..serviceleading@betmish.org  
Choir:  Whitney Babash ..................................  ..............................  choir@betmish.org 

 
Director of Membership:  Patrick DiBattista .......  ..............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
 
Director of Operations: Deborah Hyman ............ …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator  ............................  ..............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Coordinator  ..................................  ..............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd ...................  sign@betmish.org  

 
Director of Programming: Mark Agrast ..............  ..............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  ..............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Programming Committee: Mindy Gasthalter and Barry Friedman ..  programs@betmish.org 

 
Director of Community Affairs: Alfredo Gomez ..  ..............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Jeffrey Kahn  ..............................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger……………………….. ..  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Noah Wofsy .   .............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee:  Rod Ross ...................  ..............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ....................  ..............................  education@betmish.org  
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  .........  ..............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: Issac Belfer ............................. ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  

 
STAFF 

Executive Director:  Joshua Maxey ...................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. .............  administrator@betmish.org 
Bookkeeper .......................................................  ..............................  bookkeeping@betmish.org 
Communications/Development: Nino McQuown  ..............................  communications@betmish.org 
 


