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July Highlights at Bet Mishpachah and Beyond 
 
Sunday, July 20th—Trip to Capital Jewish Museum 
Thursday, July 24th—Pride Happy Hour at Jewish Capital 
Museum 
Saturday, August 2nd—Tisha B’Av service 

Wonderful World Pride Celebrations 

 This past month of Pride Celebrations offered 
many wonderful experiences.  We came together to 
celebrate love, pride, and most importantly 
community.  
 We kicked the celebration off with the 42nd 
Annual Pride Interfaith Service at All Souls Church 
Unitarian. The celebration continued on Thursday at 
The Lillian and Albert Small Capital Jewish Museum 
where the DC Jewish LGBTQ+ community, the 
World Congress of LGBTQ+, and community 
partners came together for an evening of inspiration, 
celebration, and joy. We welcomed Shabbat with a 
happy hour, service and dinner at Adas Israel 
Congregation. Three hundred people met, mixed, and 
mingled at the happy hour. Afterwards, our own 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin along with clergy from 
around the Washington community led a deeply 
moving World Pride Shabbat service attended by over 
400 people.  The service honored the memory of 
Sarah Milgrim and Yaron Lischinsky.  Washington 
Hebrew Congregation, Temple Sinai, Adas Israel and 
Sixth & I all lent their support to make the Shabbat 
service happen. On Saturday we marched in the 
parade, carried the Bet Mishpachah Banner and waved 
to the crowd.  For two days at the festival, volunteers 
staffed our booth and spread the word about our 
congregation to the numerous people who stopped 
by.   In addition to all of this, Bet Mishpachah hosted 
the World Congress of LGBTQ+ Jews DC Kiki 2025.  
 I want to thank all our volunteers who helped with 
our World Pride events: Mindy Gasthalter, Jeff Kahn, 
Patrick Dibattista, and Deb Hyman for decorating the 
space at Adas; Paula Morris and Rabbi Jake for 
coordinating and delivering the service; Mark Agrast, 
Patrick Dibattista, Mindy Gasthalter, Bruce Horowitz, 
Andrea Jennetta, Jeff Kahn, Michael Lusting, Joe 
Pomper, Vinny Prell, Sophie Kaufman,  Emily 
Jillson, and David Sobelsohn for staffing the Bet 
Mishpachah booth at the Pride Festival. A special 
thank you to Marcy Spiro, Eric Goldberg and their 
staff at Adas Israel for hosting us. Also, thanks 
to Sophie Kaufman and Emily Jillson from the 
EDCJCC for their help at the reception table at Adas 
and the festival booth.  
 If I missed anyone, know that we 
appreciate you. Finally, if you are interested in 
volunteering for any future event, please get in touch 
with any one of our Board members. 
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Follow us on Social Media  

Instagram: 
@betmishpachah 
 
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/betmish 
www.facebook.com/groups/Betmish  
(This is a private, monitored group 
where you can have conversations 
with other mem-
bers). 
 
Youtube: 
@betmishpachah 
 

Redemption 

 

We are a people in whom the past endures, 

In whom the present is inconceivable without moments gone by. 

 

The Exodus lasted a moment, a moment enduring forever. 

What happened once upon a time happens all the time. 

 Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel 

 

Happy are those who tell the tale of our deliver-

ance, 

Who remember our liberation from the hovels of 

the slaves. 

 

At the shore of the sea, Miriam the prophet led 

the women, 

With timbrel and dance, they exalted the Sovereign of all, 

G-d of the true and certain, the awesome and grand. 

For G-d brought low the arrogant and raise up the humble, 

Responding to the people when they cried out. 

Adapted from Rabbi Richard Levy 

 

Shavat Va-Yinafash page 233 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 This is the time of the year when we ask our congregation to renew 
their commitment to our synagogue. With our 50th year milestone, we 
need you to show your commitment to Bet Mishpachah. 
 For those who have already renewed, we appreciate your commit-
ment to our community.  If you have not yet responded, please take the 
time to do so.  Our new fiscal year begins on July 1, 2025. 
 Nobody is ever denied membership due to financial constraints.  If 
you need to make alternative financial arrangements, please email me, 
Douglas Auerbach, at treasurer@betmish.org. 
 If you have not received your membership renewal form, please let 
us know.  If you  have any questions, please contact Liat at                          

administrator@betmish.org or Patrick at membershipdirec-
tor@betmish.org. 
 All membership levels include registration tickets for our High Holy 

Days.  Once again, we will be worshiping at the EDCJCC in Cafritz 
Hall, with a virtual option to those who cannot attend in person. 
 If you are considering new membership to our congregation, please 

visit our website at: https://www.betmish.org/membership. 

http://www.facebook.com/betmish
http://www.facebook.com/groups/Betmish
https://youtube.com/@betmishpachah?si=tA1DDcl1WzW0OhVV
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By Joseph Pomper 

I am still on a "high" from our amazing Pride 
weekend.  Our Pride Shabbat, happy hour, and 
dinner were all exceptional both in terms of the 

turnout (400+ people attended the Shabbat 
service, and the dinner was sold out!), and the 
amazing cooperation with our partners from 

throughout the community.  It was a real 
community-wide effort.  This sense of 
community carried over to the next day's Pride 

parade and the two-day Pride festival where we 
had a much-visited booth.  I look forward to 
continuing to work with our partners on other 

exciting initiatives in the coming months.   

As the weather gets warmer, please keep an eye 
out for our upcoming events, including a field trip 
to the Capital Jewish Museum on July 20th, to 
see the LGBTQ+ exhibit.   

We are continuing to celebrate our 50th 

Anniversary year with all sorts of 
exciting programs, so keep an eye out for 
them.  And it's not too early to mark your 

calendars for our 50th Anniversary gala on 
October 25th, which promises to be very exciting 
and lots of fun.   

I am pleased to announce that our social action/

social justice committee is back in business under 
the able leadership of Isaac Belfer.  If you would 
like to join the committee or have ideas for a 

social action initiative, please touch base with 
Isaac at social-action@betmish.org.   

Later this summer, the board will be holding a 
one-day retreat where we will consider how best 

to achieve our strategic vision for the 
synagogue.  I will report on our takeaways in a 
future newsletter.  In the meantime, as always, 

my virtual office door is always open.  If you 
would like to be in touch, please drop me a line 
at president@betmish.org. 

  

The High Holy Days Are Coming!  
 

 Erev Rosh ha-Shana begins on Monday, September 22nd 
and we are planning now! Want to be part of the 2025 High 
Holy Days?  We are looking for members to join the High 
Holy Day Logistics Committee.  Are you willing to volunteer 
some time to your mishpachah?                                    
 Alex Carter and Elyse Wander are serving as High Holy 
Day Co-Chairs this year. They've begun working with Rabbi 
Jake, Josh Maxey, our Board, lay service leaders and other 
participants to make our services meaningful for us individu-
ally and as a community. Our congregation has engaged  
Robyn Helzner to serve as Chazzan throughout the holy days. 
If you are able to help with any of the logistics required to 
produce our services (think ushers, greeters and the like), 
please let our Director of Operations, Deborah Hyman know 
by emailing her at operationsdirector@betmish.org.                               
 Registration information for all worship services will be 
distributed by the end of July.  Remember—High Holy Day 
tickets are included with membership!  Once again, we will 
be meeting in Cafritz Hall at the EDCJCC.  All services will 
be live-streamed.  

mailto:social-action@betmish.org
mailto:president@betmish.org
mailto:operationsdirector@betmish.org
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D’var Torah for Matot-M’as-ei 
by Larry Neff,  July 9, 2021 

 
 Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan, who founded the Reconstructionist 
movement in the first half of the 20th century, famously defined 
Judaism as an “evolving religious civilization.”  Judaism has defi-
nitely evolved over time, sometimes through radical changes. Rabbi 
Benné Lappe, founder of Svarra, the Queer Yeshiva in Chicago, 

said that Rabbinic Judaism, which started with the development of the Talmud, would have been almost unrecognizable 
to Jews who had lived a hundred years earlier, when the Temple in Jerusalem was still standing and a hereditary priest-
hood offered sacrifices in it daily.  
 The ability to evolve has been a key part of the success and longevity of Judaism.  In the last 50 years alone, we 
ourselves have seen new forms of Judaism develop, such as the Renewal movement, where our former president Beth 
Cohen was ordained as a rabbi several years ago, and LGBTQ synagogues like our own Bet Mishpachah, founded in 
1975 after other LGBTQ synagogues had been established, first in Los Angeles in 1972 and soon thereafter in New 
York and in Philadelphia.  
 So where does Judaism’s demonstrated ability to change come from? To explore that question, we can start — as 
we usually do — with the text of the Torah.  The Torah text is woven together from several different strands of tradi-
tions.  This results in some stories that are told more than once in different and sometimes conflicting ways.  
 Our first example is the Creation story at the beginning of the book of B’reishit — Genesis.  Actually, Genesis has 
two different Creation stories which focus on different aspects of our humanity and our place as human beings in the 
world.  The differences in these stories form the basis for different interpretations and world views, which can be em-
phasized or de-emphasized over time, leading to changes in the tradition.  
 A couple of chapters later in Genesis we have the well-known story of the Flood — a story of G-d deciding that the 
world created by speaking Divine words wasn’t good enough and needed to be almost completely destroyed so G-d 
could start over and try again.  Based on this text, the rabbis would later speculate that G-d had also created and de-
stroyed several other worlds that were found wanting before our world was created.  This established the principle of 
changing in response to current circumstances.  For other roots of Judaism’s ability to change we can also look at last 
week’s parsha — our weekly Torah portion — and at this week’s, too.  
 When a question arose of how to apply the tradition in a particular and unusual case, Moses asked G-d what to do 
and G-d’s reply was to modify the tradition so that it better fit these particular circumstances and the contemporary 
needs of the people.  And the Torah is perfectly fine with this change, this evolution of the tradition.  
 As if to emphasize that changes are fine and to be expected, in this week’s double parsha,   סְעֵי טּוֹת־מַּ -Matot —מַּ
M’as-ei, from the end of the book of Numbers — B’Midbar, that change in tradition from just last week is modified 
further.  Other members of Tz’lof-chad’s tribe are concerned that intermarriage with another tribe — sound familiar? — 
might result in their tribe losing part of its inherited land.  Once again Moses is petitioned, G-d is consulted, and G-d 
says OK, let’s change the change that was only just made last week.  Once again the Torah is perfectly fine with this 
ability to change.  One could even say that the Torah is proud of this ability to change.  
 There is yet another example of the Torah’s acceptance of change earlier in the book of Numbers, chapter 9.  Moses 
instructs the people to commemorate the Exodus from Egypt, the most important event in their history, by observing 
Pesach — Passover — at a set time each year on the 14th day of the first month, which we now call Nisan.  People ap-
proach Moses and ask what they should do if they’re away on travel then.  Moses consults G-d, who says they can ob-
serve Pesach on the 14th day of the following month instead.  Once again, G-d, Judaism, and the Torah itself are per-
fectly fine with modifying the tradition to meet current circumstances and the practical needs of the people.  This ac-
ceptance of change and the positive efforts to meet the people where they are — going all the way back to the Torah 
text itself — is the cornerstone of Judaism’s ability to change and evolve over time.  
 Benjamin Sommer, Ph.D., professor of Bible and Ancient Semitic Languages at the Conservative movement’s Jew-
ish Theological Seminary in New York, draws a significant link between the Biblical acceptance of change and Jewish 
mysticism, as developed by one of the greatest Kabbalists, Rabbi Isaac Luria, who lived from 1534 to 1572.  Rabbi Lu-
ria was part of the great renaissance of Kabbalah in Tz’fat in the Galilee in the generations following the expulsion of 
Jews and Moslems from Spain in 1492.  Tradition holds that the Jews had to depart on Tisha b’Av, the 9th day of the 
month of Av, our annual day of mourning for the destruction of the first and second Temples in Jerusalem.  Today is the 
first day of Av, so Tisha b’Av, when the Book of Eicha, Lamentations is chanted or read, is just 8 days away.  
 In Kabbalah, Jews are responsible for helping G-d to improve the world; we do so by observing mitzvot or 
commandments.  Rabbi Luria called the improvements generated by observing commandments “tikkun.”  Dr. Sommer 
of the JTS restates the message of the story from this week’s parsha in Lurianic terms:  The original cosmos needs 
tikkun, as does the original law.  Enacting that tikkun is the role of the people of Israel today no less than in Moses’s 
own time.                                                                                                                                             Continued on page 6 
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Trip to Capital Jewish 
Museum 

 
Join us on Sunday, July 
20th at the Capital Jewish 
Museum, 575 3rd Street 
NW (closest metro is Judi-

ciary Square on the red line) to see the exhibit, LGBT 
Jews in the Federal City.  Tickets are $12 or $10 if you 
are 65+, and free to members of the Museum.  We will 
meet in the lobby at 11:00 am, tour the exhibit on our 
own, and then have a casual lunch at Tatte, which is a 
short walk from the Museum.  Here's the link to pur-
chase tickets and please RSVP 
to programs@betmish.org so we know how many to 
expect.  https://www.simpletix.com/e/lgbtjews-in-the-
federal-city-tickets-213334 

 
 
 
 
 

Tisha B’Av 2025 
The 9th day of the Hebrew month of Av is a day of 
mourning and memory.  This day commemorates the 
destruction of the Temples in Jerusalem, as well as 
numerous other calamities that have afflicted the Jew-
ish people throughout history.  Every year on Tisha 
B’Av, we mark this solemn anniversary with fasting, 
recalling the dark moments of Jewish history, and 
reading from the book of Lamentations (Eicha).   
We will gather together virtually as a Bet Mishpachah 
community to mark this day on the evening of        
Saturday, August 2nd, starting at 8:00 pm. With the 
heartache and loss of life in Israel and Gaza, this day 
of mourning holds special significance and relevance 
for us.  We will mourn not alone, but in community, as 
we come together to learn from those before us who 
have experienced great pain. 

Commemorating Juneteenth:  
Honoring Our Shared History 

 
 On Sunday, June 22nd, members of Bet Mishpa-
chah joined with members from Edlavitch DCJCC 
and Washington Hebrew Congregation to attend a 
moving Sunday Service at John Wesley AME Zion 
Church in honor of Juneteenth. This gathering was 
more than just a shared moment of worship—it was 
a powerful expression of solidarity and a celebration 
of the deep, intertwined histories of the Black and 
Jewish communities. 
 Juneteenth, which marks the end of slavery in 
the United States, is a time for reflection, education, 
and recommitment to justice. Participating in service 
at John Wesley AME Zion Church, a congregation 
with rich historical significance, allowed our com-
munity to stand together in unity. We were warmly 
welcomed, and the spirit of mutual respect and 
shared purpose permeated the entire morning. 
 This interfaith and cross-community gathering 
reminded us of the historic bond between Black and 
Jewish leaders, especially during the civil rights 
movement of the 1960s. Many of those same leaders 
also helped to lay the foundation for the LGBTQ+ 
rights movement. Their legacy of courage and coali-
tion-building continues to inspire our work today. 
 As a congregation rooted in both Jewish and 
LGBTQ+ identities, Bet Mishpachah remains com-
mitted to honoring this legacy by deepening our re-
lationships with allies across faiths and communi-
ties. We are grateful for the opportunity to celebrate 
Juneteenth together and look forward to building on 
these connections in the months and years ahead. 
Together, we can continue the sacred work of tikkun 
olam, repairing the world through understanding and 

partnership. 

mailto:programs@betmish.org
https://www.simpletix.com/e/lgbtjews-in-the-federal-city-tickets-213334
https://www.simpletix.com/e/lgbtjews-in-the-federal-city-tickets-213334
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May donations 
We appreciate the generosity of our members 

and friends, and recognize them for their support.  
 
Operating Fund 
Rachel Feinstein, for Pride Sponsorship 
Karen Lowe, in appreciation of Dr. Fauci program 
Lydia Slobodian 
Georgia Korn & Diane Liff, in memory of  
 Winnie Siegel 
 
Joel Woldman Memorial Oneg & Kiddush 
Fund 
Louis Blank, in memory of Murray Woldman 
Al Munzer & Joel Wind, in memory of  
 Murray Woldman 
David Fox & Robert Margrave, in  memory of  
 Murray Woldman 
Jeff Nakrin, in memory of Murray Woldman 
Jocelyn Kaplan, in memory of Murray Woldman 
Joel Berelson, in memory of Murray Woldman 
 
Mark Goldfarb & Allan Armus Memorial Fund 
Devra Floyd 
 
50th Anniversary 
Louis Altarescu 
 

Bet Mishpachah Hosts World Pride Tour of  
Holocaust Museum 

On Friday, June 6th, Bet Mishpachah hosted a tour 
for World Pride participants of the United States Hol-
ocaust Memorial Museum. The event was attended by 
34 people.  
 
We were honored to be accompanied on by Ted Phil-
lips, the museum’s former Director of Exhibitions, 
who provided an introduction to the museum and of-
fered insights into the current exhibition on 
“Americans and the Holocaust,” of which he was the 
co-curator. 
 
Ted also provided us with a fact sheet on “Nazi Perse-
cution of Homosexuals,” which was the subject of an 
earlier exhibition he had curated, and he pointed us to 
artifacts and displays in the permanent exhibition that 
address the topic. 
 
Our guests found the visit a powerful and meaningful 
experience, whether they were visiting the museum 
for the first time or had been there many times before. 
If you were unable to be with us, we encourage you to 
visit the exhibition on “Americans and the Holocaust” 
or view the excellent online tour at https://

exhibitions.ushmm.org/americans-and-the-holocaust/
main. 

D’var Torah—Matot M’asei, continued from page 4  
 
This classically Kabbalistic, and also classically Conservative, idea was well phrased by Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel 
in his book G-d in Search of Man.  He wrote, “There is a partnership of G-d and Israel in regard to both the world and 
the Torah:  [G-d] created the earth and we till the soil; [G-d] gave us the text [of the Torah] and we refine and complete 
it.  
 The ability to refine and interpret the text, to refine and improve the world, gives us our hope for the future.  We 
give thanks for the ability to change our tradition and ourselves, for the positive potential of Tikkun Olam, the repair of 
the world, at the end of every service in the Alèinu prayer, which begins “It is up to us….”  
 
Shabbat Shalom.  

https://exhibitions.ushmm.org/americans-and-the-holocaust/main
https://exhibitions.ushmm.org/americans-and-the-holocaust/main
https://exhibitions.ushmm.org/americans-and-the-holocaust/main
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     Thank You to Our June  
Service Leaders  

 
Friday, June 6: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, June 13:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Saturday, June 14: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, June 20: Vinny Prell and Rachel Hamberger 
Friday, June 27:  Larry Neff 
Saturday, June 28:  Alex Carter and Ruth Potts 

 

 Welcome new members 
Julie Botnick 

Welcome Back 
John Kaboff 

Thank you to our July 
Service Leaders  

 
Friday, July 4: Alex Carter and Ruth Potss 
Friday, July 11:   TBD 
Saturday, July 12: Marc Bernstein and Jeff Burka 
Friday, July 18:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, July 25:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Saturday, July 26: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 

 

July Anniversaries 
 

Patricia Carlton and Margaret Detwiler 
Richard Gondelman and Frank Marino 

Deb Hyman and Paula Morris 
Judith Retchin and Elyse Wander 

Carl Spatz and Thomas Hesselbrock   
Marisa Uchin and Molly Kelly 

July Birthdays 
 

Hannah Carter 
Ava Dorothy Umansky-Comerford 

Joel Berelson 
Jeffrey Berns 

Patricia Carlton 
Ruth Eisenberg 
Michael Garbus 
Glenn Garelik 
Deb Hyman 
Denise Leish 
Robert Saks 

Dana Scherer 
Neal Strauss 
Ted Xakellis 
Craig Ziskin 

Celebrate Your Joy 

 

Friday, July 18th will be our next "Simchat Shab-
bat," a way in which our members can celebrate to-
gether.  Let us know if you have cause to celebrate in 
the way of a birthday, anniversary, or other spe-
cial occasion and we will share in your joy each 
month.  A special blessing will be recited for all those 
celebrating.  
 
If you would like to help sponsor towards the enhanced 
Oneg for that Friday, please let us know.   
Contact Patrick at membershipdirector@betmish.org. 

Special occasion?  Yartzeit of a loved one?  Just love 
being at Bet Mish services?  No need to wait until our 

monthly Simchat Shabbat.  Contact Deb at              
operationsdirector@betmish.org.  All donations go 

towards the Oneg Shabbat Friday evenings or  
Kiddush luncheon on Saturdays to the                           

Joel and Murray Woldman Kiddush and  
Oneg Fund 
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Bet Mishpachah Yizkor Names for 5786 

In Jewish tradition, when we write the name of some-
one we love or respect who has died, we append the He-
brew letters zayin and lamed after their name. This stands 
for zichrono l’vracha, “may they be remembered as a 
blessing.” It means that when we call them to mind, we 
should remember the good that they did in their lives and 
keep it alive through our own actions. What we do and 
how we behave is a reflection of our parents’, teachers’, 
and other loved ones’ influence on our own lives. We 
keep our memories of them alive, not just by a passive 
recollection, but by doing something — a mitzva — and 
associating their names with our actions. 

One way to do this is by making a donation to the con-
gregation in their memory and having their names pub-
lished in Bet Mishpachah’s annual Yizkor booklet. This 
booklet is used on Yom Kippur and other holy days when 
Yizkor is observed. This is not the same as observing a 
Yartzeit, the anniversary of a death. Submitting names for 
Yartzeit announcements will not result in the names     

being published in the Yizkor booklet. You must take the 
active step to perform the mitzva by making a donation 
to publish their names in the Yizkor booklet. 

We suggest a donation from everyone of at least $18 
(chai = life) per name. But what you give is up to you. 
All donations are greatly appreciated. 

Names and donations should be emailed or mailed 
directly to: 

Bet Mishpachah - Yizkor 
Liat Novek 
13632 Middlevale Lane 
Silver Spring, MD 20906 
Or:  administrator@betmish.org                        

Do not send your list and donation to the congregation’s 
post office box. This will only delay the process and in-
crease the chance of errors. Listings must be received 
before Wednesday, September 3, 2025.  Payment may 
be made through our website or by check. 

 
I am making a donation of $__________, in memory of the above.  
     o Check enclosed  
     o  I will make a donation electronically through the website 
 
Name of Donor (please print) ____________________________________________________ 
 
EMAIL Address _______________________________________________________________ 

B.   Please list in the section below the names and relationships of those who have died during 5785 

(since last Rosh ha-Shana). These names will be read aloud during theYizkor service on Yom Kippur. 

 

First Name Last Name Relationship Donor First Name Donor Last Name 

Example                  Arthur Einberg Father of Morris Einberg 

1.         

2.         

3.         

A.    Please print clearly using block letters.   All names will be listed alphabetically.  

 

First Name Last Name First Name Last Name 

1.   6.   

2.   7.   

3.   8.   

4.   9.   

5.   10.   
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to: 

Mark Agras, on the loss of his friend Thomas Beers 

Barbara Goldberg and LySandra Brady, on the loss of their daughter, Cinnamon Snipes 

Larry Neff, on the loss of his cousin, Eileen J. Polinger 

Member yartzeits 
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, June 27 and 28 (Yartzeits observed June 27-July 3; 1-7 Tamuz) 
Rachell Eisenberg, Mother of Ruth Eisenberg   June 27 (1 Tamuz) 
Genia Gloger, Grandmother of Erica Gloger    June 27  
Charles Lewis, Father of Barbara Lewis     June 27  
Pearl Magid, Aunt of Carl Spatz       June 27 (1 Tamuz) 
James Ramsay, Brother-in-law of Barbara Goldberg   June 27  
Chad Allen, Cousin of Larry Neff      June 28  
Ruth Verdin, Aunt of Catherine Tarabochia    June 28  
James Berns, Grandfather of Jeffrey Berns    June 29 (3 Tamuz) 
Samuel Gasthalter, Grandfather of Mindy Gasthalter June 29  
Ursula Petersen, Friend of Elke Martin     June 29  
Harry Reiter, Grandfather of Scott Reiter     June 29  
Jan Berns, Uncle of Jeffrey Berns      June 30 (4 Tamuz) 
Ruth Freidman, Grandmother of Louis Blank   June 30  
Israel Pomper, Paternal Grandfather of Joseph Pomper June 30 (4 Tamuz) 
Zelda Gordon, Aunt of Maxine Klane     July 1  
Herman Kropf, Father of Barry Kropf     July 1 (5 Tamuz) 
Alessandro Nobile, Nephew of Catherine Tarabochia July 1  
George Singer, Uncle of Michael Singer     July 1  
Marilyn, Aunt of Barry Friedman       July 2 (6 Tamuz) 
Leon Deutsch, Father of Nathaniel Deutsch    July 2 (6 Tamuz) 
Evelyn Rheingold, Grandmother of Mindy Gasthalter July 3  
 
Announced Friday, July 4 (Yartzeits observed  July 4-10; 8-14 Tamuz) 
Jack Kahn, Grandfather of Jeffrey Kahn     July 4 
Morton Retchin, Father of Judith Retchin    July 6  
Irene Wander, Mother of Elyse Wander     July 6  
Isadore Kaboff, Grandfather of John Kaboff     July 6 (Tamuz 10)  
Lillian Dembo, Grandmother of Jocelyn Kaplan   July 7  
Sylvia Deutsch, Mother of Nathaniel Deutsch   July 7 (11 Tamuz) 
Anna Lifshitz, Grandmother of Diane Liff    July 7  
Morrie Ringelheim, Brother-in-law of Georgia Korn  July 7  
William Lifshitz, Grandfather of Diane Liff    July 8  
Max Morris, Grandfather of Ronni Karambelas and Paula Morris July 8 (12 Tamuz) 
Harold Leftwich, Friend of Beth Cohen     July 9  
Robert Marcus, Grandfather of Susan Silber    July 9  
Daniel Morales, Friend of Alicia Saffer     July 9  
Ben Snaider, Uncle of Warren Snaider     July 9 (13 Tamuz) 
Eleanor Berelson, Grandmother of Joel Berelson   July 10  
Jeffrey Bernstein, Friend/neighbor of Larry Neff   July 10  
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Member yartzeits, continued 
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, July 11 & 12 (Yartzeits observed  July 11 – 17; 15-21 Tamuz) 
David Nissenbaum, Father of Beverly Nissenbaum  July 12 (16 Tamuz) 
Rhoda Jewler, Mother of Donald Jewler     July 13  
Lee Danncick, Uncle of Marlene Cohen     July 14 (18 Tamuz) 
Elizabeth Gossett, Mother and Mother-in-law of Patrick Gossett and Howard Menaker July 14  
W. James Roddie, Uncle of Reginald McBee    July 14  
Dorothy Uchin, Grandmother of Marisa Uchin   July 14  
Shirley Nigberg, Aunt of Jocelyn Kaplan     July 15  
Ana Selbin, Grandmother of Denise Leish    July 15  
Thelma Adams, Aunt of Patricia Carlton     July 16  
Martha Cohen, Aunt of Carl Spatz      July 16 (20 Tamuz) 
James Graf, Former Partner of Thomas Sachs   July 16  
Sheba Scher, Aunt of Ruth Potts       July 17 (21 Tamuz) 
 
Announced Friday, July 18 (Yartzeits observed  July 18 - 24; 22-28 Tamuz) 
Monroe Fabian, Friend of Larry Neff      July 18  
Joan Berelson, Aunt of Joel Berelson      July 19  
Judy Himpler, Dear Friend of Ruth Potts     July 19  
Lorna Kasarsky, Mother of Andi Kasarsky    July 19  
Bernice Hyman, Mother of Deb Hyman     July 21  
Marjorie Lewis, Mother of Barbara Lewis    July 21  
Mac Gottfried, Great Uncle of Joel Berelson    July 22  
Consuelo Sides, Mother of LySandra Brady    July 22  
Marilyn Simms, Sister of LySandra Brady    July 22  
Belle Bergman, Aunt of Georgia Korn     July 23  
Israel Eisenberg, Father of Ruth Eisenberg    July 23 (27 Tamuz) 
Leonard Frank, Father of Steven Frank     July 23  
Gloria Silber, Mother of Susan Silber     July 23  
Emile Bocian, Great Uncle of Jocelyn Kaplan   July 24  
Grace Milgram, Mother of Betty Milgram    July 25 (29 Tamuz) 
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, July 25  and 26 (Yartzeits observed  July 25 – 31; 29 Tamuz – 6 Av) 
Eleanor Schwarz, Mother of David Schwarz    July 25  
Lee Desjardins, Foster Grandmother of Catherine Tarabochia July 26  
Barbara  Hodorowski, Godmother of Alex Carter  July 27  
Walter Hollis, Father-in-law of Mark Agrast    July 27  
David Lax, Uncle of Stuart Sotsky      July 27 (2 Av) 
V. Brooke  Layton, Father of Sheri Layton    July 27  
Eva Schindler-Rainman, Friend of Eva Freund and Elke Martin  July 27  
Nancy Bloom, Friend of Alex Carter and Ruth Potts  July 29 (4 Av) 
Robin Aleo, Niece of Steven Weinberg     July 30 (5 Av) 
Richard Horovitz, Beloved Friend of Stuart Sotsky  July 30 (5 Av) 
Leo Umansky, Father of Morris Umansky    July 30  
Shirley Umansky, Grandmother of Morris Umansky  July 30  
Leon Gasthalter, Father of Mindy Gasthalter    July 31  
Sandy Gordon, Cousin of Warren Snaider    July 31 (6 Av) 
Eva Kaplan, Grandmother of Jocelyn Kaplan   July 31  
John Scott, Nephew of LySandra Brady and Barbara Goldberg  July 31  
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Shabbat Services  
Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services 
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay 
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our 
website for details.  The Zoom meeting number will be 
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and 
Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services 
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion 
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor 
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.betmish.org/oneg. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our 
weekly email. 
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
location, occasion and number of expected attendees 
to executivedirector@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of LGBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch, 
 Andrea Jennetta and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 
 
Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to 
announce a death in your family, 
email bereavement@betmish.org. 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah.  The newsletter is 
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles, 
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of 
the month prior to publication to 
administrator@betmish.org. 
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, 
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well 
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email newsletter, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website 
at www.betmish.org with information about our 
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our 
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites 
of interest. 
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our 
editorial or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for new members, 
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the 
DC metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to membershipdirector@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — 
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim 
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is 
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive 
the information. Please email us 
at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 
Women’s Outreach Program 
On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 pm 
we pour our favorite beverage to go along with our own 
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and 
conversation. We continue to gather every month both in-
person and virtually. If you have any 
questions contact religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.          
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and  
welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-binary 
people.  

mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ..................................  ..............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  ..............................  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Joseph Pomper  ..............................  ..............................  president@betmish.org  
 
Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  .........................  ..............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Barbara Goldberg  ...........................  ..............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:   .........................  ..............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris .........  ..............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

High Holy Days: Elyse Wander and Alex Carter  ...........................   hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter  ....................  ..............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Rachel Hamberger and Marc Bernstein   religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
Choir:  Whitney Babash ..................................  ..............................  choir@betmish.org 

 
Director of Membership:  Patrick DiBattista .......  ..............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
 
Director of Operations: Deborah Hyman ............ …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator  ............................  ..............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Coordinator  ..................................  ..............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd ...................  sign@betmish.org  

 
Director of Programming: Mark Agrast ..............  ..............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  ..............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Programming Committee: Mindy Gasthalter and Barry Friedman ..  programs@betmish.org 

 
Director of Community Affairs: Alfredo Gomez ..  ..............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Jeffrey Kahn  ..............................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger……………………….. ..  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Noah Wofsy .   .............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee:  Rod Ross ...................  ..............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ....................  ..............................  education@betmish.org  
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  .........  ..............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: Issac Belfer ............................. ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  

 
STAFF 

Executive Director:  Joshua Maxey ...................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. .............  administrator@betmish.org 
Bookkeeper .......................................................  ..............................  bookkeeping@betmish.org 
Communications/Development: Nino McQuowan .............................  communications@betmish.org 
 


