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By Joseph Pomper

This is my first column for the newsletter as the
president of Bet Mishpachah so I thought I would
introduce myself. I have been a member of Bet
Mishpachah since 1980 when I moved to DC.
Throughout that time, whether I was in DC or
posted abroad with the Foreign Service, the syna-
gogue was always my “family of choice.”

It is particularly meaningful for me to start my
term during our 50" anniversary year. We have
come a long way since a few people gathered in a
friend’s living room in 1975 to talk about having
Friday night services together. From that small
group of people dreaming about creating some-
thing that had not previously existed in DC, we
have become a vibrant community representing
every component of “LGBTQ+!” From the small
paperback pamphlet we used at services on Friday
nights, we now have our own Siddur and Machzor
that are degenderized and full of meaningful pray-
ers and readings designed by us, for us. We have
historic Torah scrolls and other beautiful religious
ceremonial objects. We are even going to be fea-
tured in an exhibit about the LGBTQ+ Jewish
community in DC opening in May at the Capital
Jewish Museum.

I envision our Golden Anniversary Year to be full
of simchot! The programming committee is al-
ready working on a number of interesting, unusual
and fun programs, such as a lively session of Israe-
li folk dancing on March 21st. They are also set-
ting up a series of high-profile speakers, the first of
which will be a bagel brunch on March 23rd, with
trans author and scholar, Joy Ladin, who will be
speaking to us via Zoom in honor of Transgender

Day of Visibility. The education committee has set up
an exciting series of classes taught by Rabbi Jake. We
are also planning our annual Shabbaton in May where
our scholar-in-residence will be Dr. Harriette Wimms, a
community leader and licensed clinical psychologist.
Of course, we will continue our wonderful weekly Shab-
bat services, as well as observing the Jewish holidays in
true Bet Mishpachah style. Speaking of holidays, we
will be celebrating Purim on March 14th with a holiday-
themed trivia contest that promises to be a lot of fun.
Costumes are welcome but not required! We will be
hosting a World Congress event and Pride Shabbat on
June 6th in honor of World Pride, and we are currently
working on the gala-to-beat-all-galas to be held on Oc-
tober 25th. And this is just a partial list!

The success of all of the above depends on you. The
board cannot do it alone. It really does “take a village”
or in our case, “take a mishpachah,” and I hope that you
will join us in these endeavors. You can contribute to
the extent your time and bandwidth allow. If you could
help us set up one event, let us know. If you would like
to sponsor an Oneg in honor of a birthday, anniversary,
or yartzeit, or for no reason at all, let us know. If you
have an idea for a program or a class, let us know. If
you are not sure whom to contact, my virtual office door
is always open, so please feel free to reach out to me
with your questions, suggestions, or concerns at presi-
dent@betmish.org. I will continue to be in touch via the
newsletter about various aspects of our 50" Anniversary
Simcha Year as the details take shape. Ilook forward to
an incredible year!

Bet Mishpachah
nNown n'a

Washington DC’s Egalitarian Synagogue Embracing a Diversity of Sexual and Gender Identities
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Sh’ma Koleinu

Hear our voices in this our prayer for Your healing.

Heal our bodies Help us to respect them as gifts.
Heal our spirits. Help us to understand their power for good.
Heal our emotions. Help us to express them in creative ways.

Heal our relationships.  Help us grow closer to each other.
Heal our communities.  Help us to care for those who have no
place to go.

Heal our suffering. Help us to know Your presence.

Look with compassion on this gathering of Your people and let Your
love transform our lives.

May anger give way to peace,
despair give way to hope,
and sorrow to joy.

Protect those who are healthy,
and calm those who are afraid.

Give courage to those who suffer,
and comfort those who are dying.

May the One who blessed our ancestors grant continued strength to all
those for whom each day challenges mind, body or spirit.

Shavat Va-Yinafash page 121

Want to help build the family?
The membership committee is looking for help.

The membership committee serves important functions. These include
making sure we have a base of dues paying members to support the
synagogue’s activities; celebrating congregants’ joyful life events
through our monthly Simchat Shabbatot; finding sponsors for Onegs
that provide a focal point for socializing; and helping with our semicen-
tennial celebration of Bet Mishpachah’s founding.

Why help membership? The first 50 years have been great but also we
need new members and new perspectives to ensure we have another 50
years. As a member of the committee, you can help us ensure that
congregants are connected to each other through our synagogue; works
to ensure that their wants and expectations for Bet Mishpachah are
being met; and help us have be a diverse and robust community.

Want to be a part of it? Reach out to Patrick
at membershipdirector@betmish.org
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Follow us on Social Media

Instagram:
@betmishpachah

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/betmish
www.facebook.com/groups/Betmish
(This is a private, monitored group
where you can have conversations
with other mem-
bers).

Youtube:
(@betmishpachah
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Why | Like Purim as a Queer, Secular Jew

by Josh Goodman, 2016

3 Starting this Saturday at sundown is the Jewish holiday of Purim, a
) _ * celebration of Persian Jews’ resilience in the face of an impending
"\‘«%;-.;:' by extermination. Growing up, I always enjoyed the holiday, which
' ’ included costumes and hamentashen (triangular fruit-filled cookies),
but I’ve come to form a deeper appreciation about it as a queer, secular
Jewish adult. Here’s why:

It’s about coming out. As the story of Purim goes, the Persian prime

minister, Haman, wants to hang all of the country’s Jews; the Persian
Queen, Esther, is secretly Jewish, and after much contemplation, decides to tell the King of her identity and
ask that he save the Jewish people, which he does. In revealing her Jewish identity to the King, Esther
essentially comes out. Being queer and being Jewish aren’t the same, but Esther’s courageous decision to
reveal a part of her identity, despite the fact that it may not be well-received, is something many LGBTQ
people can relate to.

It’s about standing up for oneself in the face of oppression. Esther not only states that she is Jewish, but also
behests the King to spare the Jewish people. Her fight for her people is not all too to keep our rights limited.
Passively hoping that rights come our way is less likely to be effective than actively making our case for
why we deserve equal rights and fair treatment. (That said, some people do not feel safe or comfortable
advocating for LGBTQ rights, and that is completely respectable, too.)

Notably, the Book of Esther, from which the story of Purim comes, is the only Jewish religious text in
which the outcomes are solely attributed to human, rather than divine, interventions. Being culturally Jewish
but not religious, I resonate with Purim’s humanistic theme, but regardless of one’s beliefs, the message that
we as humans hold power to confront oppression is an important one.

It’s about bending gender norms. Purim is one of the only traditional Jewish stories in which the hero is a
woman, and both the story itself and modern celebrations are ripe with gender non-normative behavior. An
earlier queen before Esther, Vashti, refuses the King’s demand that she parade herself naked in front of his
drunken friends, defying women’s then-customary obedience. Today, many Jews dress in costume for
Purim, and a substantial number dress in drag, often as characters from the story of Purim. I even recall
seeing my (female) rabbi dressed up as Mordechai, Esther’s uncle, one year.

There are many great aspects of Purim outside of its parallels to LGBTQ experiences. I have fond childhood
memories of making hamentashen, dressing up, and spinning groggers (noisemakers), per tradition, to blot
out the name of the villain Haman whenever it was mentioned. My grown-up understanding of Purim’s
queer and feminist themes merely adds to the joy.

As a bonus, the first LGBTQ-inclusive Jewish children’s book in English, is about Purim. In The Purim
Superhero, a kid named Nate is unsure of whether to dress up for Purim as an alien, as he wishes, or a
superhero, which all of his friends are dressing up as, and relies on the support of his dads to guide him. It
seems fitting that the first LGBTQ-inclusive Jewish kids’ book is about a holiday that is about being true to
oneself.

To all the Jews reading, I wish a chag Purim sameach, or a Happy Purim. Whether gay or straight,
transgender or cis, or anywhere in-between, it is a great occasion to be proud of who we are.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purim
https://www.keshetonline.org/resource/the-purim-superhero/
https://www.keshetonline.org/resource/the-purim-superhero/
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New Classes with Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

winter and spring. These classes are free-standing events. Join us for
one or all.

Civil Disobedience and Judaism — Saturday April 26th, following
services, at 12:30 pm. In person and on Zoom.

Throughout our history, Jews have had to grapple with authorities
whose values and decisions were at odds with our own. There is there-
fore a plethora of discussion in Jewish works from ancient times until now that call on us to do what we
know to be right, even if it goes against what we are told. Let’s look at examples of Jews engaging in civil
disobedience over the years, and figure out what is can mean for us today.

The Intersection of Queerness and Judaism - How Judaism is uniquely able to accommodate queer
identity — Wednesday, May 21st, at 7:30 pm on Zoom.
We’ll hear from our tradition, from recent examples, and from those who have merged their queer identities

with their LGBTQ+ identities. If we let them, one can inform the other and both can become stronger within
us.

The Zoom invitations will appear closer to their dates in the weekly electronic newsletter, on our Facebook
page www.facebook.com/betmish, and our website www.betmish.org. Classes are always free for members

of Bet Mishpachah. There is a suggested donation of $10 for nonmembers which may be made on our web-
site.

Virtual Havdala with Bet Mishpachah

Come end Shabbat with us on Saturday, March 29th, starting at 8:00 pm with Havdala
led by Scott Reiter. We will light the candle, drink the wine, virtually feel the warmth
and say the blessings together. Then there will be an opportunity to schmooze and catch
up. Join us for this meaningful way to begin a new week.

The Zoom meeting number will be posted in our weekly electronic newsletter.

T

m//’ O Book Group meets in March
"PRODIGAL

! The Bet Mishpachah Book Group will meet, on Zoom, Sund
i e Bet Mishpachah Book Group will meet, on Zoom, Sunday,
'CHILDREN ‘March 9th at 4:00 pm, to discuss Prodigal Children in the House of G-d,
N THE by Yermiyahu Ahron Taub.

) Eschewing references to specific locations, this collection of ten interlocking
H{lfit short stories -- loosely divided into two sections, Daughters and Sons -- explores
I} themes of family, community, and exile, largely from an ultra-Orthodox Jewish
|8 | and/or queer perspective. The women and men portrayed in these stories each
A\l | have their own needs and longings, but they also have bearing on each other’s
o R ﬁ stories and on the lives of those around them. They are "prodigal children" be-
‘ s Couse they no longer fit into the social construct of their families. Yearning for
forbidden love, they are rejected by their communities of birth and must take
= steps to reshape their lives in startling ways as they seek personal fulfillment.

All Bet Mish members are welcome to join the discussion. To receive the Zoom link, please
email bookgroup@betmish.org.



https://www.lgbtqinstitute.org/news/2016/1/18/what-is-mlk-jrs-legacy-to-the-lgbt-community
mailto:bookgroup@betmish.org
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Joy Ladin, Transgender Day of Visibility Key-
note Speaker—Sunday, March 23rd

Save the date for a very excit-
ing program with Joy Ladin. Join
us at the EDCJCC for brunch
starting at 11:00 am, with Joy’s
presentation entitled, “Managing
Conflicts Between Religious,
Secular and Nonbinary Forms of
Gender,” following via Zoom at
noon. You may watch with us at the JCC or from
home.

Joy is the author of 12 books, with two new books
slated for release this fall. She is a widely published
essayist and poet, literary scholar, and nationally
known speaker on transgender issues. From 2003 to
2021, she held the David and Ruth Gottesman Chair
in English at Stern College for Women of Yeshiva
University; her gender transition and return to teach-
ing in 2008 made her the first openly transgender em-
ployee of an Orthodox Jewish institution.

Since coming out as transgender in 2008, Joy has
become a nationally recognized speaker on
transgender issues. She has been featured in many Na-
tional Public Radio interviews, most notably “On Be-
ing with Krista Tippett,” which has been rebroadcast
three times, as well as numerous interviews and pro-
files in numerous publications.

Joy holds a Ph.D. in American Literature from
Princeton University, where she was awarded the Por-
ter Ogden Jacobus Fellowship as top graduate student
in the Humanities, an M.F.A. in Creative Writing
from the University of Massachusetts (Amherst), and
a B.A. from Sarah Lawrence College.

We are extremely excited to welcome Joy, a na-
tionally recognized writer and scholar as our first key-
note speaker for our 50th anniversary. Please email
programs@betmish.org if you plan to at-
tend so we ensure that there is adequate ~ ww
food. Registration is also required to re- —

ceive the Zoom link. EDLAVITCH
pcJcc

Put on your Dancing Shoes!
March 21st at 6:30 pm

Dancing affirms who we are and connects us. Plus,
it's great cardio. Join us to learn some Israeli folk
dances from two great teachers. Explore who you
are. Experience others. Make friends. Enjoy the
free food and beverages. You need not be a member
of Bet Mishpachah to attend. We will dance until
Shabbat services start at 8:00 pm. You can stay for
services or be merrily on your way.

If you are coming, let us know by contacting ei-
ther programs@betmish.org or
membershipdirector@betmish.org

ISRAELI
Foulk]
DANCING

o

Bet Mishpachah celebrates
Tu Bi Sh’vat at
4 the
PG Recycling
Center

Israel Up Close: A Conversation with Michael K. Lavers and

Joshua Maxey

Sunday, March 2nd at 11:00 am - virtual only

Join Joshua Maxey, Executive Director of Bet Mishpachah, and
Michael K. Lavers, international news editor of the Washington Blade for a
conversation on their recent trips to Israel and LGBTQ+ life in

Israel post-October 7th.
Zoom link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81031985870



https://onbeing.org/programs/joy-ladin-gender-and-the-syntax-of-being-identity-and-transition/
https://onbeing.org/programs/joy-ladin-gender-and-the-syntax-of-being-identity-and-transition/
mailto:programs@betmish.org
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81031985870
mailto:programs@betmish.org
mailto:membership@betmish.org

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Shevat /Adar 5785 / March 2025

Friday, March 14™ starting at 7:00 pm

Once again, we join together for a

Purim Celebration. Megilla reading, songs, and fun -
we've got it all for you. We'll continue the fun into our
Erev Shabbat service and Oneg. Rabbi Jake will lead
us through the Purim story

with many laughs and irrev-

erence. Refreshments and P

drinks will be available for " g
some extra enj Ty
joyment. o 9
| v'a’ ¥ P Y

Marc Bernstein, in memory of Florene and
Sandor Bernstein

Barry Friedman, in memory of Karen Sorkin

Helaine Zinaman and Patrician Payne, in honor of
Joseph Pomper becoming President

Jocelyn Kaplan, in honor of Joseph Pomper and
the new Board of Directors

Barry Kessler, in honor of Joseph Pomper’s birthday

Gail Simmons, in honor of Alex Carter

Douglas Auerbach

Fran Levey

Michael Constantino

Adrian Shankar

Joseph Pomper, in honor of his special birthday

Mindy Gasthalter, in honor of Installation Shabbat

Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Namon Johnson

Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Karen Sorkin

Deb Hyman and Paula Morris, in honor of
Installation Shabbat

Diane Liff and Georgia Korn, in honor of
Installation Shabbat

Scott Reiter, in honor of Installation Shabbat

Alex Carter, in honor of Installation Shabbat

Ruth Potts, in honor of Installation Shabbat

Devra Floyd
Natasha Kraft, in memory of Sandor and
Florene Bernstein

Joel Martin
Ori Soltes

by Sheri Layton, on 18 February 2025

I want to say a little something to our Bet Mish fami-
ly about our prayer book and just how special it really is.
I remember my first Friday night Shabbat service that I
attended with my dear friend, Annabel Kramer.

Annabel had been telling me for about the LGBTQ+
synagogue that she had been attending and how she and
I should go sometime. I am a student of religion and
have deep knowledge of many religions through my
studies, but experience is priceless. Although I am a
practicing Catholic, who is involved with the LGBTQ+
ministry at Holy Trinity Church, I am also of Jewish
descent. Therefore, | was very interested in coming with
Annabel to Bet Mish for reasons both spiritual and also
to honor my Jewish heritage. We decided to attend Fri-
day Shabbat services at Bet Mishpachah and I have to
say that what I encountered was even more of a gift than
I hoped for.

That first Friday Shabbat service began with us walk-
ing into the room and literally every person there greet-
ing us with a genuinely warm welcome. This alone
moved me as [ have attended church services my whole
life and have never felt more welcome than I did that
night — and I continue to feel that way at each Shabbat
service that we attend. As we walked in for the service,
we were both given a prayer book. As the service began,
I followed along as Rabbi Jake guided us through the
siddur during the service. I also noticed the commentary
in the footnotes of the prayer book. This was no ordi-
nary commentary in the footnotes of a siddur. I noticed
that these footnotes were commentary that was tying in
the scriptures and prayers with the LGBTQ+ communi-
ty. The commentary was making the prayers and scrip-
tures in the siddur relevant to members of the LGBTQ+
community and making the LGBTQ+ community rele-
vant as well. To me, I saw this as a blessing and even
validation of the existence of someone like me. I was so
deeply moved as I have never felt that anywhere else. |
was so moved that I asked Rabbi Jake if I could have
one of the prayer books for my personal collection. |
have many books related to religions but those most
meaningful to me sit on my dresser in my room. Our
prayer book resides in that space on my dresser.

I just wanted to let our Bet Mish family know how
moved I was, and continue to be, by our prayer book. I
continue to be moved by experiencing our synagogue
each visit even more deeply than before. I have become
a member of Bet Mishpachah — an easy decision for me!
Thanking G-d for such a wonderful synagogue in which
each visit is truly nourishment for my soul.
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AR R EEEEEEEEE!

March Birthdays

Mark Agrast
David Brian Esch
Mitchell Haymes
Jennifer Helburn

JonRobert Johnson
Daniel Kaplan
David Kaye
Leonard Kraisel
Davi LaBarre
Alexander Musatov
Liz Olhsson
Marcel Prather
Elaine Raksis
Thomas Sachs
Jordan Schwartz

7922222290
R R R R R R R O R

March Anniversaries

?
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
?
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Elke Martin and Eva Freund
David Kaye and Alexander Musatov

%a@ﬁeh%a%a%a BB B8 BB Br8 6B B8O

Welcome new members
Helaine Zinaman & Patricia Payne
Hannah Carter
Joan Kuriansky

Thank you to our March
Service Leaders
Friday, March 7: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, March 8: Alex Carter and Ruth Potts
(virtual only)

Friday, March 14: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, March 21: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, March 22: Larry Neff with guests Maureen
Mintz and Eldad Ganin
Friday, March 28: TBD
Saturday, March 29: TBD

XX XX XX XX XX 20X XX XX XX KX XX XX XX XX KX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX

EAr Ll
Celebrate Your Joy

Friday, March 21st will be our next "Simchat Shab-
bat," a way in which our members can celebrate togeth-
er. Let us know if you have cause to celebrate in the way
of a birthday, anniversary, or other special occasion and
we will share in your joy each month. A special blessing
will be recited for all those celebrating.

If you would like to help sponsor towards the enhanced
Oneg for that Friday, please let us know. Contact Patrick
at membershipdirector@betmish.org.

SIMCHAT
SHABBAT

Thank You to Our February
Service Leaders

Friday, February 7: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, February 8: Marc Bernstein and

Jeff Burka
Friday, February 14: Vinny Prell, Rabbi Ben Shalva,

with Eryca Kasse
Friday, February 21: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, February 22: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, February 28: Paula Morris and

Louis Blank
XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX KX X XX XX XX KX KX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX

NOVA Chavura reunion

It was a bright Sunday afternoon and nary a cloud in
the sky when more than a dozen people made their way
to the retirement home of Bob Hollis and Don Jewler in
McLean, VA. Some made their way from Springfield,
VA and others from Washington, DC and Shepherd-
stown, WV. Two of Bob and Don's neighbors joined
the party.

As always, food was a main attraction and included
both store-bought and homemade desserts that were all
very yummy. Beverages included a plethora of juices,
coffee and teas.

Seeing members and friends not seen in many
moons was awesome. Some had long since retired from
the Federal government and a few still worked there -
but did not know for how long. Surprisingly, there was
very little talk about the political situation either in this
country or the world. It likely contributed to the light
and cheery atmosphere which was supported by the
huge windows that let the sunshine in. A big Thank You
to Bob & Don for bringing the Bet Mishpachah family
together after a long break.
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to:

Alex Carter and Ruth Potts, on the loss of their mother and mother-in-law, Irene Carter
The family of Jerry Goldberg, long-time member and past president of Bet Mishpachah
Murray Woldman, on the loss of his sister, Karen Sorkin
LySandra Brady and Barbara Goldberg, on the loss of their brother and brother-in-law, Namon Johnson, Jr.

Announced Friday, February 28 (Yartzeits observed February 27-March 6; 29 Sh’vat- 6 Adar)

Mel Blanck, Cousin of Louis Blank February 28

Henry Noretsky, Father of Martin Noretsky February 28
Chantawat Srisuwan, Brother-in-law of David Fox and Robert Margrave February 28
Rosemary Yaco, Aunt of Thomas Sachs February 28

Mickey Casel, Cousin of Larry Neff March 1

Jonathan Greene, Cousin of Thomas Sachs March 1

Lisa Londner, Sister-in-law of Hank Londner March 1

Charles Stewart, Member Bet Mishpachah March 1

Maurice Bernstein, Grandfather of Marc Bernstein March 2 (2 Adar)
Ned Umansky, Uncle of Morris Umansky March 2

Helene Freed, Grandmother of Seymour Stern March 3

Minnie Kasse, Grandmother of Eryca Kasse March 3 (3 Adar)
Arnold Stern, Father of Milton Stern March 3 (3 Adar)
Marlene Meringoff, Cousin of Larry Neff March 4

Rich Widener, Friend of Louis Blank March 4

Jan Ford, Ex-wife of Alex Ford March 5

Grace Garelik, Mother of Glenn Garelik March 5 (5 Adar)
Announced Friday and Saturday, March 7 & 8 (Yartzeits observed March 7-13; 7-13 Adar)
Tom Chase, Friend of Ruth Potts March 7

Mary Koenig, Great Aunt of Sarah Kolick March 8

Charles Most, Grandfather of Morris Umansky March 8

Barbara Kahn, Mother of Jeffrey Kahn March 9

Dora Silber, Grandmother of Frances Sneider March 9

Joseph Gottesman, Grandfather of Andi Kasarsky March 10

Abraham Most, Cousin of Morris Umansky March 10

Dorothy Noretsky, Mother of Martin Noretsky March 10

June Schuetz, Grandmother of Mary Hubbard March 10

Shirley Taylor, Aunt of Warren Snaider March 10 (10 Adar)
Martin Weinstein, Uncle of Stuart Sotsky March 10 (10 Adar)
Janice Valerio, Friend of Robert Margrave and David Fox = March 11
Romayn Bell, Cousin of Morris Umansky March 12

Jerome Menaker, Father of Howard Menaker March 12 (12 Adar)
Dora Reiter, Grandmother of Scott Reiter March 12
Announced Friday, March 14 (Yartzeits observed March 14-20; 14-20 Adar)
Angela Carter, Aunt of Alex Carter March 14

Lori Altman, Aunt of David Fox March 15 (15 Adar)
David Snaider, Uncle of Warren Snaider March 15 (15 Adar)
Cheryl Swannack, Wife of Nancy Polikoff March 15

Beatrice Blank, Grandmother of Louis Blank March 16

Donald Haines, Friend of Eryca Kasse March 16

Norbert Munzer, Cousin of Al Munzer March 16 (16 Adar)
Arthur Magid, Uncle of Carl Spatz March 17 (17 Adar)
Bessie Mannheimer, Mother of Barbara Goldberg March 17 (17 Adar)
Beulah Shippen, Aunt of Theodore Xakellis March 17

Robert Smetana, grandfather of Sarah Kolick March 17

Harriet Behrens, Cousin of Mindy Gasthalter March 18
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Announced Friday, March 14 (Yartzeits observed March 14-20; 14-20 Adar)

Leon Smelo, Uncle of Betty Milgram

Susan Baker, Aunt of Elliott Sprehn

Roy Strassman, Friend of Larry Neff

Adele Weinberg, Mother of Steven Weinberg
Mary Ford, Mother of Alex Ford

Jack Neff, Father of Larry Neff

Bernie Yaseen, Grandfather of Marisa Uchin

March 18
March 19
March 19
March 19
March 20
March 20
March 20

Announced Friday and Saturday, March 21 & 22 (Yartzeits observed March 21-27; 21-27 Adar)

Evelyn Casel, Cousin of Larry Neff
Rhona LaBarre, Wife of Davi LaBarre
Norman Nasinov, Partner of Neal Strauss
Mohr Weber, Grandfather of Denise Leish
Sylvia Youngman, Aunt of Joel Wind
Tom Cattell, Father of Charlotte Scherer

David Grossman, Maternal Grandfather of Joseph Pomper

Jack Halpern, Grandfather of Roger Schechter

Philip Magid, Uncle of Carl Spatz

Augusta Verdin, Grandmother of Catherine Tarabochia
Warren Kramer, Cousin of Anabel Kramer

March 21

March 21

March 21

March 21

March 21 (21 Adar)
March 22

March 22 (22 Adar)
March 22

March 22 (22 Adar)
March 22

March 23

Joseph Lehman, Maternal Grandfather of Michael Hoffman March 23 (23 Adar)

Blanche Stern, Grandmother of Seymour Stern
Stan Schwartz, Friend of Larry Neff

Samuel Spatz, Grandfather of Carl Spatz

Paul Tiggess, Grandfather of Natasha Kraft

March 24
March 25
March 26 (26 Adar)
March 27

Announced Friday, March 28 (Yartzeits observed March 28 — April 3; 28 Adar — 5 Nisan)

Murray Dennis, Cousin of Morris Umansky
Seymour Schechter, Father of Roger Schechter
Gustave Stern, Grandfather of Seymour Stern
Murray Eneman, Grandfather of Jeffrey Berns
Clarence Garelik, Father of Glenn Garelik

Marie Martin, Grandmother of Elke Martin

Esther Potts, Aunt of Ruth Potts

Joseph Rheingold, Grandfather of Mindy Gasthalter
Aaron Rosenberg, Maternal Grandfather of Deb Hyman
Harry Selbin, Grandfather of Denise Leish
Abraham Singer, Grandfather of Michael Singer
Maurice Rosenblatt, Uncle of Alan Carb

March 28
March 28
March 28
March 29 (30 Adar)
March 29 (29 Adar)
March 29
March 29 (29 Adar)
March 29
March 29 (30 Adar)
March 29
March 29
March 30

Marcia LeWinter, California mom and second Mother of Mindy Gasthalter March 31

Ben Mendelson, Uncle of Barry Friedman
Jan Welch, Dear Friend of Maxine Klane

March 31 (2 Nisan)
March 31

Leon Jackson, Partner in a professional dance company of Devra Floyd April 1

Rob Madna, Foster-Brother of Al Munzer
Tom Moffett, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia
Anat Shmueli, Cousin of Michael Singer
Rona Riibner, Cousin of Larry Neff

Corrine Schechter, Mother of Roger Schechter
Seymour Bachman, Father of David Bachman
Ruth Kramer, Mother of Eryca Kasse

April 1 (3 Nisan)
April 1
April 1
April 2
April 2
April 3 (5 Nisan)
April 3
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Shabbat Services

Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our
website for details. The Zoom meeting number will be
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and
Beyond.”

Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of
every month at 10:00 am. Saturday morning services
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.betmish.org/oneg.

Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is
available by sending an email request

to sign(@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks
notice.

Any changes to our regular Shabbat service

schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our
weekly email.

To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date,
location, occasion and number of expected attendees
to executivedirector@betmish.org

Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations

Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:

* World Congress of LGBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah

* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington

* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater
Washington

* Network of Independent Jewish Communities

and Havurot

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff

Coordinator — Liat Novek

Design/Layout — Liat Novek

Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch,
Andrea Jennetta and Elke Martin

Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter

Donations

To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C.
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page
on our web site, www.betmish.org

Death Notices, Bereavement Services

If you are in need of bereavement services or to
announce a death in your family,

email bereavement(@betmish.org.

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter

Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah. The newsletter is
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles,
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of
the month prior to publication to
administrator@betmish.org.

Weekly Email Broadcast

The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast,
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner
organizations. To receive our weekly email newsletter,
send an email to administrator@betmish.org

Congregational Website

Be sure to check out our website

at www.betmish.org with information about our
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites
of interest.

Communications Policy. For questions about our
editorial or advertising policies, send an email
to secretary(@betmish.org

Membership

To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org
Reduced membership is available for new members,
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the
DC metro area.

Address, Phone, and Email Updates
Send your name and old and new information
to membershipdirector@betmish.org

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You

Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim —
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive
the information. Please email us

at BikurCholim@betmish.org.

Women’s Outreach Program

On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 pm

we pour our favorite beverage to go along with our own
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and
conversation. We continue to gather every month both in-
person and virtually. If you have any

questions contact religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and
welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-binary
people.
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DIRECTORY
RABBIS

Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin ... rabbi@betmish.org
Rabbi Bob Saks, EMEritus ..............cviiiiiiiiiiis i rabbibobs@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES

President: Joseph POMPEr ........oouiiiiiiiiiiiiies e president@betmish.org
Treasurer: Douglas Auerbach .............cccccoiiiin i treasurer@betmish.org
Secretary: Barbara Goldberg .......ccoooooiiiiiiiiiiies i, secretary@betmish.org
Communication Committee: .........oooeiiiiiiiies v, communications@betmish.org
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris ......... ...ccccciiiiienieeeniienn, religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
High Holy Days: Paula MOITIS .............uuuiiiiiiis evviiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiinnenns hhd@betmish.org
Liturgy Committee: Scott Reiter ...........ccccccet i liturgy@betmish.org
Religious Affairs Committee: Rachel Hamberger and Marc Bernstein religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Choir: Whitney Babash............ccoooooiiies e, choir@betmish.org
Director of Membership: Patrick DiBattista ....... .......cccccoeeeeiiiiiininn, membershipdirector@betmish.org
Director of Operations: Deborah Hyman............ ... operationsdirector@betmish.org
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator ..................euveeiiies evvviiiiiiiiiiieieeeeennnnnn. oneg@betmish.org
Hospitality Coordinator ..................eveveiiiiiiiiies i, hospitality@betmish.org
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator: Devra Floyd ................... sigh@betmish.org
Director of Programming: Mark Agrast ..........ccc. o, programmingdirector@betmish.org
Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman ...........cc. cocuvvieeiniiiiiiiiiiiiinnnns bookgroup@betmish.org
Programming Committee: Mindy Gasthalter and Barry Friedman..  programs@betmish.org
Director of Community Affairs: Alfredo Gomez .. .........ccccccvvvvviinnnnn. communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Director of Congregational Affairs: Jeffrey Kahn ..........ccccco congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger........................o bereavement@betmish.org
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Noah Wofsy . ........cccccciiiiininnnn. bikurcholim@betmish.org
Cemetery Committee: ROd ROSS ......cooovviiiiies e, cemetery@betmish.org
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ............cccccot i, education@betmish.org
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund ......... ....cccccciiiiiiiiniinnnnnns novachavura@betmish.org
Social Justice: Mary Hubbard.....................eoe. coeiiiiiiieienene... . S0OCHal-action@betmish.org
KeShet RiSING ......cooii e e executivedirector@betmish.org
Bnai ARGVa ............ccoooiiii s executivedirector@betmish.org
STAFF
Executive Director: Joshua Maxey ..........cccccccer voviiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee, executivedirector@betmish.org
Congregational Administrator: Liat Novek.................................... administrator@betmish.org

BOOKKEEPET ... e bookkeeping@betmish.org



