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examples of years when Jews may have found it difficult
by Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin | | to fully rejoice in their Purim Holy Day, but they still

Y ] made Purim as special a day as they could.
W 4 “ I’'m sure you’ve heard the We know Purim also as a day when the world is
L > 4 humorous distillation of turned upside down. Haman’s plans were turned on their
S many Jewish holidays head and the Jews prevailed. This year, at least for a day,
ol P - which goes: They tried to we can turn the world upside ‘down as Well.. When our
nept U kill us, we won, let’s eat. reality is difficult and sad, pained and worrisome, we

This definitely applies to need a day that is none of those things. We need a day
the upcoming Holy Day of Purim, which celebrates a Jewish | | When we can let go of this terrible weight and experience

victory over their would-be genocidal foe, Haman (boo). release and relief. There will be plenty to worry about
We party, we make fun of our enemy, we dress up and rev- || When Purim ends and we take off the costumes. But for
el. Itis a joyous look back at the very scary past, and one one day, let’s celebrate as_lfwe were winning in the way
that we do with a sense of relief that there was a positive that Esther and Mordechai and the Jews of Shushan won.
outcome. How do we celebrate Purim with the same exu- Let’s eat and drink, sing and dance with the knowledge
berance and gleeful abandon when our recent past and cur- that we are here because of many past victories, and be-

rent situation mirrors the middle of the Purim story and not || cause Jews before us celebrated no matter how hard their
the ending? How do we rejoice when October 7th is still a || lives were on other days. We are their legacy, and the
raw wound, when hostages remain in captivity in Gaza, and cclalebratlon of Purim is our inheritance.

when violence and suffering is the reality faced by so many Ruth Langer “Violence and Vengeance: Purim and Good
who call the land between the Jordan River and the Mediter- || Friday,” 2008

ranean Sea home? When the present can be distilled as
“They tried to kill us, they succeeded, and victory is not a Purim Celebration and Spiel 2024 at
given,” how can we embrace the part where we eat and Bet Mishpachah!

i i 9 . .. .
drink, sing and dance? Once again we join together for a Purim Celebration on

b i 1s not the first time that the Jewish communty has | saturday, March 23rd at the EDCICC and online. Fes-
een contiicted about celebrating Furim because of the tivities begin at 7:30 pm. Megilla reading, songs, and a

times they were living through. In fact, for much of Jewish spiel - we've got it all for you. Rabbi Jake will lead us

history, Purim was a Holy Day that saw increased attacks on . : :
D L ) . through the Purim story with many laughs and irrever-
Jewish communities. When Purim fell during Holy Week, ence. Refreshments and drinks will be available for

the week leading up to Easter, Jews living in medieval .
Christian comm%milzies found themselvesgconﬁned to their szome extra Holy I?ay gy [SesmuHCIR e
. ) oom meeting ID: 889 9694 0556
quarters because the passion plays and rituals that recalled
Jesus’ death regularly led to anti-Jewish sentiment and vio-
lence. On Purim, there was a custom amongst Jews to reen-
act Haman’s death by hanging him in effigy. This reenact-
ment eventually led to a blood libel against the Jews of Da-
mascus in 1840, which incorrectly stated that Jews engaged
in ritual murder to recall Haman’s death. The Jews’ oppres-
sors believed that the Jews killed a Christian and then used
the blood in the dough of the triangular cookies that we
know and love." Purim may have looked different in those
years, but it was not cancelled. The Jews in these troubling
situations still found ways to celebrate and continue their
Purim traditions.

There are more recent examples of Jewish pain and
mourning on Purim. In 1996 a Hamas terrorist murdered 13
Israelis and wounded 130 with a suicide vest in Tel Aviv’s
Disengoff Center, part of a series of attacks that month
which killed 60 in total. In 2015 a car ramming attack
wounded five on Purim in Jerusalem. These are just a few

Costumes are welcome, so bring out your inner
Queen Esther or feminist Vashti or wise Mordecai if you
like (or any other character.) Although it has been said
that one should drink so that you don’t know the differ-
ence between “Blessed be Mordechai” and “Cursed be
Haman,” this is not actually a mitzva and we do not rec-
ommend it. Rather, the four mitzvot of Purim are: read-
ing the megilla, eating a festive meal (s'udah), giving
money to the poor (matanot [’evyonim) and giving gifts
of food to friends (mishloach manot).

If you would like to participate in the spiel, please
contact Rabbi Jake at rabbi@betmish.org.

Washington DC’s Egalitarian Synagogue Embracing a Diversity of Sexual and Gender Identities
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What does it mean to say, “G-d is One?”’
It means that the G-d of Americans is the
G-d of Iraqis,

the G-d of Indians is the G-d of Pakistanis-
One G-d cares equally for all of us,

so we would do well to care for each other.

It means that the G-d of humans is the

G-d of cows,

The G-d of those who build factories and drill for oil
is the G-d of trees and birds and fish in the seas,

so we would do well to care for each other.

It means that the G-d whose goodness is revealed by poets
is also served by schoolteachers, athletes, firefighters,
violinists, lawyers, philosophers, weavers.

Indeed, by all who do good in the world,

so we would do well to do good for each other.

It means that all goodness is one and divine
and each spark of goodness must be nurtured,
set free, lifted up and allowed to shine.

We proclaim the one G-d of all goodness,
When we say: “G-d is One.”

Rabbi Robert Saks
Sh’vat Va-Yinafash, page 57

Mindy Gasthalter is a CFP© since 1998. She received
an MBA from Golden Gate University in 1985. Born
and raised outside of New York City, she lived in San
Francisco from 1982 — 1993, until she moved to
Washington, DC. She has been working as a Wealth
Manager for CW Advisors since 2004. Mindy became
involved with Bet Mishpachah in 1996. In 1997, she
served on the board as Director of Membership. In
2001, she served on the board as Treasurer. She was
elected President in 1999 and again in 2019. For many years, Mindy has been
serving as Committee Chair for Social Events. In 2023, Mindy started to ex-
pand her Bet Mishpachah experience by co-leading services.

Page 1:
Remarks from our Rabbi
Purim 2024 at Bet Mishpachah

Page 2:
Words from our Siddur
Meet our Board of Directors

Page 3:
Monthly Drash

Page 4:

Classes with Rabbi Jake
Service Leading Classes
Guest speaker from Sharsheret

Page 5:

Book Group

Brunch and Theater J Outing
Guest speaker from HIAS
Another Museum Trip

Page 6:

President’s remarks
Board of Directors retreat
Admiral Rachel Levine

Page 7:
Wonderful Guest Speakers at
Bet Mishpachah

Page 8:
Donations
Refugee Shabbat remarks

Page 9:

March Birthdays

March Anniversaries

Thank You to our February & March
Service Leaders

Simchat Shabbat

Refugee Shabbat remarks—continued

Pages 9 & 10:
Member Yartzeits

Page 11:
About us

Page 12:
Directory



Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Adar I and Adar II, 5784 / March 2024

How celebrating the Jewish holiday of Purim taught me about queer joy in the apocalypse

By Yael Horowit; March, 2023

As a queer Jewish person, the holiday of Purim is a space for my commu-
nity to celebrate beauty and revelry as a salve for catastrophe. For a long
time, I struggled with the Jewish holiday of Purim. Every winter I want to
curl up, hibernate, and leave the joyfulness for the Spring. Yet every March
when the holiday rolls around, I am pulled out of hiding and reminded of
the power of celebration as an antidote to gloom by brilliant life-affirming
queer Jewish joy.

Jews around the world celebrate Purim by coming together and watch-
ing a play— also known as a spiel that tells the story of how a Queen named
Esther saved the Jewish people of Persia. With the help of her Uncle Mordechai who eavesdrops on the palace
guards and learns of a plot to kill the king and later all of the Jews of Persia, Esther reveals her formerly hidden
Jewish identity, pleads her case, and gets the King on her side. The story also includes: a couple of week-long par-
ties, a 5th century BCE feminist icon named Vashti, and an elaborate beauty pageant.

In the story of Purim, the world gets turned upside down. Generally, Purim is celebrated by a night of intense
revelry, a celebration commemorating cunning and joy in the face of persecution. It’s encouraged to drink so much
that you confuse the hero of the story for the villain and dress in spectacularly gender-bending costumes.

Purim started to make more sense to me when I realized how deeply queer it was. And how as queer Jews, in-
heriting multiple legacies of joy and of trauma, we are intimately familiar with creating celebrations for ourselves
and each other even in the darkest moments. I experienced the queerest version of Purim in a DC smokehouse.

My former-lover-turned-best-friend and I stood in the back room of the bar in identical lavender wigs and pur-
ple lingerie. In an act of femme4femme care, [ helped her get her fake eyelashes on. As a long time member of the
queer Yiddish Burlesque group, the Shmutzik Shmates, I had a little more experience in the falsies department. We
stood there nervously marking out moves for our upcoming debut performance.

We were not preparing for any regular show. This was for the New Synagogue Project Purim Spiel, a retelling
of Purim where the main plot points get reenacted. In lefty Jewish spaces, spiels often add a modern and political
reinterpretation to the story while adding in clever and timely jokes. When it comes to Purim spiels the flashier,
the better.

It was March of 2020 and outside the door, hundreds of people were sanitizing their hands, discussing the con-
fusing rumors of a new virus in hushed, worried voices, and waiting to see a series of burlesque and drag interpre-
tations of the Purim story.

Dancing onstage in lingerie at a Jewish community event was daunting at first. While I had never felt unwel-
come in Jewish spaces as a queer person, I had also never felt encouraged to center the explicitly erotic and flam-
boyant dimensions of my queerness. As I planned the 2020 Purim Spiel and prepared my performances, I won-
dered “Would it be too much? Would it feel out of place to have the story told entirely by drag and burlesque
acts?” But at the end of each performance that night, the audience roared. People were enthralled to see the story
interpreted this way.

I couldn’t tell whether we were celebrating Purim or queerness, but it didn’t really matter. At that moment,
they felt like the same thing. For me, Purim and queerness are both about trying to figure out who you are, like
when Vashti asserts her boundaries by saying no to dancing naked in front of the King. Or when Mordechai looks
out for his people. Or when Esther makes a life-saving confession about her identity.

The 2020 Purim Spiel was the last in person event we would all go to for a long time. In the years that have
followed, I have organized spiels and dance parties on zoom, and made video art instead of live performances.
Queer Jews have thrown outdoor and distanced Purim parades, created Purim-themed zines, and have tried to fig-
ure out what it means to keep each other safe in terrifying times while also making space for joy. It has truly felt
like the world had been turned upside down. I have felt like the sparkly parts of myself were dimmed, many of us
were and are deep in survival mode through a pandemic that millions of people did not survive.

Every year, Purim comes around to remind me, right at the time of the pandemic anniversary, of the capacity
(and the responsibility) of communities to connect and celebrate. Since March 2020, our adapted celebrations have
allowed us to express and experience our passionate longing for a more joyful world in the face of apocalypse.
Queer people have long understood the importance of joy, beauty, and revelry as a salve for catastrophe.

Over the course of history, queers and Jews, and queer Jews, have figured out ways to love each other and take
care of each other when it feels like the world is ending. Purim as a queer holiday has taken on a new poignant
meaning for me in a world drowning in the immense grief, loss and isolation brought about by multiple compound-
ing pandemics. The spirit of Purim, too, is about raucous, joyous, fabulous celebration in the face of adversity.
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Spring Classes with Rabbi Jake

Rabbi Jake will be teaching two more classes this spring. These classes are
free-standing events. Join us for one or all.

Creating a Values-Based Jewish Food Ethic - Saturday, April 13th, fol-
lowing services, at 12:30 pm, in person and on Zoom.

It comes as no surprise that Jews care a lot about food, and that our tradition
has a lot to say about what we eat and when. From Biblical times, our reli-
gion has sought to further our connection to the Holy One by instructing us
regarding eating and drinking - things we do several times a day. Beyond
the question of Kashrut, what would it look like to eat and drink in holy ways that helped us live our values? We’ll
explore ideas of buying, cooking, and eating according to the virtues we espouse, and discuss how we might better live
according to our ideals.

Queer Jewish Theology - Wednesday, May 22nd, at 7:30 pm on Zoom.

We’ll join as a group to learn from some contemporary Queer Jewish thinkers. We’ll learn what they have to teach
about ways in which their queerness influences their readings of Jewish text and their conceptions of the Holy One and
how that being/force relates to our world and to us. We’ll even examine excerpts from our very own siddur and mach-
zor to better understand how an LGBTQ+ congregation can express identity and understanding of God in prayer.

Classes are always free for members of Bet Mishpachah. There is a suggested donation of $10 for nonmembers which
may be made on our website.

Service Leader Training

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to co-lead or lead a service at Bet Mish-
pachah? Maybe you would like to write a drash or lead a Torah discussion on Shabbat
morning? Are you currently a leader or have been in the past and want to enhance your
skills and share your knowledge? Here is your opportunity.

All classes are for leaders of all levels. Even if you are not ready now, these classes
will help your skills or find someone with whom you can co-lead. The Rabbi will be hold-
ing a four part class series on service leading. All classes will start at 7:30 pm. The classes
will be held via Zoom and may also have an in-person component. If you have any ques-
tions and/or would like to sign up, please email Paula Morris at Religiousaffairsdirec-
tor(@betmish.org

Tuesday, March 19" - How to write a drash— How to prepare a Torah study
Tuesday, May 21* - How to write Kavanot, introductions to prayers
Thursday, June 20™ - Learn current and new melodies for our prayers

Details for each class and Zoom links will be published in our weekly newsletter, “This Week and Beyond.”
All are welcome.

Guest Speaker for World Cancer Day

B story was very moving and personal, and she shared why advocating for your-
. & self is so important and the increased risk that Ashkenzi Jews have due to their
- greater potential (one in forty vs. one in 400 for the general population) for car-
N rying the BRAC gene mutation. Thirty out of 100 women who carry the
SR BRACI or BRAC2 gene will develop breast or ovarian cancer by the time they
are 70. Thank you Marla, for a most informative evening.
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Next Book Group Discussion

The Bet Mishpachah Book Group will meet via Zoom, Sun-
day, March 10th, starting at 4:00 pm, to discuss The Heaven &
Earth Grocery Store, by James McBride. Named best book of
the year (2023) by NPR/Fresh Air, the Washington Post, New
Yorker magazine, this novel explores themes of community,
survival, and justice.

Because the novel involves a mystery, the following descrip-
tion provides only a “barebones” plot summary: Set in the
Chicken Hill neighborhood of a small city in eastern Pennsyl-
vania, in June 1972, workers digging
foundations for a new development find
a skeleton at the bottom of a well; the
next day, Hurricane Agnes destroys all
evidence of any murder. Who the skele-
ton was and how it got there are long-
held secrets kept by the residents of
Chicken Hill. The storyline then bends
back to 1925, when a theater manager
named Moshe Ludlow marries Chona,
the youngest daughter of Rabbi Flohr.

The novel then relates a series of events
occurring over several years. As Moshe and Chona reside in
the Chicken Hill neighborhood, Moshe integrates his theater
and Chona owns and runs the Heaven & Earth Grocery Store.
When state government officials seek to institutionalize Dodo,
a 12-year-old Black boy they have branded as “deaf and
dumb” and who, after the recent death of his mother is living
with his aunt and uncle, Addie and Nate Timblin, Chona and
Nate, the janitor at Moshe’s theater and the unofficial leader of
the Black community on Chicken Hill, work together trying to
keep the boy safe.

A harrowing series of events then follow that involve several
characters other than the aforementioned. When the truth is
finally revealed about what happened in Chicken Hill and the
part played by the town’s white establishment, the author
shows us that even in dark times, it is love and community -
heaven and earth - that sustain us.

All are welcome to join the discussion. To receive the Zoom link,
please email bookgroup@betmish.org.

Brunch and Theater Outing with
Theater J’s Artistic Dlrector

Please join us on
Sunday, April 7th for
brunch at the EDCJCC at
12:00 pm with Theater
J’s Artistic Director, Hay-
ley Finn, followed by the
world premiere of Hester
Street at 2:00 pm in the — '

Goldman Theater on the second ﬂoor ThlS is the the-
atrical adaptation of the 1975 film by Joan Micklin
Silver and marks the largest production Theater J’s
stage has seen in years. Hester Street depicts the up-
lifting journey of Gitl, a young J ewish immigrant
from Eastern Europe, Who arrives with her son to
meet her husband, Jake, in the tumult of the late-19"
century Lower East Slde Separated from his wife
and the provincial limitations of his upbringing, Jake
has fully embraced his new American Life, one that
has little in common with Gitl’s old-time ways.

Faced with the disintegration of her marriage in a
world she can barely comprehend, Gitl must find her
voice, protect her son and redefine her identity. A
deeply moving new stage adaptation by Sharyn Roth-
stein featuring songs by Broadway’s Joel Waggoner
and directly by Oliver Butler, Theater J is amassing a
nationally renowned team of artists. This production
is being produced in association with New York based
producers Michael Rabinowitz and Ira Deutchman,
Hester Street is an unforgettable show awash in the
humor, heartbreak and hope essential to the Jewish
immigrant experience.

Use the code BETMISH18 to purchase tickets

and you will receive an 18% discount. Please RSVP
to if you plan to attend the
brunch so we can plan accordingly.

NATIONAL
MUSEUMN
OF WONENR
IN THE ARTS

Another Wonderful Museum Trip

be purchased online.

Join us as we head to the newly renovated National Museum of Women in the Arts, on Sunday,
March 10", at 1250 New York Avenue NW at 11:00 am followed by lunch at Au Bon Pain, 700 13th
Street, NW (a .3 mile walk from the museum). This will be a self-guided tour of the museum. Tickets can

The cost of entry to the museum is $16/person, $13/DC residents and those 70+.
Please email mgasthalter@gmail.com if you plan to attend.

|
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President’s Monthly
: Prose

I am takmg this opportunity
to apprlse you of the current

_ of Directors is engaged. My

; : hope is that you will be mo-
tlvated to support us as we continue to keep our house
in order. Please know you are always invited to our
monthly Board meetings. Also, I hope you will take
advantage of the opened channel of communication
available to you for your questions and comments
which can be emailed to me at
president@betmish.org.

In January, the entire Board and our three profession-
als participated in an in-person professionally facilitat-
ed retreat. We spent five hours combing through our
Strategic Plan, sharing with each other our wildest de-
sires for changes in our Procedures and Policy Guide-
lines, reviewed the bylaws for areas which need to be
modified and most importantly updated how are we
going to better engage with our congregation. Each
director and professional left our retreat fully charged
and holding a fist full of action steps. These cannot be
completed without your help.

Here are our current needs: 1) Volunteer Coordinator,
2) Hospltahty Committee Chair and 3) Chair for the
50™ Anniversary year celebration. Not a short order.
Yet, I’'m hopeful some of you will rise to the occasion.
We all work very hard for our beloved Bet Mish. Bet
Mishpachah needs more thought partners and doers.
You have an entire Board at your disposal who will
support you.

Last month, our new Board of Directors spent the
better part of a day learning how to best guide Bet
Mishpachah into the new year and beyond. It was a
very productive day, partly facilitated by Jackie and
Sara from Gather DC. We look forward to serving
you throughout the year and enhancing our own Bet
Mishpachah community.

SMITH KOGOD
Y CHILDHOOD, YOUT
MIREWINZ

EA
AN

Save the Date: Sunday, April 14th at the EDCJCC
will be the 2024 Rainbow Seder, led by Rabbi Atara
Cohen. More details to come.

Sunday,

Be back next month, Deb Hyman March 31st,
starting at 11:30
Rachel L. Levine, M.D. Admiral, Assistant Secretary for Health, am in observance
Department of Health and Human Services of Transgender
Admiral Rachel L. Levine serves as the 17th Assistant Secretary for Health for the U.S. Day of Visibility

Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and the head of the U.S. Public
Health Service Commissioned Corps. She fights every day to improve the health and
well-being of all Americans. She’s working to help our nation overcome the COVID-

19 pandemic and build a stronger foundation for a healthier future - one in which every
American can attain their full health potential. ADM Levine’s storied career, first, as a
physician in academic medicine, focused on the intersection between mental and physi-
cal health, treating children, adolescents, and young adults. Then as Pennsylvania’s
Physician General and later as Pennsylvania’s Secretary of Health, she addressed
COVID-19, the opioid crisis, behavioral health and other public health challenges.

This program will not be live-streamed but only in person at the EDCJCC. Refresh-
ments will be served.
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Wonderful Guest Speakers at Bet Mishpachah

After services on Friday, March 8
Bet Mishpachah is looking forward to
welcoming "Hensch" Henschel from

\ LGBTQ organization Keshet. Keshet
| is an organization that works for the
full equality of all LGBTQ Jews and
their families in Jewish life. Keshet
strengthens Jewish communities by
equipping them with the skills and
knowledge to build LGBTQ-affirming
communities, create spaces in which LGBTQ youth feel seen
and valued, and advance LGBTQ rights nationwide. Founded in
1996 as a small, volunteer-run group in Greater Boston by Jona-
than Krasner and Jared Goldfarb, Keshet is now a national or-
ganization with offices in the Bay Area, Chicago, DC, and New
York, in addition to its headquarters in Boston. It is the only
organization in the U.S. that works for LGBTQ equality in all
facets of Jewish life — synagogues, Hebrew schools, day
schools, youth groups, summer camps, social-service organiza-
tions and other communal agencies. Keshet has developed the
leadership of LGBTQ Jewish teens, trained Jewish educators to
prevent anti-LGBTQ bullying and celebrate LGBTQ Jewish
identity, and mobilized Jewish communities to protect marriage
equality and transgender rights.

Hensch brings their background in advancing Jewish life to be
more equitable for all to their work as Keshet’s Associate Direc-
tor of Cohort Learning. Prior to coming to Keshet, Hensch
worked for Hillel International as their Manager for Engagement
and Wellness, where they developed numerous cohorts for Hillel
International professional and college students that focused on
disability inclusion, mental health, and LGBTQ+ inclusion.
Hensch currently lives in Washington, DC with their partner
where they like to spend their free time tending to their many
house plants and exploring the great city of Washington, DC.

The anxieties
of growing old
when youre LGBTQ

From 1:00 - 4:00 pm on Sunday,
March 17th, at the EDCJCC, Bet
Mishpachah will be convening a
panel for a discussion about the
many programs and activities in
the DMV available to an aging
population. The panelists will
include representatives from
SAGE, JSSA, the Dupont Circle and Capital Hill Villages,
DC Office on Aging and Community Living, DC Center,
Silver Circles, and Seabury Resources. There will be an
opportunity for the attendees to learn about the organiza-
tions and to pose questions to the panelists. There is a sug-
gested donation of $5.00. In light of space considerations,
we are asking everyone interested in attending the panel to
register in advance on Eventbrite at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/panel-discussion-on-aging-while-
lgbtg-tickets-830422675577?
utm_experiment=test share listing&aff=ebdsshios.

@

Refreshments will be served.

After services on Friday, March 15th, we are pleased to an-
nounce that Erin Wheeler, Executive Director of SMYAL
(Supporting and Mentoring Youth Advocates and Leaders), will
be addressing the congregation about SMY AL's activities. The
synagogue maintains a relationship with SMY AL via the Queen
Esther Fund.

In 1984, local youth service professionals and community activ-
ists organized a conference on lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender youth issues after an LGBTQ-identifying youth was
hospitalized. Through this conference, advocates founded

SMY AL to meet the needs of LGBTQ youth in the Washington
D.C. metropolitan area. Through youth leadership, SMYAL cre-
ates opportunities for LGBTQ youth to build self-confidence,
develop critical life skills, and engage their peers and community
through service and advocacy. Committed to social change,

SMY AL builds, sustains, and advocates for programs, policies,
and services that LGBTQ youth need as they grow into adult-
hood.

Erin Whelan (she/her) comes to SMYAL with nearly 20 years of
experience in nonprofit management, cultivating teams, program
development and oversight, and community collaboration. She
shows up in relationship to the work through her life experiences
as a Taurus, licensed therapist, queer woman, mother and friend
who loves red wine, to laugh until her sides hurt, travel, and time
spent with chosen family.

We are pleased to announce that following services on
Friday, April 5th, the CEO of the Jerusalem Open House
(JOH), Nilli Maderer, will be addressing the congregation.
She will speak about the JOH's work and the challenges that
they and the LGBTQ community

are facing during these difficult ‘

times. The JOH, founded in & :
1997, currently provides services [ | ‘
in three areas: 1) services for the NIN9N N'an
community, including a clinic; goiall el

2) community activities, includ- JetusalerOpen Houise

ing youth groups and activities

for adults; and 3) advocacy activ-

ities. There will be a Q&A session after Nilli's presentation.

The Queen Esther Fund is an annual Purim collection
going to a worthy Jewish or LGBTQ organization. In
the past, we have given our donations to organizations
such as SAGE, OutServe, HIAS and Spectrum. This
year, we will be collecting for SMYAL and the Jerusa-
lem Open House, as part of the first year of our multi-
year giving. Friday, March 15th we will have a speaker
from SMYAL and Friday, April 5th we will have a guest
speaker from Jerusalem Open House telling us about the
great work both these organizations do.

Donations can be made through our website:
www.betmish.org/donate.
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January Donations
We appreciate the generosity of our

members and friends, and recognize them

for their support.

Joel and Murray Woldman Kiddush and
Oneg Fund

Marlene Cohen and Beverly Nissenbaum, in honor

of the New Board Installaton

Marlene Cohen, in memory of her mother,
Adele Cohen

Al Munzer and Joel Wind, in honor of the
New Board Installation

Alfredo Gomez and Patrick DiBattista, in honor of

Joe Pomper’s birthday
Fran Sneider and Beth Cohen, in honor of
Joe Pomper’s birthday

Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund
Devra Floyd
Rod Ross, in memory of Anne Ross

Operating Fund
Dena Lebowitz
David Schwarz
Michael Singer
Mitchell Haymes, in honor of the new Board of
Directors
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Josh’s grandfa-
ther
Mindy Gasthalter, in honor of the conversion of
Alfredo Gomez and Patrick DiBattista
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Hazel Groman
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Sandy
and Florene Bernstein
Elke Martin and Eva Freund, in memory of
Sandy and Florene Bernstein
Cheryl Kraft, in memory of Sandy
and Florene Bernstein
Daniel Najjar, in memory of Allan Armus
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From Refugee
Shabbat

Refugee Shabbat with Rachel Levitan from HIAS

In honor of Refugee Shabbat, now in its sixth year, Bet Mishpa-
chah welcomed Rachel Levitan, Chief Global Policy and Advocacy
Officer at HIAS. Here are some excerpts from her powerful talk:

“We are now facing the worst refugee crisis in recorded history.
There are currently over 110 million displaced people in the world,
with over 30 million refugees worldwide.

Closer to home, the US asylum system has been under strain for
decades. More than 800,000 applied for asylum last year, up more
than 60% from the year before, on top of more than two million
waiting on their asylum claims. Yet there are fewer than 1,500 judg-
es and asylum officers. Despite promises at the start of his admin-
istration, President Biden has taken increasingly hardline positions
against asylum seekers arriving at the border, including in an an-
nouncement just last week about legislation that could give him
“emergency authority to shut down the border when it becomes
overwhelmed.” By contrast, this Administration has committed to
bring in 125,000 refugees this fiscal year, the highest number in dec-
ades, and one that resettlement agencies are struggling to fulfill with
limited resources.

HIAS has been working to address refugees’ needs for more
than 120 years. While founded to welcome Jewish refugees to Amer-
ica, we now work across the US and in more than 25 other countries,
providing vital services to displaced populations of all faiths so they
can rebuild their lives. We also engage in advocacy around the world
to change the narrative about the value of refugees to communities,
and advance policies that provide them with rights and protection.
We focus on four key areas, including legal protection, mental health
support, prevention and response to gender-based violence, and eco-
nomic inclusion.

Across our programs in the US and internationally, we seek to
recognize and support refugees of all backgrounds and experiences.
Perhaps because of our Jewish history, we are keenly attuned to the
needs of persecuted minorities, and have been actively working to
provide welcome and support to LGBTQ+ refugees for two decades.

This Shabbat we read from parshat Yitro, which raises an inter-
esting connection to the experience of LGBTQ+ refugees persecuted
and forced from home because of who they are and whom they love.
Yitro is one of two parshiot that introduce the Ten Commandments.

Often thought of as the source of the highest moral teachings in
Judaism, the Ten Commandments are difficult to question. As David
Katznelson shared in a commentary for Keshet, the fifth command-
ment, “honor thy mother and father,” (kabed et avicha ve et amicha)
poses particular challenges. How can we honor a parent, he asks,
who has refused to accept us for who we are? In Katznelson’s read-
ing, the Kaf Bet in “kabed/kavod” or honor, is related to the Kaf Bet
in “kaved,” or heavy. Thus, the commandment can be read as “be
intensive about giving your parents proper weight; do not treat them
lightly.” So, if your parents have treated you well, do not take this
for granted. But on the other hand, if they have rejected or hurt you,
do not treat this lightly and take the steps you need to correct this
damage and make yourself whole.

This framing resonates with the work that HIAS seeks to do
globally — help to make LGBTQ+ refugees feel whole. It also gives
us the opportunity to reflect on the experiences of LGBTQ+ refugees
around the world who flee parents, communities, and countries, who
not only refuse to accept them for who they are, but actively seek to
exclude, shame, criminalize, harm, and even kill them. HIAS has
been working for close to two decades to welcome and support
LGBTQ+ refugees both around the world, and here in the US

For more than 10 years, our legal team in Tel Aviv has support-
ed gay and transgender refugees to secure legal protection, social
assistance, and resettlement. Last year we assisted more than 100
from Sudan, Eritrea, Sri Lanka, Nigeria, Uganda, Georgia, and the
West Bank and Gaza. Continued on page 9
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Celebrate Your Joy

Friday, March 22nd will be our next "Simchat
Shabbat," a way in which our members can celebrate
together. Let us know if you have cause to celebrate
in the way of a birthday, anniversary, or other spe-
cial occasion and we will share in your joy each
month.

The Board of Directors is sponsoring the Oneg Shab-
bat in honor of Joshua Maxey and Liat Novek A spe-
cial blessing will be recited for all those

celebrating.

If you would like to help sponsor towards the en-
hanced Oneg for that Friday, please let us

know. Contact Liat at administrator@betmish.org.

SIMCHAT
SHABBAT

Friday, March 1: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, March 8: Paula Morris and
Robyn Helzner
Saturday, March 9: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, March 15: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, March 22: Mindy Gasthalter and
Larry Neff
Saturday, March 23: TBD
Friday, March 29: TBD
XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX

Friday, February 2: Eryca Kasse and
James Radack
Friday, February 9: Louis Blank and
Rabbi Ben Shalva with Eryca Kasse on
percussion
Saturday, February 10: Marc Bernstein and
Jeff Burka
Friday, February 16: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, February 23: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, February 24: Rabbi Jake
Singer-Beilin

XX X XX XX X XX XX X XX XX XX XX XX XX X XX XX X XX XX XX XX XX XX

Remarks from Refugee Shabbat, continued from page 8

Particularly sensitive is our work with LGBTQ+ Palestinians.
We work closely with partners Agudat-Israel LGBT Task-
force and Al-Bayt Al-Mokhtalef, an NGO supporting the
Arab LGBTQ+ community in Israel. Last year, we success-
fully won a milestone case granting LGBTQ+ Palestinians
fleeing persecution or trafficking the right to work, opening
the door to health care and residency permits. Since October,
conditions for LGBTQ+ Palestinians in Israel have deterio-
rated. Some with residence permits have been returned to the
West Bank and Gaza. HIAS Israel has intervened to prevent
two deportations, both gay men who had sustained life
threatening injuries from their families. How can you get
involved?
e  Learn more about the global displacement crisis, and
what Judaism has to say about welcoming strangers, refugees
and displaced people.
e Advocate: HIAS advocates meet directly with members
of Congress to impress upon them the urgency of ensuring
the rights, safety, and dignity of refugees, asylum seekers,
and those with humanitarian parole. Send a letter, sign a peti-
tion, or call your lawmaker to advocate for policies that pro-
tect these communities.
e Volunteer: Whether you are an experienced educator or
attorney, have language skills, or are interested in sharing
what you love about your community with newcomers, we
invite you to learn more about volunteer opportunities.
e  Donate: make a gift to help support displaced people
around the world rebuild their lives in safety and dignity.”
For more information, please visit HIAS’s website:

www.hias.org.
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to:

Marc Bernstein and Jeff Burka on the loss of their mother and mother-in-law and Bet Mishpachah
member, Florene Bernstein

Member Yartzeits

Announced Friday, March 1 (Yartzeits observed March 1 - 7; 20-27 Adar I)

Mickey Casel, Cousin of Larry Neff March 1

Jonathan Greene, Cousin of Thomas Sachs March 1

Lisa Londner, Sister-in-law of Hank Londner March 1

Sylvia Youngman, Aunt of Joel Wind March 1 (21 Adar 1)

Philip Magid, Uncle of Carl Spatz March 2 (22 Adar 1)

Ned Umansky, Uncle of Morris Umansky March 2

Helene Freed, Grandmother of Seymour Stern March 3

Joseph Lehman, Maternal Grandfather of Michael Hoffman = March 3 (23 Adar 1)
Marlene Meringoff, Cousin of Larry Neff March 4

Rich Widener, Friend of Louis Blank March 4

Jan Ford, Ex-wife of Alex Ford March 5

Tom Chase, Friend of Ruth Potts March 7

Announced Friday and Saturday, March 8 & 9 (Yartzeits observed March 8-14; 28 Adar I- Adar Il)
Mary Koenig, Great Aunt of Sarah Kolick March 8

Charles Most, Grandfather of Morris Umansky March 8

Clarence Garelik, Father of Glenn Garelik March 9 (29 Adar I)

Charles Stewart, member Bet Mishpachah March 9

Barbara Kahn, Mother of Jeffrey Kahn March 9

Esther Potts, Aunt of Ruth Potts March 9 (29 Adar I)

Dora Silber, Grandmother of Fran Sneider March 9
Murray Eneman, Grandfather of Jeffrey Berns March 10 (30 Adar I)
Joseph Gottesman, Grandfather of Andi Kasarsky March 10

Abraham Most, Cousin of Morris Umansky March 10

Dorothy Noretsky, Mother of Martin Noretsky March 10

James Olson, Partner of Jerald Goldberg March 10

Aaron Rosenberg, Maternal Grandfather of Deb Hyman = March 10 (30 Adar)
June Schuetz, Grandmother of Mary Hubbard March 10

Janice Valerio, Friend of Robert Margrave and David Fox March 11

Romayn Bell, Cousin of Morris Umansky March 12

Dora Reiter, Grandmother of Scott Reiter March 12

Angela Carter, Aunt of Alex Carter March 14
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Announced Friday, March 15 (Yartzeits observed March 15-21; 5-11 Adar Il)

Grace Garelik, Mother of Glenn Garelik March 15 (5 Adar II)
Cheryl Swannack, Wife of Nancy Polikoff March 15

Beatrice Blank, Grandmother of Louis Blank March 16

Donald Haines, Friend of Eryca Kasse March 16

Beulah Shippen, Aunt of Theodore Xakellis March 17

Robert Smetana, Grandfather of Sarah Kolick March 17

Harriet Behrens, Cousin of Mindy Gasthalter March 18

Leon Smelo, Uncle of Betty Milgram March 18

Susan Baker, Aunt of Elliott Sprehn March 19

Roy Strassman, Friend of Larry Neff March 19

Adele Weinberg, Mother of Steven Weinberg March 19

Mary Ford, Mother of Alex Ford March 20

Jack Neff, Father of Larry Neff March 20

Bernie Yaseen, Grandfather of Marisa Uchin March 20

Evelyn Casel, Cousin of Larry Neff March 21

Rhona LaBarre, Wife of Davi LaBarre March 21

Norman Nasinov, Partner of Neal Strauss March 21

Mohr Weber, Grandfather of Denise Leish March 21
Announced Friday and Saturday, March 22 and 23 (Yartzeits observed March 22 - 28; 12-18 Adar Il)
Tom Cattell, Father of Charlotte Scherer March 22

Jack Halpern, Grandfather of Roger Schechter March 22

Jerome Menaker, Father of Howard Menaker March 22 (12 Adar II)

Augusta Verdin, Grandmother of Catherine Tarabochia March 22
Blanche Stern, Grandmother of Seymour Stern March 24

Stan Schwartz, Friend of Larry Neff March 25

David Snaider, Uncle of Warren Snaider March 25 (15 Adar II)

Paul Tiggess, Grandfather of Natasha Kraft March 27

Murray Dennis, Cousin of Morris Umansky March 28

Seymour Schechter, Father of Roger Schechter March 28

Gustave Stern, Grandfather of Seymour Stern March 28

Announced Friday, March 29 (Yartzeits observed March 29 — April 4; 19-25 Adar Il)
Marie Martin, Grandmother of Elke Martin March 29

Joseph Rheingold, Grandfather of Mindy Gasthalter March 29

Harry Selbin, Grandfather of Denise Leish March 29

Abraham Singer, Grandfather of Michael Singer =~ March 29
Henrietta Goldberg, Mother of Jerald Goldberg March 30

Maurice Rosenblatt, Uncle of Alan Carb March 30

Marcia LeWinter, California mom and second mother of Mindy Gasthalter =~ March 31
Jan Welch, dear Friend of Maxine Klane March 31

David Grossman, Maternal Grandfather of Joseph Pomper April 1 (22 Adar II)
Leon Jackson, Partner in a professional dance company of Devra Floyd April 1
Tom Moffett, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia April 1

Anat Shmueli, Cousin of Michael Singer April 1

Rona Riibner, Cousin of Larry Neff April 2

Corrine Schechter, Mother of Roger Schechter April 2

Ruth Kramer, Mother of Eryca Kasse April 3

Stephen Lee, Spouse of David Schwarz April 4

Edward Roberts, Grandfather of Alan Carb April 4
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Shabbat Services

Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our
website for details. The Zoom meeting number will be
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and
Beyond.”

Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of
every month at 10:00 am. Saturday morning services
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.betmish.org/oneg.

Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is
available by sending an email request

to sign(@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks
notice.

Any changes to our regular Shabbat service

schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our
weekly email.

To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date,
location, occasion and number of expected attendees
to administrator@betmish.org

Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations

Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:

* World Congress of LGBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah

* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington

* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater
Washington

* Network of Independent Jewish Communities

and Havurot

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff
Coordinator — Liat Novek

Design/Layout — Liat Novek

Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch
and Elke Martin

Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter

Donations

To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C.
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page
on our web site, www.betmish.org

Death Notices, Bereavement Services

If you are in need of bereavement services or to
announce a death in your family,

email bereavement(@betmish.org.

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter

Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah. The newsletter is
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles,
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of
the month prior to publication to
administrator@betmish.org.

Weekly Email Broadcast

The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast,
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner
organizations. To receive our weekly email newsletter,
send an email to administrator@betmish.org

Congregational Website

Be sure to check out our website

at www.betmish.org with information about our
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites
of interest.

Communications Policy. For questions about our
editorial or advertising policies, send an email
to secretary(@betmish.org

Membership

To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org
Reduced membership is available for new members,
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the
DC metro area.

Address, Phone, and Email Updates
Send your name and old and new information
to membershipdirector@betmish.org

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You

Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim —
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive
the information. Please email us

at BikurCholim@betmish.org.

Women’s Outreach Program

On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 we pour
our favorite beverage to go along with our own

dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and
conversation. We continue to gather virtually every week
and may try an in-person option soon. If you have any
questions contact programmingdirector(@betmish.org
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and
we welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-
binary people.
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DIRECTORY
RABBIS

Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin ... rabbi@betmish.org
Rabbi Bob Saks, EMEritus ..............cviiiiiiiiiiis i rabbibobs@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES

President: Deborah Hyman ...........ccccocon v president@betmish.org
Treasurer: Douglas Auerbach .............cccccoiiiin i treasurer@betmish.org
Secretary: Barbara Goldberg .......ccoooooiiiiiiiiiiies i, secretary@betmish.org
Communication Committee: .........oooeiiiiiiiies v, communications@betmish.org
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris ......... ...ccccciiiiienieeeniienn, religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
High Holy Days: Paula MOITIS .............uuuiiiiiiis evviiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiinnenns hhd@betmish.org
Liturgy Committee: Scott Reiter ...........ccccccet i liturgy@betmish.org
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris...... ....ccccccvviiiiiiiiinnnnns religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Director of Membership: Mindy Gasthalter ....... ....cccccccviiieiiiiiniinnnn, membershipdirector@betmish.org

Director of Operations: Kasey Bigsby................ ..........oe.o.o......... Operationsdirector@betmish.org

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator ..................ueeeeueies evvevieenneennneeeennnnnnnnn. oneg@betmish.org
Hospitality Coordinator ..................eveveiiiiiiiiies i, hospitality@betmish.org
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator: Devra Floyd ................... sighn@betmish.org
Director of Programming: Joseph Pomper......... cccccccovvviiiiiiiiinnnnnn. programmingdirector@betmish.org
Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman .............. voveeviiieniieeeiieeiiiinn, bookgroup@betmish.org
Programming Committee: Joseph Pomper..... .....cccccvvvviiiiinnnnnnnnns programs@betmish.org
Director of Community Affairs: Alfredo Gomez .. .........ccccccvvvvviinnnnn. communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Director of Congregational Affairs: Jeffrey Kahn ..........ccccccoi congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger........................o bereavement@betmish.org
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Barbara Lewis .............ccccccuuuee. bikurcholim@betmish.org
Cemetery Committee: ROd ROSS .........ocevviiies vt cemetery@betmish.org
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ............cccccot i, education@betmish.org
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund ......... ....cccccciiiiiiiiniinnnnnns novachavura@betmish.org
Social Justice: James Radack....................eees ceceieieiiiienneeene.... . S0OCHAl-action@betmish.org
LI 1= 2= T TS executivedirector@betmish.org
Bnai ARGVa ..o executivedirector@betmish.org
STAFF
Executive Director: Joshua Maxey .........ccccccccer veviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee, executivedirector@betmish.org

Congregational Administrator: Liat Novek.................................... administrator@betmish.org
BOOKKEEPET ... e bookkeeping@betmish.org



