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We are thrilled to have Sa-
brina Sojourner as our scholar-
in-residence at our Erev Shab-
bat service on Friday,

May 12th and Shabbat morning
service on Saturday, May 13th.
The Shabbaton will be held in-
person as well as live streamed.
There will be a congregational
dinner on Friday night before
services and a Kiddush lunch

§ following services on Saturday
jl morning, sponsored by Murray
Woldman in memory of his be-

loved twin brother, Joel.

Sabrina is a Shaliakh Tzibur (Jewish spiritual leader),
nationally recognized progressive leader and thought
leader, community chaplain, educator, word-artist, and
facilitator of important conversations on diversity, equi-
ty, inclusion, justice, and the future of Democracy and
Judaism. She leads, teaches, and cultivates curiosity
across the country as a featured speaker, Scholar or
Guest Artist-in-residence, and faculty at Jewish and sec-
ular institutions, conferences, retreats, and gatherings
across the country, precisely because she brings her au-
thentic self to everything and everyone she touches.
Currently, she is also the Rosh Beit for Expanding the
Canon, a program of Theatre J, which has commissioned
seven playwrights from diverse Jewish backgrounds to
create plays that will enhance the stories we tell about
Jews and Judaism from the stage. In 2021, Sabrina was
chosen by Forward Magazine as one of the seven most
fascinating Jews of the year.

We will explore with her “For the Love of Rainbow
Pearls.” There are many small moments that many com-
mentators overlook as they may rush to create their take
on the meaning of creation and the flood, freedom and
liability, social and Divine order, trust and community,
or religious, social, or personal remembrance of our sto-
ry. In between are small moments that get overlooked.
Yet, they are the strings of pearls pointing to the Soul of
Torah and the Ways of the Divine indicate deeper, joy-
ful, intense ways of being in the world, in relationship to
the Divine and each other, and wrestling with how we

www.betmish.org

present ourselves to ourselves, to the Divine, and
the World.

Join Sabrina in exploring some of the small
moments — the pearls — in Vayikra and other parts
of the Torah that call us to take time to refresh so
that we continue to push the moral arc of the uni-
verse toward justice. In doing so, she hopes you
will discover your pearl in the Divine rainbow
necklace.
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Shavuot service with Hill Havurah

Join Bet Mishpachah and Hill Havurah on Thurs-
day, May 25th, starting at 7:30 pm for an

Erev Shavuot of delicious Torah, wine, and cheese-
cake. We'll hear stories of choosing Judaism --
from the Book of Ruth, and from members of our
own congregations -- and celebrate with conversa-
tion and community.

We will meet at: 212 East Capitol Street, NE,
Washington, DC 20003. The registration link will
be available in the TWAB in the coming weeks.

Rosh Ha-Shana begins Friday evening,
September 15th.

We will once again be meeting in Cafritz Hall at
the EDCJCC with streaming options available.
Keep an eye on the
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly as more plans
unfold. Want to be part of the planning? Ideas on
how we can improve this year? Our committee
can use your input. Send us an email at
HHD@betmish.org.

Washington DC’s Egalitarian Synagogue Embracing a Diversity of Sexual and Gender Identities
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were at Sinai.
Yes, I kept a jour-
nal of what I saw, _ @& [ Ao~ P>

of what I heard, of © « Ao Anal SRl " ¥

what I thought it all meant.

My Sister and | -
My sister and 1 ' Qj” e ;&"3\ s 3&;
oA TRy :t,_%:.-«; o e g —

My sister has no record of what happened to her there.

She says that every time she wanted to write she couldn’t -

She was always holding a baby, one of her own, or one for a friend,
always holding a baby so her hands were never free to write things
down.

And then, she says, as time passed the particulars slipped away from her
and all she’s left with is the feeling.

I was so sure of what I wrote in the record of consonant after consonant
after consonant.

But I was so young then and as I read my journal now, the missing feel-
ings the fear hope excitement awe that I didn’t see or couldn’t under-
stand glare at me from the white spaces of the page vowel after vowel
after vowel.

Their whispers remind me to ask:

Join me, my sister.

Let’s remember it together.

We’ll recreate holy time sparks flying.

Scott Reiter, in conversation with Merle Feld’s poem
Sh’vat Va-Yinafash, page 423

Get ready for Pride 2023—Peace, Love, Revolution

A preview of Pride activities:

Tuesday, June 16h: Pride Night at the Nationals

Friday, June 9th: Pride Shabbat at Bet Mishpachah

Saturday, June 10th: Pride Parade

Sunday, June 11th: Pride Festival

Tuesday, June 13th: Pride Interfaith Service

Thursday, June 22nd: Pride Night at Theater J, “One Jewish Boy”
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The Shabbaton will begin with a Congregational Din-

ner, held on Friday, May 12th at 6:30 pm,. The dinner
costs $30/per person for Bet Mishpachah and GLOE mem-
bers and $39/per person for non-members. Payments can
be made by clicking on the Paypal link on the Bet Mishpa-
chah website, www.betmish.org, or by sending your check
made payable to Bet Mishpachah to Mindy Gasthal-

ter, 3001 Veazey Terrace, NW #1415, Washington DC
20008. Please indicate any special dietary needs when you
make your reservation. Reservations for the dinner are due
by 5:00 pm on Friday, May 5th. For any questions, you

may contact Mindy at mgasthalter@gmail.com.

Very Important Information on Kiddush Lunch
All reservations must be made to Mindy Gasthalter
Be sure to include your name

Members

A boxed lunch for the Kiddush lunch following the Satur-
day morning service will be provided to members of Bet
Mishpachah free of charge. We are requiring that you
RSVP no later than May 5th, at 5:00 pm. If you do not
RSVP by the deadline, unfortunately, we may not be able
to provide a lunch for you. Please send your RSVP and
lunch selection order to mgasthalter@gmail.com.

Non-members

There will be a charge of $15.00 for your boxed lunch for
the Kiddush lunch following the Saturday morning ser-
vice. The deadline to order your lunch is no later than May
5th, you must use the PayPal link on our website or send a
check to Mindy Gasthalter to pay for your lunch. If you do
not order your lunch by the deadline, unfortunately we may
be unable to provide a lunch for you.

Your Lunch Selections

The boxed lunch will include a sandwich, a bag of chips,
coleslaw, pickle, chocolate chip cookie, and a bottle of wa-
ter. Sandwich choices consist of turkey breast, tuna salad,
or a veggie/hummus wrap.

Bet Mishpachah’s Membership Renewal Season is just
around the corner! This is the perfect time to reflect on
our synagogue’s history and take pride in how Bet
Mishpachah has made such a difference in our lives.

We can look back almost fifty years ago to the early
days of Bet Mishpachah when no other synagogue wel-
comed LGBTQ+ Jews. At that time no one provided a
religious, spiritual, and community space in which we
could safely pray and socialize. Back then, many of us
were afraid of embracing who we truly were. We were
frightened of being rejected by family members and
friends and afraid of losing our jobs if we “came out.”

In the days before the Internet and social media, a small
group of LGBTQ+ Jews came together. They took ac-
tion to form their own synagogue. They created a fami-
ly that did not judge with whom we socialized, who we
loved, or how we dressed. The family, very small at
first, spread the startling news that an LGBTQ+ syna-
gogue had come to town. The news spread by word of
mouth and through the only newspaper, The Gay Blade.
At first, we offered religious services in members’
homes, where we sometimes could barely muster a min-
yan. Still, the message spread: “Bet Mish is the family
you can depend on for mutual respect, comfort, and
friendship. Come join us!”

Fast forward to today. Thanks to members like you, we
are a vibrant congregation. We are able to offer a full
schedule of religious services, educational classes, and
an innovative presence on social media. The Bet Mish-
pachah family shares life cycle events together. We
serve our community. We look forward to a bright fu-
ture through our new Strategic Plan, hard-working vol-
unteers and Rabbi, and tireless Executive Director and
Administrator. Your Board has made the commitment
to design more effective policies and practices.

We hope that Bet Mishpachah will continue to be your
Family of Choice. We have been here for almost fifty
years and we hope to be here for fifty more.

We are your Bet Mishpachah. Please renew and donate
generously.

— On Sunday, June 4th, Bet Mishpachah will be having a guided tour of the Jewish
Museum of Maryland. We will be meeting at the museum at 11:00 am, where as a

group, we will get a discounted admission fee of $5.00 per person. At the museum, we will visit two historic build-
ings, the Lloyd Street Synagogue and the B’nai Israel Synagogue, for a close-up look into the history of Jewish Balti-
more, as well as exhibits of artifacts representing centuries of Jewish life in Maryland. Following the tour, we will
have lunch at Miss Shirley's, a well-known local eatery. Please let us know by May 19th if you will be able to join us
so we can let the museum know how large our group will be, and if you will need transportation as we will be "car
pooling.”. If you will be joining us and are can drive, please let us know if you have room in your car for an extra pas-
senger or two. For information, or if you would like to sign up, please contact us at programs(@betmish.org.
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Counting on LGBTQ+ Jews for Shavuot

The Torah was never given to an individual, but rather to a na-
tion. For far too long, many communities have forced those
m, APINY ¥ who come out — to get out, and as a result, we, and the Torah

sesssvowsmmmmmmn e study, are deficient. Our rabbis teach that if we want to
properly accept the Torah on Shavuot, we need to accept it as
we originally did: with complete unity and acceptance of each
other. That means that we must proactively engage our queer

siblings and refocus our communal responsibility to ensure
queer folks can be out — while staying in religious spaces.

It is perhaps for this reason that the Code of Jewish Law instructs us to read the Parsha of Bemidbar before
Shavuot (Orach Chayim 428:4). Bemidbar begins with taking a census of the whole congregation of Israel
(587232 NTy=93 WRA-nX 1Rl Numbers 1:2). This was done by each person contributing a half shekel, which
reminds us that by ourselves we are incomplete, and we need the other to be whole (R’ Shlomo Alkebetz).

Being gay or trans isn’t a choice; but being homo/transphobic is. Like we chose to accept the Torah, we must
also choose to accept those to whom the Torah is given. Loving another, like we love ourselves (Leviticus
19:18), is an important principle of [obtaining] Torah (Torat Kohanim 4:12) and it takes a lot of effort to over-
come the cultural norm of discrimination.

Loving people — ni» 723 n¥ 27X is one of the 48 ways of acquiring Torah (Plrkez Avot 6:5) because through
this love, one puts themselves back into into the collective and only then is one fitting to receive the Torah,
which was given to the collective (Derech Chaim). The Maharal testifies to the opposite as well “If someone
doesn’t love others, they are separating themselves from the klal/ and won’t merit Torah.” When we exclude
others we are actually removing ourselves.

Shavuot is a celebration of acceptance, and Pride is no different. The absence of embracing is an act of sever-
ance. Like righteousness, inclusion is something that we must pursue. We run after that which we want to be
one with. Not reaching out to folks that have been marginalized is an additional act of separation.

Our souls all have a shared source, and in the spiritual world, there can be no interruption between them.
Loving peace requires seeking out those who are in need of it, and healing the unnatural divisiveness that
caused the lack of completion. It was only when we were like one person, with one heart, that G-d said “the
time has come for Me to give the Torah” (Midrash Leviticus Rabbah 9:9).

Shir Hashirim Rabbah applies this dynamic today as well: “Anyone who isn’t a guarantor, and at one with the
people to whom they are teaching Torah, shouldn’t teach them.” Midrash Tanchuma (Ki Tisa 16:2) takes it
even further: “It is forbidden for a Torah scholar to teach Jewish Law to a congregation until their words are
pleasant and unified to those who are listening, like a bride whose words are desired by her partner.”

A variation of this teaching explains the parable of a bride in the context of — 923 7¢/h %% 1971 when we were
given the Torah we were beloved as a bride. The sweetness that is achieved in our relationships with G-d,
Torah, and people, is dependent on our closeness and understanding of the other. This is part of the blessing
over the Torah that one makes every morning, born out of Moses’ love for the people (Tiferet Shlomo).

Shavuot is Zman Matan Torateinu — 10710 107 127 the anniversary of our receiving G-d’s Torah. As we
prepare to celebrate Shavuot, we must again make a choice: Do we want to ally and attach ourselves to the
klal, or will we be the ones running away from our covenantal responsibility.

Rabbi Mike Moskowitz, a founding builder at Bayit and also a member of Bayit’s Board, serves as Scholar-in
-Residence for Queer and Trans Jewish Studies at Congregation Beit Simchat Torah, a flagship LGBTQIA+
synagogue in New York City.
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Rabbi Jake’s Class

Rabbi Jake will be teaching one more wonderful
class this spring.

Sing a New Song -
A Survey of New
Melodies for
Ancient Texts -
Wednesday, June
14th, at 7:30 pm.
We all have the
melodies to certain prayers and texts that speak to us
- perhaps something from childhood or something
we’ve learned somewhere along our Jewish
journeys. Jewish musicians and composers are
always finding new ways to bring meaning to ancient
texts, and we’ll hear how some of them have
interpreted them through song. We’ll hear examples
from Israeli artists, queer Jews, and camp song
leaders, and do some singing along as well. Virtual
and in-person at the EDCJCC.

The Zoom invitations will appear in the weekly
newsletter, “This Week and Beyond,” and on our
Facebook page www.facebook.com/betmish.

Classes are always free for members of Bet
Mishpachah. There is a suggested donation of $10
for nonmembers which may be made on our website.

Life Begins Where Fear Ends- A Story on
Transgender Rights in Israel

Bet Mishpachah and our
LGBTQ+ Community partners
invite you to join us for a spe-
cial Israel 75 event on Sunday,
May 7th at 10:45 am at the
Edlavitch JCC, located in
Dupont Circle. We will be
joined by Michael Alroy, an
Israeli Transgender rights activ-
ist who will discuss life as a
Transgender man in Israeli soci-
ety. Preceding Michael's talk, which will begin at
11:15 am, a special bagel brunch reception will be
available starting at 10:45 am.

On April 16th, a small but
lively group from Bet Mishpa-
chah went to dinner at the Par-
thenon restaurant, followed by
a movie at the Avalon Thea-
ter. The group saw "The Lost
King," based on the true story
of the woman who spearheaded the successful search
for the remains of King Richard III, overcoming the
doubts of the academic and archeological communi-
ties. The group agreed that the movie was excellent
and the evening was tremendous fun.

We thank Mindy Gasthalter for organizing the
event. Details of the next Bet Mishpachah movie
outing will be included in future editions of "This
Week and Beyond."

The Bet Mishpachah Book
Group will meet virtually on
Sunday, May 21st, at 4:00

pm, to discuss Young Mungo,
by Douglas Stuart.

This novel is a coming-of-age
story about a gay, working-class
teen in early 1990s Glasgow.
Presumably, Mungo (a
Protestant) and James (a Catho-
lic) should be sworn enemies;
but against all odds they become best friends as they
find a sanctuary in the pigeon dovecote that James
has built for his prize racing birds. As they fall in
love, they dream of finding somewhere they can be-
long, while Mungo works hard to hide his true self
from all those around him, especially his big brother
Hamish, a local gang leader with a brutal reputation
to uphold. When Mungo’s mother sends him on a
fishing trip to a loch in Western Scotland with two
strange men whose drunken banter belies murky
pasts, Mungo will need to summon all his inner
strength and courage to try to get back to a place of
safety, a place where he and James might still have a
future together. Young Mungo is a gripping and re-
vealing story about the bounds of masculinity, the
divisions of sectarianism, the violence faced by
many gay people, and the dangers of loving someone
too much. The book is available in hardcover, paper-
back and Kindle, and at area libraries.

All Bet Mish members are welcome to join the dis-
cussion. Please email bookgroup@betmish.org for
the Zoom ID.
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May Birthdays

Isaac Belfer
Alan Carb
Nathaniel Deutsch
Daniel Gordon
Bruce Horowitz
Jeffrey Kahn
Ed Knight
Robert Margrave
Reginald McBee
Ruth Potts
Judith Retchin
Avi Silber
David Sobelsohn
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May Anniversaries

Tom Sachs and William Moses
Fran Sneider and Beth Cohen
Jeffrey Kahn and Tony Alverno
David Vostrizansky and Scott Reiter
Margy Kohn and Myrna Chasanow
Jeffrey Berns and Richard Bennett
Susan Silber and June Peters
Andres Doernberg and Michael Lavers
Maxine Klane and Elaine Raksis
Joel Berelson and Charles Maples
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Good News

Welcome to our new Member:
Justine Stiftel

Thank you to our May
Service Leaders

Friday, May 5: Paula Morris

Friday, May 12: Scott Reiter and Rabbi

Ben Shalva with Eryca Kasse drumming

Saturday, May 13: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

Friday, May 19: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and

Louis Blank

Friday, May 26: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

Saturday, May 28: Scott Reiter

X XK XX X0X XX X0X XX 10X XX X0X XX X0X XX X0X XX X0 XX XX XX XX %X XX %X XX %X

Thank You to Our April
Service Leaders
Friday, April 7: Louis Blank and
Mindy Gasthalter
Saturday, April 8: Alex Carter and Ruth Potts
Friday, April 14: Rachel Wolkowitz and
Rabbi Ben Shalva
Friday, April 21: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, April 22: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, April 28: Allan Armus and Rabbi Jake
Singer-Beilin
XX XX XX X XX XX %X XX XX %X Xx XX XX XX XX XX X XX XX X XX K% KX XX
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March Donations

We appreciate the generosity of our members and
friends, and recognize them for their support.

Operating Fund
Charles Stewart
Emily Guhde
Sean Connolly
Davi LaBarre
Barry Friedman, in memory of
Ben Mendelsohn
Douglas Auerbach, in memory of Charlie Stewart
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Charlie Stewart
Jocelyn Kaplan, in memory of Charlie Stewart
Joseph Pomper, in memory of David Grossman

Joel and Murray Woldman Kiddush and
Oneg Fund
Louis Blank and Dan Yost

Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund
Devra Floyd

Rabbi’s Discretionary fund
Davi LaBarre

Queen Esther Fund
Scott Reiter

Warren Snaider

James Radack

Jutta Brettschneider
Alex Carter

Joseph Pomper

Ruth Potts

Douglas Auerbach
Mindy Gasthalter
Barry Friedman

Al Munzer and Joel Wind
Rachel Wolkowitz
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Announced Friday, April 28 (Yartzeits observed April 28-May 4; 7-13 lyar)

Issac Fox, Grandfather of David Fox

Betty Saks, Mother of Robert Saks

Ava Sebastian, Sister of Denise Leish

Molly Dickson, Aunt of Stuart Sotsky

Morris Grossman, Father of Richard Grossman
Jaqueline Kalapinsky, Aunt of Alan Carb
Alan Radack, Father of James Radack

David Youngman, Uncle of Joel Wind
Pauline Karron, Grandmother of David Fox
Thelma Brown, Aunt of LySandra Brady
Leona Cason, Great Aunt of Patricia Carlton
Ellen Cenzer, Aunt of Michael Singer

Nathan Hyman, Father of Batya Hyman
Sonia Purcell, Grandmother of Mary Hubbard
Oscar Sotsky, Uncle of Stuart Sotsky

April 28 (7 Iyyar)
April 29

April 30

May 1 (10 Iyyar)
May 1 (10 Iyyar)
May 1

May 1

May 2 (11 Iyyar)
May 3 (12 lyyar)
May 3

May 4

May 4

May 4

May 4

May 4 (13 lyyar)

Announced Friday, May 5 (Yartzeits observed May 5- 11; 14-20 lyyar)

Etta Kaplan, Grandmother of Ruth Potts
Harold Agrast, Father of Mark Agrast

Hugh Hochberg, Grandfather of Marlene Cohen

George Kingsley, Uncle of Seymour Stern
Rose Lebowitz, Mother of Dena Lebowitz

May 5 (14 Lyyar)
May 6
May 6 (15 Lyyar)
May 6
May 6

Richard Spector, Friend and Member of Bet Mishpachah and Stuart Sotsky  May 6 (15 Iyyar)
Joel Woldman, Member of Bet Mishpachah and beloved twin Brother of Murray Woldman May 6

Anita Lomberg, Sister of Allan Armus
Martin Reiter, Father of Scott Reiter
Harold Saffer, Grandfather of Alicia Saffer
Channah Wind, Grandmother of Joel Wind
Herman Wind, Uncle of Joel Wind
Yehoshua Wind, Grandfather of Joel Wind

Hilda Lehman, Maternal Grandmother of Michael Hoffman

Helen Weinstein, Aunt, of Stuart Sotsky
Cynthia Sachs, Mother of Thomas Sachs
Mildred Shubs, Aunt of Carl Spatz

May 8 (17 lyyar)
May 9 (18 lyyar)
May 9

May 9 (18 lyyar)
May 9 (18 lyyar)
May 9 (18 lyyar)
May 10 (19 lyyar)
May 10 (19 lyyar)
May 11

May 11 (20 lyyar)

Announced Friday and Saturday, May 12 and 13 (Yartzeits observed May 12-18; 21-26 lyyar)

Natalie Bachman, Mother of David Bachman

May 12 (21 Iyyar)

Adrienne Carter, Sister-in-law of Ruth Potts and Sister of Alex Carter May 13

Anne Londoner, Aunt of Carl Spatz

Thelma Menaker, Mother of Howard Menaker
Yvette Frank, Sister of Steven Frank

Frances Kraft, Grandmother of Natasha Kraft
Celeste Cohan, Mother of Joanna Scherer

Miryam Szachter, Grandmother of Ruth Eisenberg

May 15
May 15 (24 lyyar)
May 16
May 16 (25 Iyyar)
May 17
May 17 (26 lyyar)

Jack Hillelsohn, Member of Bet Mishpachah and Friend of Alex Carter =~ May 18
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Announced Friday, May 19 (Yartzeits observed May 19-25; 28 lyar — 6 Sivan)

Alex Armus, Father of Allan Armus
Belle Hollis, Mother of Robert Hollis

May 19 (28 Iyyar)
May 19

Sigmund & Gisella Redlich, Maternal grandparents of Bruce Horowitz May 19 (28 Iyyar)

Henry James, Uncle of Barry Friedman

Justin Kramer, Father of Deborah Kramer

Max Youngman, Grandfather of Joel Wind
David Cobden, step-Grandfather of Jeffrey Berns
Zoia Umansky, Sister-in-law of Morris Umansky
Leonard Cohan, Father of Joanna Scherer
Evelyn Goldfarb, Mother-in-law of Allan Armus
Leon Kasarsky, Father of Andi Kasarsky

Gisele Munzer, Mother of Al Munzer

Celia Lewin, Aunt of Larry Neff

Geoffrey MacLellan, dear Friend of Louis Blank
Wendell Johnson, Father of JonRobert Johnson
Katherine Kane, Friend of Elke Martin

Polly Less, Mother of Martin Less

May 20

May 20

May 20 (29 lyyar)
May 21 (1 Sivan)
May 21

May 22

May 22

May 22

May 22 (2 Sivan)
May 23

May 24

May 25

May 25

May 25 (5 Sivan)

Announced Friday and Saturday, May 26 and 27 (Yartzeits observed May 26-June 1; 6-12 Sivan)

Leah Lev, Aunt of Larry Neff

Harry Karron, Grandfather of David Fox
Jerry Moore, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia
Paul Neff, Uncle of Larry Neff

Abraham and Feiga Stern, Grandparents of Alvin Stern

Albert Jaco, Grandfather of Thomas Sachs
David Sikowitz, Grandfather of Judith Retchin
Henrietta Isom, Grandmother of LySandra Brady
Namon Johnson, Sr., Father of LySandra Brady
Cheryl Stoeber-Goff, Friend of Sarajane Garten
Bernard Leish, Father of Denise Leish

Fred Burka, Grandfather of Jeffrey Burka

Frank Gasthalter, Uncle of Mindy Gasthalter
Murray Jaco, Uncle of Thomas Sachs

May 26

May 27 (7 Sivan)
May 27

May 27

May 27 (7 Sivan)
May 28

May 29

May 30

May 30

May 30

May 31 (11 Sivan)
June 1 (12 Sivan)
June 1

June 1



Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Iyar/Sivan 5783/May 2023

Shabbat Services

Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our
website for details. The Zoom meeting number will be
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and
Beyond.”

Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of
every month at 10:00 am. Saturday morning services
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/85094BAFAC28A3FC1-
erev.

Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is
available by sending an email request

to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks
notice.

Any changes to our regular Shabbat service

schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our
weekly email.

To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date,
location and number of expected attendees
to administrator@betmish.org

Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations

Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:

* World Congress of GLBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah

* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington

* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater
Washington

* Network of Independent Jewish Communities

and Havurot

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff

Coordinator — Liat Novek

Design/Layout — Liat Novek

Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch
and Elke Martin

Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter

Donations

To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C.
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page
on our web site, www.betmish.org

Death Notices, Bereavement Services

If you are in need of bereavement services or to
announce a death in your family,

email bereavement@betmish.org.

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter

Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah. The newsletter is
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles,
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of
the month prior to publication to
administrator@betmish.org.

Weekly Email Broadcast

The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast,
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner
organizations. To receive our weekly email newsletter,
send an email to administrator@betmish.org

Congregational Website

Be sure to check out our website

at www.betmish.org with information about our
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites
of interest.

Communications Policy. For questions about our
editorial or advertising policies, send an email
to secretary(@betmish.org

Membership

To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org
Reduced membership is available for new members,
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the
DC metro area.

Address, Phone, and Email Updates
Send your name and old and new information
to membershipdirector@betmish.org

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You

Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim —
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive
the information. Please email us

at BikurCholim@betmish.org.

Women’s Outreach Program

On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 we pour
our favorite beverage to go along with our own

dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and
conversation. We continue to gather virtually every week
and may try an in-person option soon. If you have any
questions contact programmingdirector(@betmish.org
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and
we welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-
binary people.
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DIRECTORY
RABBIS

Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin ... rabbi@betmish.org
Rabbi Bob Saks, EMEritus ..............cviiiiiiiiiiis i rabbibobs@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES

President: Mitchell Haymes ...t e president@betmish.org
Rabbinic Liaison Committee: Al Munzer
Treasurer: Douglas Auerbach ...........ccccceiiiiiin i, treasurer@betmish.org
Secretary: Whitney Babash ..........cc.ocoooiiiiiiies i, secretary@betmish.org
Communication Committee: .........oooeiiiiiiiies v, communications@betmish.org
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula MOrris ......... ..cccccovviiiiiiiiiininnnnn. religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
High Holy Days: Paula Morris & Rachel Hamberger ..................... hhd@betmish.org
Liturgy Committee: Scott Reiter ...........ccccceit i liturgy@betmish.org
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris...... ....ccccccvviiiiiiiiinnnnns religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Director of Membership: Deb Hyman................ ...cccciiiiiienenns membershipdirector@betmish.org

Strategic Planning Task Force: Deb Hyman

Director of Operations ............ccccevvvceiiiiiiiiiiiiiies v e e .00 OpeTationsdirector@betmish.org
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator ..................euveeiiies evvviiiiiiiiiiieieeeeennnnnn. oneg@betmish.org
Hospitality Coordinator ..................eveveiiiiiiiiies i, hospitality@betmish.org
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator: Devra Floyd ................... sigh@betmish.org

Director of Programming ...........ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiies e programmingdirector@betmish.org
Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman ...........cc. cocuvvieeiniiiiiiiiiiiiinnnns bookgroup@betmish.org
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ............cccccit i, education@betmish.org
Programming Committee: Joseph Pomper..... .....ccccccvvvviiiinninnnnnns programs@betmish.org

Director of Community Affairs: Brian Parks........ c.ccccccocviiiiiiiiiinnnn. communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org

Jewish Community Relations Council representative: Stuart Sotsky

Director of Congregational Affairs: Bruce Horowitz .......................... congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger...................ocooin bereavement@betmish.org
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Barbara Lewis ........................... bikurcholim@betmish.org
Cemetery Committee: Allan ArmuUS..........cceeees viviiiiiiiieeeee e cemetery@betmish.org
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund ......... ccccccoccoiiiiiiiiiinnnnn. novachavura@betmish.org
Social Justice: James Radack..............cccccccees ceviiiiiininiennn ... .80CHal-aCtion@betmish.org
Keshet RiSING .......uuuiiiiiiiiiiis e executivedirector@betmish.org
B'Nai ANAVa ......oooiiiii s e executivedirector@betmish.org

STAFF
Executive Director: Joshua Maxey .........ccccoeeves iiiviviiiiiiiiviiineeeeennn, executivedirector@betmish.org
Congregational Administrator: Liat Novek.................................... administrator@betmish.org

BOOKKEEPET ... .o s s bookkeeping@betmish.org



