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Washington DC’s Egalitarian Synagogue Embracing a Diversity of Sexual and Gender Identities 

unsure of the future.  We do not wish this on anyone, and so 
we give of our material goods in order to alleviate poverty 
and vulnerability in our world. 

Ta’anit Esther – Before Esther bravely revealed her 

Jewish identity to King Achashverosh, she fasted.  
Traditionally, Jews remember this part of the story with a 
fast of our own before the holiday.  In doing so, we feel the 
pain of our ancestors, and acknowledge their trials and 
turmoil.  We are able to celebrate and be secure in our 
identity because of the brave acts of those who came before 
us.  This practice is meant to instill us with gratitude and 
humility. 

Reading the Megila – Another mitzva of Purim is to 
read the scroll of Esther.  We do so as a way of fighting 
against genocidal forces in our own world.  The story 

reminds us what horrors can occur when a group of people 
is maligned, vilified, and misunderstood.  It calls on us to 
speak out against unlimited power in the wrong hands, and 
leaders who are easily manipulated.  When we read the 
megila publicly, we are telling ourselves to fight, as our 
ancestors did.  It is also incumbent upon us to make sure 
that the story’s recitation is accessible to all Jews, no matter 
their ability or disability. 

Ad d’lo yada – One of the more famous customs of 
Purim is “partying” so much that you cannot tell the 
difference between Cursed Haman and Blessed Mordechai.  

We have a lot of fun on Purim, sometimes too much.  But 
this practice shows us just how easy it is to lose sight of 
who is good and who is evil.  This confusion can be all too 
real in our world, as we put trust in the wrong people and 
believe hateful statements promulgated by individuals with 
hate in their hearts.  This practice also delivers the message 
that our enemies are human, and are created in God’s 
image.  Mordechai is not as different from Haman as we 
might imagine; they are similar enough that it is possible to 
confuse the two.  We should never forget the humanity 
contained within evil people, and we should reflect 

regularly in order to ensure that evil inclinations do not 
grow strong within ourselves. 

This Purim, we party, we celebrate, and we 
engage in these customs that deliver powerful 
messages.  This fun-filled holiday, though at 
times light-hearted, is full of depth.  Contained 
within it are loud calls to moral action for each 
of us. 

Rabbi’s Message – Purim, A Moral Imperative 

By Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 

Purim is a holiday 
when the world is meant to go 
topsy-turvy.  In the megila, 
the world is turned upside-
down for the Jews.  Their 
security is threatened by 
Haman, and it seems that the 
world as they know it will be 
destroyed.  Just when they 
think that all hope is lost, 
Esther rises up, proclaims her Jewish identity, and saves 
the Jews from certain destruction.  We celebrate the twists 
and turns of this story, creating a holiday where a heavy 
subject is dealt with lightly, and normally serious faces 
become costumed and laughable.  This is part of what 
makes Purim so much fun – it presents a world that is out 
of the ordinary!  It allows us to cut loose, enjoy ourselves, 
and eat triangle-shaped cookies. 

However, behind this festival’s fun and games are 
some serious messages.  The holiday’s rituals actually 
require us to bring healing and justice to a broken world.  
There are moral imperatives within the holiday of Purim.  
They give proper weight and depth to a fun, raucous 
holiday. 

Mishloach manot – We send packages of food to 
one another.  In doing so, we strengthen and enrich our 
relationship with friends and community members.  This 
practice illustrates that our holiday is not celebrated in 
isolation, but in conversation and in the presence of 
others.  Sending a package requires us to think about the 
other, to understand their likes and dislikes, to bring a bit 
of beauty and joy into their world. 

Matanot la-evyonim – One mitzva of Purim is to 
give gifts to the needy.  In our time of celebration and 
good fortune, we engage in the practice of tz’daka, as did 
the Jews of Shushan in the megila.  No celebration is 
complete when we know that there are people in our 
society who are suffering.  If we are to 
rejoice fully, we must also ensure that 
the poor have the means by which to 
observe the holiday.  Purim recalls a 
time in Jewish history (one of many) 
when we were vulnerable, scared, and 
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Thinking of membership at Bet 
Mishpachah? 
 

Membership is an opportunity to 
develop friendships, learn, become 
involved in your heritage, and 
support the only LGBTQ synagogue 
in the Washington, DC area.   
To join Bet Mishpachah is easy; just 
visit www.betmish.org today.   
 
Questions, e-mail 
membershipdirector@betmish.org  

Gender-Inclusive and Nonbinary Hebrew:  

Innovations and Classroom Applications 

Sunday, March 13, 2022 
Starting at 11:00 am 

 
Featuring: 

Orit Bershtling Professor at the School of Social Work, Hadassah 
Academic College 
Jen Braveman Executive Director, Habonim Dror Camp Moshava 
Tal Janner-Klausner Coordinator of Teaching, This is Not An Ulpan 
Avital Karpman Associate Clinical Professor and Director of Hebrew, Uni-
versity of Maryland 
Erica Kushner Mazkirol Klaliol (Director), Habonim Dror North America 
Joy Ladin Writer, Teacher and Speaker 
Eyal Rivlin Professor, University of Colorado, Boulder and Co-creator of 
The Nonbinary Hebrew Project 
Michal Shomer Creator and Designer of Multi-Gender Hebrew 
brin solomon Liturgist at The Inclusive Siddur Project 
Abby Stein Rabbi, Educator, Author and Co-founder of Sacred Space 
Dov Weiner High School Teacher and Researcher 
 
This online conference will feature sessions on recent efforts to create gen-
der-inclusive grammar in spoken Hebrew, liturgy 
and orthography. Speakers will address their re-
search and program development, challenges and 
cultural implications. Following these sessions will 
be a hands-on workshop for Hebrew instructors 
with practical tips about how to use gender alterna-
tives in their classrooms. 
 
For more information, contact Avital Karpman 
at akarpman@umd.edu  and for conference schedule and 
to register, go to: ter.ps/hebrew  

 
 
 

In honor of Purim, please      
consider making a financial  

donation to Bet Mishpa-
chah’s Queen Esther Fund. 

  
We will once again support 
SMYAL, the Wanda Alston                                                         

Foundation, and Casa Ruby.   

http://www.betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:akarpman@umd.edu
ter.ps/hebrew
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Purim is our queerest holiday. Why haven’t we internalized its lessons? 
By Ariel Sobel, March 2019 

 Queen Esther had a secret — a violent, consuming reality pulsing through her veins 
that kept her up at night. It made every room feel like solitary confinement. If it were 
exposed, it could end her job, her marriage and even her life. But slipping into silence 
was not an option. So after years of torment, Esther went public as a Jew. 
 When Esther decided to come out to her husband, King Ahasuerus, she wasn’t   
doing it just for herself. The king’s adviser Haman was planning a genocide of all the 
Jews in Persia. Haman, while leading their government, had falsely maligned Jews, 
weaponizing their differences to paint them as immoral. 
 Esther decided eventually that if the king truly loved her, he would love her as a 
Jew. And if he loved her as a Jew, he might develop a love for all Jews, or at least with 
enough mercy to prevent their slaughter. It was a high-stakes gamble indeed.  I remem-
ber making a similar one when I came out to my mother. 
 Though my mom wasn’t in charge of an empire, she’s definitely the empress of my family. I wagered that when she told 
me she loved me, she loved all of me, even the parts she couldn’t see. Until she saw my ability to love women, I was never  
going to fully love myself. So, like Esther, I unzipped my skin and revealed that I was born into a second community that is     
always under siege. At its core, the story of Purim is a coming-out story. It’s time we embrace that and use Esther’s tradition of 
owning who you are to adapt Purim into an LGBTQ-inclusive holiday. 
 Just like staying in the closet wasn’t an option for Esther, it wasn’t for me if I wanted to be authentically myself, and it isn’t 
an option for any LGBTQ person, regardless of how traditional their community is. Not only are LGBTQ people across the 
globe slaughtered by bigots like Haman, but they are murdered by a system that indoctrinates them into self-hate. We don’t 
obey the laws of gender, whether by rebelling against the sex we were assigned at birth or the heterosexuality so many impose 
on us, which many wrongly see as a threat to the social order. Like the Jews of Esther’s age, we are scattered and untolerated, a 
global community isolated within each of our respective communities and countries. In eight of those nations, being gay is  
punishable by death. 
 In America, you don’t need an army to kill a queer person. When we come out, we are often not embraced like Esther was: 
We are berated, betrayed and beaten. In 1998, Matthew Shepard was beaten, tortured and left for dead in Wyoming for being 
gay. According to the Anti-Violence Project, 52 Americans were murdered in 2017 for being queer. That’s more deaths than 
any year since we lost Matthew, whose assailant argued in court that by flirting with him in a bar, Matthew triggered him into a 
state of temporary madness that drove him to murder. Now, 20 years later, in 47 states, “gay panic” defenses are still allowed to 
justify violent crimes against LGBTQ individuals. In 75 countries, same-sex marriage remains outlawed. 
 Lesbian, gay and bisexual youth are five times more likely to have attempted suicide than our straight peers. More than half 
of transgender teenage boys, over 40 percent of nonbinary youth and nearly a third of transgender teenage girls have attempted 
to end their lives. This is a direct result of our government’s never-ending blitzkrieg on queer people. When a memo from the 
Trump administration that sought to define transgender people out of existence and strip them of rights was leaked, calls to a 
transgender suicide hotline quadrupled. 
 Even Jewish communities, who know better than anyone the horror of stripping someone of their identity, have engaged in 
barbaric practices such as conversion therapy. We in the LGBTQ community do not just leave the closet to live a full life.  
Coming out is a communal sacrifice, an act through which we risk our own safety to build empathy for other queer people. 
 Jewish gay rights icon Harvey Milk understood this. He urged his peers to leave the closet to encourage their circles to vote 
against LGBTQ discrimination laws.  “I would like to see every gay doctor come out, every gay lawyer, every gay architect 
come out, stand up and let that world know. That would do more to end prejudice overnight than anybody would imagine. I 
urge them to do that, urge them to come out. Only that way will we start to achieve our rights,” Milk said on the tape he       
recorded to be played in the event of his assassination. “If a bullet should enter my brain, let that bullet destroy every closet 
door in the country.” 
 Just as learning about Esther’s Jewish identity transformed Ahasuerus into an ally for Jewish people, parents who once 
were proponents of LGBTQ discrimination often become activists fighting for the humanity of all queer children, not just their 
own. Today, my mother takes the attacks on LGBTQ people like me personally. 
 While many Jewish people have faced a moment when they were afraid to expose their heritage and face discrimination, all 
LGBTQ people have. Each LGBTQ person who has come out of the closet has had to be Esther, forced to announce ourselves 
to unwelcome crowds, saying who we are while facing the fear of rejection and persecution. 
 While wearing a gender-bending costume on Purim can and should be an outlet for defying the restrictive heteronormative 
tradition that plagues Jewish spaces, accepting LGBTQ persons one day a year is not enough. The lessons of the festival reflect 
the sacrifices queer people make for our liberation every day, and we must take those lessons with us 365 days a year. 
This piece was distributed by the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. 
 
Ariel Sobel is a nationally-recognized writer, filmmaker, and TEDx talker from Long Island. A University of Southern        
California’s School of Cinematic Arts alum, she tells stories about sex, religion, and people who have to lose everything to find 
a voice. Follow her on Twitter at @arielsobelle. 

https://live-jweekly.alleydev.com/author/ariel-sobel/
http://twitter.com/arielsobelle
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Bet Mishpachah Committee Highlights 
By Joel Wind 
 
Every month we will present two committees. The 
descriptions are brief and to the point and indicate 
how to contact the committee chair. This month we 
present our Book Reader’s Group and Cemetery 
Committee. 

 

Book Readers’ Group 

 

The Bet Mishpachah Book Readers’ Group gets 
together about every 6-8 weeks for a dinner hour 
followed by a lively discussion of the book that was 
just read by everyone. The Book Readers’ Group 
also has a Google group called Bet Mishpachah 
BRG. As part of Bet Mishpachah membership, all 
congregants are welcome to join any discussion.  
 
In 2021 the group discussed several books, 
including “Start-Up Nation: The Story of Israel’s 
Economic Miracle,” by Dan Senor and Saul Singer; 
“A Journey to the End of the Millennium – A 
Novel of the Middle Ages,” by A. B. Yehoshua; 
“Black Radishes,” by Susan Lynn Meyer; and “A 
Passion for Truth” by Rabbi Abraham Joshua 
Heschel. 
 
For more information contact Art Leabman at  
bookgroup@betmish.org.  
  
 

Cemetery Committee 

 

The Cemetery 
Committee oversees 
the maintenance of the 
Bet Mishpachah 
section of the Elesavetgrad Cemetery. The 
committee interfaces with individuals and families 
wishing to acquire a grave site, erect a memorial 
stone, arrange for a burial, and schedule an 
unveiling. It also represents Bet Mishpachah on the 
Elesavetgrad Cemetery Board of Directors. For 
more information contact Allan Armus at 
Cemetery@betmish.org.  
 
Next month we present Chavurot and the 
Communications Committee. 

Rabbi Jake’s Winter & Spring Classes 
 
Only two classes left in Rabbi 
Jake’s winter and spring classes. 
Join us for one or both of them. 
 
Making Midrash - Saturday, 
March 12, 2022, at 12:00 pm fol-
lowing the morning service.  (In-
person at the EDCJCC and stream-
ing.) The Torah doesn't tell us eve-
rything we want to know about the 
stories and characters within it, and 
so, Jewish scholars tell stories about stories in the Torah.  
Throughout the centuries, they have filled in the gaps by utiliz-
ing the hints from the text as well as their imaginations.  This is 
Midrash. We'll look at the process of creating midrashic litera-
ture, and even try our hands at it!   
 
Mythical Creatures in Jewish Text and Tradition - 
Wednesday April 6, 2022, at 7:30 pm.  (Via Zoom.) 
We continue our exploration of Jewish texts from throughout 
history that speak of supernatural beings and their influences 
on Jewish ritual and life.  In the fall, we discovered the depth 
of our traditions surrounding angels and Satan and demons.  
This spring, we look at mythical creatures that appear in the 
TaNaKH as well as rabbinic texts, such as the Leviathan, Ne-
filim (giants from the book of Genesis), Behemoth, and the Go-
lem.  What do discussions about these beings teach us about 
our people and our day-to-day lives?   
 
The Zoom invitations will appear closer to their dates in the 
weekly “This Week and Beyond”, on our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/betmish, and our website 
www.betmish.org.  Classes are always free for members of Bet 
Mishpachah.  There is a suggested donation of $10 for non-
members which may be made on our website. 

Family and Friends Shabbat  
 

Join us on Friday, March 25th at 8:00 pm when we enjoy a 
favorite Bet Mishpachah tradition:  our lively annual Family 
and Friends services.  Bring one or more of your family 
members and/or friends with you and let them see and expe-
rience first-hand our joyous, uplifting and fully participatory 
Shabbat services.  Show them why Bet Mishpachah is your 
congregational family of choice where you can joyously cel-
ebrate and affirm all aspects of your Jewish, sexual and gen-
der identities with your true community.  Rabbi Jake will 

lead services that night.  
All are welcome both in-
person or virtually. 

mailto:bookgroup@betmish.org
mailto:Cemetery@betmish.org
http://www.facebook.com/betmish
http://www.betmish.org
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Amazon Smile 
 
     Bet Mishpachah is enrolled in Amazon Smile. 
You can shop and have .5% of what you buy come to 
your favorite synagogue.  Amazon Smile is the same 
Amazon you know – but now a part of your purchase 
price is donated to Bet Mishpachah. 
     To enroll, visit Amazon Smile.  Enter your user 
name and password as you would normally do.  At 
the next screen, “Start Picking Your Charity,” enter 
Bet Mishpachah, hit “select,” click “Yes, I understand 
that I must always start at smile.amazon.com to 
support Bet Mishpachah,” so START SHOPPING 
and support Bet Mishpachah with every purchase. 

Our Beloved Holocaust Memorial Scroll and 
Rainbow Torah Mantles Are Out for Repairs 
 
By Larry Neff 
 
Over the course of 
time, we can all use 
a little sprucing up.  
Bet Mishpachah’s 
beloved Holocaust 
Memorial Torah 
scroll, which is 
more than 300 years old, and our unique rainbow Torah 
mantles, which were dedicated in 1998, are no different 
and have recently been sent out for conservation and 
repair.  They will be returned to us late this summer.  
 
Our Holocaust Memorial Torah scroll is originally from 
the Czech town of Dolni Kounice (Kaunitz in YIddish).  
In 1964, the Westminster Synagogue in London ac-
quired 1,564 Torah scrolls from Prague and started 
placing them on permanent loan in synagogues around 
the world.  Bet Mishpachah received our Holocaust Me-
morial scroll from them in 1979.  Ownership and over-
sight of these scrolls is now under the auspices of the 
Memorial Scrolls Trust (MST) in London 
(www.memorialscrollstrust.org).  
 
In December, Torah scribe Alexandra Casser inspected 
our Holocaust Memorial scroll (under the watchful eyes 
of Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Larry Neff) and deter-
mined what conservation and repairs are needed.  She 
has been qualified and approved by the MST to do this 
work.  Our Board has authorized the repairs; the scroll 
was delivered to Sofèret Casser last month. 
 
Our custom designed rainbow-striped Torah mantles 
were commissioned from fabric artist Reeva Schaeffer 
with hand-painted Hebrew verses from B’reishit 
(Genesis) 9:14b - 9:15a: “And when the rainbow ap-
pears in the clouds, I will remember My covenant.”  
They were donated by Michael Strum and John Crotts 
and were dedicated on Simchat Torah 5759 / 1998.   
The original artist has now retired, so past president Jo-
el Wind has sent the mantles to a textile specialist in 
Chicago for conservation and repair.  
 
For the next several months, our second Torah scroll 
(the scroll we almost always read from) will be by itself 
in our Ark.  It is covered by the original blue velvet To-
rah mantle (with gold and silver thread design) that it 
came with in 1991, when Allan Armus and past 
president Beth Cohen (now Rabbi Emerita of Seaside 
Jewish Community in Rehoboth) purchased in 
Brooklyn for Bet Mishpachah.  It is thought to have 

been written in Russia shortly before the 1917 
Revolution, but was never mounted on eitzei chayim 
(wooden rollers, literally “trees of life”) until it was 
bought by Bet Mishpachah.  
 
The Board of Directors is currently planning a pro-
gram for all Bet Mishpachah members and friends 
who would like to donate towards the conservation 
and repair of our beloved Holocaust Memorial 
Scroll and our unique rainbow Torah mantles.  We 
hope to join together for a joyous welcome home 
ceremony for them when they are returned to us in 
late summer.  
 
 

http://www.memorialscrollstrust.org
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     Thank You to Our February Service 
Leaders  

 
Friday, February 4: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and  
   Eryca Kasse 
Friday, February 11: Louis Blank, Eryca Kasse and  
   Robyn Helzner 
Saturday, February 12: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, February 18: Allan Armus 
Friday, February 25: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Saturday, February 26: Jeff Burka and Marc Bernstein 
 
 

Mazal Tov: 
 

JonRobert Johnson, on his engagement to Rob Lontok  
 

Thank you to our March Service Leaders  
 

Friday, March 4: Eryca Kasse and Rachel Wolkowitz 
Friday, March 11: Paula Morris and Robyn Helzner 
Saturday, March 12: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and   
  Whitney Babash 
Friday, March 18: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, March 25: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  
Saturday, March 26: TBD 
 

 

March Anniversaries 
  

Eva Freund and Elke Martin 
Batya Hyman and Belinda Cross 

 
March Birthdays  

 
Mark Agrast 

Richard Grossman 
Batya Hyman 

Mitchell Haymes 
Jennifer Helburn 

JonRobert Johnson 
Leonard Kraisel 
Davi LaBarre 
Daniel Kaplan 
Sheila Levin 
Elaine Raksis 
Thomas Sachs 

Jordan Schwartz 
Charles Stewart  
Marcel Prather 

 

 
 The Social Justice/Social Action committee is exploring op-
tions to support LGBTQ Afghan and/or other refugees who are 
being settled in the DMV area. If you are interested in getting 
involved in these potential efforts, please contact James at    
social-action@betmish.org and indicate what type of support 
and engagement you are able to provide.  

mailto:social-action@betmish.org
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to members who have experienced recent losses: 

Marlene Cohen, on the loss of her mother, Adele Hochberg Cohen 

Member Yartzeits 

Announced Friday and Saturday, February 25 and 26 (Yartzeits observed February 25 - March 3; 24 - 
30 Adar I)    

Elizabeth Hyman, Mother of Batya Hyman   February 26      
Daisy B. Levy, Grandmother of Ellen Levy   February 26      
Mel Blanck, Cousin of Louis Blank     February 28      
Henry Noretsky, Father of Martin Noretsky   February 28      
Chantawat (Art) Srisuwan, Brother-in-law of Robert Margrave and David Fox   February 28       
Mickey Casel, Cousin of Larry Neff     March 1    
Jonathan Greene, Cousin of Thomas Sachs   March 1     
Lisa Londner, Sister-in-law of Hank Londner  March 1     
Clarence Garelik, Father of Glenn Garelik   March 2   (29 Adar I) 
Esther Topkis Potts, Aunt of Ruth Potts    March 2   (29 Adar I) 
Ned Umansky, Uncle of Morris Umansky   March 2     
Murray Eneman, Grandfather of Jeffrey Berns  March 3   (30 Adar I) 
Aaron Rosenberg, Maternal Grandfather of Deb Hyman March 3   (30 Adar I) 
Helene Biscoe Freed, Grandmother of Seymour Stern  March 3  
    
Announced Friday March 4 (Yartzeits observed  March 4 - 10; 1 - 7 Adar  II)    

Marlene Meringoff, Cousin of Larry Neff   March 4     
Rich Widener, Friend of Louis Blank    March 4     
Jan Ford, Ex-wife of Alex Ford      March 5     
Tom Chase, Friend of Ruth Potts      March 7     
Mary Ann Koenig, Great Aunt of Sarah Kolick  March 8     
Arnie Medvene, Friend of Alex Carter    March 8     
Charles Most, Grandfather of Morris Umansky  March 8     
Barbara Kahn, Mother of Jeffrey Kahn    March 9     
Dora Rodbell Silber, Grandmother of Fran Sneider  March 9     
Joseph Gottesman, Grandfather of Andi Kasarsky  March 10     
Abraham Most, Cousin of Morris Umansky   March 10     
Dorothy Noretsky, Mother of Martin Noretsky  March 10     
James Olson, Partner of Jerald Goldberg    March 10    
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, March 11 and 12 (Yartzeits observed  March 11 - 17; 8 - 14 Adar II)     

Janice Valerio, Friend of Robert Margrave and David Fox  March 11     
Romayn Bell, Cousin of Morris Umansky   March 12     
Dora Reiter, Grandmother of Scott Reiter   March 12     
Angela Carter, Aunt of Alex Carter     March 14     
Jerome Menaker, Father of Howard Menaker  March 15   (12 Adar II) 
Cheryl Swannack, Wife of Nancy Polikoff   March 15     
Beatrice Blank, Grandmother of Louis Blank  March 16     
Donald Haines, Friend of Eryca Kasse    March 16     
Kenneth Cross, Brother of Belinda Cross   March 17     
Beulah Shippen, Aunt of Theodore Xakellis   March 17     
Robert Smetana, Grandfather of Sarah Kolick  March 17     
David Snaider, Uncle of Warren Snaider   March 18   (15 Adar II) 
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Member Yartzeits—continued 

 
Announced Friday, March 18 (Yartzeits observed  March 18 - 24; 15 - 21 Adar II)    

Ben Barlas, Uncle of Judy Barlas     March 18     
Harriet Behrens, Cousin of Mindy Gasthalter  March 18     
Leon Smelo, Uncle of Betty Milgram    March 18     
Roy Strassman, Friend of Larry Neff    March 19     
Adele Weinberg, Mother of Steven Weinberg  March 19     
Susan Baker, Aunt of Elliott Sprehn     March 19     
Mary Ford, Mother of Alex Ford      March 20     
Jack David Neff, Father of Larry Neff    March 20     
Bernie Yaseen, Grandfather of Marisa Uchin   March 20     
Evelyn Casel, Cousin of Larry Neff     March 21     
Rhona LaBarre, Wife of Davi LaBarre    March 21     
Norman Nasinov, Partner of Neal Strauss   March 21     
Mohr Weber, Grandfather of Denise Leish   March 21     
Jack Halpern, Grandfather of Roger Schechter  March 22     
Augusta Verdin, Grandmother of Catherine Tarabochia   March 22     
Blanche Baar Stern, Grandmother of Seymour Stern   March 24     
David Grossman, Maternal Grandfather of Joseph Pomper  March 25  (22 Adar II) 
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, March 25 and 26 (Yartzeits observed March 25 - 31; 22 -28 Adar II)    

Stan Schwartz, Friend of Larry Neff     March 25     
Shelly Lomberg, Niece of Allan Armus    March 26  (23 Adar II) 
Jackie Gentry, Friend of Alex Carter     March 26     
Sharon Cohen, Mother of Gordon Cohen   March 28     
Murray Dennis, Cousin of Morris Umansky   March 28     
Seymour Schechter, Father of Roger Schechter  March 28     
Gustave Stern, Grandfather of Seymour Stern  March 28     
Samuel Spatz, Grandfather of Carl Spatz   March 29  (26 Adar II) 
Marie Martin, Grandmother of Elke Martin   March 29     
Joseph Rheingold, Grandfather of Mindy Gasthalter March 29     
Harry Selbin, Grandfather of Denise Leish    March 29     
Abraham Singer, Grandfather of Michael Singer  March 29     
Henrietta W. Goldberg, Mother of Jerald Goldberg  March 30     
Maurice Rosenblatt, Uncle of Alan Carb     March 30     
Marcia LeWinter, California mom of Mindy Gasthalter March 31     
Jan Welch, Dear Friend of Maxine Klane   March 31     
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Shabbat Services  
As we return to in-person services, we are limiting the 
number of attendees. Bet Mishpachah will continue to 
stream Shabbat services virtually by Zoom.  Please 
check our website for details.  The Zoom meeting 
number will be in our weekly electronic newsletter, 
“This Week and Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services 
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion 
(in lieu of a sermon). Our regular Friday night Oneg and 
Saturday Kiddush are currently discontinued in person. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and will be included 
in our weekly email broadcast  
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
and number of expected attendees 
to administrator@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of GLBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch 
and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
Secretary — Whitney Babash  
Communications Chair — Mike Goldstein 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, 
Washington, D.C., 20013. The newsletter is sent to 
members and posted on our website. Articles, columns and 
content should be submitted by the 10th of the month prior 
to publication.  Email them to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, 
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well as 
other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email newsletter, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website at www.betmish.org with 
information about our congregation’s current and upcoming 
programs, our rabbi, and our history, as well as links to 
other websites of interest. 
 
Reprints.  Information in any of our publications may be 
reprinted without permission, but acknowledgment of the 
source is required.  
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our editorial 
or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for students, young 
people, new members, and those who live outside the DC 
metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to membershipdirector@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — visiting 
the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim Committee, rabbi, 
or president when you or a relative is hospitalized. We can 
stay informed ONLY if we receive the information. Please 
email us at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 

Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to announce a 
death in your family, email bereavement@betmish.org. 
 
 

mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
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DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ...................................  .............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  .............................  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Mitchell Haymes  ..............................  .............................  president@betmish.org  

Rabbinic Liaison Committee:  Al Munzer .........  .............................  rlc@betmish.org  
 

Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  ..........................  .............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Whitney Babash  ..............................  .............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:  Mike Goldstein  ..  .............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Rachel Wolkowitz  .  .............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

Choir (Tach’shitim):  ........................................  .............................  choirdirector@betmish.org 
High Holy Days: Paula Morris and Joseph Pomper  ......................  hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter .....................  .............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Rachel Wolkowitz  ...........................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 

Director of Membership:  Deb Hyman ................  .............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
   Strategic Planning Task Force: Deb Hyman 
 
Director of Operations ........................................ …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator:   ...........................  .............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Chairperson: Nathaniel Deutsch ....  .............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd  ..................  sign@betmish.org  

 
Director of Programming: Paula Morris  .............  .............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  .............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn .....................  .............................  education@betmish.org  

 
Director of Community Affairs: Brian Parks ........  .............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Jewish Community Relations Council representative: Stuart Sotsky 
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Bruce Horowitz  .........................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger……………………….. ..  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Letitia Gómez  .............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee: Allan Armus .................  .............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  ..........  .............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: James Radack ......................... ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  
Keshet Rising: Rachel Wolkowitz ....................  .............................  yp@betmish.org 

 
STAFF 

Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. ............  administrator@betmish.org 
Congregational Bookkeeper:    Elke Martin 


