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Pride 2023 —  Peace, Love, Revolution 
Join DC's LGBTQ+ Synagogue for  

Pride events all this month 
 

Nationals Pride Night 
Tuesday, June 6th at 7:05 pm 
Join us in celebrating the LGBTQ+ community at Nationals 
Park for our eighteenth annual Night OUT presented by Team 
DC. With the purchase of a special ticket, fans will receive a 
Nationals Night OUT T-Shirt. $5 of every ticket sold will be 
donated to Team DC.   
 

Big Queer Jewish Happy Hour & Drag Bingo 
Wednesday, June 7th, 5:30-7:30 pm at Pitchers 
Join GLOE – GLBTQ Outreach & Engagement at the        
Edlavitch DCJCC, Nice Jewish Girls, Nice Jewish Boys 
DC, Bet Mishpachah, and Gayyim for this annual happy hour 
to kick off Capital Pride month followed by Pitchers’ 
Drag Bingo! 
 

Pride Shabbat: Happy Hour, Service & Oneg with  
Bet Mishpachah and GLOE 
Friday, June 9th, 6:30 pm at the EDCJCC 
Join Bet Mishpachah, GLOE, Nice Jewish Boys, and Nice 
Jewish Girls for happy hour, Shabbat services, and an Oneg 
where we will celebrate Pride with Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
of Bet Mishpachah. Come together as a community to reflect 
and celebrate! 
  
Join us for the Pride Parade 
Saturday, June 10th, 3:30 pm in the Dupont Area 
Bet Mishpachah and GLOE invite all individuals and Jewish 
groups to join our contingent of DC’s LGBTQ Jews and our 
friends, families, and allies. Expect singing, dancing, and 
maybe even a little skipping… Bring your own LGBTQ-
Jewish-supportive signs, wear a GLOE T-shirt, or just show 
up and enjoy the fun!  

 

Capital Pride Festival 
Sunday, June 11th, 12:00 pm on Penn. Avenue 
Join the Jewish LGBTQ+ community on America’s 
Main Street, historic Pennsylvania Avenue, for the re-
turn of the Capital Pride Festival. Visit our booth and 
enjoy a a full day of entertainment on three stages, 
food, drink, and advocacy with over 300 exhibitors. 
The Festival is the largest annual event in the National 
Capital Region. 
 

Interfaith Service 
Tuesday, June 13th, 7:00 pm at  
Community Church of DC  
The Capital Pride Interfaith Service is an “integrated 
service” respectfully demonstrating the breadth, depth, 
and sincerity of our faith, exposing the lie that anti-gay 
fundamentalists have a monopoly on faith and religion. 
We take pride that our community expresses its reli-
gious faiths in a myriad of ways, each sacred and 
revered with years of tradition.  
 

Pride Theater Night - One Jewish Boy 
Thursday, June 22nd at Theater J,  EDCJCC,    
Happy Hour at 6:30 pm; play at 8:00 pm 
Come see “One Jewish Boy,” a quick-fire new British 
comedy about antisemitism, where Jesse, a nice Jewish 
boy, falls in love with Alex, a mixed-race girl.  The 
love between them is pure and absolute, but Jesse has 
never been able to shake off the vicious attack that 
changed him forever.  This provocative play received a 
massive antisemitic response when the UK production 
opened in 2018.  Don't miss the US premiere of this 
urgent and unflinching comedy, which pits the impact 
of hatred against the power of love.  For discounted 
tickets, use the code GLOE20. 
 

GLOE Monthly Hike: Pride Edition 
Saturday, June 24th 
Join us for a special Pride-edition hike at Sugarloaf 
Mountain in Frederick, Maryland. We will do a four-
mile loop around the mountain and to the peak for 
great views! The trail is moderate with some steep/
rocky sections, so bring hiking boots and snacks! Af-
terward, we will have a late lunch at the Comus Inn (5 
min drive from the hike) for great food, drinks, and 
incredible outdoor views of the mountain before head-
ing back to DC. Be ready for a full day!  Questions?  
Contact Mindy at mgasthalter@gmail.com. 

Volunteer with us! Volunteers are needed to help staff the Pride festival booth on Sunday, June 11th for 
more information, please email executivedirector@betmish.org 

http://thejdc.convio.net/site/Calendar?id=164884&view=Detail
http://thejdc.convio.net/site/Calendar?id=164804&view=Detail
http://thejdc.convio.net/site/Calendar?id=164804&view=Detail
http://thejdc.convio.net/site/Calendar?id=164806&view=Detail
https://www.capitalpride.org/event/festival/
mailto:mgasthalter@gmail.com
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Pride Week 
Sometimes it takes more than shouting it to show your pride.  It takes more 
than a sign, a fabulous outfit, or a month of parades.  Pride has to resonate 
from within; shine out to everyone around you before you announce it to the 
world. 

Solange Nicole 
 

In 1322 
The French poet Qalonymos ben Qalonymos wrote “on Becoming Woman,” a 
moving and eloquent plea to G-d to make Qalonymos a woman, so Qalonymos 
could live their life as they truly wished: “if  that alone might be done, how 
wondrous then would be my fortune.” 
 
As we gather today, let us be strengthened by the knowledge that despite the 
efforts of those who would erase us, we have always been brilliant facets shin-
ing in the many-colored diamond of our tradition. 
 

And Today 
Who would you have been if you had never been punished for gender inappro-
priate behavior?  What would it be like to walk down the street, go to work or 
attend a party and take it for granted that the gender of the people you met 
would not be the first thing you ascertained about them?  What if we all helped 
each other to manifest our most beautiful, sexy, intelligent, creative and adven-
turous inner selves, instead of cooperating to suppress them? 

Patrick Califa 
 

May the Love 
May the love that overcomes all differences, 
that heals all wound, that puts to flight all fears, 
that reconciles all who are separated,  
Be in us and among us now and always.  Amen 

Rev. Frederick E. Gillis 

Sh’vat Va-Yinafash, page 429 

Seeking Nominations for Bet Mishpachah  
Annual Service Awards 
  

Nominations are now being accepted for our two annual service 
awards to be presented in the upcoming months.  Please submit 
your nominees along with a brief description of their accomplish-
ments to Bruce Horowitz at CongregatonalAffairsDirec-
tor@BetMish.org.  
  
The Dace Stone Volunteer of the Year Award, named for congregant Dace Stone, z”l, a distinguished social work-
er and LGBT and AIDS activist, recognizes a congregational member who has made outstanding contributions to 
the Bet Mishpachah community. Rod Ross was our 2022 recipient. 
  
The Harvey Milk Chesed Award, named for LGBT activist and openly gay San Francisco City Council member 
assassinated in 1978, recognizes an individual, member or nonmember, who has made outstanding contributions to 
the wider LGBT and Jewish communities of which Bet Mishpachah is a part. James Radack was our 2021 recipi-
ent.    
  
We look forward to selecting our 2023 candidates for these prestigious awards in our community! 
  

mailto:CongregatonalAffarirsDirector@BetMish.org
mailto:CongregatonalAffarirsDirector@BetMish.org
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Interment for Charles Sutton Stewart z’l’  

by Rod Ross 
 

 Weather-wise 
the day could not 
have been better — 
sunny, but not too 
bright, and pleasant-
ly warm, reaching 
the very low 80s.  

The cemetery staff had dug a grave to be next to that of 
Charlie’s husband, Jack Hillelsohn z’l’. With Rabbi Jake 
officiating, two dozen congregants — all friends of our 
beloved Charlie— gathered in front of his wooden casket 
for the final goodbye. Almost exactly five years earlier 
Charlie had come to the Elesavetgrad Cemetery for the un-
veiling of Jack’s gravestone. While Charlie had died in Ha-
waii on March 9th, it had taken a while to clear all the hur-
dles for his body to be interred, with Hines-Rinaldi of Sil-
ver Spring, MD, providing mortuary services as it had for 
Jack. 
 Towards the end of the service, Elke Martin and Glenn 
Garelik provided eulogies. Elke’s remarks were prepared, 
Glenn’s were extemporaneous. Both told of Charlie’s love 
of languages, his skills in cooking, his incredibly generous 
nature and his noteworthy contributions to the congrega-
tion. Elke pointed out that he had revived the Book Group, 
taught Beginners Hebrew, as well as trope for those study-
ing for Bar or Bat Mitzva, and may have originated the 
phrase “Not Just Food Drive” when Bet Mishpachah start-
ed collecting donations for the N Street Village. Elke re-
ferred to the lavish sederim Charlie and Jack had held at 
their Mount Rainier home. Glenn spoke with amazement 
that someone without a Yiddish bubbe could make such a 
delicious kugel, prepared in quantity to feed the congrega-
tion. Both were aware that Polish was the last language that 
Charlies had learned, with Glenn (who knows Russian) 
having told Charlie that Polish was the most difficult Slavic 
language to master, which made Charlie all the more eager 
to meet the challenge. 
 Elke concluded her remarks with a stand-out remem-
brance.  It was 1999, back in the days when Bet Mishpa-
chah held annual services with converts talking about their 
path to conversion. She continued, “As I was listening to 
Charlie, I thought I could have said something very similar, 
and that started my own path 
to learning and becoming 
part of this wondrous family. 
Thank you, Charlie!”    
 Although the service was 
not live-streamed, Louis Al-
tarescu captured segments on 
his cell so that they could be 
available through our web-
site. When Louis had visited 
Charlie in Hawaii, he ar-
ranged for the two of them to 
take a helicopter ride to the 

Big Island’s volcano, and for a separate adventure to go 
ziplining. His recording the service was a fitting tribute 
to friendship. 
 As for the cemetery itself, some years ago Bet Mish-
pachah reached an agreement with Elesavetgrad Ceme-
tery so that members could be buried in three rows of 
graves on land nearest the chapel. To reach the grave-
area, one takes a half-block long drive, adjacent to an 
open area, from the cemetery’s entrance.  Its address is 
now designated as 1496 Congress Street, SE. The ceme-
tery is a half mile from the Congress Heights Metro Sta-
tion and a half mile from the intersection of Suitland 
Parkway and Stanton Road. 

 
 

Louis and Charlie in Hawaii 

Bet Mishpachah Bestows Krampf Fund 

2023-24 Awards 

The Social Action Committee re-
cently designated Avodah DC and 
the PRISM program as the recipi-
ents of the Krampf Fund awards for 
the 2023-24 cycle. 
 
Avodah 
Avodah develops lifelong social justice leaders whose 
work is informed by Jewish values and who inspire the 
Jewish community to work toward a more just and eq-
uitable world. DC corps members have job placements 
at HIAS, N Street Village, Jews United for Justice, 
CASA, and other local nonprofits. 
 
PRISM 
PRISM (Pride Refugee & Immigrant Support Meet-Up) 
was created to build a safe, affirming, and inclusive 
peer community for LGBTQ asylum seekers and refu-
gees. To do this, PRISM facilitators and volunteers host 
weekly LGBTQ-focused activities, community-building 
events, and engage in advocacy initiatives that advance 
the interests of LGBTQ asylum seekers. 
 
To get more involved with these and other partners, 
please contact social-action@betmish.org. 
 

mailto:social-action@betmish.org
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Parashat Shelach Lecha - Fear, Perception, and Imagination: Grasshoppers in Whose Eyes? 
by Jay Stanton on Friday June 20, 2008 

 
 In the beginning of this week’s Torah portion, Shelach Lecha, G-d commands Moses to 
send twelve scouts to the land of Canaan on a reconnaissance mission. They are charged with 
the task of assessing the land and reporting back to Moses and the community about the re-
sources of the land and the people who inhabit it. Giving their report after returning from their 
mission, they state that the land is filled with milk and honey, but the people who inhabit it are 
large and numerous. Caleb, one of the scouts, assures the people that, despite the difficulties, 
the Israelites will be able to conquer the land. Ten other scouts make a comment, which I will 
share below, about how small they are, while asserting the unwise nature of Caleb’s conclusion. 
Hearing fear in the voices of these eye-witnesses, the Israelite community exclaims the wish 
that they had died in Egypt. Upon hearing the Israelite’s comment, Caleb and Joshua (another 
of the scouts) rend their clothes in a passionate gesture of mourning, and implore the Israelites 
not to rebel against Moses and G-d. In response, G-d threatens to wipe out the Israelites. Moses 
pleads with G-d on behalf of the Israelite people, and G-d agrees to stay his hand. Instead of 

this immediate retribution, G-d decrees that all the adults of this faithless generation die out in the wilderness so that a new genera-
tion, one more like Joshua and Caleb (who were excepted from G-d’s decree), could advance to the Promised Land:  We saw 
the Nephilim there–the Anakites are part of the Nephilim–and we looked like grasshoppers to ourselves, and so we must have looked 
to them. (Num. 13:33, JPS) 
 These words offer a snapshot into human nature. When hearing that a task is difficult, how often do we respond to a challenge 
by convincing ourselves we are inadequate to the task ahead? This portion plays on universal tendencies to underestimate ourselves 
and let our worries overtake our reason. It is all too easy to see the courage of Caleb, and yet to identify with the concerns of the ten 
scouts. 
 We, as people, as Jews, and as members of the LGBTIGQQ community, are often afraid. We have good reason to be; in life, 
there are many threats. As queers and especially as Jewish queers, we know that some people wish to do us harm. This is the fear 
expressed in the scouts’ comment about being grasshoppers. How can we, such a small group of people, ever face a group of people 
bigger in size and numbers than we are? How can we have Caleb’s courage to go forward, despite the odds? The task of overtaking 
the land of Canaan, a sure thing that G-d promised the Israelites, suddenly becomes impossible when the scouts take a look at the 
people who inhabit the land. They, like many of us, fear failure. But more than fearing failure on their own part, they fear failure 
because of a lack of signs from G-d. Clearly, given the circumstances, some sort of ot (sign) would have been appreciated. A sign, 
any sign, would have been reassuring.   
 However, none was given. That does not mean that G-d wasn’t with the Israelites. We learn that “K’vodo malei olam,” G-d’s 
glory fills the entire world. We shouldn’t need a sign – G-d’s presence fills creation – and in this case, G-d’s word speaks for itself. 
But sometimes we feel we are alone without a sign. A sign to signify what jobs we should take, when to come out, or even what 
college major we should choose, would help us get through life’s challenges. Of course, we wouldn’t grow as much. 
 The ten scouts also perceived themselves as small. They saw themselves as grasshoppers compared to the people of the land. 
This perception is reasonable. How can we argue with the way one sees oneself in comparison to others? When I first came to the 
University of Chicago, I thought myself inferior to other students because they had read more of the classics, and they knew what 
words like “epistemology” meant, before entering college. I knew I had some catching up to do, and I feared I would be unequal to 
the task. However, in the classroom setting, I realized that more important than what you have been taught is how you think (you 
can always read a little extra). The situation with the scouts is similar: they perceive themselves to be less than those who inhabit the 
land because those who inhabit the land are more sure of themselves in the land; they have more experience being there. 
 The ten scouts perceived themselves as grasshoppers in comparison to the huge Anakites. We do not need to dispute this claim. 
Maybe the scouts were scrawny in comparison to the Anakites. If not in ‘reality’, it’s certainly how they imagined themselves. If 
they were smaller, and even if they simply imagined themselves to be smaller, they had reason to fear. However, the next step in 
their logic is problematic.  The scouts go on to say that they “must have looked” like grasshoppers to the Anakites. This step in their 
logic seems based solely on projection–the kind of imagination that produces monsters under the bed. As humans, we are not 
blessed with the ability to read minds. We can anticipate, after much practice, the actions of people we know, but we cannot know 
exactly what is going through their heads. All the more so, we cannot know what goes through the heads of people with whom we 
have never interacted. 
 Presumptuous and counterproductive, assuming the thoughts of another is rarely fruitful. Instead, it tends to reduce the imaginer 
to a childlike state. Lawrence Kushner, in the book Five Cities of Refuge, recounts a teaching of the Kotzker Rebbe: Menahem 
Mendl Morgenstern of Kotzk says that it’s all right to say you feel like a grasshopper in your own eyes–that means you’re alert–but 
when you start guessing what you look like to someone else, you’ve given them permission to define you, so you’re still a child. For 
this reason, Caleb, who refuses to let anyone else define him, is a man and, along with Joshua, was one of only two men of the wil-
derness generation to live to enter the Promised Land. 
 The ten scouts are nervous, letting others define them; they have not yet trusted their own definitions for themselves. Caleb, in 
contrast, is strong and independent, letting no one else define him. Repeatedly asserting his stance on the subject at hand, he refuses 
to pass as someone he’s not. 
 If as a people, LGBTIGQQ Jews were to take Caleb’s actions to heart, we would follow his example of strength and independ-
ence. Stepping up to the challenges of our times, as queer Jews, allows us to grow as a people, especially if we employ hopeful im-
aginings or strength and pride rather than frightening projections of powerlessness. And then, like Caleb, (no matter the gender with 
which we identify) we will be menschen. 

https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.13.33?lang=he-en&utm_source=keshetonline.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
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Rabbi Jake’s Class 
 
Rabbi Jake will be teaching one more wonderful class this 
spring.   
 
Sing a New Song -  A 
Survey of New 
Melodies for Ancient 
Texts - Wednesday,         
June 14th, at 7:30 pm.    
 
We all have the 
melodies to certain prayers and texts that speak to us - 
perhaps something from childhood or something we’ve 
learned somewhere along our Jewish journeys.  Jewish 
musicians and composers are always finding new ways to 
bring meaning to ancient texts, and we’ll hear how some 
of them have interpreted them through song.  We’ll hear 
examples from Israeli artists, queer Jews, and camp song 
leaders, and do some singing along as well. This class 
will be virtual and in-person at the EDCJCC. 
 

The Zoom invitations will appear in the weekly 
newsletter, “This Week and Beyond,” and on our 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/betmish.  Classes are 
always free for members of Bet Mishpachah.  There is a 
suggested donation of $10 for nonmembers which may be 
made on our website. 

Juneteenth joint celebration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bet Mishpachah is proud to join area synagogues and 
organizations for the second annual Juneteenth Com-
munity Celebration organized by our very own Execu-
tive Director, Joshua Maxey.   
 
A special community Shabbat service will take place on 
Friday, June 16th at Washington Hebrew Congrega-
tion.  Experience an inclusive and uplifting Shabbat as 
we celebrate our diverse community and embrace the 
power of unity. Don't miss this unique opportunity to 
reflect and connect. To register, please go to: 
www.whctemple.org/event/juneteenth-shabbatwhc-
2023-06-16/ 

We Are the “House of Family” 

Bet Mishpachah’s Membership Renewal Season is 
starting this month! This is the perfect time to reflect on 
our synagogue’s history and take pride in how Bet Mish-
pachah has made such a difference in our lives. 
  
We can look back almost fifty years ago to the early days 
of Bet Mishpachah when no other synagogue welcomed 
LGBTQ+ Jews. At that time no one provided a religious, 
spiritual, and community space in which we could safely 
pray and socialize. Back then, many of us were afraid of 
embracing who we truly were. We were frightened of be-
ing rejected by family members and friends and afraid of 
losing our jobs if we “came out.”  
  
In the days before the Internet and social media, a small 
group of LGBTQ+ Jews came together. They took action 
to form their own synagogue. They created a family that 
did not judge with whom we socialized, who we loved, or 
how we dressed. The family, very small at first, spread the 
startling news that an LGBTQ+ synagogue had come to 
town. The news spread by word of mouth and through the 
only newspaper, The Gay Blade. At first, we offered reli-
gious services in members’ homes, where we sometimes 
could barely muster a minyan. Still, the message spread: 
“Bet Mish is the family you can depend on for mutual 
respect, comfort, and friendship. Come join us!” 
  
Fast forward to today. Thanks to members like you, we 
are a vibrant congregation. We are able to offer a full 
schedule of religious services, educational classes, and an 
innovative presence on social media. The Bet Mishpachah 
family shares life cycle events together. We serve our 
community. We look forward to a bright future through 
our new Strategic Plan, hard-working volunteers and Rab-
bi, and tireless Executive Director and Administrator. 
Your Board has made the commitment to design more 
effective policies and practices. 
  
We hope that Bet Mishpachah will continue to be your 
Family of Choice. We have been here for almost fifty 
years and we hope to be here for fifty more.  
  
We are your Bet Mishpachah. Please renew and donate 
generously.  If you have not received an email with a link 
for our membership renewal form, please contact Liat at 
administrator@betmish.org. 

http://www.facebook.com/betmish
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Bet Mishpachah goes to Baltimore! 

On Sunday,    June 

4th, Bet Mishpachah 
will be having a 
guided tour of the 
Jewish Museum of 
Maryland.  We will 
be meeting at the 
museum at 11:00 
am, where as a 
group, we will get a discounted admission fee of $5.00 per 
person.  At the museum, we will visit two historic build-
ings, the Lloyd Street Synagogue and the B’nai Israel Syn-
agogue, for a close-up look into the history of Jewish Balti-
more, as well as exhibits of artifacts representing centuries 
of Jewish life in Maryland.   

Following the tour, we will have lunch at Miss Shirley's, a 
well-known local eatery. Please let us know if you will be 
able to join us so we can let the museum know how large 
our group will be, and if you will need transportation, as 
we will be car pooling.  If you will be joining us and can 
drive, please let us know if you have room in your car for 
an extra passenger or two.   For  information, or if you 
would like to sign up, please contact us at                                
programs@betmish.org. 

A Rainbow Thread: An Anthology of Queer 
Jewish Texts 

On Wednesday, June 7th at 7:00 

pm, join us with National 
Eshel and Noam Sienna for a 
reading and discussion of some of 
the sources from his anthology, A 
Rainbow Thread.  A Rainbow 
Thread brings together queer Jew-
ish texts from the 1st century to 
the 20th century. Following the 
discussion, we will have the op-
portunity to ask him additional 
questions. 
 
Dr. Noam Sienna is an educator, artist, and scholar of Jew-
ish history and culture, focusing especially on Jewish life 
in the premodern Islamic world. He completed his PhD at 
the University of Minnesota in 2020, and is currently a 
Visiting Assistant Professor in Religion at St. Olaf College 
in Northfield, Minnesota. His first book, A Rainbow 
Thread: An Anthology of Queer Jewish Texts from the 
First Century to 1969 (Print-O-Craft Press, 2019), received 
the 2020 Reference Award from the Association of Jewish 
Libraries and the 2020 Anthology Award from the Lambda 
Literary Foundation. 

Bet Mishpachah Programs in July! 

Join us for a virtual game night of Jewish Scatter-
gories on July 10th at 7:00 pm. We will be playing 
through the offical Scattergories website and zoom. 
RSVP at programs@betmish.org.  
 
Join us for an in-person dinner at The Diner, 2453 
18th St NW, Washington, DC 20009 at 6:30 pm 
followed by Havdala at Scott Reiter's house a few 
blocks away.  RSVP at programs@betmish.org. 

A Few Words from our President 

By Mitchell Haymes 
With all the time, coordination and frustration involved 
in bringing Charlie Stewart back to DC and having him 
buried next to his husband in Bet Mishpachah’s ceme-
tery section, there was one significant moment that I 
want to tell you about. At that moment, which took 
place several weeks after Charlie’s death, his body re-
mained in limbo in Hawaii as his estate could not be 
opened to pay the expenses for his transport to DC and 
his interment.  
 At its meeting in April, the Board was discussing 
what, if anything, we could do to expedite Charlie’s 
burial. The possibility of fronting the necessary fees was 
raised, leading to a vigorous back-and-forth about the 
amount of the charges and the possibility of reimburse-
ment once Charlie’s estate was opened. In the course of 
the discussion, someone mentioned that paying for an 
interment was something you would only do for family. 
In response, a second speaker related how they had paid 
for a family member’s funeral and the first speaker then 
recounted a similar story. At that point, the second 
speaker clarified why they had told the original story. 
With some emotion, they said: “But we are family! We 
are BET MISHPACHAH!”  
 Really, without any further discussion, the Board 
then agreed to front the costs. While we hoped that in 
all likelihood Bet Mishpachah would be reimbursed, we 
were willing to accept the possibility that we would not 
be, because that’s what families do. We also recognized 
that we would do the same for any member. This does 
not mean that we can be taken advantage of. However, 
in the event of an emergency and in keeping with     
Jewish principles, we will want to do what’s right.  
 In light of what happened, I am asking you to re-
flect on what you mean to our synagogue and in turn 
what its congregation means to you. I realize we have 
our individual squabbles from which it seems we can be 
nicer to the outside world than we are to each other. I 
can’t speak for other families, but that’s the way mine 
operated, so I’m comfortable with it. Still, my family 
was there for me when I truly needed it and I can now 
be sure that the same is true for Bet Mishpachah. I hope 
you will all feel the same way. 

mailto:programs@betmish.org
mailto:programs@betmish.org
mailto:programs@betmish.org
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     Thank You to Our June  
Service Leaders  

Friday, June 2: Rachel Hamberger and  
 Larry Neff 
Friday, June 9: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin,  
 Eryca Kasse and Robyn Helzner  
Saturday, June 10: Marc Bernstein and  
 Jeff Burka 
Friday, June 16:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, June 23: Allan Armus  
Saturday, June 24: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, June 30: Paula Morris 
 
 

Thank you to our May 
Service Leaders  

Friday, May 5:  Paula Morris 
Friday, May 12:  Scott Reiter and Rabbi  
     Ben Shalva with Eryca Kasse drumming 
Saturday, May 13:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, May 19: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and 
 Louis Blank 
Friday, May 26: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Saturday, May 28: Scott Reiter 
 

June Anniversaries 
 

Jeffrey Burka and Marc Bernstein 
Hank Londner and Keith Pickerel  

Howard Menaker and Patrick Gossett 
Rabbi Robert and Loretta Saks 
Marisa Uchin and Molly Kelly 

June Birthdays  
Cookie Backelman 

Kasey Bigsby 
Jutta Brettschneider 
Philip Budashewitz 

James Fortinsky 
David Fox 

Sarajane Garten 
Hazel Groman 

Michael Hoffman 
Maxine Klane 

Deborah Kramer 
Mark L 

Diane Liff 
James Nathan 

Rod Ross 
Alicia Saffer 

Joanna Scherer 
Elyse Wander 

Steven Weinberg 
Joel Wind 

Noah Wofsy 
Beth Weisman 

April Donations 
 
We appreciate the generosity of our members and 
friends, and recognize them for their support.  
 

Operating Fund 
Mark Agrast 
Keith Cohen 
JonRobert Johnson 
Barry Friedman, in memory of his parents 
Barry Friedman, in memory of Dorothy Lipson 
Mindy Gasthalter, in honor of the 40th anniversary of 
Beth Cohen and Fran Sneider 
 

 
 
Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund 
Devra Floyd 
Rod Ross, in memory of Charlie Stewart 
 
Siddur Fund 
Amy Bardack 
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Member Yartzeits  
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, May 26 and 27 (Yartzeits observed May 26-June 1; 6-12 Sivan)  
Harry Karron, Grandfather of David Fox        May 27  (7 Sivan) 
Jerry Moore, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia      May 27   
Paul Neff, Uncle of Larry Neff          May 27   
Abraham and Feiga Stern, Grandparents of Alvin Stern    May 27  (7 Sivan) 
Albert Jaco, Grandfather of Thomas Sachs       May 28   
David Sikowitz, Grandfather of Judith Retchin      May 29   
Henrietta Isom, Grandmother of LySandra Brady     May 30   
Namon Johnson, Sr., Father of LySandra Brady      May 30   
Cheryl  Stoeber-Goff, Friend of Sarajane Garten      May 30   
Bernard Leish, Father of Denise Leish        May 31  (11 Sivan) 
Fred Burka, Grandfather of Jeffrey Burka       June 1  (12 Sivan) 
Frank Gasthalter, Uncle of Mindy Gasthalter       June 1   
Murray Jaco, Uncle of Thomas Sachs        June 1   
 
Announced Friday, June 2 (Yartzeits observed June 2-8; 13-19 Sivan)  
Mary Cohen, Aunt of Larry Neff          June 4  
Jay Gilbertson, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia      June 4  
Joel McBee, Father of Reginald McBee        June 4  
Selma Reid, Aunt of Devra Floyd         June 4  
Herta Snaider, Aunt of Warren Snaider        June 4 (15 Sivan) 
Jerald Weinstein, Cousin of Mindy Gasthalter      June 4  
Paul Caine, Grandfather of Rachel Wolkowitz      June 5 (16 Sivan) 
Marjorie Weber, Mother of Denise Leish        June 5  
Samuel Groman, Father of Hazel Groman       June 6 (17 Sivan) 
Morris Milgram, Father of Betty Milgram       June 6 (17 Sivan) 
Jan Dickstein, Mother of Joel Berelson        June 8  
Clara Sachs, Grandmother of Thomas Sachs       June 8  
Leo Stern, Uncle of Larry Neff          June 8  
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, June 9 and 10 (Yartzeits observed June 9-15; 20-26 Sivan)  
Bill McCreight, Friend of Ruth Potts         June 9  
Phil Rosenbloom, Grandfather of Jeffrey Burka      June 9 (20 Sivan) 
Anna Smelo, Grandmother of Betty Milgram      June 11 (22 Sivan) 
Sedonia Sneider, Grandmother of Frances Sneider     June 11  
Nettie Wofsy, Mother of Noah Wofsy        June 11 (22 Sivan) 
Alfred Lehman, Cousin of Michael Hoffman       June 12  
Brian Meringoff, Cousin of Larry Neff        June 12  
Leonard Sneider, Father of Frances Sneider       June 12  
Murray Backelman, Father of Cookie Backelman     June 13  
Alexander Cohen, Uncle of Larry Neff        June 13  
 
Announced Friday, June 16 (Yartzeits observed June 16-22; 27 Sivan – 3 Tamuz)  
Roberta Hyman, Sister of Deb Hyman        June 16  
Anita Morris, Mother of Paula Morris and Ronni Karambelas  June 16 (27 Sivan) 
Marilyn Snaider, Sister of Warren Snaider       June 16 (27 Sivan) 
Gertrude Armus, Mother of Allan Armus       June 17 (28 Sivan) 
Leah Lev, Aunt of Larry Neff           May 26   
Arvin Cohen, Uncle of Marc Bernstein         June 17 (28 Sivan) 
Sarah Elman, Grandmother of Diane Liff        June 17 (28 Sivan) 
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Member Yartzeits –continued 
 
Announced Friday, June 16 (Yartzeits observed June 16-22; 27 Sivan – 3 Tamuz)  
Hyman Lev, Uncle of Larry Neff         June 18  
Elizabeth Weissman, Grandmother of Jeffrey Kahn    June 18  
Elise Cheslock, Aunt of Joanna Scherer       June 19  
George Cross, Father of Belinda Cross        June 20  
Rachell Eisenberg, Mother of Ruth Eisenberg      June 20 (1 Tamuz) 
Morris Hyman, Paternal Grandfather of Deb Hyman    June 20  
Fred Kalapinsky, Uncle of Alan Carb        June 20  
Pearl Magid, Aunt of Carl Spatz         June 20 (1 Tamuz) 
Salvatore Zinnanti, Uncle of Alex Carter       June 20  
Sylvia Deutsch, Mother of Nathaniel Deutsch      June 21  
Marc Rubenstein, Cousin of Roger Schechter      June 21  
James Berns, Grandfather of Jeffrey Berns       June 22 (3 Tamuz) 
Hazel Boland, Close friend of Devra Floyd      June 22  
Edgar Halpern, Uncle of Roger Schechter       June 22  
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, June 23 and 24 (Yartzeits observed June 23-29; 4-10 Tamuz)  
Jan Berns, Uncle of Jeffrey Berns         June 23 (4 Tamuz) 
Lee Joran, Partner of Ross Sawilowsky       June 23  
Samuel Masia, Grandfather of Martin Robinson     June 23  
Israel Pomper, Paternal Grandfather of Joseph Pomper    June 23 (4 Tamuz) 
John Willig, Friend of Larry Neff         June 23  
Herman Kropf, Father of Barry Kropf        June 24 (5 Tamuz) 
Alex Lebowitz, Brother of Dena Lebowitz       June 24  
Albert Saks, Father of Robert Saks         June 24  
Doiv Barlas, Father of Judy Barlas         June 25  
Ruth Barlas, Mother of Judy Barlas        June 26  
Marta Kusic, Friend of Reginald McBee       June 26  
Hannah Lippert, Great Aunt of Deb Hyman      June 26  
Genia Gloger, Grandmother of Erica Gloger      June 27  
Charles Lewis, Father of Barbara Lewis       June 27  
James Ramsay, Brother in law of Barbara Goldberg    June 27  
Chad Allen, Cousin of Larry Neff         June 28  
Leon Deutsch, Father of Nathaniel Deutsch      June 28  
Ruth Verdin, Aunt of Catherine Tarabochia      June 28  
Samuel Gasthalter, Grandfather of Mindy Gasthalter    June 29  
Ursula Petersen, Friend of Elke Martin        June 29  
Harry Reiter, Grandfather of Scott Reiter       June 29 
 
Announced Friday, June 30 (Yartzeits observed June 30-July 6; 11-17 Tamuz)  
Ruth Freidman, Grandmother of Louis Blank      June 30  
Zelda Gordon, Aunt of Maxine Klane        July 1  
Max Morris, Grandfather of Paula Morris and Ronni Karambelas July 1 (12 Tamuz) 
Alessandro Nobile, Nephew of Catherine Tarabochia    July 1  
George Singer, Uncle of Michael Singer       July 1  
Ben Snaider, Uncle of Warren Snaider        July 2 (13 Tamuz) 
Philip Woldman, Father of Murray Woldman      July 2 (13 Tamuz) 
Evelyn Rheingold, Grandmother of Mindy Gasthalter    July 3  
Jack Kahn, Grandfather of Jeffrey Kahn       July 4  
David Nissenbaum, Father of Beverly Nissenbaum    July 5 (16 Tamuz) 
Ricardo Alcaraz, Ex-Brother-in-law of Judy Barlas    July 6  
Morton Retchin, Father of Judith Retchin       July 6  
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Shabbat Services  
Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services 
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay 
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our 
website for details.  The Zoom meeting number will be 
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and 
Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services 
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion 
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor 
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/85094BAFAC28A3FC1-
erev. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our 
weekly email. 
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
location and number of expected attendees 
to administrator@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of GLBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch 
and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 
 
Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to 
announce a death in your family, 
email bereavement@betmish.org. 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah.  The newsletter is 
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles, 
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of 
the month prior to publication to 
administrator@betmish.org. 
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, 
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well 
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email newsletter, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website 
at www.betmish.org with information about our 
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our 
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites 
of interest. 
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our 
editorial or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for new members, 
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the 
DC metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to membershipdirector@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — 
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim 
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is 
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive 
the information. Please email us 
at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 
Women’s Outreach Program 
On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 we pour 
our favorite beverage to go along with our own 
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and 
conversation. We continue to gather virtually every week 
and may try an in-person option soon. If you have any 
questions contact programmingdirector@betmish.org  
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.          
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and 
we welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-
binary people.  

https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ..................................  ..............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  ..............................  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Mitchell Haymes  .............................  ..............................  president@betmish.org  
   Rabbinic Liaison Committee:  Al Munzer 
 
Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  .........................  ..............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Whitney Babash  .............................  ..............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:   .........................  ..............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris .........  ..............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

High Holy Days: Paula Morris & Rachel Hamberger  .....................  hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter  ....................  ..............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris ......   .............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 

Director of Membership:  Deb Hyman................  ..............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
   Strategic Planning Task Force: Deb Hyman 
 
Director of Operations ....................................... …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator  ............................  ..............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Coordinator  ..................................  ..............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd ...................  sign@betmish.org  

 
Director of Programming ...................................  ..............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  ..............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ....................  ..............................  education@betmish.org  
Programming Committee: Joseph Pomper .....  ..............................  programs@betmish.org 

 
Director of Community Affairs: Brian Parks ........  ..............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Jewish Community Relations Council representative: Stuart Sotsky 
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Bruce Horowitz  ..........................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger……………………….. ..  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Barbara Lewis  ............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee: Allan Armus .................  ..............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  .........  ..............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: James Radack ........................ ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  
Keshet Rising .................................................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
B’nai Ahava ....................................................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 

 
STAFF 

Executive Director:  Joshua Maxey ...................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. .............  administrator@betmish.org 
Bookkeeper .......................................................  ..............................  bookkeeping@betmish.org 
 


