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Shabbaton on May 10th and 11th

Join us for Bet Mishpachah’s annual Shabbaton on
Friday, May 10th and Saturday, May 11th! This year,
Rabbi Ariel Tovlev will be joining us to teach about
queer and trans theology. On Friday night following the
congregational dinner and Shabbat service, Rabbi
Tovlev will share his story along with an introduction to
his queer and trans theology. On Saturday following the
Shabbat morning service and Kiddush lunch, Rabbi
Tovlev will lead an interactive text study which will ex-
plore how our ancient rabbis conceptualized gender be-
yond the binary in Torah text. As a group, we will pro-
cess how the teachings of our ancient rabbis may shed
light on our own lived experiences and identities.

Rabbi Ariel Tovlev (pronouns: he/him or they/them) is a
poet, educator, public speaker, and spiritual leader. As
the second out trans student to ever be admitted to the
Reform seminary, Hebrew Union College - Jewish Insti-
tute of Religion, Rabbi Tovlev knows deep in his bones
what it means to be a trailblazer. They have taught on
gender beyond the binary in Judaism across the country.
He served as the Director of the second Trans Jews are
Here Convening, and his writing has been featured in
several publications, including Mishkan Ga’avah:
Where Pride Dwells, and Prophetic Voices: Renewing
and Reimagining Hafta-
rah. Rabbi Tovlev is cur-
rently finishing his book, a
trans theology enti-

tled Transforming Juda-
ism: An Affirming Theolo-
gy and Praxis.

Welcome Rabbi Tovlev—
we look forward to sharing
Shabbat with you!

Our next congregational Shabbat din- &8
ner will be on Friday, May 10" start-
ing at 6:30 pm at the EDCJCC, prior §
to services, which start at 8:00

pm. This is a great opportunity to
share a meal with friends, spend time -
with our scholar-in-residence for our Shabbaton week-
end, Rabbi Ariel Tovlev, and enjoy each other's compa-
ny before welcoming in Shabbat. The cost is $30/per
member and $39/per non-member. Please RSVP

to mgasthalter(@gmail.com to reserve a seat and to let
her know if you have any dietary restrictions. RSVPs
are due by Friday, May 3rd.

By Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

The time between the holy days of Passover and Sha-
vuot is called the Omer. Traditionally, we mark this
time by counting each day with a blessing until we
reach 49. According to the Torah, this was the period
of time between the Exodus from Egypt and the giving
of the Torah at Mount Sinai. It was also a time of
tending to crops, leading to the harvesting and gather-
ing the first fruits of the land to offer at the Temple on
Shavuot. Later on, in Rabbinic times, the Omer gained
a new and different meaning for the Jewish people.
Talmud Bavli Yemaot 62b tells us that the great Rabbi
Akiva had 24,000 students, all of whom died between
Passover and Shavuot. Therefore, the time of the
Omer became a time of mourning. Those who observe
this practice refrain from weddings, dancing, haircuts
for 33 days of the Omer - until the date known as Lag
B’Omer.

For me, the reasoning behind the Omer as a mourning
period has always seemed distant and hard to relate to.
This year, however, I do feel a sense of loss and sad-
ness. We are still reeling from the events of October
7th and the awful violence that has followed in the
months since. We are still hoping for the hostages to
come home, for this terrible war to end. We are in
mourning for so many. Closer to home, we are feeling
the continued rise of blatant antisemitism and perhaps
mourning the sense of security we used to feel as Jews

continued on page 7
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The Butterfly

The last, the very last,

So richly, brightly, dazzlingly yellow.
Perhaps if the sun’s tears would sing against a
white stone ...

Such, such a yellow
Is carried lightly ‘way up high.
It went away I’m sure because it wished to kiss the world good-bye.

For seven weeks I’ve lived in here,

Penned up inside this ghetto.

But I have found what I love here.

The dandelions call to me

And the white chestnut branches in the court.
Only I never saw another butterfly.

That butterfly was the last one.
Butterflies don’t live in here, in the ghetto.
Pavel Friedman, June 4, 1942
Born in Prague on January 7, 1921
Deported to the Terezin Concentration Camp on April 26, 1942
Died in Aushchwitz on September 29. 1944

Sh’vat Va-Yinafash, page 414

Meet our Board member: Joseph Pomper
Programming Director

Joe Pomper is originally from Stamford, CT, and is
the oldest of four siblings. He went to Brandeis Uni-
versity for a BA (1977), Tulane University School of
Law for a JD (1980), and Johns Hopkins School of
Advanced International Studies for an MA (1982),
which is what brought him to DC. After working
a couple of years at the Department of Commerce,
Joe joined the Foreign Service in 1984 where he had a
35-year career. Overseas, Joe served in Hong Kong,
Israel, UK, Jamaica, Belgium (once at the bilateral Embassy and once
at the U.S. Mission to the EU), India (once in Mumbai and once in New
Delhi), and Mexico (once in Mexico City and once in Monterrey). Joe
also had several tours at the State Department and was seconded for a
year as a Pearson Fellow to the Minority Staff of the Senate Subcom-
mittee on Immigration. Since retiring from the Foreign Service in
2019, Joe has thoroughly enjoyed being back in DC, taking full ad-
vantage of the rich cultural life here.

Joe joined Bet Mishpachah in 1980 and has been a member ever since
(albeit mostly remotely). Over the years, Joe served as the chair of the
Social Action committee, was Vice President for Religious Affairs, and
lastly, was President of the synagogue. He is thrilled to be back on the
Board as Director of Programming and is looking forward to putting
together a variety of fun and interesting programs for the congregation.
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The High Holy Days Are
Coming!

Erev Rosh Hashana begins on
October 2nd and we are planning
now! Want to be part of the 2024
High Holy Days?

We are looking for members to
join the High Holy Day Committee.

Are you willing to volunteer
some time to your mishpachah?

Do you need a good cause to vol-
unteer some time, energy, and ideas?

Please email Paula Morris
at religiousaffairdirector@betmish.org
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By Mary Hubbard

One of the many reasons I came to Judaism is because of my love of ritual and
Judaism’s depth of history and meaning. As soon as I knew that Christianity was-
n’t for me at the age of 10, I chose not to participate in any further religious
lifecycle events for myself. I’d still attend others’ events and appreciated their
importance to them, their family and friends. I watched as others celebrated mo-
ments in their lives and as I got older, I started to feel like I’d missed out on
something. I began to realize that hadn’t really marked important events in my
own life in a deeply meaningful or spiritual way surrounded by community,
friends and family.

Going through the process of conversion I grew to love how Judaism approaches lifecycle events, their root-
edness in history and the knowledge that generations have done these exact things before us. I embraced the
conversion rituals of study, engagement and debate with rabbis, and the mikva. I began to rebuild my rela-
tionship with G-d. That said, I’d also talked with a number of converts who even years after they converted,
didn’t quite feel like they were Jewish. I didn’t want that so continuing to wrestle, strengthening my relation-
ship with G-d while more firmly rooting my Judaism within myself became my critical next step after con-
verting.

The Simchat Mitzva milestone is a moment of transition as one acknowledges, embraces and steps into being
a full member of the Jewish community. It is at this point that we become responsible for understanding Jew-
ish ritual law, tradition, and ethics, and are called upon to actively participate in all areas of Jewish commu-
nity life. According to Jewish tradition, this is when an individual “counts” towards a minyan.

The historical process of becoming a Simchat Mitzva incorporates studying, debating and learning about a
wide range of topics including the service structure, prayers and blessings, as well as how to chant Torah and
Haftara. Going through this process as an adult also included six other congregational members to learn with
and from. Over the year and a half, we developed meaningful relationships and a shared sense of community.
Over that time period, I expanded my own thinking, knowledge of Hebrew and learned how to chant. The
process pushed me in ways [ wasn’t expecting, but [ knew generations before me had risen to this challenge
so I could as well.

The morning of the Simchat Mitzva itself | was both excited and nervous. Standing on the bima looking out
and seeing so many who have become my mishpachah smiling, praying and celebrating with me was like no
other experience I’ve had before. While my conversion was a personal, individual experience, my Bat Mitzva
was a communal celebration. Leading the service, sharing my D 'var Torah and chanting from the Torah and
Haftarah connected me with my community in that moment and all those that had done those exact things
before me. The celebrations afterwards were the cherry on top of an already joyous day.

Completing my Bat Mitzva was a personal accomplishment for me, but it turned out it was also more than
that. The transitional process also enlarged my heart, expanded my understanding and knowledge as well as
deepened my relationship with G-d. I am grateful for my classmates, Rabbi Ackerman, Rabbi Potts, Cantor
Tovlev and Andy Marks for all the challenging and meaningful teaching, discussions, questions, and support.
I am also grateful to Temple Shalom, Bet Mishpachah, Temple Emanuel, the broader Jewish community as
well as my family and friends for embracing me as I marked this meaningful and memorable milestone in
my Jewish life.
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One more Spring Class with Rabbi Jake
Who Ever Heard of Jewish Pirates?

Rabbi Jake’s class on May 22, 2024, has been canceled. In its place, Rabbi Jake will be
teaching a class on Jewish Pirates on Wednesday, June 26th, at 7:30 pm. The class
will only be streamed on Zoom.

In old cemeteries in Jamaica lie gravestones with Hebrew inscriptions as well as a skull
and crossbones. They point to a little-known history of Jewish pirates of the Caribbe-
an. With boats named after biblical characters, a number of Sephardi Jews took to the
seas for revenge against their Spanish tormentors and for treasure. Together, let’s dis-
cover their swashbuckling stories and motives.

The Zoom invitations will appear closer to their date in our weekly electronic newsletter. Classes are always free for
members of Bet Mishpachah. There is a suggested donation of $10 for nonmembers which may be made on our web-
site.

Service Leader Training

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to co-lead or lead a service at Bet Mishpa-
chah? Maybe you would like to write a drash or lead a Torah discussion on Shabbat morn-
ing? Are you currently a leader or have been in the past and want to enhance your skills and
share your knowledge? Here is your opportunity.

All classes are for leaders of all levels. Even if you are not ready now, these classes will
help your skills or find someone with whom you can co-lead. The Rabbi will be holding a
four part class series on service leading. All classes will start at 7:30 pm. The classes will be
held via Zoom and may also have an in-person component. If you have any questions and/or
would like to sign up, please email Paula Morris at Religiousaffairsdirector(@betmish.org

Tuesday, May 21* - How to write Kavanot, introductions to prayers
Thursday, June 20™ - Learn current and new melodies for our prayers

Details for each class and Zoom links will be published in our weekly newsletter, “This Week and Beyond.” All are
welcome.

"¢ Bet Mishpachah celebrated Transgender Day of Visibility in style
this year! After a delicious bagel brunch, Rabbi Jake kicked off the
program with some opening remarks, a meaningful reading, and a
"Shehecheyanu" prayer welcoming us to this day. Charlotte Scherer,
one of our members, spoke about her journey as a trans woman and
the importance of the Bet Mishpachah community in her life. Our ; A (P
Executive Director, Joshua Maxey, then introduced our special guest | e
speaker, ADM Rachel Levine, the Assistant Secretary for Health at the Department of Health and Hu-
man Services (HHS), and the highest-ranking transgender woman in the U.S. government. ADM Lev-
ine spoke about her work in health policy at HHS as well as the importance of "being counted." After
ADM Levine's remarks, Rabbi Jake moderated a lively question and answer session during which the
Admiral responded to insightful questions about how to support children who come out as
transgender, the anti-vaccine movement, advances in treating COVID and HIV, and the road ahead in
those areas. The well-attended event put the "visibility"
into our celebration of Transgender Day of Visibility
and reminded us of the importance of these issues in our daily lives.

We have a number of exciting programs scheduled in the coming months
so please keep an eye out for them in our weekly news blast, "This Week
and Beyond," as well as our monthly newsletter, "Mishpachah Members’
Monthly." If you have any suggestions for future programs, please send
them to programmingdirector@betmish.org.
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Panel Discussion

on Aging in the
LGBTQ community
Sunday, May Sth, 10:00
am - 12:00 pm at the
EDCJCC

Bet Mishpachah will be
convening a panel for a discussion about the many
programs and activities in the DMV available to

an aging population. The panelists will include rep-
resentatives from SAGE, JSSA, the Dupont Circle
and Capitol Hill Villages, DC Office on Aging and
Community Living, DC Center, Silver Circles, and
Seabury Resources. There will be an opportunity for
the attendees to learn about the organizations and to
pose questions to the panelists.

There is a suggested donation of $5.00. In light of
space considerations, we are asking everyone inter-
ested in attending the panel to register in advance on
Eventbrite at https://www.eventbrite.com/
e/876680794857?aff=oddtdtcreator.

Book Group Meets in May

The Bet Mishpachah Book Group

# will meet on Sunday, May 19th,
starting at 4:00 pm, to discuss The
Man in the White Sharkskin Suit: A
Jewish Family’s Exodus from Old
Cairo to the New World, by Lucette
Lagnado.

i

Lagnado's memoir begins when her
father, Leon, is a boulevardier and successful Egyptian
businessman (who conducts business in his signature
white sharkskin suit), and Lagnado re-creates the maj-
esty and cosmopolitan glamour of Cairo in the years
before Gamal Abdel Nasser's rise to power. Then, fol-
lowing Nasser's nationalization of Egyptian indus-

try, Leon loses everything. The family is forced to flee,
abandoning a life once marked by beauty and luxu-

ry. The poverty and hardships they encounter as they
take flight for any country that would have them are
strikingly juxtaposed against the beauty and comforts
of the lives they left behind. Lagnado's memoir offers
a sweeping story of family, faith, tradition, tragedy, and
triumph set against the backdrop of Cairo, Paris, and
New York.

All Bet Mishpachah members are welcome to join
the discussion. To receive the Zoom link, please
email bookgroup@betmish.org.

Join us on Sunday, May 12th at 4:00 pm, to

see The Catskills at the EDCJCC JxJ Film Festi-

val. A humorous and nostalgic tribute to what be-
came affectionately known as the Borscht Belt, this
delightful film tracks the dramatic influx, peak and
decline of "the Jewish Alps." Stand-up comedians
share their best shtick while former waiters, enter-
tainers and dance instructors recount tales of the fam-
ily-run resorts and bungalows that inspired films like
"Dirty Dancing."

Please email mgasthalter@gmail.com if you plan to
attend and would like to join the group for dinner at a
nearby restaurant afterwards.

Tickets may be purchased at:
https://www.edcjcc.org/jxj/book-online/231202/

Volunteering in Israel 2024
By Denise Leish

I volunteered in Israel during the last two weeks of
February and wanted to share my experience.

Like many of you, the tragic events of October 7th left me
feeling angry, pained, and frightened. The surge in global
anti-Semitism only served to reinforce my belief that a
strong Israel was essential for peace and success in Ameri-
ca, or anywhere else. I felt that [ could not leave the weight
of Jewish survival solely on the shoulders of the Israelis.
We are all Jews, we are one people, and it was my respon-
sibility to do my part in supporting my brothers and sisters.

During this period, my emotions echoed those I felt during
the Yom Kippur War in 1973. That year, I impulsively
traveled to Israel during my college break, making plans
only at the last minute and informing my parents just a day
before leaving. That journey became the most defining
period of my life as I lived and worked on a kibbutz. Even
after leaving Israel, a part of my soul stayed behind.

Continued on page 6
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Continued from page 5

- ~_;,—‘5 With equal fervor but more preparation, I discussed with my wife and
~ children my desire to volunteer in Israel. Gaining their backing, I joined
a 10-day agricultural program with Israel Food Rescue (IFR). Israel's
economy is in dire need of volunteers across all sectors due to many
citizens being called up for reserve duty. I opted for agriculture, where
the need was most acute, and despite my senior years, [ am fit and ac-
tive and was eager to reconnect with the land. Initially, three friends
were to accompany me, but their plans did not materialize. Not being
deterred, I proceeded alone.

Upon reaching the El Al terminal in Newark, New Jersey, I never felt alone. I encountered remarkable individuals
united by a shared Zionist commitment. We were needed by Israel as much as we needed to be there. Despite not
knowing what awaited me, the experience surpassed all my expectations. Any trepidation about traveling solo to a
nation in conflict dissipated as I boarded the crowded flight, surrounded by volunteers.

The atmosphere at Ben Gurion airport was electric. An IFR driver located me right after I cleared security and
promptly called to arrange our meeting. He greeted me with a broad, friendly smile and we chatted non-stop to the
Stay Inn hotel in Jerusalem, which was the hotel for IFR volunteers. The hotel was vibrant, quirky, and modern. A
quick stroll down Ben Yehuda Street (just a few steps from the hotel) was active, something I had not expected.
Coffee shops were bustling, falafel shops were busy, and the streets were crowded.

We worked Sunday through Thursday on a Moshav in Gedera, Israel, about a 35 minute drive from our hotel. We
all gathered in the lobby at 7 for breakfast (an amazing breakfast) and boarded the minibus at 7:30. We worked on
the farm until 3:00 pm with a lunch break around noon. My group worked on this one moshav the entire time pick-
ing clementines and oranges. The work was not difficult and the weather being cool yet dry, made physical work
less taxing. The volunteers bonded immediately and the days passed quickly. On Friday mornings we worked at a
kitchen feeding displaced and persons at risk. The most touching moments for me were seeing Israelis volunteering
on their days off from the army. Not only are they fighting a war for their survival, they are using their days off to
volunteer. A mother with her 90-year-old mom, two daughters, and four grandchildren, were all volunteering as
well. It was election day so no school or work. Israelis are not only strong and resilient, they are selfless. Only in
Israel...I can't tell you how many times I said those words. What took me by surprise was the gratitude the Israelis
had for us volunteers. From the workers at the El Al terminal to the workers at Ben Gurion airport, to taxi drivers to
merchants, we are treated like rock stars. I was taken aback by all this gratitude. It is they, the Israelis that need to
be thanked. Their sacrifices affect us all.

One of my most cherished moments was when I organized a dinner for 25 Israeli soldiers at a restaurant in Jerusa-
lem. Initially, I had no idea how to go about doing this, but eventually, everything came together thanks to an un-
known contact on Facebook. We exchanged a few messages, and then all the arrangements were made. All I had to
do was show up at the restaurant with a credit card in hand. When my friends asked me if I thought this was legiti-
mate and if it was really going to happen, I replied confidently, "Of course it will! We are in Israel!" When the 25
soldiers walked into the restaurant, I stood up and applauded, and everyone in the restaurant followed suit. As they
walked in, all they could say was "Thank you!" Of course, I had words of gratitude for them.

On my last day in Israel, I volunteered to tie #zitzit with a few hours left before flying back. Soldiers, even those
who are not religious, request #zitzit before going into battle. That's why thousands of #zitzit need to be tied and as-
sembled onto uniforms. I found myself in a room with men and women, ranging from orthodox to reform, and of
all ages, learning from each other how to tie #zitzit while chatting as if we were old friends. Once again, I couldn't
help but think that this experience could only happen in Israel.

If any of you are considering volunteering in Israel, don't hesitate, just do it! It will be one of the most rewarding
experiences of your life. Please reach out to me if you have any questions. If you would like more information
about IFR, a program I highly recommend, you can go to http://www.Israelfoodrescue.com. If you are interested in
learning about other volunteer programs, you can go to http://www.Israel21c.org, and I recommend you join a
group called “Swords of Iron” on Facebook.
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March Donations
We appreciate the generosity of our

members and friends, and recognize them

for their support.

Joel and Murray Woldman Kiddush and
Oneg Fund

Eva Freund and Elke Martin, in honor of their
anniversary

Liz Olhsson for Simchat Shabbat

Dana Scherer for Simchat Shabbat

Mitchell Haymes for Simchat Shabbat

Keith Cohen for Simchat Shabbat

Nathaniel Deutsch for Simchat Shabbat

Paula Morris and Deb Hyman for Simchat
Shabbat

Mindy Gasthalter for Simchat Shabbat

Joseph Pomper for Simchat Shabbat

Operating Fund

Rachel Wolkowitz, in memory of Florene and
Sandor Bernstein

Keith Cohen, in memory of his father

Joseph Pomper, in memory of David Grossman

Rachel Wolkowitz, in honor of Mary Hubbard
becoming a Bat Mitzva

Rabbi Hannah Spiro and Hill Havurah, for
Transgender Day of Visibility

Fabrangen, for Transgender Day of Visibility

David Schwarz

Daniel Kaplan

Michelle Munson

Larry Cohen

Neal Presant

Roxanne Walker

Joan Bellsey

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Davi LaBarre

Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund
Devra Floyd

Queen Esther Fund
Barry Friedman
Mindy Gasthalter
Rachel Wolkowitz
Warren Snaider
Jeffrey Nakrin

James Radack

Davi LaBarre

Al Munzer and Joel Wind
Bruce Horowitz

Joel Martin

Alex Carter

Myrna Fawcett

Amy Pataki

Continued from page 1

in this country. Some
have told me that as a
Jewish person, queer and
progressive spaces that
once felt like home now
feel less safe to be in.

At the time I’m writing this, protests at college campuses are
filling my newsfeed. Some of those protesting are doing so
peacefully and calling for an end to the suffering that those
in Gaza are surely experiencing. Some, however, have
turned violent and have targeted Jewish students and faculty
members. Many Jewish students do not feel that their cam-
puses are safe spaces for them, no matter how they feel about
the State of Israel and the war in Gaza. This year during the
Omer there is fear, there is concern, there is anger, there is
grief.

There are differing accounts about what caused the deaths of
Rabbi Akiva’s 24,000 students. Some say they died while
participating in the Bar Kochba revolt against the Roman
empire, but the Talmud says that they died of disease. Why
were they stricken? Because of division and disrespect that
they showed to one another. If this is so, then it seems to me
that the lesson we should learn from this tradition is one of
unity. If poisonous division led to death and destruction,
then mutual respect (even for those who disagree with us) is
the healing antidote. Especially within the Jewish communi-
ty the need to come together in solidarity and support is par-
amount. If you know Jewish students or faculty members on
campus, check in on them. If you are feeling attacked be-
cause you are Jewish, seek out others within the Jewish com-
munity - many of us are feeling similar things and no one
has to go through this alone. Let’s pray that by the time Lag
B’Omer comes around this year (on May 26th) our mourning
may be lifted and the heaviness of the times will lessen. Un-
til that time comes, I am feeling the grief of the period of the
Omer in a new way this year. I suspect I am not alone.
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May Birthdays

Isaac Belfer
Alan Carb
Nathaniel Deutsch
Remy Goldberg
Daniel Gordon
Bruce Horowitz
Jeffrey Kahn
Ed Knight
Robert Margrave
Reginald McBee
Ruth Potts
Judith Retchin
Avi Silber
David Sobelsohn
Elliott Sprehn

May Anniversaries

Tom Sachs and William Moses
Fran Sneider and Beth Cohen
Jeffrey Kahn and Tony Alverno
David Vostrizansky and Scott Reiter
Margy Kohn and Myrna Chasanow
Jeffrey Berns and Richard Bennett
Susan Silber and June Peters
Andres Doernberg and Michael Lavers
Maxine Klane and Elaine Raksis
Joel Berelson and Charles Maples
Dana Scherer and Charlotte Scherer
Jocelyn Kaplan and Idalie Adams

e

PRID_

Thank you to our May
Service Leaders
Friday, May 3: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, May 10: Scott Reiter with Rabbi Ben Shalva

and Eryca Kasse drumming
Saturday, May 11: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, May 17: Eryca Kasse
Friday, May 24: TBD
Saturday, May 25: TBD
Friday, May 31: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX

Thank You to Our April
Service Leaders

Friday, April 5: Ruth Potts
Friday, April 12: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and
Rachel Hamberger with Rabbi Ben Shalva and Eryca
Kasse drumming
Saturday, April 13: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, April 19: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, April 26: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, April 27: Ruth Potts and Alex Carter
XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX

Celebrate Your Joy

Friday, May 31st will be our next "Simchat
Shabbat," a way in which our members can cele-
brate together. Let us know if you have cause to
celebrate in the way of a birthday, anniversary, or
other special occasion and we will share in your

joy each month. A special blessing will be recited

for all those celebrating.

If you would like to help sponsor towards the en-
hanced Oneg for that Friday, please let us

know. Contact Mindy at
membershipdirector@betmish.org.

SIMCHAT
SHABBAT

Save the Dates! Pride 2024
It’s not too early to start thinking of Pride Month in June.
Friday, June 7th—Happy Hour with Drag Queen, Tara Hoot
Friday, June 7th—Pride Service
Saturday, June 8th—DC Pride Parade
Sunday, June 9th—DC Pride Festival

2024

Monday, June 10th—Interfaith Pride Service

Hope to see you at these fun events!
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to:

Warren Snaider, on the loss of his aunt, Shirley Taylor
Jerald Goldberg, on the loss of his brother, Myron Goldberg

Announced Friday and Saturday, April 26 and 27 (Yartzeits observed April 26-May 2;

18-24 Nisan)

Rose Allman, Grandmother of Beth Cohen
Alexander Frank, Grandfather of Steven Frank
Manuel Less, Father of Martin Less
Minnie Lev, Grandmother of Larry Neff
Helen Neff, Aunt of Larry Neff

Ida Snaider, Mother of Warren Snaider
Betty Saks, Mother of Robert Saks

Judith Pomper, Mother of Joseph Pomper
Leah Potts, Grandmother of Ruth Potts
Ava Sebastian, Sister of Denise Leish
Jaqueline Kalapinsky, Aunt of Alan Carb
Alan Radack, Father of James Radack

April 27

April 27

April 27 (19 Nisan)
April 27

April 27

April 28 (20 Nisan)
April 29

April 30 (22 Nisan)
April 30 (22 Nisan)
April 30

May 1

May 1

Announced Friday, May 3 (Yartzeits observed May 3-9; 25 Nisan -1 lyar)

Bracha Apelberg, Grandmother of Eytan Apelberg
Chick Gordon, Uncle of Warren Snaider

Thelma Brown, Aunt of LySandra Brady

Leona Cason, Great Aunt of Patricia Carlton

Ellen Cenzer, Aunt of Michael Singer

Sonia Purcell, Grandmother of Mary Hubbard
Ann Friedman, Mother of Barry Friedman

Harold Agrast, Father of Mark Agrast

George Kingsley, Uncle of Seymour Stern

May 3 (25 Nisan)
May 3 (25 Nisan)
May 4
May 4
May 4
May 4
May 5 (27 Nisan)
May 6
May 6

Joel Woldman, beloved twin Brother of Murray Woldman and member of Bet Mishpachah May 6

Betty Grossman, Mother of Richard Grossman
Rose Mendelson, Grandmother of Barry Friedman
Harold Saffer, Grandfather of Alicia Saffer

Fred Weinberg, Father of Steven Weinberg

May 7 (29 Nisan)
May 9 (1 Iyar)
May 9

May 9 (1 Iyar)

Announced Friday & Saturday, May 10 & 11 (Yartzeits observed May 10-16; 2-8 lyar)

Lia Horowitz, Mother of Bruce Horowitz
Randy Wyatt, Dear Friend of Larry Neff
Cynthia Sachs, Mother of Thomas Sachs
David Sotsky, Father of Stuart Sotsky

Adrienne Carter, Sister and Sister-in-law of Alex Carter and Ruth Potts

Sarah Sheinbein, Mother of Israel Sheinbein
Isaac Casel, Great-uncle of Larry Neff

Selma Cobden, Grandmother of Jeffrey Berns
Magnus Hirshfeld

Sam Blank, Grandfather of Louis Blank

Issac Fox, Grandfather of David Fox

Yvette Frank, Sister of Steven Frank

May 10 (2 Iyar)
May 10

May 11

May 12 (4 Lyar)
May 13
May 13

May 14

May 14 (6 lyar)
May 14

May 15

May 15 (7 Lyar)
May 16
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Announced Friday, May 17 (Yartzeits observed May 17-23; 9-15 lyar)

Celeste Cohan, Mother of Joanna Scherer
Molly Dickson, Aunt of Stuart Sotsky

Morris Grossman, Father of Richard Grossman
Jack Hillelsohn, Friend of Alex Carter

Belle Hollis, Mother of Robert Hollis

David Youngman, Uncle of Joel Wind

Henry James, Uncle of Barry Friedman

Pauline Karron, Grandmother of David Fox
Justin Kramer, Father of Deborah Kramer
Oscar Sotsky, Uncle of Stuart Sotsky

Zoia Umansky, Sister-in-law of Morris Umansky
Leonard Cohan, Father of Joanna Scherer

Etta Kaplan, Grandmother of Ruth Potts

Leon Kasarsky, Father of Andi Kasarsky

Hugh Hochberg, Grandfather of Marlene Cohen
Celia Lewin, Aunt of Larry Neff

May 17
May 18 (10 Iyar)
May 18 (10 Iyar)
May 18
May 19
May 19 (11 Iyar)
May 20
May 20 (12 Iyar)
May 20
May 21 (13 Iyar)
May 21
May 22
May 22 (14 Iyar)
May 22
May 23 (15 Iyar)
May 23

Richard Spector, Friend of Stuart Sotsky and Member of Bet Mishpachah May 23 (15 Iyar)
Announced Friday & Saturday, May 24 & 25 (Yartzeits observed May 24-30; 16-22 lyar)

Geoffrey MacLellan, Friend of Louis Blank
Wendell Johnson, Father of JonRobert Johnson
Katherine Kane, Friend of Elke Martin

Leah Lev, Aunt of Larry Neff

Martin Reiter, Father of Scott Reiter

Herman Wind, Uncle of Joel Wind

o
Channah and Yehoshua Wind, Grandparents of Joel Wind

May 24

May 25

May 25

May 26

May 26 (18 Iyar)
May 26 (18 Iyar)

May 26 (18 Iyar)

Hilda Lehman, Maternal Grandmother of Michael Hoffman May 27 (19 lyar)

Jerry Moore, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia
Paul Neff, Uncle of Larry Neff

May 27
May 27

Winnie Siegel, Dear Friend of Diane Liff and Georgia Korn May 27

Helen Weinstein, Aunt of Stuart Sotsky

Albert Jaco, Grandfather of Thomas Sachs
Mildred Shubs, Aunt of Carl Spatz

Natalie Bachman, Mother of David Bachman
David Sikowitz, Grandfather of Judith Retchin
Henrietta [som, Grandmother of LySandra Brady
Namon Johnson, Sr., Father of LySandra Brady
Anne Londoner, Aunt of Carl Spatz

May 27 (19 lyar)
May 28
May 28 (20 Iyar)
May 29 (21 lyar)
May 29
May 30
May 30
May 30 (22 Iyar)

Announced Friday, May 31 (Yartzeits observed May 31 — June 6; 23-29 lyar)

Harvey Pitt, Father of Emily Pitt

Frank Gasthalter, Uncle of Mindy Gasthalter
Murray Jaco, Uncle of Thomas Sachs

Thelma Menaker, Mother of Howard Menaker
Frances Kraft, Grandmother of Natasha Kraft
Miryam Szachter, Grandmother of Ruth Eisenberg
Mary Cohen, Aunt of Larry Neff

Jay Gilbertson, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia
Joel McBee, Father of Reginald McBee

Selma Reid, Aunt of Devra Floyd

Jerald Weinstein, Cousin of Mindy Gasthalter

May 31

June 1

June 1

June 1 (24 lyar)
June 2 (25 Iyar)
June 3 (26 lyar)
June 4

June 4

June 4

June 4

June 4

Sigmund & Gisella Redlich, Maternal grandparents of Bruce Horowitz June 5 (28 lyar)

Marjorie Weber, Mother of Denise Leish
Joseph Gershon, Father of Liat Novek
Max Youngman, Grandfather of Joel Wind

June 5
June 6 (29 Iyar)
June 6 (29 lyar)



Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Nisan/Iyar, 5784 / May 2024

Page 11

Shabbat Services

Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our
website for details. The Zoom meeting number will be
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and
Beyond.”

Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of
every month at 10:00 am. Saturday morning services
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.betmish.org/oneg.

Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is
available by sending an email request

to sign(@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks
notice.

Any changes to our regular Shabbat service

schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our
weekly email.

To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date,
location, occasion and number of expected attendees
to administrator@betmish.org

Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations

Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:

* World Congress of LGBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah

* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington

* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater
Washington

* Network of Independent Jewish Communities

and Havurot

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff
Coordinator — Liat Novek

Design/Layout — Liat Novek

Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch
and Elke Martin

Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter

Donations

To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C.
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page
on our web site, www.betmish.org

Death Notices, Bereavement Services

If you are in need of bereavement services or to
announce a death in your family,

email bereavement(@betmish.org.

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter

Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah. The newsletter is
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles,
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of
the month prior to publication to
administrator@betmish.org.

Weekly Email Broadcast

The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast,
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner
organizations. To receive our weekly email newsletter,
send an email to administrator@betmish.org

Congregational Website

Be sure to check out our website

at www.betmish.org with information about our
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites
of interest.

Communications Policy. For questions about our
editorial or advertising policies, send an email
to secretary(@betmish.org

Membership

To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org
Reduced membership is available for new members,
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the
DC metro area.

Address, Phone, and Email Updates
Send your name and old and new information
to membershipdirector@betmish.org

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You

Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim —
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive
the information. Please email us

at BikurCholim@betmish.org.

Women’s Outreach Program

On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 we pour
our favorite beverage to go along with our own

dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and
conversation. We continue to gather virtually every week
and may try an in-person option soon. If you have any
questions contact programmingdirector(@betmish.org
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and
we welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-
binary people.
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DIRECTORY
RABBIS

Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin ... rabbi@betmish.org
Rabbi Bob Saks, EMEritus ..............cviiiiiiiiiiis i rabbibobs@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES

President: Deborah Hyman ...........ccccocon v president@betmish.org
Treasurer: Douglas Auerbach .............cccccoiiiin i treasurer@betmish.org
Secretary: Barbara Goldberg .......ccoooooiiiiiiiiiiies i, secretary@betmish.org
Communication Committee: .........oooeiiiiiiiies v, communications@betmish.org
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris ......... ...ccccciiiiienieeeniienn, religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
High Holy Days: Paula MOITIS .............uuuiiiiiiis evviiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiinnenns hhd@betmish.org
Liturgy Committee: Scott Reiter ...........ccccccet i liturgy@betmish.org
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris...... ....ccccccvviiiiiiiiinnnnns religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Director of Membership: Mindy Gasthalter ....... ....cccccccviiieiiiiiniinnnn, membershipdirector@betmish.org

Director of Operations: Kasey Bigsby................ ..........oe.o.o......... Operationsdirector@betmish.org

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator ..................ueeeeueies evvevieenneennneeeennnnnnnnn. oneg@betmish.org
Hospitality Coordinator ..................eveveiiiiiiiiies i, hospitality@betmish.org
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator: Devra Floyd ................... sighn@betmish.org
Director of Programming: Joseph Pomper......... cccccccovvviiiiiiiiinnnnnn. programmingdirector@betmish.org
Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman .............. voveeviiieniieeeiieeiiiinn, bookgroup@betmish.org
Programming Committee: Joseph Pomper..... .....cccccvvvviiiiinnnnnnnnns programs@betmish.org
Director of Community Affairs: Alfredo Gomez .. .........ccccccvvvvviinnnnn. communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Director of Congregational Affairs: Jeffrey Kahn ..........ccccccoi congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger........................o bereavement@betmish.org
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Noah Wofsy . ........cccccciiiiininnnn. bikurcholim@betmish.org
Cemetery Committee: ROd ROSS .........ocevviiies vt cemetery@betmish.org
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ............cccccot i, education@betmish.org
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund ......... ....cccccciiiiiiiiniinnnnnns novachavura@betmish.org
Social Justice: James Radack....................eees ceceieieiiiienneeene.... . S0OCHAl-action@betmish.org
LI 1= 2= T TS executivedirector@betmish.org
Bnai ARGVa ..o executivedirector@betmish.org
STAFF
Executive Director: Joshua Maxey .........ccccccccer veviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee, executivedirector@betmish.org

Congregational Administrator: Liat Novek.................................... administrator@betmish.org
BOOKKEEPET ... e bookkeeping@betmish.org



