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Join us for Bet Mishpa-
chah’s Spring Shabba-
ton on Friday May 9th
and Saturday May 10th!
We are pleased to wel-
come Dr. Harriette
Wimms as our scholar-
in-residence.

Dr. Harriette is a com-
munity convener, Jew-
ish professional, spiritu-
al ritualist, lecturer, and
social justice advocate
for people marginalized by power and oppression.
She is a Maryland licensed clinical psychologist,
founder and executive director of the Jews of Color
Mishpacha Project, and the Community Relation-
ship and Jews of Color Engagement Steward at
Third Space at Shaarei Tfiloh. Dr. Harriette is a
Schusterman fellow, a Selah fellow, and a contract
trainer for Keshet. She is most proud of being a
mother to her 20-year-old daughter.

The Shabbaton will begin with a Congregational
dinner, on Friday, May 9th at 6:30 PM. The dinner
costs $30 for Bet Mishpachah members and $39 for
non-members. Payments can be made by clicking
on the Shabbaton link on the Bet Mishpachah web-
site, http://www.betmish.org or by sending your
check made payable to Bet Mishpachah to Mindy
Gasthalter, 3001 Veazey Terrace, NW #1415,
Washington DC 20008. Please indicate any special
dietary needs when you make your reserva-

tion. RSVPs for the dinner are due by Friday,
May 2nd. For any questions, you may email
programs@betmish.org.

The Harvey Milk Chesed
Award was established by Bet
Mishpachah in 1998. It honors
the life and legacy of civil rights
leader Harvey Milk (1930-1978),
a member of the San Francisco
Board of Supervisors and the first
openly gay elected official in the
United States, who was assassi-
nated in 1978. The award is given
annually to an individual who has made outstanding
contributions to the LGBTQ+ and Jewish communities
that exemplify the virtue of chesed, or
“lovingkindness.”

Bet Mishpachah will be awarding Dr. Anthony Fau-
ci with this special award on Wednesday, May 7th
starting at 7:00 pm at the EDCJCC. During this
event, Bet Mishpachah will proudly pre-
sent Dr. Fauci with the Harvey Milk Chesed Award in
recognition of his decades-long dedication to the fight
against HIV/AIDS and his relentless pursuit of a cure.
Dr. Fauci will engage in a conversation about his life
and work with Professor Jeffrey Levi, providing a rare
opportunity to hear from one of the most influential fig-
ures in public health.

Attendees are welcome to bring their own copies
of Dr. Fauci's book, On Call, which he will gladly sign
after the award presentation.

To be added to the waitlist, please contact
executivedirector@betmish.org.

May Highlights at Bet Mishpachah and Beyond
May 2nd—Gay for the Stage
May 7th—Dr. Anthony Fauci program—SOLD OUT
May 9th—10th—Annual Shabbaton
May 9th—Congregational Dinner
May 25th—Book Group discussion
June 3—World Pride Interfaith Service
June 6—Congregational Dinner
June 6—World Pride Shabbat Service hosted by
Adas Israel
June 7—World Pride Parade
June 7 & 8—World Pride Festival

Washington DC’s Egalitarian Synagogue Embracing a Diversity of Sexual and Gender Identities
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When I heard at the close of the day how my name had been receiv’d
with plaudits in the capitol,

still it was not a happy night for me that follow’d.

And else, when I carous’d, or when my plans were accomplish’d,
Still I was not happy;

But the day when I rose at dawn from the bed of perfect health,
refresh’d, singing, inhaling the ripe breath of autumn,

When I saw the full moon in the west grow pale

and disappear in the morning light,

When [ wander’d alone over the beach, and undressing, bathed,
laughing with the cool waters, and saw the sun rise,

And when I thought how my dear friend, my lover,

was on his way coming, O then I was happy;

O then each breath tasted sweeter—

And all that day my food nourish’d me more -

And the beautiful day pass’d well,

And the next came with equal joy -

And with the next, at evening, came my friend;

And that night, while all was still,

I heard the waters roll slowly continually up the shores,

I heard the hissing rustle of the liquid and sand, as directed me,
Whispering, to congratulate me,

For the one I love most lay sleeping by me under the same cover
in the cool night,

In the stillness, in the autumn moonbeams,

His face was inclined toward me

And his arm lay lightly around my breast-and that night I was happy.

Walt Whitman, Leaves of Grass, 1855
Shavat Va-Yinafash page 432

Each month, on the first Friday, we invite you to join us for our
continuing hybrid First Friday Women’s Outreach pre-service. Pour your
favorite beverage to drink and make your favorite dinner dish to eat
while you participate in our gathering and usher in Shabbat with great
company and conversation. We meet in person at the EDCJCC or
virtually via Zoom. Our gatherings are followed by our uplifting Erev
Shabbat services. We hope you will join us! All are welcome!

If you have any questions, please email Paula at morrispa24@gmail.com

*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and we
welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-binary people.
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Remarks from the Rainbow Seder
by Michael Singer, April 6, 2025

Good evening, my name is Michael Singer. [ am delighted to join with you tonight in
commemorating the freedom of the Jewish people from Egypt.

Like all great triumphs, it took the power of a community to set this progress into
motion. Moses may have led the Jews from Mitzrayim, but it took the strength and
perseverance of an entire people to make it a reality.

In the Seder, Egypt is called Mitzrayim, which is the Hebrew and Aramaic
word for the land now known as Egypt. According to Jewish mysticism, the
name means "narrow straits.” God took us out of Mitzrayim, from a place of
limits, of control, of narrowness.

Each year, we are to see ourselves as if we had personally come out of
Egypt, out of Mitzrayim, away from a "narrow place." In every generation
(and, indeed, every day), one is obligated to see themselves as if they had
personally left Egypt.

Egypt and the Exodus thus exist within the Jewish psyche not only as a
particular geographic location and historic event, but also as a state of mind and a
central focus of self-awareness.

I love how this Rainbow Seder reminds us that the story of Passover is not just
a historical tale, but a contemporary call to action. By embracing and celebrating
queer identities, we honor the spirit of liberation that Pesach embodies.

As we gather here tonight for the Rainbow Seder, we retell this story of
physical, spiritual, and moral liberation. And at the same time, it is important to
reflect on how our traditions evolve. So how is this Seder different from my other
Seders?

When I was growing up, near Aberdeen, Maryland, a small town 30 miles
north of Baltimore, our family Haggadahs were from Maxwell House Coffee. 1 don’t
know if you realize it, but the Maxwell House Haggadah is the most popular one in the
world. There are over 50 million copies in print.

That Haggadah has lots of formal ‘thees’ and ‘thous,” masculine God language, and
such archaic terms as wherefore and saith. God was always a King and a Father. There
were no queer Dayeinus.

Each year, we would turn the pages, stained with Manischewitz wine, and read the
words. The archaic language used at the time rendered such translations as this reply to
the Fourth Son: "But as for him who hath no capacity to inquire, thou must begin the
narration, as it is said...." OK, what does that mean?

There were a number of other things I didn’t quite get, but I would always sing
Eliyahu ha-Navi and open the door for the prophet Elijah. He never showed up.

One year, however, and this would have been 32 years ago, I think in retrospect a
prophet may have shown up for me in the form of a man named Ray. Ray, one of my
parents’ contemporaries, had a high-level military civilian job at Aberdeen Proving
Grounds. He and his wife were among
12 guests at my parents’ Seder table.

Bill Clinton was our new president.

homosexuality.

Ray started pontificating about Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. For those here
too young to remember, that was the legal order Clinton implemented
- during his first months in office that said gays could serve in the

| military so long as they never discussed or expressed their

Continued on page 5
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Our Last Spring Class with Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

The Intersection of Queerness and Judaism - How Judaism is
uniquely able to accommodate queer identity — Wednesday, May
21st, at 7:30 pm on Zoom.

We’ll hear from our tradition, from recent examples, and from those
who have merged their queer identities with their LGBTQ+ identities. If we let them, one can inform the
other and both can become stronger within us.

The Zoom invitations will appear closer to their dates in the weekly electronic newsletter, on our Facebook
page www.facebook.com/betmish, and our website www.betmish.org. Classes are always free for members
of Bet Mishpachah. There is a suggested donation of $10 for nonmembers which may be made on our web-

site.

Gay for the Stage

On Friday, May 2nd start-
ing at 6:30 pm, former Thea-
tre Kid Mitch Crispell writes
about the DC and NYC thea-
tre scenes on his blog,
“Mitch’s Theatre Newslet-
ter.” In this fun and interac-
tive talk, he’ll invite you in to
experience the magic of the
theatre.

Whether you’re theatre-
curious but intimidated by the options, already see
shows but wonder what’s going on behind the scenes,
or you’re a fellow Theatre Nerd who wants to be a
more discerning critic, you’ll learn a lot from Mitch’s
infectious enthusiasm and insights.

We’ll cover:

* Where can you see great theatre in the DC area?

* What’re my top picks for shows playing in DC and
New York this Spring?

* How to pick a show that you’ll love?

* How does a show get made? Who else besides the
actors works on it?

* What tools are available to theatre-makers and how
do they use them to tell stories?

* What’s the difference between Broadway, Off-
Broadway, Off-Oft-Broadway, national tours, and
regional theatre?

* What YOU love about theatre!

Life is a cabaret, old chum, so climb every moun-
tain, fly off the handle, and don’t throw away your
shot—attend the tale at Mitch’s talk!

Book Group Meets in May

The Bet Mishpachah Book
Group will meet, on Zoom, Sun-
day, May 25th, at 4:00 pm, to
discuss Yiddish: A Nation of
Words, by Miriam Weinstein.

In the 9th to 10th centuries,
Ashkenazi Jews in Europe began
speaking a language quite different
from the various tongues and dia-

4| lects that swirled around them. In addition to Ger-

man, that language also incorporated words from He-
brew and from Romance and Slavic lan-
guages. Though Yiddish has often been derided as
merely a dialect and not a fully developed language
unto itself, Weinstein describes the solidity of Yid-
dish and the parameters of its influence. She tells the
story of how Yiddish took vigorous root in Eastern
European shtetls and in the Jewish quarters of cities
across Europe; how it achieved a rich literary flower-
ing; how it was rejected by emancipated Jews; how it
fell victim to the Holocaust; and how, though now
lost as a widespread primary language, Yiddish is
nonetheless making a comeback in academia and var-
ious cultural settings. Weinstein relates how Yiddish
was the glue that held an impoverished and disen-
franchised people together -- how in a world of earth-
ly wandering, this pungent, witty, and infinitely nu-
anced language, full of jokes, puns, and ironies, be-
came the linguistic home of Ashkenazi Jews and the
bond that held a people together.

All are welcome to join. To receive the Zoom
link, please email bookgroup@betmish.org.



https://www.lgbtqinstitute.org/news/2016/1/18/what-is-mlk-jrs-legacy-to-the-lgbt-community
https://mitchstheatrenewsletter.substack.com/
https://mitchstheatrenewsletter.substack.com/
mailto:bookgroup@betmish.org
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Remarks from the Rainbow Seder, continued from page 3

Ray was in favor of Don’t Ask Don’t Tell. “I don’t think
it’s going to impact many people,” I remember him
saying. “Frankly I don’t really know anybody who it
might impact.” I froze. My father was seated at one end
of the table, my mother at the other. My sister was
bringing in macaroons and flourless cake. The other
guests were finishing up their Pesach dinners. 1 could
have looked Ray in the eye and said, oh yes you do know
somebody this could impact. I could have said “Hineini,
here [ am.”

But back then in my younger years, it didn’t seem
safe. It didn’t seem the right time or place to come out. I
didn’t know how to answer. In retrospect, everything
about that Seder seems other worldly right now.

Well, fast forward and here we are. Don’t Ask Don’t
Tell was the rule of the land from 1994 until its repeal in
2011. We long ago repealed Don't Ask Don't Tell. We
then triumphed with marriage equality. We elected
LGBTQ politicians.

Yes, while there may be much to celebrate in the
queer community’s liberation from a house of bondage,
our work is far from over. How can we continue to be in a
safe and welcoming place where all of us should feel free
to express who we are? There’s a new leader in the White
House with a “hardening” heart. In just the past three
months: diversity and inclusion programs shut down, our
transgender community harassed and marginalized,
immigrants deported.

Our Seder tonight is a week before the official start of
the Passover holiday. So let us leave this Seder with a
renewed commitment to creating inclusive communities,
advocating for justice, and supporting one another in the
ongoing struggle for freedom.

We must continue to fight for the rights of all
marginalized communities, recognizing that the struggle
for equality and acceptance is ongoing. Our Passover
celebration today reflects this commitment, as we invite
everyone to join us in sharing their stories and
experiences, no matter their background or identity. It is
through this collective sharing that we find strength and
solidarity, empowering us to face the challenges of the
present and the future with unwavering courage.

I hope this Rainbow Seder — and all the GLOE
programs of the Edlavitch DC JCC — continue to give all
of us the community and the courage to tell our stories
with strength and pride.

“In the desert, we may know great loss as we move
through unfamiliar terrain, yet we continue, seeking to
know holiness and ourselves.” * Happy Pesach.

[* by Alex Carter, in “Shavat va-Yinafash,” the siddur
written, compiled and published by Bet Mishpachah, 2nd
hardcover edition, 2017.]

Vrosidoifial Qomarbs

By Joseph Pomper

Spring is one of my favorite seasons in DC. In
addition to the world-famous cherry blossoms, it
seems like everything is in bloom all around us, and
there is a general feeling of renewal in the air. At
Bet Mishpachah, we, too, have been springing into
action with a number of special programs in honor of
our 50th Anniversary year. Our Purim celebration
with a reading of Megillat Esther, in addition to fun
costumes, a holiday-themed Jeopardy-inspired game,
and lots of hamentashen, was tremendous fun. A
few weeks ago, we had a lively session of Israeli
folk dancing before Shabbat services, which left eve-
rybody feeling slightly breathless but asking for
more. We celebrated Transgender Day of Visibility
with an enjoyable bagel brunch and a fascinating and
inspiring Zoom conversation with trans educator and
poet, Joy Ladin. This was one of a series of high-
level programs we are holding to honor the memory
of our friend and colleague, Allan Armus, z /.

The sold-out Rainbow Seder, which Bet
Mishpachah co-sponsored with GLOE and a number
of other organizations, and which Rabbi Jake co-led,
was meaningful, affirming, and a lot of fun. We
have a number of equally exciting programs coming
up on the horizon. On May 7th, we will be present-
ing the Harvey Milk Chesed Award to Dr. Anthony
Fauci in recognition of his groundbreaking work
during the AIDS epidemic.

On May 9th-10th, we'll be holding our annu-
al Shabbaton, the theme of which will be "Freedom
and Resistance." I am pleased to announce that our
scholar-in-residence will be Dr. Harriette Wimms, a
community convener and social justice advocate.

Looking ahead to June, we will be celebrat-
ing World Pride in true Bet Mishpachah style. We
will be hosting a one-day "kiki" in partnership with
Keshet Ga'avah, the World Congress of Gay, Lesbi-
an, Bisexual, and Transgender Jews, on June 6th,
with a congregational dinner and a special Pride
Shabbat in the evening. And we will be marching in
the World Pride parade on June 7th, with a booth at
the festival during World Pride weekend. Does all
this sound exciting?! We hope so, and encourage
you to attend as many of our events as you can fit
into your schedule.

Have suggestions, comments, or ide-
as? Please do not hesitate to reach out to me
at president@betmish.org. My virtual office door is
always open!



mailto:president@betmish.org
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Get ready for an unfor-
» .

l gettable experience at

/ /~  the World Congress of

* LGBTQ+ Jews

‘am / DC Kiki 2025, hosted

by Bet Mishpachah, the
orldprlde LGBTQ+ Synagogue of
2025 our Nation’s Capital! Join
us in Washmgton, DC, for an epic celebration of love,
pride, and community, from June 5th-8th.
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:
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42nd Annual Pride Interfaith Service
Tuesday, June 3rd, 7:00 pm, A/l Souls Church
Unitarian

Thursday, June 5th, The Lillian and Albert Small
Capital Jewish Museum
Kick off the festivities with our Happy Hour, hosted
by A Wider Bridge — mix, mingle, and meet your fel-
low LGBTQ+ Jews from around the world!

Pride Shabbat: Happy Hour, Shabbat Service, &
Dinner with community partners
Friday, June 6th Adas Israel Congregation
Join the DC Jewish LGBTQ+ community, the World
Congress of LGBTQ+, and community partners for an
evening of inspiration, celebration, and joy as we gather
for World Pride. *Tickets to the Happy Hour and Shab-
bat dinner are $24. Let us come together as a
community to reflect and celebrate!

Join us for the Pride Parade
Saturday, June 7th Dupont Area
Bet Mishpachah invites all individuals and Jewish
groups to join our contingent of DC’s LGBTQ Jews
and our friends, families, and allies. Expect singing,
dancing, and maybe even a little skipping... Bring your
own LGBTQ-Jewish-supportive signs, wear a GLOE
t-shirt, or just show up and enjoy the fun!

Capital Pride Festival
June 7th & 8th, 12:00 pm, Pennsylvania Avenue
Join the Jewish LGBTQ+ community on America’s
Mainstreet, historic Pennsylvania Avenue, for the re-
turn of the Capital Pride Festival. Visit our booth and
enjoy a full day of entertainment on three stages, food,
drink, and advocacy with over 300 exhibitors. The
Festival is the largest annual event in the national
capital region and continues to be free to the public.

Volunteer with us!
Volunteers are needed to help staff the Pride festival
booth on Saturday, June 7th and Sunday, June 8th.
Please email communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org

Anthony Alverno, in appreciation of Jeff Kahn

Al Munzer & Joel Wind, in honor of Joe Pomper’s birthday
Joseph Pomper, in memory of David Grossman

Glenn Garelik, in memory of Grace Garelik

Jocelyn Kplan, in memory of Jerry Goldberg

Israel Sheinbein, in memory of Gad Wilentzik

Martin Less, in memory of Jerald Goldberg

Al Munzer & Joel Wind, in memory of Jerry Goldberg
Glenn Garelik, in memory of Clarence Garelik
William Gates, in memory of Jack Hillensohn

Anna Kramer

Lewis Stone

Martin Less, in honor of the new Board
Thomas Sachs, in memory of Karen Sorkin
Israel Sheinbein, in memory of Jerry Goldberg
David Schwarz, in memory of Stephen Lee
Alex Carter

Devra Floyd
Rod Ross, in memory of Irene Carter

David Fox & Robert Margrave, in memory of Irene Carter

Davi LaBarre
Joseph Pomper
Warren Snaider

Jeffrey Kahn

Davi LaBarre
David Fox & Robert Margrave in memory of Jerry Goldberg

International March and Rally on Washington
Sunday, June 8th

Following the footsteps of Bayard Rustin, Marian Anderson,

and countless others who have demanded freedom, and fea-
ture renowned LGBTQ+ activists and leaders from around the

world. The march route will follow the grand avenues of
Washington, DC for optimum visibility, and culminate at the
U.S. Capitol.

To register for any of our Pride activities, go
to: www.betmish.org/event/pride



mailto:communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org?subject=Volunteer%20at%20Pride
http://www.betmish.org/event/pride
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Alan Carb
? Nathaniel Deutsch
g Remy Goldberg
Daniel Gordon
g Bruce Horowitz
g Jeffrey Kahn
Ed Knight
g Robert Margrave
g Reginald McBee
Ruth Potts
g Judith Retchin
g Avi Silber
David Sobelsohn
g Elliott Sprehn
g Rachel Wolkowitz

z???????z?z
SO

o
ﬁﬁ%
ﬁ‘\m*‘

S Tom Sachs and William Moses

& Fran Sneider and Beth Cohen

ég Jeftrey Kahn and Tony Alverno
(7 David Vostrizansky and Scott Reiter
=& .  Margy Kohn and Myrna Chasanow

& Jeffrey Berns and Richard Bennett

& Susan Silber and June Peters

ég Maxine Klane and Elaine Raksis

& Joel Berelson and Charles Maples

& Dana Scherer and Charlotte Scherer
& Jocelyn Kaplan and Idalie Adams
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Friday, May 2: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, May 9: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, May 10: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, May 16: TBD
Friday, May 23: TBD
Saturday, May 24: Jeff Burka and Marc Bernstein
Friday, May 30: TBD
XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX

Friday, April 4: Paula Morris

Friday, April 11: Alex Carter and Cantor Rosalie Will
Saturday, April 12: Vinny Prell

Friday, April 18: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

Friday, April 25: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

Saturday, April 26: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

XX XX XX XX XX 20X XX XX KX KX XX XX XX XX KX XX XX XX XX XX XX X XX XX

Celebrate Your Joy

Friday, May 16th will be our next "Simchat Shabbat," a
way in which our members can celebrate together. Let us
know if you have cause to celebrate in the way of a birth-
day, anniversary, or other special occasion and we will
share in your joy each month. A special blessing will be
recited for all those celebrating.

If you would like to help sponsor towards the enhanced
Oneg for that Friday, please let us know. Contact Patrick at
membershipdirector@betmish.org.

SIMCHAT
SHABBAT

We are in the final
planning stages of
our Pride activities
2025. One thing for
certain— when we
come together as a

community, great

things happen. WOr | d prlde

- 2025
In addition to the World Congress convening here
starting June 5th, they will march with us in the
Pride Parade and stand together at our book for the
festival.

4

\

\

One change from last year is that the festival will
take place over TWO days, Saturday, June 7th and
Sunday June 8th. Come stand proudly with us in
representing Bet Mishpachah and greet visitors
from around the DMV and beyond. Tell them why
Bet Mishpachah is your community of choice. In-
vite them to join us for a program or service. Make
a new friend!

If you are able to sign up for a time slot during the
festival to help us out at our booth, please contact

communityaffairs@betmish.org. Hope to see you

there.
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to:
Mindy Gasthalter, on the loss of her brother-in-law, Joseph Vitulli
Ruth Potts, on the loss of her cousin, William Potts
Mark Agrast, on the loss of his sister-in-law, Nancy Hollis Smith
Bet Mishpachah, on the loss of long time and beloved member, Murray Woldman

Announced Friday and Saturday, April 25 and 26 (Yartzeits observed April 25 — May 1;

27 Nisan — 3 Iyar)

Ann Friedman, Mother of Barry Friedman
Rae Allman, Grandmother of Beth Cohen
Alexander Frank, Grandfather of Steven Frank
Minnie Lev, Grandmother of Larry Neff
Helen Neff, Aunt of Larry Neff

Rose Mendelson, Grandmother of Barry Friedman
Betty Saks, Mother of Robert Saks

Fred Weinberg, Father of Steven Weinberg
Lia Horowitz, Mother of Bruce Horowitz

Ava Sebastian, Sister of Denise Leish
Jaqueline Kalapinsky, Aunt of Alan Carb
Alan Radack, Father of James Radack

April 25 (27 Nisan)
April 27

April 27

April 27

April 27

April 29 (1 Iyar)
April 29

April 29 (1 Iyar)
April 30 (2 Iyar)
April 30

May 1

May 1

Announced Friday, May 2 (Yartzeits observed May 2-8; 4-10 Iyar)

David Sotsky, Father of Stuart Sotsky
Thelma Brown, Aunt of LySandra Brady
Leona Cason, Great Aunt of Patricia Carlton
Ellen Cenzer, Aunt of Michael Singer

Selma Cobden, Grandmother of Jeffrey Berns
Sonia Purcell, Grandmother of Mary Hubbard
Issac Fox, Grandfather of David Fox

Harold Agrast, Father of Mark Agrast

George Kingsley, Uncle of Seymour Stern
Joel Woldman, member of Bet Mishpachah
Molly Dickson, Aunt of Stuart Sotsky

May 2 (4 lyar)
May 4

May 4

May 4

May 4 (6 lyar)
May 4

May 5 (7 lyar)
May 6

May 6

May 6

May 8 (10 Lyar)

Announced Friday and Saturday, May 9 & 10 (Yartzeits observed May 9 — 15; 11 - 17 Iyar)

Harold Saffer, Grandfather of Alicia Saffer
David Youngman, Uncle of Joel Wind

Pauline Karron, Grandmother of David Fox
Randy Wyatt, Dear Friend of Larry Neff
Suzanne Munson, Mother of Michelle Munson
Cynthia Sachs, Mother of Thomas Sachs
Oscar Sotsky, Uncle of Stuart Sotsky

Etta Kaplan, Grandmother of Ruth Potts

Adrienne Carter, Sister and Sister-in-law of Ruth Potts and Alex Carter

Hugh Hochberg, Grandfather of Marlene Cohen
Sarah Sheinbein, Mother of Israel Sheinbein

May 9

May 9 (11 lyar)
May 10 (12 Iyar)
May 10

May 11

May 11

May 11 (13 lyar)
May 12 (14 lyar)
May 13
May 13 (15 Iyar)
May 13

Richard Spector, Friend of Stuart Sotsky and Member of Bet Mishpachah May 13 (15 Iyar)

Isaac Casel, Great-Uncle of Larry Neff
Sam Blank, Grandfather of Louis Blank

May 14
May 15
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Announced Friday, May 16 (Yartzeits observed May 16-22; 18-24 Iyar)

Yvette Frank, Sister of Steven Frank
Martin Reiter, Father of Scott Reiter

Channah and Yehoshua Wind, Grandparents of Joel Wind

Herman Wind, Uncle of Joel Wind
Celeste Cohan, Mother of Joanna Scherer

May 16

May 16 (18 Iyar)

May 16 (18 Iyar)
May 16 (18 Iyar)

May 17

Hilda Lehman, Maternal Grandmother of Michael Hoffman May 17 (19 Iyar)

Helen Weinstein, Aunt of Stuart Sotsky

Jack Hillelsohn, Friend of Alex Carter

Mildred Shubs, Aunt of Carl Spatz

Natalie Bachman, Mother of David Bachman
Belle Hollis, Mother of Robert Hollis

Justin Kramer, Father of Deborah Kramer

Anne Londoner, Aunt of Carl Spatz

Stu Berelson, Father of Joel Berelson

Zoia Umansky, Sister-in-law of Morris Umansky

May 17 (19 lyar)
May 18
May 18 (20 Iyar)
May 19 (21 Iyar)
May 19
May 20
May 20 (22 Iyar)
May 21
May 21

Announced Friday and Saturday, May 23 & 24 (Yartzeits observed May 23-29; 25 Iyar — 2 Sivan)

Leonard Cohan, Father of Joanna Scherer

Leon Kasarsky, Father of Andi Kasarsky

Thelma Menaker, Mother of Howard Menaker
Frances Kraft, Grandmother of Natasha Kraft
Celia Lewin, Aunt of Larry Neff

Geoffrey MacLellan, Friend of Louis Blank
Miryam Szachter, Grandmother of Ruth Eisenberg

May 22
May 22
May 22 (24 lyar)
May 23 (25 Iyar)
May 23
May 24
May 24 (26 lyar)

Announced Friday, May 30 (Yartzeits observed May 30 — June 5; 3-9 Sivan)

Wendell Johnson, Father of JonRobert Johnson
Katherine Kane, Friend of Elke Martin
Leah Lev, Aunt of Larry Neff

Sigmund & Gisella Redlich, Maternal Grandparents of Bruce Horowitz

Jerry Moore, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia
Paul Neff, Uncle of Larry Neff

Winnie Siegel, Friend of Diane Liff & Georgia Korn
Max Youngman, Grandfather of Joel Wind
David Cobden, Step-Grandfather of Jeffrey Berns
Albert Jaco, Grandfather of Thomas Sachs
Gisele Munzer, Mother of Al Munzer

David Sikowitz, Grandfather of Judith Retchin
Henrietta [som, Grandmother of LySandra Brady
Namon Johnson, Sr., Father of LySandra Brady
Harvey Pitt, Father of Emily Pitt

Frank Gasthalter, Uncle of Mindy Gasthalter
Murray Jaco, Uncle of Thomas Sachs

Polly Less, Mother of Martin Less

Harry Karron, Grandfather of David Fox

Mary Cohen, Aunt of Larry Neff

Jay Gilbertson, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia
Joel McBee, Father of Reginald McBee

Selma Reid, Aunt of Devra Floyd

Jerald Weinstein, Cousin of Mindy Gasthalter
Henry James, Uncle of Barry Friedman

Marjorie Weber, Mother of Denise Leish

May 25

May 25

May 26

May 26 (28 Iyar)
May 27

May 27

May 27

May 27 (29 lyyar)
May 28 (1 Sivan)
May 28

May 29 (2 Sivan)
May 29

May 30

May 30

May 31

June 1

June 1

June 1 (5 Sivan)
June 3 (7 Sivan)
June 4

June 4

June 4

June 4

June 4

June 5 (9 Sivan)
June 5
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Shabbat Services

Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our
website for details. The Zoom meeting number will be
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and
Beyond.”

Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of
every month at 10:00 am. Saturday morning services
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.betmish.org/oneg.

Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is
available by sending an email request

to sign(@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks
notice.

Any changes to our regular Shabbat service

schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our
weekly email.

To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date,
location, occasion and number of expected attendees
to executivedirector@betmish.org

Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations

Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:

* World Congress of LGBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah

* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington

* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater
Washington

* Network of Independent Jewish Communities

and Havurot

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff

Coordinator — Liat Novek

Design/Layout — Liat Novek

Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch,
Andrea Jennetta and Elke Martin

Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter

Donations

To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C.
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page
on our web site, www.betmish.org

Death Notices, Bereavement Services

If you are in need of bereavement services or to
announce a death in your family,

email bereavement(@betmish.org.

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter

Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah. The newsletter is
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles,
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of
the month prior to publication to
administrator@betmish.org.

Weekly Email Broadcast

The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast,
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner
organizations. To receive our weekly email newsletter,
send an email to administrator@betmish.org

Congregational Website

Be sure to check out our website

at www.betmish.org with information about our
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites
of interest.

Communications Policy. For questions about our
editorial or advertising policies, send an email
to secretary(@betmish.org

Membership

To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org
Reduced membership is available for new members,
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the
DC metro area.

Address, Phone, and Email Updates
Send your name and old and new information
to membershipdirector@betmish.org

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You

Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim —
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive
the information. Please email us

at BikurCholim@betmish.org.

Women’s Outreach Program

On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 pm

we pour our favorite beverage to go along with our own
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and
conversation. We continue to gather every month both in-
person and virtually. If you have any

questions contact religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and
welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-binary
people.
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DIRECTORY
RABBIS

Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin ... rabbi@betmish.org
Rabbi Bob Saks, EMEritus ..............cviiiiiiiiiiis i rabbibobs@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES

President: Joseph POMPEr ........oouiiiiiiiiiiiiies e president@betmish.org
Treasurer: Douglas Auerbach .............cccccoiiiin i treasurer@betmish.org
Secretary: Barbara Goldberg .......ccoooooiiiiiiiiiiies i, secretary@betmish.org
Communication Committee: .........oooeiiiiiiiies v, communications@betmish.org
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris ......... ...ccccciiiiienieeeniienn, religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
High Holy Days: Paula MOITIS .............uuuiiiiiiis evviiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiinnenns hhd@betmish.org
Liturgy Committee: Scott Reiter ...........ccccccet i liturgy@betmish.org
Religious Affairs Committee: Rachel Hamberger and Marc Bernstein religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Choir: Whitney Babash............ccoooooiiies e, choir@betmish.org
Director of Membership: Patrick DiBattista ....... .......cccccoeeeeiiiiiininn, membershipdirector@betmish.org
Director of Operations: Deborah Hyman............ ... operationsdirector@betmish.org
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator ..................euveeiiies evvviiiiiiiiiiieieeeeennnnnn. oneg@betmish.org
Hospitality Coordinator ..................eveveiiiiiiiiies i, hospitality@betmish.org
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator: Devra Floyd ................... sigh@betmish.org
Director of Programming: Mark Agrast ..........ccc. o, programmingdirector@betmish.org
Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman ...........cc. cocuvvieeiniiiiiiiiiiiiinnnns bookgroup@betmish.org
Programming Committee: Mindy Gasthalter and Barry Friedman.. programs@betmish.org
Director of Community Affairs: Alfredo Gomez .. .........ccccccvvvvviinnnnn. communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Director of Congregational Affairs: Jeffrey Kahn ..........ccccco congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger........................o bereavement@betmish.org
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Noah Wofsy . ........cccccciiiiininnnn. bikurcholim@betmish.org
Cemetery Committee: ROd ROSS ......cooovviiiiies e, cemetery@betmish.org
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ............cccccot i, education@betmish.org
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund ......... ....cccccciiiiiiiiniinnnnnns novachavura@betmish.org
Social Justice: ... e SOCHAl-CtiON@Dbetmish.oOrg
KeShet RiSING ......cooii e e executivedirector@betmish.org
Bnai ARGVa ............ccoooiiii s executivedirector@betmish.org
STAFF
Executive Director: Joshua Maxey ..........cccccccer voviiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee, executivedirector@betmish.org

Congregational Administrator: Liat Novek.................................... administrator@betmish.org
BOOKKEEPET ... e bookkeeping@betmish.org



