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Pride 2024 with Bet Mishpachah

Pride Shabbat: Happy Hour, Service & Oneg with
Bet Mishpachah and GLOE

Friday, June 7th, 6:30 pm at the EDCJCC

Pride Shabbat: Drag Happy Hour, Service, and
Oneg with Bet Mishpachah, GLOE, and communi-
ty partners. Join Bet Mishpachah, GLOE and com-
munity partners for a Drag happy hour with Tara
Hoot, and Shabbat services with Rabbi Jake Singer-
Beilin. Our guest speaker for our 2024 Pride Shab-
bat Service is Jessica Stern, Special Envoy

to Advance the Human Rights of Lesbian, Gay, Bi-
sexual, Transgender, Queer and Intersex (LGBTQI+)
Persons.

Join us for the Pride Parade

Saturday, June 8th, 3:00 pm in the Dupont Area
Bet Mishpachah and GLOE invite all individuals and
Jewish groups to join our contingent of DC’s LGBTQ
Jews and our friends, families, and allies. Expect sing-
ing, dancing, and maybe even a little skipping. Bring
your own LGBTQ-Jewish-supportive signs, wear a
GLOE T-shirt, or just show up and enjoy the fun!

Capital Pride Festival

Sunday, June 9th, 12:00 pm on Penn. Avenue

Join the Jewish LGBTQ+ community on America’s
Main Street, historic Pennsylvania Avenue, for the return
of the Capital Pride Festival. Visit our booth and enjoy a
a full day of entertainment on three stages, food, drink,
and advocacy with over 300 exhibitors. The Festival is
the largest annual event in the National Capital Region.

41st Annual Pride Interfaith Service

Monday, June 10th, 7:00 pm at Foundry United
Methodist Church (1500 16th St NW)

The Capital Pride Interfaith Service is an “integrated
service” respectfully demonstrating the breadth, depth,
and sincerity of our faith, exposing the lie that anti-gay
fundamentalists have a monopoly on faith and religion.
We take pride that our community expresses its reli-
gious faiths in a myriad of ways, each sacred and
revered with years of tradition. This event is coordinat-
ed with input from across the community annually by
Center Faith. This service includes a memorial
tribute to Allan Armus, Center Faith Co-Founder,
led by Cellist, John Kaboff.

Sabbath Queen showing, followed by discussion
Sunday, June 16th, 4:15 pm at US Navy Memorial,
Burke Theater (701 Pennsylvania Ave. NW)
Sabbath Queen follows Rabbi Amichai Lau-Lavie’s
epic journey as the dynastic heir of 38 generations of
Orthodox rabbis including the Chief Rabbis of Israel.
He is torn between rejecting and embracing his destiny
and becomes a drag-queen rebel, a queer father, and
the founder of Lab/Shul — an everybody-friendly, God-
optional, artist-driven, pop-up experimental congrega-
tion. For tickets, go to https://dcdoxfest.com/films/
sabbath-queen/

Queer Jewish Happy Hour & Games with GLOE
and Partners

Thursday, June 20th, 6:00 - 8:30 pm at Shakers

DC (2014 9™ St NW)

Celebrate Pride month with other LGBTQ Jews (and
our friends) at Shakers Bar for fun mingling activities
like Pride Human Bingo, Jewish Pride trivia & prizes,
festive snacks, and drink specials. RSVP at https://
www.edcjcc.org/calendar/pride-happy-hour-with-gloe-
and-partners/ DC

Screening of “Gen Silent”

Sunday, June 30th, 2:00—4:00 pm; Temple Rodef
Shalom (2100 Westmoreland St., Falls Church, VA)
Temple Rodef Shalom is hosting a screening of “Gen
Silent,” followed by a dialogue on the challenges of
aging for the LGBT+ community in DC, MD, and NO-
VA. Come with community members and advocates to
discuss inclusivity and support for LGBT+ seniors. To
register, visit https://bit.ly/3JfYu9b

Washington DC’s Egalitarian Synagogue Embracing a Diversity of Sexual and Gender Identities
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Our people came out of Egypt a mixed multi- VA o

tude, the spray of dividing waters sparkling dia-
monds all around them.
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We stood together at Sinai, all of us—future, present, past—amid the rumble
of thunder and the crack of bright lightning to enter into covenant with the
One who loves us, in whose shining image we are all created, over and over
again.

We have wandered bleak landscapes, built flimsy tents of skin and then
houses of stone.

We have planted orchards and vineyards, seen two Temples rise and then go
down in the surging flames, forcing us into exile.

We have loved and lost, grieved and danced, transgressed and celebrated.
Hidden, suffered, thrived.

And we gather here this day, in the community of our people, a mixed multi-
tude, and we sing out, Hear O Israel, we stand together, all of us, descendants
of the single first human created on the sixth day.

And of our myriad parents down through the generations,

too numerous to name.

We stand together, link arms, and pray.

Blessed are You, G-d of the universe, who sanctifies us with the command-
ment to love ourselves and one another—in all our varied ways— and blesses
us with a diamond-bright radiance that still ripples out from Your first spoken
words of creation.
Maggid Andrew Romer
Shavat Va-Yinafash, page 430

By Joshua Maxey, Executive Director

Pride 2024 is here! We are so excited to welcome our community to join
Bet Mishpachah during the weekend of June 7th-9th for our 2024 special Pride
events. Whether you are joining us on Friday, June 7th for our Pride Happy
Hour featuring legendary DC Drag Queen, Tara Hoot; our Annual Shabbat Ser-
vice with guest speaker, Jessica Stern, U.S. Special Envoy to Advance the Hu-
man Rights of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and Intersex
(LGBTQ+) persons; or joining us in the parade; we welcome you. As DC's
LGBTQ+ synagogue, we have the joy of celebrating Pride 365 days a year.
With our robust programming, and partnerships with community organizations,
we proudly stand up as LGBTQ+ Jews, allies, and supporters in boldly pro-
claiming that we are all created in the image of the divine and we are worth
celebrating

2025 will mark our 50th anniversary as a community. We have much to do
to honor and celebrate our past and look toward our future! Through the hard
work and dedication of the board of directors, we have formed a committee to
help us shape how we will celebrate our 50th with a year of programming and
fundraising efforts!

Being a member of Bet Mishpachah is more than being a member of just
another organization in DC; it is a sacred partnership and I invite each of us to
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join us in this important work.
Throughout the coming year, I invite
you to continue to participate in our
community programming, attend and
invite your friends and loved ones to
our services; and share our story.
Reach out to our board, staff or cler-
gy of any ideas you may have.

As we begin this Pride season
and look towards our future, stay
tuned to our weekly email and social
media for events throughout this
month.
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Honoring Chosen Family This Shavuot
Y By Rakhel Silverman-Gitin, May 2023

| ' C} A tight squeeze and warm embrace signaling unconditional
? B EAE R A ~ love is not something I will ever take for granted.
" . ,J\ I grew up in an unstable household. The dysfunction and
Pyide Celebraiot " trauma I experienced from my family of origin, in conjunction
2 with my community’s homophobia and transphobia, left me de-
pressed and alone. I craved physical and psychological safety: a
family, especially elders, who would care for me and embrace me for who I am.

I was not the only young, queer person who experienced this isolation. The Trevor Project recently released
their 2023 U.S. National Survey on the Mental Health of LGBTQ Young People, amplifying the experiences of more
than 28,000 LGBTQ young people ages 13 to 24 across the United States. Their findings are unsettling but not surpris-
ing: there is a national mental health crisis for LGBTQ+ youth and young adults, especially those who do not have
LGBTQ+-affirming homes, schools, or communities. Being LGBTQ+ does not make youth prone to mental health
struggle, but environmental and systemic discrimination, exclusion, and stress can have a negative impact.

But even in the face of hardship, queerness can be a source of strength and celebration. Just like the Jewish peo-
ple, the queer community is one of resiliency, resistance, and joy. We hold each other with care, support, and love. It’s
from this place of holding one another that we developed the concept of “chosen family” (defining our family on our
own terms based on the relationships most important and sacred to us).

Chosen family is essential to understanding queer history and our contemporary communities. From the net-
works of lesbian and bisexual women who cared for men who had AIDS in the 1980s, to honorary and legal foster par-
ents who take in houseless queer and trans youth, to mutual aid crowdfunding online to help us afford life-saving mental
health and gender-affirming care, to queer Facebook groups where people volunteer to offer care and share resources,
these networks define us.

This concept has been invaluable to me on my journey. While I have many beautiful bonds with some in my
family of origin, there are other relatives with whom I do not feel the unconditional love and safety that I deserve. Cho-
sen family allows me to decide which of my relationships constitute my family. I think of my communal network and
many queer mentors from older peers, to professors, to rabbis, and Jewish leaders, who offered me a listening ear, sup-
port, advice, and affirmation.

I am not alone; there are many in the LGBTQ+ community for whom family of origin can be complicated and
painful. Many LGBTQ+ youth and young adults do not experience safety and support in their household, and many
even face rejection and houselessness. We all have the power to define our family, and which households become our
home.

Chosen family is also rooted in Jewish tradition, most notably in the Book of Ruth, which we read on the up-
coming festival of Shavuot. For those who are new to the Book of Ruth, here is a quick summary of Chapter 1 (Here you
can read the full text). Elimelech, his wife Naomi, and their two sons travel from Judah to the country of Moab.
Elimelech dies. Naomi’s two sons marry two women, Ruth and Orpah. When Naomi’s sons die, Naomi, Ruth, and Or-
pah travel back to Judah. Naomi begs the women to return back to their land of Moab so that they can find husbands.

Ruth replies with the most famous line from the story: “Do not urge me to leave you, to turn back and not fol-
low you. For wherever you go, I will go; wherever you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your G-
d my G-d. Where you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. Thus and more may the Lord do to me if anything but
death parts me from you.”

This scene is very emotional, with the women in tears and embracing one another. The text makes it very clear that
Ruth’s decision to stay with Naomi is not one out of obligation (Orpah, for instance, returns to Moab), but because she
wants to remain close to her. The declaration that only death will part them is incredibly intimate. Even after Ruth mar-
ries and has a child, the text focuses on her relationship to Naomi. The story closes with the women of Judah declaring
that Ruth’s son has been “born to Naomi,” signaling their close bond. Whether you believe this connection is platonic or
romantic, there is no denying that it is rooted in love.

I, and many LGBTQ+ people, have been touched by how Ruth and Naomi chose each other as family and be-
came life-long companions. Their story reminds me that I can create my own family and that these connections are im-
portant and sacred. In 2018, I created a Queer/Chosen Family Blessing based on the Jewish practice of blessing children
on Shabbat. It includes a blessing for your chosen family, as well as a prayer holding queer youth in our hearts.

This Shavuot, I encourage you to take stock of your relationships and offer a blessing or thank you to your cho-
sen family, whether with my words or words that are from your heart, and remember that these sacred relationships are
powerful connective gifts rooted in both our queer and Jewish histories. And if you do not yet have anyone who fits in
that category, I am holding hope that you too will find your people just as I did.



https://www.thetrevorproject.org/survey-2023/#suicide-by-gender
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/research-briefs/homelessness-and-housing-instability-among-lgbtq-youth-feb-2022/
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/research-briefs/homelessness-and-housing-instability-among-lgbtq-youth-feb-2022/
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.1.21?lang=bi&with=JPS&lang2=en
https://www.keshetonline.org/resources/queer-chosen-family-blessing-for-the-children/
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Remarks on Yom HaShoah
by Alfred Miinzer, Alexandria, May 6, 2024

I appreciate the invitation to participate in Alexandria’s observance of Yom Hashoah, a
day of remembrance dedicated to victims of the Holocaust, but this year especially, as we
see a terrifying rise in antisemitism here and abroad, it is also day to remind the world of
the terrible consequences of unbridled bigotry and hate, regardless of the target.

To survivors of the Holocaust the vicious attack of Hamas on October 7th brought back
memories that they had spent a lifetime to set behind them. And now, survivors who had
looked to America as a place of refuge are thrust back to the darkest days of the Nazi era
by the massive rise in vocal and physical violence directed to Jews that we have seen on
college campuses in recent months. How did sympathy for the victims of the war that fol-
lowed October 7th, translate into a campaign of hate directed to Jews?

“ The story of my family during the Holocaust is only one of a million such stories. It shows

~ both the best and the worst of human behavior when confronted by evil. I was born during
the Nazi occupation of the Netherlands, and I survived the Holocaust because a Dutch-Indonesian family and their In-
donesian Muslim nanny risked their lives to save a nine-month-old Jewish baby, making it possible for that baby stand
before you today.

My parents were born in Eastern Europe. They immigrated to the Netherlands to escape antisemitism and to explore
opportunities in a country that had welcomed Jews for hundreds of years. My father was the first to arrive in the Neth-
erlands and started a men’s clothing business in The Hague. My mother followed a few years later and they were mar-
ried in December 1932, just as Adolf Hitler came to power in neighboring Germany. In July 1936 they celebrated the
birth of their first child, my sister Eva. She was followed in November 1938 by my sister Leah, another happy occasion
but marred by news of Kristallnacht, the Night of Broken Glass, when just a few hundred miles east, in neighboring
Germany, the full fury of violent antisemitism was unleashed. But still, my parents felt safe in the Netherlands.

That sense of safety ended May 14, 1940, when Germany invaded the Netherlands and installed a Nazi government of
occupation bringing with it a host of restrictions and threats directed to the Jewish community. In early 1941, my moth-
er realized she was pregnant again. Her obstetrician told her that it would be immoral to bring another Jewish life into
the world and urged her to have an abortion. But my mother ignored her doctor’s advice. And so, I was born at home,
without the obstetrician, November 23, 1941.

In August 1942, when [ was nine months old, my father, like many other Jewish men, received a summons to report for
labor duty which meant going to a concentration camp. The summons was a sign of imminent danger, which forced our
family to go into hiding. My sisters were placed with two devout Catholic women who lived next door to us. And I was
placed with a neighbor across the street, Annie Madna. My parents went into hiding in a psychiatric hospital, my father
pretending to be a patient and my mother a nurse.

Annie Madna felt it would be safer for me to be with her younger sister where a nine-month old baby would be less
conspicuous. But her sister had a neighbor who was a member of the sizeable Dutch Nazi party and that is why I finally
placed with Annie Madna’s former husband, Tolé Madna. Tolé Madna was a native of what was then a Dutch colony,
the Netherlands East Indies, now called Indonesia. Tolé became my Papa, the three Madna children, Willy, Dewie and
Robby, my sisters and brother and Mima Saina, the Indonesian nanny who had cared for them, my mother.

Mima was never taught to read or write and did not speak a word of Dutch, only her native Indonesian language, but
cared for me as if [ were her own. I slept in Mima’s bed, and she kept a knife under her pillow vowing to kill any Nazi
who might try to get me. Because I was in the house illegally, there were no food ration coupons for me and for three
long years, she and the Madna family shared their own meager rations with me. They made sure I never came near a
window for fear that a passerby might see a blond and blue-eyed child in a family that was dark-skinned. There were
times when the house was being searched and I was told to hide in a closet. But to me it was just a game and I remem-
ber playing with the Christmas ornaments that were stored in the closet. What I remember most of the three years with
the Madna family, was love and laughter, kept unaware of the war that raged around us and of the tenuousness of my
own young life.

Continued on page 5




Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Iyar/Sivan, 5784 / June 2024

Continued from page 4

Sadly, my sisters met an entirely different fate. After a year with the two Catholic neighbors, their Priest found what he
assumed was a safer home. But there the husband of the woman who had agreed to shelter my sisters, betrayed his wife
and my sisters to the Nazis. His wife was sent to the Ravensbriick concentration camp where she contracted typhus but
survived. My sisters, Eva and Leah, however, were taken to Auschwitz where they were killed, February 11, 1944.
They were seven and five years old, two of 1.5 million children killed in the Holocaust. Recently I found out that my
father’s youngest brother, my Uncle Emil, who doted on my sisters was on the same transport to Auschwitz as my sis-
ters and apparently of his own volition was killed alongside them.

My parents could only hide at the psychiatric hospital for three months. On New Year’s Day 1943 they were arrested by
the SS and deported, first to two camps in the Netherlands, and then to Auschwitz. My father remained in Auschwitz for
six months where he was put to grueling work in a coal mine. He was then taken to a succession of camps in Austria;
Mauthausen, Gusen, and Steyer and finally to a camp high in the Austrian Alps, Ebensee. There the prisoners worked in
abandoned underground salt mines, assembling V2 rockets for the German army. Heavy labor, no food, no sunlight. My
father witnessed liberation by the US Army in May 1945 but was so debilitated that he died two months later, still in
Ebensee, July 25, 1945.

Miraculously, my mother survived Auschwitz and a series of death marches that took her through nine other camps. She
was liberated in April 1945 and she and I were reunited August 1, 1945. It is the first clear memory I have. I had been
asleep when my foster sister Dewie came to get me and carried me into the living room where the whole family had
gathered. They passed me from lap to lap, but there was one lap I refused to sit in, one woman I kept pushing away.
That woman was my mother. But to me she was a stranger. I already had a mother and that was Mima Saina. My moth-
er thought it best that Mima continue to care for me. But unexpectedly Mima passed away two months later, and that
was when I finally bonded with my mother, a bond that lasted until she died 56 years later, at age 94.

I was not even four years old when I was reunited with my mother, and I had no understanding of what had happened to
my father and my sisters. I grew up in a world where the absence of a parent or a brother or sister wasn’t unusual, but
the norm. It was only gradually that I came to understand what people meant when they shook their heads and said that
my father and sisters “had not come back.”

Sadly, the Holocaust did not spell an end to hate, bigotry or genocide. I asked Tol¢ Madna why he risked his life and the
lives of his family to save a Jewish baby. His answer was a simple one, “what else was I to do?”” To him standing up to
hate and bigotry wasn’t a choice, but a given. That is one lesson I want the world to learn, that even when surrounded
by hate, hate that robbed me of my father and sisters, and hate that took the lives of six million Jews and millions of
others it is possible and incumbent on all of us to stand up and do what is right.

Protest against injustice should never be spurned. How different history of the twentieth century might have been if stu-
dents in Germany instead of rallying to support the Nazis and join in Hitler’s campaign against the Jews, had directed
their energy to fighting Hitler’s hateful racist ideology?

A few years ago, I shared the story of my family during the Holocaust with a group of students from Indonesia who
were in the United States to learn about religious diversity. I told them that that the only memory I had of Mima Saina
was of a lullaby she used to sing to me and that it was called Nina Bobo. And suddenly the entire group began to sing
Nina Bobo in perfect unison and then, young men and women came up to me and hugged and embraced me and said,
“we are family.” Those simple eloquent words, “we are family,” are the words [ want to convey to the students current-
ly engaged in protest, that regardless of our differences of the moment, regardless of how strongly we feel about our
cause, let us always remember that we are all members of one human family and together let us aim for a world where
no one is viewed as “the other,” a world free of discrimination, bigotry and hate and a world that celebrates our com-
mon humanity.

YOM HASHOAH

}

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2024 [
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One more Spring Class with Rabbi Jake
Who Ever Heard of Jewish Pirates?

Rabbi Jake will be teaching a class on Jewish Pirates on Wednesday, June 26th,
at 7:30 pm. The class will only be streamed on Zoom.

In old cemeteries in Jamaica lie gravestones with Hebrew inscriptions as well as
a skull and crossbones. They point to a little-known history of Jewish pirates of
the Caribbean. With boats named after biblical characters, a number of Sephardi
Jews took to the seas for revenge against their Spanish tormentors and for treas-
ure. Together, let’s discover their swashbuckling stories and motives.

The Zoom invitations will appear closer to their date in our weekly electronic newsletter. Classes are always
free for members of Bet Mishpachah. There is a suggested donation of $10 for nonmembers which may be
made on our website.

One more Service Leader Training

Are you currently a leader or have been in the past and want to enhance your skills
and share your knowledge? Here is your opportunity, for leaders of all levels. Even if
you are not ready now, learn new melodies to help your skills or find someone with
whom you can co-lead. Class will start at 7:30 pm, held via Zoom. If you have any ques-
tions and/or would like to sign up, please email Paula Morris at
Religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org

Thursday, June 20™ - Learn current and new melodies for our prayers

Details for each class and Zoom links will be published in our weekly newsletter, “This
Week and Beyond.” All are welcome.

Membership Season is Here

This is the time of the year when the weather turns from Summer to Winter to Summer, seemingly bypassing
Spring, throwing in a fair amount of rain along the way. It’s also the time of the year where we ask our con-
gregation to renew their commitment to our synagogue. This year, membership seems more important than
ever. With the war in the Middle East, anti-semitism rearing its ugly head at colleges across the country, an
upcoming election, and our 50" year on the horizon (2025), we need you to show your commitment to Bet
Mishpachah now more than ever by renewing, or joining for the first time.

Nobody is ever denied membership due to financial constraints. If you need to make alternative financial ar-
rangements, please email me, Mindy Gasthalter, membershipdirector@betmish.org. If you have questions
about how best to donate — via appreciated securities, check or as a Qualified Charitable Donation from your
IRA —I can also provide guidance. I am also available to discuss any other membership questions that you
may have.

Watch for your membership renewal mailing within the next -
30 days. If you do not receive it or want a new member form
please email membershipdirector@betmish.org or
administrator(@betmish.org.

g ME
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Thank you to all who participated in our
Panel of Aging in our Community last month

— —

On Sunday, May 5th, Bet Mishpachah convened the first
in a series of panel discussions on aging gracefully in the
"DMV" (District of Columbia, Maryland, and Virgin-

ia). The panelists, who represented ten organizations,
each provided an overview of their organizations, fol-
lowed by a lively Q&A session ably moderated by James
Radack. The panelists then moved to small tables strate-
gically placed around the room so the 25 attendees could
pose their individual questions in a lively "job fair" set-
ting. The groups participating in the panel discussion in-
cluded: SAGE: Advocacy and Services for LGBTQ+ El-
ders, Jewish Social Services Agency (JSSA), Dupont Cir-
cle and Capital Hill Villages, DC Office on Aging and
Community Living (DACL), DC Center for the LGBTQ+
Community, Silver Circles, Active Retirees Club, East of
the River, and Silver Bridges Consulting. For those una-
ble to join us, we recorded the event and posted it on our
website and Facebook page.

For information about our upcoming programs, please
check the monthly newsletter, "Mishpachah Matters," and
our weekly email blast, "This Week and Beyond." If you
have suggestions for programs, please contact
programmingdirector(@betmish.org. All ideas are wel-
come!

The DC Department on Aging and Community Living
(DACL) provides programs and services for DC residents
age 60 and older, adults with disabilities, and their care-
givers. DACL works with more than 20 community-
based nonprofit organizations delivering over 40 pro-
grams to help seniors live well in their community. Many
of DACL's programs are free or low-cost, and include
adult day health services; blind and visually-impaired cen-
ter; caregiver support; community and home-delivered
meals; community transitions; deaf and hard-of-hearing
services; in-home support; information, referrals, and as-
sistance; legal assistance; LGBTQ programs; long-term
care planning; Medicaid enrollment assistance; memory
care; multicultural senior centers; nutrition program; pub-
lic benefits access; senior wellness centers; senior villag-
es; and transportation. For information, call 202-724-

5626 or email: ask.adr@dc.gov.
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Created and run as a partnership between Whitman-
Walker Clinic and Iona Senior Services, Silver Circle
free, are volunteer-led groups for LGTBQ folks over 60.
Topics range from maintaining vitality, sex, dating, and
leading a fulfilling life — all through the lens of being
LGBTQ. We have groups for men, women, and mixed
gender. To participate, you’ll need to do a quick assess-
ment by phone and have access to Zoom. For more infor-
mation, contact Peer Support Coordinator Michael Mitch-

ell, mmitchell@whitman-walker.org or 202.939.7646.
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Silver Bridges Consulting is your concierge guide for
identifying the ideal senior living community and transi-
tioning seamlessly. Whether you are looking in the DC
metro area or across the country, we are here to support
you. Our approach is unique and shaped by decades of
experience in senior living. We advocate, educate and em-
power our clients throughout the entire process, from the
initial consultation, on community tours, during the move
in process and beyond. We understand the myriad of emo-
tions that arise during this journey. Our goal is to save you
time while minimizing stress. Our vetted network of senior
living specialists are best-in-class. Whether you need to
sell a home, downsize, liquidate assets, need packing or
moving assistance, or seek advice from an elder law attor-
ney, we've got you covered. To schedule a

free initial consultation, please call Ginger Noce, (202) 717

-6233 or our website at www.silverbridgesconsulting.com
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As we age, navigating the physical, emotional, and social
changes we experience can be overwhelming. Whether you
are managing a new diagnosis, the inability to live at home
safely, or social isolation, JSSA is here to help. Through
our short-term Elder Care Consultation Program, JSSA’s
expert social workers will listen with warmth and respect
to your concerns and provide you with the resources you
need to coordinate care and enjoy a positive quality of life.
When you work with JSSA, you automatically have access
to our complete constellation of services to help you navi-
gate these moments. Our highly trained clinical social
workers know what questions to ask and will guide you
through this step-by-step process with compassion. Ser-
vices are fee-based.
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Capitol Hill Village is a non-profit serving older adults
and their families in Capitol Hill and surrounding neigh-
borhoods who are aging in place (one of 13 Villages in
DC). We provide a wide variety of social and educational
events, support groups, and more! Our volunteer services
are location specific to the Capitol Hill neighborhood.
There is a cost to being a Capitol Hill Village member
(starting at $405 a year for an individual and $810 a year
for a household), but we support residents at all income
levels with our subsidized membership. We serve DC
LGBT older adult residents and LGBT residents of all ages
through our LGBTQ programming, which has an intergen-
erational focus. We host LGBT specific educational
continued on page 8
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continued from page 7

programs, intergenerational programs, a monthly LGBTQ brain health support group, and are engaged in LGBTQ inclu-
sion work and advocacy.

To learn more about Capitol Hill Village and our LGBTQ programs, contact Sophia (they/them)
at sross(@capitolhillvillage.org or call 202-543-1778.
sk sk sk sk s sk sk sk sk sfe s sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk skeoskeo sk sk skeskokokeskok
SAGE stands proudly with the LGBTQ+ pioneers across the country who’ve been fighting for decades for their right to
live with dignity and respect.
We are excited to work with the current administration and key staff in Washington, D.C., Los Angeles, Chicago, and
San Francisco, plus our nationwide network of affiliates, to advocate for LGBTQ+ older people at the federal, state, and
local levels. We:

e Mobilize LGBTQ+ people and allies when our rights are at stake
e Educate policy makers about LGBTQ+ aging issues
e Release original policy briefs, publications, and infographics

e [ ead coalitions that integrate diverse elders into policy conversations

e  March and rally with LGBTQ+ older people and our allies
Raise your voice and advocate with us.

Here’s a link to some other SAGE sites that we discussed
during our talk:

https://www.lgbtagingcenter.org/

https://sageusa.care/

https://thelei.org/

And for folks interested in advocacy opportunities, they
can email advocacy(@sageusa.org

Guest Speaker for Pride Shabbat, Jessica Stern
Friday, June 7th, 8:00 pm

Appointed by President Biden, Jessica Stern serves as the Special Envoy to
Advance the Human Rights of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and
Intersex (LGBTQI+) Persons. Special Envoy Stern leads U.S. efforts to protect
LGBTQI+ persons globally from violence and discrimination. Prior to joining the
Department of State, Stern led Outright International, a global LGBTQI+ human
rights organization, as its Executive Director for ten years. At Outright, Stern
helped the organization secure observer status at the United Nations, release hu-
man rights reports annually, built the world’s largest COVID LGBTQI+ grant-
making program, and quintupled the budget. Before Outright, Stern was a re-
searcher and advocate at Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, and the
Center for Constitutional Rights.

Stern has a long history of multilateral engagement. She was a founding member of the UN LGBTI Core
Group and of its secretariat. Stern successfully campaigned for the first UN General Assembly resolution to
include gender identity and for successive Human Rights Council resolutions on sexual orientation and gender
identity, leading to the establishment of the Independent Expert on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity.
Stern has frequently served as an advisor to UN mechanisms, including as a founding member of the UN-
Women LGBTI Reference Group. Stern is a published author, is frequently cited in the media, and is the recip-
ient of numerous honors, including from Crain’s New York Business, Gay City News, and the Metropolitan
Community Church.

As an adjunct associate professor, Special Envoy Stern taught the first LGBTQI+ rights course at Colum-
bia University’s School of International & Public Affairs. Special Envoy Stern has lived in Mexico, the Unit-
ed Kingdom, and Uruguay.
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April Donations
We appreciate the generosity of our
members and friends, and recognize them
for their support.

Joel and Murray Woldman Kiddush and
Oneg Fund

June Peters and Sue Silber, in honor of their
anniversary

Rod Ross, in honor of his Bar Mitzva anniversary

Ed Knight

Jeff Burka

Fran Sneider

Operating Fund

Paula Morris and Deb Hyman, in honor of
Mary Hubbard’s Bat Mitzva

Barry Friedman, in memory of Ben Mendelson

Barry Friedman, in honor of David Schwarz’s
80th birthday

Joseph Pomper, in memory of Judith Pomper

Diane Liff and Georgia Korn, in memory of
Myron Goldberg

Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Myron Goldberg

Estate of Allan Armus

Sheri Layton

Anonymous

Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund
Devra Floyd

Queen Esther Fund
Warren Snaider

Housing Fund
Anonymous

Barbara Goldberg

Scott Reiter and David Vos

Shavuot
Conversation and
Celebration!

¥ Join Hill Havurah and Bet
B Mishpachah on Tuesday,
s June 11th at 7:30 pm in

5o [ g . ! the Shalom Room at

b oAl . " Reformation (212 E. Cap-

' S ——— N’ ‘* litol St., NE) for an Erev
Shavuot of delicious Torah, wine, and cheesecake. We'll
hear stories of revelation -- from the Torah, and from
members of our own congregations -- and celebrate
with conversation and community.
Registration Link: https://www.hillhavurah.org/form/
shavuot-celebration2024.html

Dinner and Havdala

Join us on Saturday evening,
June 22nd, for dinner and Havdala
to mark the end of the longest
Shabbat of the year. We will be
meeting at a restaurant in Adams
Morgan and then Scott Reiter will
host us for Havdala as twilight be-
_ gins on his roof deck.

Dinner will be at 6:30 pm and
Havdala will follow, at approximately 8:30
pm. Havdala will also be live-streamed on Zoom.
Please RSVP by Wednesday, June 19th
to programmingdirector@betmish.org to receive location
information.

The High Holy Days Are
Coming!

Erev Rosh Hashana begins on Wednesday, October
2nd and we are planning now! Want to be part of the
2024 High Holy Days?

We are looking for members to join the High Holy
Day Committee. Are you willing to volunteer some
time to your mishpachah?

Do you need a good cause to volunteer some time,
energy, and ideas? We have many opportunities
throughout the High Holy Days and welcome your as-
sistance. Please email Paula Morris
at religiousaffairdirector@betmish.org
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Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Iyar/Sivan, 5784 / June 2024

Joanna Scherer
Frederic Silva

Friday, June 21: Larry Neff
Saturday, June 22: Scott Reiter

Elyse Wander Friday, June 28: Mindy Gasthalter and Louis Blank
Steven Weinberg
AJ Whitman pegegegegefegefegegeefegefegefegefegegegegegele
Joel Wind
Noah Wofsy

Celebrate Your Joy

Friday, June 28th will be our next "Simchat
Shabbat," a way in which our members can cele-
brate together. Let us know if you have cause to
celebrate in the way of a birthday, anniversary, or
other special occasion and we will share in your
joy each month. A special blessing will be recited
for all those celebrating.

? Cookic Backelman ? Friday, May 3: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
? ookic Backe!ma ? Friday, May 10: Scott Reiter with Rabbi Ben Shalva
? Kasey Bigsby ? and Eryca Kasse drumming

Jutta Brettschneider Saturday, May 11: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
? Philip Budashewitz ? Friday, May 17: Eryca Kasse and Louis Blank
? Lenny Cohen ? Friday, May 24: James Radack

James Fortinsky Saturday, May 25: Vinny Prell

? David Fox ? Friday, May 31: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

Michael Hoffman
? Maxine Klane ? EX XX XX XX XX %X KX XX XX KX XX XX XX XX XX XX X% XX XX KX XX XX KX XX
? Deborah Kramer ?
? Mark L ?

Diane Liff

? James Nathan ? Friday, June 7: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
‘? Rod Ross ? Saturday, June 8: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
? Alicia Saffer ? Friday, June 14: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

»
th
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1999999919
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% Jeffrey Burka and Marc Bernstein

& Hank Londner and Keith Pickerel
5.6 Howard Menaker and Patrick Gossett

Rabbi Robert and Loretta Saks If you would like to help sponsor towards the en-

§ hanced Oneg for that Friday, please let us

§ know. Contact Mindy at

$

membershipdirector@betmish.org.

Marisa Uchin and Molly Kelly

Membership is an opportunity to develop

friendships, learn, become involved in your SHAB BAT
heritage, and support the only LGBTQ synagogue
in the Washington, DC area.

To join Bet Mishpachah is easy; just visit
www.betmish.org today.

Questions? e-mail
membershipdirector@betmish.org Reduced
dues are offered to our first, second and third year
members.
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to:
Joel Berelson on the passing of his father, Stu Berelson

Announced Friday, May 31 (Yartzeits observed May 31 — June 6; 23-29 lyar)

Harvey Pitt, Father of Emily Pitt

Frank Gasthalter, Uncle of Mindy Gasthalter
Murray Jaco, Uncle of Thomas Sachs

Thelma Menaker, Mother of Howard Menaker
Frances Kraft, Grandmother of Natasha Kraft
Miryam Szachter, Grandmother of Ruth Eisenberg
Mary Cohen, Aunt of Larry Neff

Jay Gilbertson, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia
Joel McBee, Father of Reginald McBee

Selma Reid, Aunt of Devra Floyd

Jerald Weinstein, Cousin of Mindy Gasthalter

May 31

June 1

June 1

June 1 (24 lyar)
June 2 (25 Iyar)
June 3 (26 lyar)
June 4

June 4

June 4

June 4

June 4

Sigmund & Gisella Redlich, Maternal grandparents of Bruce Horowitz June 5 (28 lyar)

Marjorie Weber, Mother of Denise Leish
Joseph Gershon, Father of Liat Novek
Max Youngman, Grandfather of Joel Wind

June 5
June 6 (29 lyar)
June 6 (29 lyar)

Announced Friday, June 7 (Yartzeits observed June 7 - 13; 1 — 7 Sivan)

David Cobden, Step-Grandfather of Jeffrey Berns
Jan Dickstein, Mother of Joel Berelson

Gisele Munzer, Mother of Al Munzer

Clara Sachs, Grandmother of Thomas Sachs

Leo Stern, Uncle of Larry Neff

Bill McCreight, Friend of Ruth Potts

Polly Less, Mother of Martin Less

Sedonia Sneider, Grandmother of Frances Sneider
Alfred Lehman, Cousin of Michael Hoffman
Brian Meringoff, Cousin of Larry Neff

Leonard Sneider, Father of Frances Sneider
Murray Backelman, Father of Cookie Backelman
Alexander Cohen, Uncle of Larry Neff

Harry Karron, Grandfather of David Fox

June 7 (1 Sivan)
June 8

June 8 (2 Sivan)
June 8

June 8

June 9

June 11 (5 Sivan)
June 11

June 12

June 12

June 12

June 13

June 13

June 13 (7 Sivan)

Announced Friday & Saturday, June 14 & 15 (Yartzeits observed June 14 - 20; 8 — 14 Sivan)

Roberta Hyman, Sister of Deb Hyman

Bernard Leish, Father of Denise Leish

Harryette Stern, Mother of Milton Stern

Fred Burka, Grandfather of Jeffrey Burka

Israel Gorodetsky, Grandfather of Barry Friedman
Hyman Lev, Uncle of Larry Neff

Elizabeth Weissman, Grandmother of Jeffrey Kahn

Elise Cheslock, Aunt of Joanna Scherer

Morris Hyman, Paternal Grandfather of Deb Hyman

Fred Kalapinsky, Uncle of Alan Carb
Salvatore Zinnanti, Uncle of Alex Carter

June 16
June 17 (11 Sivan)
June 17 (11 Sivan)
June 18 (12 Sivan)
June 18 (12 Sivan)
June 18
June 18
June 19
June 20
June 20
June 20
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Member Yartzeits - continued

Announced Friday, June 21 (Yartzeits observed June 21 — 27; 15 — 21 Sivan)

Marc Rubenstein, Cousin of Roger Schechter
Herta Snaider, Aunt of Warren Snaider

Hazel Boland, Close friend of Devra Floyd

Paul Caine, Grandfather of Rachel Wolkowitz
Edgar Halpern, Uncle of Roger Schechter

Lee Joran, Partner of Ross Sawilowsky

Samuel Masia, Grandfather of Martin Robinson
Morris Milgram, Father of Betty Milgram

John Willig, Friend of Larry Neff

Albert Saks, Father of Robert Saks

Ann Mendelson, Grandmother of Barry Friedman
Marta Kusic, Friend of Reginald McBee

Hannah Lippert, Great aunt of Deb Hyman

Phil Rosenbloom, Grandfather of Jeffrey Burka
Genia Gloger, Grandmother of Erica Gloger
Charles Lewis, Father of Barbara Lewis

James Ramsay, Brother in law of Barbara Goldberg

June 21
June 21 (15 Sivan)
June 22
June 22 (16 Sivan)
June 22
June 23
June 23
June 23 (17 Sivan)
June 23
June 24
June 25 (19 Sivan)
June 26
June 26
June 26 (20 Sivan)
June 27
June 27
June 27

Announced Friday & Saturday, June 28 & 29 (Yartzeits observed June 28- July 4; 22 — 28 Sivan)

Chad Allen, Cousin of Larry Neff

Anna Smelo, Grandmother of Betty Milgram

Ruth Verdin, Aunt of Catherine Tarabochia

Nettie Wofsy, Mother of Noah Wofsy

Samuel Gasthalter, Grandfather of Mindy Gasthalter
Ursula Petersen, Friend of Elke Martin

Harry Reiter, Grandfather of Scott Reiter

Ruth Freidman, Grandmother of Louis Blank

Zelda Gordon, Aunt of Maxine Klane

Alessandro Nobile, Nephew of Catherine Tarabochia
George Singer, Uncle of Michael Singer

June 28

June 28 (22 Sivan)
June 28

June 28 (22 Sivan)
June 29

June 29

June 29

June 30

July 1

July 1

July 1

Anita Morris, Mother of Paula Morris and Ronni Karambelas July 3 (27 Sivan)
Evelyn Rheingold, Grandmother of Mindy Gasthalter July 3

July 3 (27 Sivan)

July 4 (28 Sivan)

July 4 (28 Sivan)

July 4

Marilyn Snaider, Sister of Warren Snaider
Arvin Cohen, Uncle of Marc Bernstein
Sarah Elman, Grandmother of Diane Liff
Jack Kahn, Grandfather of Jeffrey Kahn
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Shabbat Services

Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our
website for details. The Zoom meeting number will be
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and
Beyond.”

Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of
every month at 10:00 am. Saturday morning services
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.betmish.org/oneg.

Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is
available by sending an email request

to sign(@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks
notice.

Any changes to our regular Shabbat service

schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our
weekly email.

To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date,
location, occasion and number of expected attendees
to administrator@betmish.org

Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations

Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:

* World Congress of LGBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah

* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington

* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater
Washington

* Network of Independent Jewish Communities

and Havurot

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff
Coordinator — Liat Novek

Design/Layout — Liat Novek

Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch
and Elke Martin

Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter

Donations

To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C.
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page
on our web site, www.betmish.org

Death Notices, Bereavement Services

If you are in need of bereavement services or to
announce a death in your family,

email bereavement(@betmish.org.

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter

Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah. The newsletter is
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles,
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of
the month prior to publication to
administrator@betmish.org.

Weekly Email Broadcast

The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast,
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner
organizations. To receive our weekly email newsletter,
send an email to administrator@betmish.org

Congregational Website

Be sure to check out our website

at www.betmish.org with information about our
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites
of interest.

Communications Policy. For questions about our
editorial or advertising policies, send an email
to secretary(@betmish.org

Membership

To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org
Reduced membership is available for new members,
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the
DC metro area.

Address, Phone, and Email Updates
Send your name and old and new information
to membershipdirector@betmish.org

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You

Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim —
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive
the information. Please email us

at BikurCholim@betmish.org.

Women’s Outreach Program

On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 we pour
our favorite beverage to go along with our own

dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and
conversation. We continue to gather virtually every week
and may try an in-person option soon. If you have any
questions contact programmingdirector(@betmish.org
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and
we welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-
binary people.



mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Iyar/Sivan, 5784 / June 2024

DIRECTORY
RABBIS

Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin ... rabbi@betmish.org
Rabbi Bob Saks, EMEritus ..............cviiiiiiiiiiis i rabbibobs@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES

President: Deborah Hyman ...........ccccocon v president@betmish.org
Treasurer: Douglas Auerbach .............cccccoiiiin i treasurer@betmish.org
Secretary: Barbara Goldberg .......ccoooooiiiiiiiiiiies i, secretary@betmish.org
Communication Committee: .........oooeiiiiiiiies v, communications@betmish.org
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris ......... ...ccccciiiiienieeeniienn, religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
High Holy Days: Paula MOITIS .............uuuiiiiiiis evviiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiinnenns hhd@betmish.org
Liturgy Committee: Scott Reiter ...........ccccccet i liturgy@betmish.org
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris...... ....ccccccvviiiiiiiiinnnnns religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Director of Membership: Mindy Gasthalter ....... ....cccccccviiieiiiiiniinnnn, membershipdirector@betmish.org

Director of Operations ...........cccccccvveviiiiiiiiiiii ceviiieicicneeene e ... Operationsdirector@betmish.org

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator ..................ueeeeueies evvevieenneennneeeennnnnnnnn. oneg@betmish.org
Hospitality Coordinator ..................eveveiiiiiiiiies i, hospitality@betmish.org
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator: Devra Floyd ................... sighn@betmish.org
Director of Programming: Joseph Pomper......... cccccccovvviiiiiiiiinnnnnn. programmingdirector@betmish.org
Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman .............. voveeviiieniieeeiieeiiiinn, bookgroup@betmish.org
Programming Committee: Joseph Pomper..... .....cccccvvvviiiiinnnnnnnnns programs@betmish.org
Director of Community Affairs: Alfredo Gomez .. .........ccccccvvvvviinnnnn. communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Director of Congregational Affairs: Jeffrey Kahn ..........ccccccoi congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger........................o bereavement@betmish.org
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Noah Wofsy . ........cccccciiiiininnnn. bikurcholim@betmish.org
Cemetery Committee: ROd ROSS .........ocevviiies vt cemetery@betmish.org
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ............cccccot i, education@betmish.org
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund ......... ....cccccciiiiiiiiniinnnnnns novachavura@betmish.org
Social Justice: James Radack....................eees ceceieieiiiienneeene.... . S0OCHAl-action@betmish.org
LI 1= 2= T TS executivedirector@betmish.org
Bnai ARGVa ..o executivedirector@betmish.org
STAFF
Executive Director: Joshua Maxey .........ccccccccer veviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee, executivedirector@betmish.org

Congregational Administrator: Liat Novek.................................... administrator@betmish.org
BOOKKEEPET ... e bookkeeping@betmish.org



