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June Highlights at Bet Mishpachah and Beyond 
 
June 3—World Pride Interfaith Service 
June 6—Congregational Dinner 
June 6—World Pride Shabbat Service hosted by  
 Adas Israel 
June 7—World Pride Parade 
June 7 & 8—World Pride Festival 
June 15, 3:00 pm – Theater outing to see “Falsettos” 
June 20, 6:00 pm - Juneteenth Shabbat service at Wash-
ington Hebrew Congregation 
June 22, 10:00 am - Juneteenth Interfaith service 
 at Wesley AME Zion Church 
June 29, 10:00 am - Solidarity Visit to the National   
 Museum of African American History and Culture 
 
 

               Join Bet Mishpachah and Our   
Community Partners for events during 

World Pride 2025! 
 

   Get ready for an unforgettable experience at 
the World Congress of LGBTQ+ Jews 

DC Kiki 2025, hosted by Bet Mishpachah, the 
LGBTQ+ Synagogue of our Nation’s Capital! Join us 
in Washington, DC, for an epic celebration of love, 

pride, and community, from June 5th-8th. 
 

42nd Annual Pride Interfaith Service 
Tuesday, June 3rd, 7:00 pm, All Souls Church  

Unitarian 
 

Wednesday, June 4th, 7:00 pm, EDCJCC 
GLOE’s World Pride Art Exhibit Opening Reception   

 
Thursday, June 5th,  The Lillian and Albert Small 

Capital Jewish Museum 
Kick off the festivities with our Happy Hour, hosted 
by A Wider Bridge – mix, mingle, and meet your fel-

low LGBTQ+ Jews from around the world! 
 

Pride Shabbat: Happy Hour, Shabbat Service, & 
Dinner with community partners 

Friday, June 6th  Adas Israel Congregation 
Join the DC Jewish LGBTQ+ community, the World 

Congress of LGBTQ+, and community partners for an 
evening of inspiration, celebration, and joy as we gath-

er for World Pride. *Tickets to the Happy Hour and 
service are free.  The Shabbat dinner is $24. Registra-
tion closes June 2nd.  Let us come together as a  com-

munity to reflect and celebrate!    
   

Join us for the Pride Parade 
Saturday, June 7th Dupont Area 

Bet Mishpachah invites all individuals and Jewish 
groups to join our contingent of DC’s LGBTQ Jews 
and our friends, families, and allies. Expect singing, 

dancing, and maybe even a little skipping… Bring your 
own LGBTQ-Jewish-supportive signs, wear a GLOE  

t-shirt, or just show up and enjoy the fun!  
 

Capital Pride Festival 
June 7th & 8th, 12:00 pm, Pennsylvania Avenue 
Join the Jewish LGBTQ+ community on America’s 
Mainstreet, historic Pennsylvania Avenue, for the re-
turn of the Capital Pride Festival. Visit our booth and 

enjoy a full day of entertainment on three stages, food, 
drink, and advocacy with over 300 exhibitors. The  

Festival is the largest annual event in the national  
capital region and continues to be free to the public. 

 
Volunteer with us! 

Volunteers are needed to help staff the Pride festival booth 
on Saturday, June 7th and Sunday, June 8th.  

Please email communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org 
 

International March and Rally on Washington 
Sunday, June 8th 

Following the footsteps of Bayard Rustin, Marian Anderson, 
and countless others who have demanded freedom, and fea-
ture renowned LGBTQ+ activists and leaders from around 

the world. The march route will follow the grand avenues of 
Washington, DC for optimum visibility, and culminate at the 

U.S. Capitol. 
 

To register for any of our Pride activities, go 
to:  www.betmish.org/event/pride  

mailto:communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org?subject=Volunteer%20at%20Pride
http://www.betmish.org/event/pride
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Follow us on Social Media  

Instagram: 
@betmishpachah 
 
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/betmish 
www.facebook.com/groups/Betmish  
(This is a private, monitored group 
where you can 
have conversations 
with other mem-
bers). 
 
Youtube: 
@betmishpachah 
 

Pride Week 

Sometimes it takes more than shouting it to show your pride.   

It takes more than a sign, a fabulous outfit or a month of parades. 

It has to mean something to you and only you first before you announce 

it to the world. 

Solange Nicole 

 

In 1322 

The French poet Qalonymos ben Qalonymos wrote, “On Becoming a 

Woman,” a moving and eloquent plea to G-d to make Qalonymos a 

woman, so Qalonymos could live their life as they truly wished:  “If  that 

alone might be done, how wondrous then would be my fortune!” 

As we gather today, let us be strengthened by the knowledge that despite 

the efforts of those who would erase us, we have always been brilliant 

facets shining in the many-colored diamond of our tradition. 

 

And Today 

Who would you have been, If you had never been punished for gender 

inappropriate behavior?  What would it be like to walk down the  street, 

go to work or attend a party and take it for granted that the gender of the 

people you met would not be the first thing you ascertained  about them?  

What if we all helped each other to manifest our most beautiful, sexy, 

intelligent, creative and adventurous inner selves, instead of cooperating 

to suppress them?  

Patrick Califia 

 

May the Love 

May the love that overcomes all differences, that heals all wounds, 

That puts to flight all fears, that reconciles all who are separated,  

Be in us and around us now and always.  Amen. 

Rev. Frederick E. Gillis 

Shavat Va-Yinafash page 429 

 
 
 
 
 
 This is the time of the year when the weather turns from Summer to 
Winter to Summer, seemingly bypassing Spring, throwing in a fair amount 
of rain along the way.  It’s also the time of the year where we ask our con-
gregation to renew their commitment to our synagogue.  With our 50th year 
milestone, we need you to show your commitment to Bet Mishpachah. 
 Nobody is ever denied membership due to financial constraints.  If you 
need to make alternative financial arrangements, please email me, Douglas 
Auerbach, at treasurer@betmish.org. 
 Watch for your membership renewal mailing this month. If you  have 
any questions, please contact administrator@betmish.org or Patrick at mem-
bershipdirector@betmish.org. 

http://www.facebook.com/betmish
http://www.facebook.com/groups/Betmish
https://youtube.com/@betmishpachah?si=tA1DDcl1WzW0OhVV
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Remarks from our Rabbi 

 By Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
As I write this, it has been almost two days since Sarah 
Milgrim and Yaron Lischinsky were murdered outside of 
the Capital Jewish Museum, here in Washington, DC.  
We are still reeling from the shocking news.  Our sense 
of safety is shattered, our sadness weighing us down.  I 
didn’t know Yaron, but I did know Sarah.  Sarah was the 
person who made sure that the Israeli Embassy was 
connected to the LGBTQ+ community.  She was the one 
who contacted me about our World Pride Shabbat 
service, and the one who engaged with us around the 
National Rainbow Seder.  She was a friend to Bet 
Mishpachah, and to the larger LGBTQ+ Jewish 
community near and far.  I believe it is fitting to 
remember her and honor her memory during Pride 
month.  In that vein, I’d like to share two reflections 
composed by my colleagues, Rabbi Karen Glazer 
Perolman and Rabbi Ahuva Zaches. 
 
In Memory of Sarah Milgrim, z"l 

By Rabbi Karen Glazer Perolman  
I have that same dress. 
Navy with flutter cap sleeves. 
Calvin Klein or Tahari, I forget. 
Perfectly professional and classic. 
Did she know?  
That dress would be the last one she picked out? 
Instead of the cream one she had in her mind-- 
the one she would wear after she said yes to Yaron? 
 
I have that dress. 
Simple and clean. 
The right amount of style. 
Dressy and modest. 
Just right for a Spring DC evening.  
 
Sarah, you deserved to wear 1000 dresses. 
Different for every occasion. 
May you now be dressed in eternal life 
The clothing of our creator 
Who we pray has a place at the table of Justice  
Which you were working toward. 
 
Tomorrow is Shabbat 
I'll wear my navy dress for you. 
And feel the painful privilege of being  
Jewish. American. A Woman. A Peace-lover. 
 
No dress will heal us.  
But Know 
As we arch our backs to zip our dresses 
And pick out the right shoes  
And decide between gold hoops and pearls  
We'll remember  
It wasn't just a dress. 
 

By Rabbi Ahuva Zaches 
They were young 
with spirits full of hope and 
promises 
that never came true. 
 
They met in conference 
rooms, 
and on digital bridges 
spanning oceans of grief. 
They spoke in many tongues 
but each one said peace 
with the same yearning 
in their hearts. 
 
They planted trees 
where rockets had fallen. 
They taught children 
to draw with crayons, not blood. 
They carried banners and bandages, 
believing that healing 
must come hand in hand. 
 
Last night 
they were murdered 
by a man who mistook 
rage for justice, 
violence for valor. 
As if their hands, 
outstretched in peace, 
were weapons 
to be silenced. 
 
But peace cannot be murdered, 
nor can their hope ever die. 
It sprouts from the cracks 
of every broken place, 
a stubborn weed 
with the indestructible will to grow. 
 
Their names are not lost. 
They echo in the calls 
for an end to all this madness. 
They echo 
in the prayers uttered 
in Hebrew and in Arabic, 
in English and in tears. 
 
To the one who killed them— 
know this: 
you struck not at enemies, 
but at your own hope. 
You made war louder, 
and silenced those 
who had been calling for 
mercy and peace. 
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Al Munzer and Joel Wind’s Remarks at the  
EDCJCC Spring Gala 

Joel and I are deeply honored and humbled to be the recipients of an 
award named for one of the true giants in the civic and cultural life of Wash-
ington. It was Lee Rubenstein who had the vision and who led the campaign 
to return the Jewish Community Center to its historic home and place of 
honor on 16th Street. As a successful architect, Lee was hands-on in the exe-
cution of his vision. He also brought his lifelong passion about theater to the 
JCC and was the founding chair of the Theater J Council. I actually first en-
countered Lee Rubenstein’s name when I moved to Washington in 1972 and 
saw his name as President of Arena Stage, a role he had for eight years. He 
is the one and only life trustee of the institution.  

For Joel and me, the Edlavitch DCJCC occupies a special place in our hearts because shortly after the re-
stored building opened, it welcomed Washington’s GLBTQ synagogue Bet Mishpachah as a tenant, one of the 
first major Jewish community organizations in Washington to recognize the synagogue. Inclusivity, building 
bridges and outreach are core values at the heart of the JCC.  The JCC not only brings together all the different 
strands that make up the Jewish community, but the banners on 16th Street proudly proclaim, “We Are Here,” to 
the world at large. Those words, “we are here,” are especially meaningful to someone who survived the near de-
struction Europe’s Jewish community.  

As many of you know, I was born in the Netherlands, in 1941, during the Nazi occupation. In the summer 
of 1942, my family felt it was time to go into hiding. I am only able to be with you this evening because an Indo-
nesian Dutch family and their Indonesian Muslim nanny risked their lives to reach out and embrace a nine-month-
old Jewish baby.  I was fortunate to be reunited with my mother when I was not quite four. I soon learned that my 
mother and I were the only survivors of our family, and that the Holocaust had claimed the lives of my father, my 
two sisters and a much-loved uncle who had followed my father to the Netherlands from Kanczuga, their 
hometown in Galicia. 

Joel too would not be here today were it not for another act of Chesed; his father was only able to leave his 
native Poland on the eve of the Nazi invasion, because the Jewish Theological Seminary took a chance on an un-
known student at the University of Lvov and provided him with a priceless visa to the United States and a full 
scholarship that eventually led to his ordination as a Rabbi. Joel’s aunt Halina survived the Holocaust by hiding in 
the sewers of Lvov and receiving food and other necessities from a small group of righteous sewer workers led by 
Leopold Poldek Socha. All other members of the Wind family were killed in Belzec.  

In spite of my mother’s painful losses, even when the wounds were still fresh, she soon taught me the im-
portance of outreach. I vividly recall the pride she took as she reminded me years later, of all the different reli-
gions that she had brought together to celebrate my sixth birthday. Jewish, Catholic, Protestant, Muslim and even 
a man who during the Nazi occupation had converted from Judaism to Christianity. They all engaged with each 
other and all embraced me and wished this one young survivor a long and joyful life.  

And just within a year or two of the end of the Holocaust and her liberation from twelve concentration 
camps, my mother reached out to local churches to introduce their congregants to Jewish Life Cycle events. Joel’s 
aunt Halina too, began sharing the experience of her family during the Holocaust and the heroism of the people 
who cared for her while she was hiding in the sewers of Lvov, shortly after her arrival in the United States. To 
both these women, outreach was one small, but important step to counter the hate that gave rise to the Shoah.  

When towards the end of her life, my mother, moved into Ring House, and had an apartment overlooking 
a kindergarten, she smiled and said, “I have a view of the future.” As we all look at the different ethnicities play-
ing and learning together in the JCC’s Early Childhood Center, we too have a glimpse of what we all hope is a 
brighter future.  

There is a question in the Talmud of what defines the earliest time morning prayers can be said, alot 
haschachar, “the dawn of a new day.”  Rabbi Meir says it’s the time when you can tell a wolf from a dog. Rabbi 
Akiba says it’s when you can tell a domesticated ass from a wild ass. But the agreed on final answer, the halacha 
is Misheyakir, “when you recognize the face of your neighbor.”   

Especially during these difficult times, when we see a rise in antisemitism and all forms of hate, let us do 
all we can to bring on a new dawn when no one is viewed as “the other,” and when we are all recognized as neigh-
bors and as members of one human family. Let us help build world free of hate and bigotry and a world that cele-
brates our common humanity.  

Thank you for honoring us and for your support of the Edlavitch Jewish Community Center. 
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Shabbaton 2025 
We celebrated our annual Shabbaton this year 
with Dr. Harriett Wimms who focused on Joy - 
The Importance of Pride, Resilience and 

Resistance - and how every person should feel 
valued within their lived diversities, because 
belonging and acceptance can save lives.  Her talk 

was uplifting, inspiring, genuine, and meaningful 
and taught us that we are all created b'tzelem 

elohim, in the image of G-d and that our 
differences should be embraced and celebrated. If 
you are interested in seeing Dr. Harriett again, 

please join us for Pride Shabbat on Friday, June 
6th at Adas Israel.  

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Theater Outing with Bet Mishpachah 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See Falsettos at the Keegan Theater, 1742 Church 
Street NW, with Bet Mishpachah on Sunday, June 
15th at 3:00 pm.  Following the performance, there 
will be a post-show discussion with George A. Bed-
nar, Food and Friends; Jill P. Strachan, Lesbian & 
Gay Chorus of DC; Steve Herman, Gay Men's Chorus 
of Washington; and Jonathan Edelman, curator at the 
Capital Jewish Museum. The discussion will be mod-
erated by the Rainbow History Project, DCs LGBTQ+ 
community history archive.  The guests will discuss 
how the AIDS epidemic was a catalyst for some of 
today's strongest LGBTQ+ arts and activist groups in 
Washington, DC and how activism and the arts con-
tinue to impact positive change in our world today. 
 
Falsettos has both Jewish and LGBTQ themes.  It 
was written by a gay, Jewish composer and lyricist, 
William Finn.  The Keegan's website describes the 
play as "Hilarious, heartbreaking and utterly unique, 
Falsettos is a contemporary musical about family, 
relationships, bar mitzvahs, baseball and 
AIDS.  When Marvin leaves his wife Trina and son 
Jason to be with his lover Whizzer, tempers flare, 
problems escalate and everyone learns to grow up." 
 
Keegan is a small theater so we encourage you to buy 
your tickets soon.  Those 62+ are entitled to a dis-
count.  Optional coffee at Java House prior to the 
show at 1:30 pm.  RSVP to programs@betmish.org.    

mailto:programs@betmish.org
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Bet Mishpachah Honors Dr. Anthony Fauci 
By Mark Agrast 

 
On May 7, 2025, a capacity audience filled 

Cafritz Hall at the Edlavitch DC Jewish Community 
Center for the presentation of the Harvey Milk Chesed 
Award to Dr. Anthony S. Fauci, the longtime director 
of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious     
Diseases (NIAID).  

The event was part of the year-long celebration 
of Bet Mishpachah’s 50th anniversary, honoring indi-
viduals who have made significant contributions to the 
public good during its history. 

Although Dr. Fauci is widely known as a leader 
in the prevention and treatment of respiratory infec-
tions, diarrheal diseases, tuberculosis, and malaria as 
well as emerging diseases such as Ebola, Zika, and 
COVID-19, it is chiefly for his singular contributions to 
the fight against HIV and AIDS that the congregation 
wished to honor him. Many of our members personally 
experienced the early years of the AIDS crisis, when 
there were no effective treatments for the disease. 
Thousands died, including beloved members and 
friends of our Bet Mishpachah family. 

From those difficult early days to the eventu-
al development and approval of powerful new an-
tiretroviral drugs, Dr. Fauci marshaled the resources 
of the government to turn what was once an invaria-
bly fatal disease into a manageable one. Today, 
thanks in large part to his leadership, people living 
with HIV and AIDS have a life expectancy approach-
ing that of the general population. 

Over the course of the evening, each of the 
speakers illuminated key aspects of Dr. Fauci’s role in 
the fight against HIV and AIDS, praising his courage, 
his compassion, and his lifetime of public service. The 
speakers included Barry Friedman, co-chair of the   
Programming Committee, who gave welcoming re-
marks; Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin, who gave a moving 
invocation; Barbara Lewis, a past recipient of the Har-
vey Milk Chesed Award, who described the history of 
the award, offered brief reflections on her own work on 
AIDS clinical trials, and invited other past recipients to 
stand and be recognized.  

Board member Mark Agrast gave brief remarks 
introducing Dr. Fauci, and then president Joe Pomper 
presented the award, accompanied by Al Munzer,    
Barbara Lewis, and past president Mindy Gasthalter. 
The award citation read:  

 
 

 

THE 2025 HARVEY MILK CHESED AWARD 
is presented to 

 
ANTHONY S. FAUCI, M.D. 

 
In gratitude for his lifelong dedication to the health and 

well-being of the people of our nation and the world. 
 

May 7, 2025 – Iyar 9, 5786 
Washington, D.C. 

 
“Whoever saves one life saves the entire world.” 

Hillel the Sage (Sanhedrin 37a, Talmud Bavli) 
 

Following the presentation, Mark introduced         
Dr. Fauci’s longtime friend and colleague, Jeffrey Levi,   
Professor Emeritus at the Milken Institute School of   
Public Health at The George Washington University, and 
former Deputy Director of the White House Office of  
National AIDS Policy, for a wide-ranging conversation 
with Dr. Fauci.  

They touched on many themes, including the Jesuit 
education that Dr. Fauci credits with inspiring him to a life 
of service; the friendships he forged with AIDS activists and 
the gay community in the search for more effective treat-
ments; his decision to support the Parallel Track Initiative, 
which enables drugs being tested in restricted clinical tri-
als to be made available at the same time to patients who 
might benefit from them; his concerns about the damage 
being done by the current administration to the National  
Institutes of Health and other critical public health institu-
tions, and the threatened defunding of one of his proudest 
achievements, the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS 
Relief (PEPFAR), which to date has saved some 25 million 
lives in sub-Saharan Africa and throughout the developing 
world. He urged his listeners to speak up to protect these 
advances, just as the LGBTQ+ community refused to be si-
lent during the height of the AIDS crisis. 

The event concluded with audience questions and 
closing remarks by Bet Mishpachah Executive Director 
Josh Maxey. 

Support for this event was provided by a legacy 

gift from Alan Armus z”l, a beloved member of            

Bet Mishpachah and a three-time recipient of the Harvey 

Milk Chesed Award. 
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April donations 
We appreciate the generosity of our members 

and friends, and recognize them for their support.  
 
Operating Fund 
Glenn Garelik, in memory of Clarence Garelik 
Joseph Pomper, in  memory of Judith Pomper 
Ruth Potts, in honor of Al Munzer and Joel Wind 
Barry Friedman, in memory of his parents, uncles and  
 aunts for Passover 
Keith Cohen, in memory of his mother 
Rahel Smith 
 
Joel Woldman Memorial Oneg & Kiddush 
Fund 
Milton Stern, in memory of Murray Woldman 
Douglas Auerbach, in memory of Murray Woldman 
Mary Arras, in memory of Murray Woldman 
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Murray Woldman 
Marc Bernstein and Jeff Burka, in memory of  
 Murray Woldman 
 
Mark Goldfarb & Allan Armus Memorial Fund 
Devra Floyd 
 
Richard Krampf Social Action Fund 
Jonathan Roos 
David Fox and Robert Margrave in memory of Wil-
liam Potts 
 
50th Anniversary 
Joel Martin 
 
David Green Memorial Special Projects Fund 
Patricia Carlton 

Juneteenth Celebrations   

Celebrate a Juneteenth  
Shabbat at Washington  
Hebrew Congregation on  
Friday, June 20th, 6:00 pm,  
3935 Macomb Street NW,  
Washington, DC. 
We celebrate and honor  
Juneteenth as members of our  
Jews of Color group share what the holiday means to 
them.  
 
Join us on Sunday, June 22nd at 10:00 am for an 
Interfaith Service at Wesley AME Zion Church, 1615 
14th Street NW.  Wesley AME Zion Church, led by 
Pastor Christopher Zacharias, will conduct their Sun-
day service with an emphasis on celebrat-
ing Juneteenth. Members of the Jewish community 
are invited to attend and participate.  We will meet at 
the Edlavitch DCJCC Coffee Bar/Library, entrance on 
Q St NW at 16th Street at 9:30 am and then walk two 
blocks east to Wesley AME Zion Church.  Parking is 
on-street. 
 
On Sunday, June 29th at 10:00 am, we will join the 
Edlavitch DCJCC and Washington Hebrew Congre-
gation for a trip to the African American Muse-
um.  We will be led by a private docent through the 
museum and then join in the museum's cafe for a meal 
and conversation. 
 

The High Holy Days Are Coming!  
 

 Erev Rosh Hashana begins on Monday, September 22nd and we are planning now! Want to be part of the 
2025 High Holy Days?  We are looking for members to join the High Holy Day Logistics Committee.  Are 
you willing to volunteer some time to your mishpachah?  Opportunities are plenty including technical sup-
port, getting our space ready and inviting, be at the welcome table, be a Darshan or Gabbai and lots more! 
 Do you need a good cause to volunteer some time, energy, and ideas?  We have many opportunities 
throughout the High Holy Days and welcome your assistance.  Please email HHD@betmish.org. 
 Registration information for all worship services will be distributed by the end of June.  Remember—
High Holy Day tickets are included with membership!  Once again, we will be meeting in Cafritz Hall at the 
EDCJCC.  All services will be live-streamed.  
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     Thank You to Our June  
Service Leaders  

Friday, June 6: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, June 13:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Saturday, June 14: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, June 20:  TBD 
Friday, June 27:  Larry Neff 
Saturday, June 28:  TBD 

 

Thank you to our May 
Service Leaders  

Friday, May 2: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, May 9:   Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Saturday, May 10: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, May 16:  Alex Carter and Ruth Potts 
Friday, May 23:  Paula Morris 
Saturday, May 24: Jeff Burka and Marc Bernstein 
Friday, May 30:  Scott Reiter 

 

June Anniversaries 
Jeffrey Burka and Marc Bernstein 
Hank Londner and Keith Pickerel  

Howard Menaker and Patrick Gossett 
Rabbi Robert and Loretta Saks 

June Birthdays 
Cookie Backelman 

Kasey Bigsby 
Jutta Brettschneider 
Philip Budashewitz 
Carroll Comerford 
James Fortinsky 

David Fox 
Michael Hoffman 

Maxine Klane 
Annabelle Kramer 
Deborah Kramer 

Mark L 
Diane Liff 

James Nathan 
Rod Ross 

Alicia Saffer 
Joanna Scherer 
Frederic Silva 
Elyse Wander 

Steven Weinberg 
AJ Whitman 
Joel Wind 

Special occasion?  Yartzeit of a loved one?  Just love 
being at Bet Mish services?  No need to wait until our 

monthly Simchat Shabbat.  Contact Deb at              
operationsdirector@betmish.org.  All donations go 

towards the Oneg Shabbat Friday evenings or       Kid-
dush luncheon on Saturdays to the                           

Joel and Murray Woldman Kiddush and  
Oneg Fund 

Volunteers needed for Pride Month 
 
We are in the final 
planning stages of 
our Pride activities 
2025.  One thing for 
certain– when we 
come together as a 
community, great 
things happen.   
 
In addition to the World Congress convening here 
starting June 5th, they will march with us in the 
Pride Parade and stand together at our booth for the 
festival. 
  
One change from last year is that the festival will 
take place over TWO days, Saturday, June 7th and 
Sunday, June 8th.  Come stand proudly with us in 
representing Bet Mishpachah and greet visitors 
from around the DMV and beyond.  Tell them why 
Bet Mishpachah is your community of choice.  In-
vite them to join us for a program or service.  Make 
a new friend! 
  
If you are able to sign up for a time slot during the 
festival to help us out at our booth, please contact 
communityaffairs@betmish.org.  Hope to see you 
there. 
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to: 

The Family of Mike Rogers, former member of Bet Mishpachah 

Member yartzeits 
 
Announced Friday, May 30 (Yartzeits observed May 30 – June 5; 3-9 Sivan) 
Wendell Johnson, Father of JonRobert Johnson   May 25  
Katherine Kane, Friend of Elke Martin     May 25  
Leah Lev, Aunt of  Larry Neff       May 26  
Sigmund & Gisella Redlich, Maternal Grandparents of Bruce Horowitz May 26 (28 Iyar) 
Jerry Moore, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia   May 27  
Paul Neff, Uncle of Larry Neff       May 27  
Winnie Siegel, Friend of Diane Liff & Georgia Korn May 27  
Max Youngman, Grandfather of Joel Wind    May 27 (29 Iyyar) 
David Cobden, Step-Grandfather of Jeffrey Berns  May 28 (1 Sivan) 
Albert Jaco, Grandfather of Thomas Sachs    May 28  
Gisele Munzer, Mother of Al Munzer     May 29 (2 Sivan) 
David Sikowitz, Grandfather of Judith Retchin   May 29  
Henrietta Isom, Grandmother of LySandra Brady  May 30  
Namon Johnson, Sr., Father of LySandra Brady   May 30  
Harvey Pitt, Father of Emily Pitt       May 31  
Frank Gasthalter, Uncle of Mindy Gasthalter    June 1  
Murray Jaco, Uncle of Thomas Sachs     June 1  
Polly Less, Mother of Martin Less      June 1 (5 Sivan) 
Harry Karron, Grandfather of David Fox     June 3 (7 Sivan) 
Mary Cohen, Aunt of Larry Neff       June 4  
Jay Gilbertson, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia   June 4  
Joel McBee, Father of Reginald McBee     June 4  
Selma Reid, Aunt of Devra Floyd      June 4  
Jerald Weinstein, Cousin of Mindy Gasthalter   June 4  
Henry James, Uncle of Barry Friedman     June 5 (9 Sivan) 
Marjorie Weber, Mother of Denise Leish     June 5   

Announced Friday, June 6 (Yartzeits observed  June 6-12; 10-16 Sivan) 
Elaine McLellan, Friend of Louis Blank     June 6  
Bernard Leish, Father of Denise Leish     June 7 (11 Sivan) 
Harryette Stern, Mother of Milton Stern     June 7 (11 Sivan) 
Fred Burka, Grandfather of Jeffrey Burka    June 8 (12 Sivan) 
Jan Dickstein, Mother of Joel Berelson     June 8  
Israel Gorodetsky, Great Grandfather of Barry Friedman June 8 (12 Sivan) 
Rose Kasarsky, Grandmother of Andi Kasarsky   June 8  
Clara Sachs, Grandmother of Thomas Sachs    June 8  
Leo Stern, Uncle of Larry Neff       June 8  
Bill McCreight, Friend of Ruth Potts      June 9  
Herta Snaider, Aunt of Warren Snaider     June 11 (15 Sivan) 
Sedonia Sneider, Grandmother of Fran Sneider   June 11  
Paul Caine, Grandfather of Rachel Wolkowitz   June 12 (16 Sivan) 
Alfred Lehman, Cousin of Michael Hoffman    June 12  
Brian Meringoff, Cousin of Larry Neff     June 12  
Leonard Sneider, Father of Fran Sneider     June 12  
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Member yartzeits, continued 
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, June 13 & 14 (Yartzeits observed June 13-19; 17-23 Sivan) 
Murray Backelman, Father of Cookie Backelman June 13  
Alexander Cohen, Uncle of Larry Neff   June 13  
Morris Milgram, Father of Betty Milgram   June 13 (17 Sivan) 
Ann Mendelson, Grandmother of Barry Friedman June 15 (19 Sivan) 
Roberta Hyman, Sister of Deb Hyman    June 16  
Phil Rosenbloom, Grandfather of Jeffrey Burka June 16 (20 Sivan) 
Hyman Lev, Uncle of Larry Neff     June 18  
Anna Smelo, Grandmother of Betty Milgram  June 18 (22 Sivan) 
Elizabeth Weissman, Grandmother of Jeffrey Kahn June 18  
Nettie Wofsy, Mother of Noah Wofsy    June 18 (22 Sivan) 
Elise Cheslock, Aunt  of Joanna Scherer   June 19 
 
Announced Friday, June 20 (Yartzeits observed  June 20-26; 24-30 Sivan) 
Morris Hyman, Paternal Grandfather of Deb Hyman June 20  
Fred Kalapinsky, Uncle of Alan Carb    June 20  
Salvatore Zinnanti, Uncle of Alex Carter   June 20  
Marc Rubenstein, Cousin of Roger Schechter  June 21  
Ronnie Jean Berg, Cousin of Anabel Kramer  June 22  
Hazel Boland, Friend of Devra Floyd    June 22  
Edgar Halpern, Uncle of Roger Schechter   June 22  
Lee Joran, Partner of Ross Sawilowsky   June 23  
Samuel Masia, Grandfather of Martin Robinson June 23  
Anita Morris, Mother of Ronni Karambelas and Paula Morris June 23 (27 Sivan) 
Marilyn Snaider, Sister of Warren Snaider   June 23 (27 Sivan) 
John Willig, Friend of Larry Neff     June 23  
Arvin Cohen, Uncle of Marc Bernstein   June 24 (28 Sivan) 
Sarah Elman, Grandmother of Diane Liff   June 24 (28 Sivan) 
Albert Saks, Father of Robert Saks     June 24  
Marta Kusic, Friend of Reginald McBee   June 26  
Hannah Lippert, Great Aunt of Deb Hyman  June 26  
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, June 27 and 28 (Yartzeits observed June 27-July; 1-7 Tamuz) 
Rachell Eisenberg, Mother of Ruth Eisenberg  June 27 (1 Tamuz) 
Genia Gloger, Grandmother of Erica Gloger  June 27  
Charles Lewis, Father of Barbara Lewis   June 27  
Pearl Magid, Aunt of Carl Spatz     June 27 (1 Tamuz) 
James Ramsay, Brother-in-law of Barbara Goldberg June 27  
Chad Allen, Cousin of Larry Neff     June 28  
Ruth Verdin, Aunt of Catherine Tarabochia  June 28  
James Berns, Grandfather of Jeffrey Berns   June 29 (3 Tamuz) 
Samuel Gasthalter, Grandfather of Mindy Gasthalter June 29  
Ursula Petersen, Friend of Elke Martin   June 29  
Harry Reiter, Grandfather of Scott Reiter   June 29  
Jan Berns, Uncle of Jeffrey Berns     June 30 (4 Tamuz) 
Ruth Freidman, Grandmother of Louis Blank  June 30  
Israel Pomper, Paternal Grandfather of Joseph Pomper June 30 (4 Tamuz) 
Zelda Gordon, Aunt of Maxine Klane    July 1  
Herman Kropf, Father of Barry Kropf    July 1 (5 Tamuz) 
Alessandro Nobile, Nephew of Catherine Tarabochia July 1  
George Singer, Uncle of Michael Singer   July 1  
Marilyn, Aunt of Barry Friedman     July 2 (6 Tamuz) 
Leon Deutsch, Father of Nathaniel Deutsch  July 2 (6 Tamuz) 
Evelyn Rheingold, Grandmother of Mindy Gasthalter July 3  
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Shabbat Services  
Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services 
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay 
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our 
website for details.  The Zoom meeting number will be 
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and 
Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services 
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion 
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor 
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.betmish.org/oneg. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our 
weekly email. 
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
location, occasion and number of expected attendees 
to executivedirector@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of LGBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch, 
 Andrea Jennetta and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 
 
Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to 
announce a death in your family, 
email bereavement@betmish.org. 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah.  The newsletter is 
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles, 
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of 
the month prior to publication to 
administrator@betmish.org. 
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, 
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well 
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email newsletter, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website 
at www.betmish.org with information about our 
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our 
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites 
of interest. 
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our 
editorial or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for new members, 
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the 
DC metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to membershipdirector@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — 
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim 
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is 
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive 
the information. Please email us 
at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 
Women’s Outreach Program 
On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 pm 
we pour our favorite beverage to go along with our own 
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and 
conversation. We continue to gather every month both in-
person and virtually. If you have any 
questions contact religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.          
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and  
welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-binary 
people.  

mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ..................................  ..............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  ..............................  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Joseph Pomper  ..............................  ..............................  president@betmish.org  
 
Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  .........................  ..............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Barbara Goldberg  ...........................  ..............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:   .........................  ..............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris .........  ..............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

High Holy Days: Elyse Wander and Alex Carter  ...........................   hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter  ....................  ..............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Rachel Hamberger and Marc Bernstein   religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
Choir:  Whitney Babash ..................................  ..............................  choir@betmish.org 

 
Director of Membership:  Patrick DiBattista .......  ..............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
 
Director of Operations: Deborah Hyman ............ …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator  ............................  ..............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Coordinator  ..................................  ..............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd ...................  sign@betmish.org  

 
Director of Programming: Mark Agrast ..............  ..............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  ..............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Programming Committee: Mindy Gasthalter and Barry Friedman ..  programs@betmish.org 

 
Director of Community Affairs: Alfredo Gomez ..  ..............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Jeffrey Kahn  ..............................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger……………………….. ..  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Noah Wofsy .   .............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee:  Rod Ross ...................  ..............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ....................  ..............................  education@betmish.org  
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  .........  ..............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: ................................................ ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  

 
STAFF 

Executive Director:  Joshua Maxey ...................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. .............  administrator@betmish.org 
Bookkeeper .......................................................  ..............................  bookkeeping@betmish.org 
 


