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Happy Summer! 
 
Here’s a small sampling of what your Board of Direc-
tors and paid professionals have been accomplishing 
over the past few months. 
 A Task Force of five members are commencing to 

update Bet Mishpachah’s ancient Policies and 
Guidelines  

 We combed through and approved the 2024-2025 
budget 

 Produced a very successful Pride month which 
included pre-Shabbat happy hour 

 We are listed as one of the top LGBTQ organiza-
tions for Pride  

 Our beloved member, Allan Armus z”l, was hon-
ored by our Rabbi and many other faith leaders dur-
ing a very special tribute at Pride’s LGBTQ+ Inter-
faith service 

 Our Executive Director is single handedly putting 
us back onto the map as DC’s “Go To synagogue 
for LGBTQ Jews” 

 
We need your help now more than ever. Most im-
portantly, the Board has to immediately fill the Director 
of Operations seat which was vacated in May.   Also, 
as you know, we lost our High Holy Day pillar of sup-
port in Allan Armus, z”l, which has left a gigantic hole 
in everything logistical.  
 
WANTED: Committee CHAIRS (your committee 
members are standing by and waiting for you) 
 50th Anniversary 2025 
 World Congress of LGBTQ Jews 2025.  We are the 

host synagogue for their annual convention which 
will be happening during Pride month in 2025.We 
need a chair to coordinate this event and be the liai-
son to the Congress’s planning committee.   

 Development Committee  
 
Renewing your membership is critical. Additionally, 
please consider donating to the Operating Fund which 

will help us in supporting our mission and vision as the 
LGBTQ+ Synagogue in Washington, DC  and to make 
our services holy and meaningful.  
 
It costs close to $2000 for each member to ensure our 
operations continue running smoothly.  We are 180 
strong and need all of us to work together and support 
one another.  Please renew and donate. 
 
Hazak, Hazak, V’Nitchazek (may we go from strength 
to strength). 
 
In Pride, 
Deborah Hyman, President 

By now, you have probably received your renewal 
email for the upcoming 2024-2025 year.  For those 
of you who have already renewed, we appreciate 
it.  If you have not yet responded, please take the 
time to do so as our new fiscal year starts on July 1, 
2024.   
 
Nobody is ever denied membership due to financial 
constraints.  If you need to make alternative financial 
arrangements, please email me, Mindy Gasthalter, 
membershipdirector@betmish.org.  If you have ques-
tions about how best to donate – via appreciated se-
curities, check or as a Qualified Charitable Donation 
from your IRA – I can also provide guidance.  I am 
also available to discuss any other membership ques-
tions that you may have. 
 
If you did not receive your renewal form or would 
like a new member form, please email  
administrator@betmish.org.   

Our new member formcan also be filled out on our 
website at:  
chrome-extension://

efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://
images.shulcloud.com/7754/uploads/
FillableMemberFormword2024.pdf 

mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
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Follow us on Social Media  

Instagram: 
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Betmish 
(This is a private, monitored group 
where you can have conversations 
with other members). 
 
Youtube: 
@betmishpachah 
 

How Good it is to 

Gather 

 

How good it is to gather, in 

a rainbow of affections and 

sexualities, 

In the house of a G-d who 

loves each of us as we are 

created, 

Without limit and forever. 

 

How sweet it is to gather, in a spectrum of gender identities. 

In the house of a G-d who transcends human limit and categories. 

 

How pleasant it is to gather, Jews and people of all faith and of no 

faith, 

In the house of a G-d who hears the prayers of all people. 

 

How fine it is to gather, people with firm beliefs, 

Together with people with questions in our hearts, 

In the house of a G-d who values deeds of caring and justice  

far above the recitation of creeds. 

Adapted from Congregtion Sha’ar Zahav 

Shavat Va-Yinafash, page 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Seeking Nominations for Annual Service Awards! 
 
Nominations are now being accepted for our two annual service awards 
to be presented at the Member Volunteer Recognition Shabbat service 
on Friday, September 13th.  Please submit your nominations along 
with a brief description of their accomplishments no later than Septem-
ber 1st to Jeff Kahn at CongregatonalAffarirsDirector@betmish.org.  
 
The Dace Stone Volunteer of the Year Award, named for congregant 
Dace Stone, z”l, a distinguished social worker and LGBTQ+ and AIDS 
activist, recognizes a congregational member who has made outstanding 
contributions to the Bet Mishpachah community. 
 
The Harvey Milk Chesed Award, named for LGBTQ+ activist and open-
ly gay San Francisco City Council member assassinated in 1978, recog-
nizes an individual, member or nonmember, who has made outstanding 
contributions to the wider LGBT and Jewish communities of which Bet 
Mishpachah is a part. 

http://www.facebook.com/betmish
http://www.facebook.com/groups/Betmish
http://www.facebook.com/groups/Betmish
https://youtube.com/@betmishpachah?si=tA1DDcl1WzW0OhVV
mailto:CongregatonalAffarirsDirector@betmish.org
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Parashat Balak: Balak and Balaam: Language and 
Knowledge, Speech and Power 

by Jeremy Schwartz, May  2019 

Parshat Balak is a story about speech: who has the power of the tongue, 
and what impact words can have. Balak, the king of Moab, is afraid of 
the Israelites’ growing power and invites Balaam, a gentile prophet, to 
travel with his men and curse the Israelites – for Balak knows that Ba-
laam’s power is unique: whom he curses is cursed, and whom he blesses 
is blessed. 
 Balaam, traveling on a she-donkey, encounters an angel sent to stop 
him from completing the task which Balak has sent him to do. The angel, 

at first, is visible only to the she-donkey, which stops. Balaam, frustrated, beats the she-donkey three times before G-d 
reveals the angel to him. The donkey’s role here is peculiar, as is often the case when talking animals appear in the To-
rah. The animal knows something which Balaam does not, acts accordingly, and is beaten as a result. While Balaam’s 
words are controlled by G-d, his actions represent free will. The link to gay-bashing is only too clear: every day mem-
bers of the queer community are beaten as a result of their identity, because they are not understood when they should be 
fully valued and appreciated members of society. 

In the parsha, the she-donkey complains to Balaam for beating her, for in all the time that she has served him 
she has done nothing to provoke this punishment. So, too, do members of the queer community sometimes face rage 
when they come out to their loved ones, even though they are the exact same people they have always been, and for 
which they have been loved and valued, before they came out. In this story, the she-donkey’s sudden ability to speak is 
what saves Balaam, for the angel would have killed him otherwise. 

Following the angel’s directive that he may go with Balak’s men as long as he speaks only the words which the 
angel tells him to speak, Balaam goes on this journey, trying from three different locations to curse the Israelites. Yet, no 
matter from what viewing point Balaam is asked to see the Israelites and curse them, only blessings emerge from his 
mouth. Balaam explains to the Moabites that he can speak only the words that G-d puts into his mouth. Despite the fact 
that Balak has brought him to perform curses, the blessings that come out are nonetheless beautiful. Among them is a 
passage that has become an integral part of our liturgy: 

“Mah tovu ohalehcha Ya’akov mishk’notehcha, Yisrael!” “How goodly are your tents, O Jacob, Your dwell-
ing places, O Israel!” 

Balak, frustrated by Balaam’s inability to curse am Yisrael, sends him on his way, and the parsha ends with the 
Israelites at Shittim, where they have sex with the Moabite women and worship the Moabites’ god.  The Israelites are 
punished with a plague which kills 24,000 people before Pinchas, through an act of violence with his spear, puts an end 
to it. 
 G-d has told Balaam that the people of Israel are blessed, yet they then engage in actions which provoke G-d’s rage. 
Rabbinic commentaries often cite Balaam as the cause of the Israelite’s behavior in this episode, believing that he must 
have advised Balak to provide this temptation to the Israelites since Balaam had the prophetic gift of knowing exact mo-
ment at which G-d’s wrath can best be provoked. Balaam is thus given the epithet of rasha, “the wicked one.” Even if 
he cannot speak curses, Balaam is still considered to have plagued the Israelites through words – no sticks and stones, no 
breaking of bones. 

My alternative reading for this Torah Queery brings us back to the issues of language and knowledge, speech 
and power. Even if Balaam is traditionally considered to be of wicked character, his adherence to speaking only holy 
words, even with a king trying to lead him astray, is noble. Balak gets the ending to the story which he has sought all 
along: a curse upon the people of Israel. Yet it does not occur through words but instead through actions – in this case, 
the actions of the Israelites themselves. 

As members of the queer community, we might keep this story in mind as we encounter hate speech and as we 
lobby for equal rights. Words, no matter how ugly or how beautiful, are limited in power; actions can speak louder. At 
the same time, small differences in language have much to say about the intentions and ideas behind words. Organiza-
tions such as the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD) work to ensure fair and accurate representa-
tion of LGBTQ people in the media precisely because of this link between words, ideas and actions. As a case in point, 
the legal difference between “marriage” and “civil union” may be minimal, but the effect of this small legal difference 
on the integration and acceptance of queer families into society may be great. 

From a queer perspective, the conclusion to this week’s parsha is troubling, for all too often we face accusations 
of “sexual immorality” and of “provoking G-d’s wrath.” Yet the context of the “sexual immorality” in this parsha is, as 
usual, tied to idolatry and the worship of other gods. Living in the modern world, in which we often find our sexual and 
gender diversity embraced, celebrated and even integrated into liberal and secular communities, this appears to be an 
antiquated connection. As Jews of all sexual orientations and gender identities, we can embrace our diversity while cele-
brating our togetherness as a community.  
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From the Programming Committee 
 

 Last year's field trip to the DC's Capital Jewish Museum was so much 
fun, we are doing it again!  On Sunday, July 21st, we will meet at 11:00 am 
in the atrium lobby of the museum.  We will visit the general exhibit about 
the history of DC's Jewish community, and the special exhibit about Jewish 
delicatessens in the U.S. called "I'll Have What She's Having: The Jewish 
Deli."  Tickets for the general exhibits are free, and there is a charge for the 

special exhibit.  Here is a link to reserve your tickets: https://capitaljewishmuseum.org/exhibition/ill-have-what
-shes-having-the-jewish-deli/ 
 The Museum is located at 575 Third Street, NW, which is at 3rd and F Streets, NW.  There is street parking 
nearby, and the nearest Metro station is Judiciary Square (red line).  Use the F St. exit.  After visiting the muse-
um, we will go to nearby Tatte Bakery and Cafe for lunch.  The address of the restaurant is 250 Massachusetts 
Ave NW.  If you would like to join us at the museum and/or the restaurant, please send me an email 
at programmingdirector@betmish.org by July 17th, for planning purposes.  Hope to see you there! 
******************************************************************************************************************** 

From 10:00 am - noon, on Sunday, July 28th, Bet Mishpachah is proud to an-
nounce a "Coffee and Conversation" program with Congressman Jamie 
Raskin.  Representative Raskin will be speaking about his role as a Vice Chair of 
the Congressional Equality Caucus, which serves as a resource for Members of 
Congress, their staff, and the public on LGBTQI+ issues at the federal level.  He 
will talk about the Equality Caucus' work toward the extension of equal rights, the 
repeal of discriminatory laws, the elimination of hate-motivated violence, and the 
improved health and well-being for all regardless of sexual orientation, gender 
identity and expression, or sex characteristics (including intersex traits).  The program will be held at the DC 
JCC.  Registration links will be available through our website and the program will also be live-streamed. 
******************************************************************************************************************** 

This year, the festival of Shavuot followed on the heels of Pride Week-

end.  Shavuot is one of the Biblical "Shalosh R'galim," the three Pilgrimage 
Festivals. During Shavuot, the ancient Israelites celebrated the wheat har-

vest by bringing offerings to the Temple in Jerusalem.  Shavuot is also 

known as "Z'man Matan Toratenu," the holiday during which the Torah was 
revealed to the Jewish People at Mt. Sinai.  To celebrate the holiday, Bet Mishpachah held a wonderful joint 

program with our friends at the Hill Havurah.  Using prayers, poems, and readings, Rabbi Jake and Rabbi Han-
nah led a discussion about Shavuot as a time of revelation, both at the national and the individual spiritual lev-
el.  We then listened as a panel of representatives from the two groups spoke movingly about "revelations" they 

had had in their own lives, and their impact on them.   

******************************************************************************************************************** 

Havdala is the lovely service that marks the end of Shabbat and the beginning 
of the week.  On Saturday, June 22nd, the longest day of the year, Bet Mishpa-

chah celebrated it in style!  Six of us headed over to Adams Morgan where we 
had a most enjoyable dinner at Meze, a Turkish restaurant.  From there, we 
went to Scott Reiter and David Vos' lovely abode where Scott led us in the 

Havdala service.  The six of us were joined by four other Bet Mishpachah 
members via Zoom.  Scott's rendition of the Havdala service was moving and 

heartfelt, and a meaningful way to end Shabbat, and the carrot cake and frozen 
yogurt that David served us afterwards ensured that we ended Shabbat on a sweet note!  Be on the lookout in 

the monthly newsletter and the TWAB for an announcement about the next dinner/Havdala program.  If you 
are interested in joining us, or you have suggestions for other programs, please contact the programming com-

mittee at programmingdirector@betmish.org.  All ideas are most welcome! 

mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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lowed by lunch at Au Bon Pain, 700 13th Avenue NW 
-

Tickets can be purchased 
The cost is $16/person, $13/DC residents and 

Pride 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Thank you to all who supported our Pride Happy Hour with Tara Hoot: 
 
Adele Gilman 
Adrian Shanker 
Amalia Kamlet 
Brian Budik 
Barry Friedman 
Mindy Gasthalter 
Alfredo Gomez 
Patrick DiBattist 
Hashaw Elkins 

Rachel Hamberger 
Caitlin Haskett 
Mary Hubbard 
Bruce Horowitz 
Michael Hoffman 
David Kaye 
Ed Knight  
Steve Frank 

Martin Rouse 
Michelle Munson 
Jeffrey Oser 
Al Munzer and Joel Wind 
Martin Robinson 
Anna Kramer 
Ariel Robinson 
Rebecca Rogers 

 Bet Mishpachah celebrated Pride Weekend with its usual flair!  On Friday, June 7th, we had our annual 
Drag Queen Happy Hour headlined by Tara Hoot, whose winning combination of warmth, charm, and humor 

got everyone in the mood for the weekend.  Our well-attended Pride Shabbat service was ably led by Rabbi 
Jake and full of "ruach."  Our special guest speaker, Jessica Stern, the State Department Special Envoy for 

LGBTQI Issues, capped the evening when she spoke movingly about her work, provided an inspiring message 
about the importance of being visible, and participated in the lively question-and-answer session that fol-

lowed.  On Saturday, Bet Mishpachah was joined by a contingent of Jewish community partners for the Pride 
parade. The weather cooperated and it made for a beautiful day for a parade. On Sunday, we had many volun-

teers who attended the Pride Festival and helped staff our booth. We had many people who stopped by the 
booth to learn about Bet Mishpachah and our community partners On Monday, the annual Pride Interfaith Ser-
vice had an impressive number of religious groups from around the DMV leading the group in a variety of in-

spiring prayers, songs, and meditations.  The evening included a particularly moving tribute by a number of 
presenters to the late Allan Armus, z”l, who had been the "heart and soul" of the interfaith service for many 

years.  We look forward to seeing you again at Pride 2025! 

Joseph Pomper 
Dana and Charlotte Scherer 
David Schwarz 
Noah Wofsy 
James Radack 

mailto:mgasthalter@gmail.com
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High Holy Day Services - We need you! 
  
 While it’s just the beginning of summer, we’re al-
ready looking ahead to the fall and the High Holy 
Days.  As we did last year, we’ll be holding services at 
the EDCJCC, starting with Erev Rosh ha-Shana on 
Wednesday, October 2nd.  
 What makes services so special and successful are 
the contributions by the member volunteers that keep 
not only the services running smoothly with the service 
leaders and gabaiim, but also handle the many  logisti-
cal details.  These include staffing  the check-in desk; 
ushers, greeters and welcomers; service leaders; and the 
many members who helped with the set-up of equip-
ment and the Ark and help with the Onegs and Break 
the Fast.  Think of where you would like to participate. 
 In addition to our uplifting services led by our own 
Rabbi Jake, Rabbi Ben Shalva and a multitude of  tal-
ented lay leaders, our choir will be back this year with 
inspirational and spiritual melodies of prayers we love. 
Information on High Holy Day service registration will 
be sent to members in August.   
 All members receive High Holy Day tickets as part 
of their membership.  Non-members may purchase tick-
ets for any and all services, including Break the Fast. 
 If you are able to lend a hand, please contact          
hhd@betmish.org.  

May Donations 
 We appreciate the generosity of our 

members and friends, and recognize them 
for their support.  

 
Joel and Murray Woldman Kiddush and  
 Oneg Fund 
Jeffrey Kahn 
Judith Retchin 
Alicia Saffer 
James Nathan 
Diane Liff, in honor of her birthday 
Loretta and Rabbi Bob Saks, in honor of their   
 54th anniversary 
 
Operating Fund 
Mark Agrast, in memory of his father,  
 Harold Agrast 
Barry Friedman, in memory of Ben Mendelson 
 and for Passover 
Bruce Horowitz, in memory of his mother,  
 Lia Horowitz 
Mindy Gasthalter, in honor of Jeff Kahn's  
 birthday 
Mindy Gasthalter, in honor of the birthdays of  
 Joel Wind and Diane Liff 
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Stu Berelson 
 
Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund 
Devra Floyd 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
David Fox and Robert Margrave, in memory of 
 Myron Goldberg 
 
Please remember that donation listings are two 
months behind due to processing and publica-

tion deadlines of this newsletter.  We thank you 
for your patience and support. 

Special occasion?  Yartzeit of a loved one?  Just love 
being at Bet Mish services?  No need to wait until our 

monthly Simchat Shabbat.  Contact Mindy at  
membershipdirector@betmish.org 

All donations towards the Oneg Shabbat goes to the 
Joel and Murray Woldman  

Kiddush and Oneg Fund 

mailto:administrator@betmish.org
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     Thank You to Our June  
Service Leaders  

Friday, June 7: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Saturday, June 8: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, June 14:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, June 21:  Larry Neff 
Saturday, June 22: Scott Reiter and Alex Carter 
Friday, June 28:  Mindy Gasthalter and Louis Blank 
 

 

Thinking of membership at Bet 
Mishpachah? 
 

Membership is an opportunity to develop 
friendships, learn, become involved in your 
heritage, and support the only LGBTQ synagogue 
in the Washington, DC area.   
To join Bet Mishpachah is easy; just visit 
www.betmish.org today.   
 
Questions? e-mail 
membershipdirector@betmish.org   Reduced 
dues are offered to our first, second and third year 
members. 
 
Remember, all members are eligible for all 
High Holy Day service attendance, included in 
your membership. 

  

Welcome new members 
David Kaye and Alexander Musatov 

Welcome Back: 
Carol Wayman 

Thank you to our July 
Service Leaders  

Friday, July 5: Paula Morris 
Friday, July 12: Rachel Wolkowitz and Robyn Helzner 
Saturday, July 13: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, July 19:  Scott Reiter and Rabbi Jake  
 Singer-Beilin 
Friday, July 26: Louis Blank 
Saturday, July 27: Marc Bernstein and Jeff Burka 
 

 

July Anniversaries 
 

Patricia Carlton and Margaret Detwiler 
Richard Gondelman and Frank Marino 

Deb Hyman and Paula Morris 
Judith Retchin and Elyse Wander 

Carl Spatz and Thomas Hesselbrock   

July Birthdays 
 

Joel Berelson 
Jeffrey Berns 

Patricia Carlton 
Ruth Eisenberg 
Michael Garbus 
Glenn Garelik 
Deb Hyman 
Denise Leish 
Robert Saks 

Dana Scherer 
Neal Strauss 
Ted Xakellis 
Craig Ziskin 

Evan Zukerman 

Celebrate Your Joy 

 
Friday, July 26th will be our next "Simchat 
Shabbat," a way in which our members can cele-
brate together.  Let us know if you have cause to 
celebrate in the way of a birthday, anniversary, or 
other special occasion and we will share in your joy 
each month.  A special blessing will be recited for 
all those celebrating.  
 
If you would like to help sponsor towards the en-
hanced Oneg for that Friday, please let us 
know.  Contact Mindy at  
membershipdirector@betmish.org.  

http://www.betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
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I am making a total donation of $__________, in memory of the above. May their names be remembered as a blessing. 
 
     o Check enclosed  
     o  I will make a donation electronically through the website 
 
Name of Donor (please print) ____________________________________________________ 
 
EMAIL Address _______________________________________________________________ 

Bet Mishpachah Yizkor Booklet for 5785 

In Jewish tradition, when we write the name of someone we love 
or respect who has died, we append the Hebrew letters zayin and 
lamed after their name. This stands for zichrono l’vracha, “may 
they be remembered as a blessing.” It means that when we call 
them to mind, we should remember the good that they did in 
their lives and keep it alive through our own actions. What we do 
and how we behave is a reflection of our parents’, teachers’, and 
other loved ones’ influence on our own lives. We keep our mem-
ories of them alive, not just by a passive recollection, but by do-
ing something — a mitzva — and associating their names with 
our actions. 
One way to do this is by making a donation to the congregation 
in their memory and having their names published in Bet Mish-
pachah’s annual Yizkor booklet. This booklet is used on Yom 
Kippur and other holy days when Yizkor is observed. This is not 
the same as observing a Yartzeit, the anniversary of a death. 
Submitting names for Yartzeit announcements will not result in 
the names being published in the Yizkor booklet. You must take 

the active step to perform the mitzva by making a donation to 
publish their names in the Yizkor booklet. 
We suggest a donation from everyone of at least $18 (chai = 
life) per name. But what you give is up to you. All donations are 
greatly appreciated. 
 
Names and donations should be emailed or mailed directly 
to:         Bet Mishpachah - Yizkor 

Liat Novek 

13632 Middlevale Lane 

Silver Spring, MD 20906 

administrator@betmish.org 

 

Please do not send your list and donation to the congregation’s 

post office box. Listings must be received before Friday,  

September 13, 2024. 

Payment may be made through our website or by check. 

*********A.    Please print clearly using block letters.   All names will be listed alphabetically. ********* 

 

 

First Name Last Name First Name Last Name 

1.   6.   

2.   7.   

3.   8.   

4.   9.   

5.   10.   

B. Please list in the section below the names and relationships of those who have died during 5784 (since last  

        Rosh ha-Shana). These names will be read aloud during the Yizkor service on Yom Kippur. 
 

 

First Name Last Name Relationship Donor First Name Donor Last Name 

Example                  Arthur Einberg Father of Morris Einberg 

1.         

2.         

3.         
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to: 

Louis Blank, on the passing of his friend, Elaine MacLellan 

Member Yartzeits  
 

Announced Friday & Saturday, June 28 & 29 (Yartzeits observed June 28- July 4; 22 – 28 Sivan) 
Chad Allen, Cousin of Larry Neff       June 28   
Anna Smelo, Grandmother of Betty Milgram    June 28  (22 Sivan) 
Ruth Verdin, Aunt of Catherine Tarabochia    June 28   
Nettie Wofsy, Mother of Noah Wofsy      June 28  (22 Sivan) 
Samuel Gasthalter, Grandfather of Mindy Gasthalter  June 29   
Ursula Petersen, Friend of Elke Martin      June 29   
Harry Reiter, Grandfather of Scott Reiter     June 29   
Ruth Freidman, Grandmother of Louis Blank    June 30   
Zelda Gordon, Aunt of Maxine Klane      July 1   
Alessandro Nobile, Nephew of Catherine Tarabochia  July 1   
George Singer, Uncle of Michael Singer     July 1   
Anita Morris, Mother of Paula Morris and Ronni Karambelas July 3  (27 Sivan) 
Evelyn Rheingold, Grandmother of Mindy Gasthalter  July 3   
Marilyn Snaider, Sister of Warren Snaider     July 3  (27 Sivan) 
Arvin Cohen, Uncle of Marc Bernstein      July 4  (28 Sivan) 
Sarah Elman, Grandmother of Diane Liff     July 4  (28 Sivan) 
Jack Kahn, Grandfather of Jeffrey Kahn     July 4   
 
Announced Friday, July 5  (Yartzeits observed July 5-11; 29 Sivan – 5 Tamuz) 
Morton Retchin, Father of Judith Retchin    July 6  
Lillian Dembo, Grandmother of Jocelyn Kaplan   July 7  
Rachell Eisenberg, Mother of Ruth Eisenberg   July 7  (1 Tamuz) 
Anna Lifshitz, Grandmother of Diane Liff    July 7 
Pearl Magid, Aunt of Carl Spatz       July 7 (1 Tamuz) 
Morrie Ringelheim, Brother-in-law of Georgia Korn  July 7  
William Lifshitz, Grandfather of Diane Liff    July 8  
James Berns, Grandfather of Jeffrey Berns    July 9 (3 Tamuz) 
Harold Leftwich, Friend of Beth Cohen     July 9  
Robert Marcus, Grandfather of Susan Silber    July 9  
Daniel Morales, Friend of Alicia Saffer     July 9  
Eleanor Berelson, Grandmother of Joel Berelson   July 10  
Jan Berns, Uncle of Jeffrey Berns      July 10 (4 Tamuz) 
Jeffrey Bernstein, Friend/neighbor of Larry Neff   July 10  
Israel Pomper, Paternal Grandfather of Joseph Pomper  July 10 (4 Tamuz) 
Herman Kropf, Father of Barry Kropf     July 11 (5 Tamuz) 
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Member yartzeits, continued 
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, July 12 & 13  (Yartzeits observed July 12-18; 6-12 Tamuz) 
Leon Deutsch, Father of Nathaniel Deutsch   July 12 (6 Tamuz) 
Rhoda Jewler, Mother of Donald Jewler    July 13  
Elizabeth Gossett, Mother-in-law of Howard Menaker and Patrick Gossett  July 14  
W. James Roddie, Uncle of Reginald McBee   July 14  
Dorothy Uchin, Grandmother of Marisa Uchin  July 14  
Shirley Nigberg, Aunt of Jocelyn Kaplan    July 15  
Ana Selbin, Grandmother of Denise Leish   July 15  
Thelma Adams, Aunt of Patricia Carlton    July 16  
James Graf, Former Partner of Thomas Sachs  July 16  
Sylvia Deutsch, Mother of Nathaniel Deutsch  July 17 (11 Tamuz) 
Monroe Fabian, Friend of Larry Neff     July 18  
Max Morris, Grandfather of Paula Morris and Ronni Karambelas July 18 (12 Tamuz) 
 
Announced Friday, July 19  (Yartzeits observed July 19-25; 13-19 Tamuz) 
Joan Berelson, Aunt of Joel Berelson     July 19  
Judy Himpler, Dear Friend of Ruth Potts    July 19  
Lorna Kasarsky, Mother of Andi Kasarsky   July 19  
Ben Snaider, Uncle of Warren Snaider    July 19 (13 Tamuz) 
Philip Woldman, Father of Murray Woldman  July 19 (13 Tamuz) 
Bernice Hyman, Mother of Deb Hyman    July 21  
Marjorie Lewis, Mother of Barbara Lewis   July 21  
Mac Gottfried, Great uncle of Joel Berelson   July 22  
David Nissenbaum, Father of Beverly Nissenbaum July 22 (16 Tamuz) 
Consuelo Sides, Mother of LySandra Brady   July 22  
Marilyn Simms, Sister of LySandra Brady   July 22  
Belle Bergman, Aunt of Georgia Korn    July 23  
Leonard Frank, Father of Steven Frank    July 23  
Gloria Silber, Mother of Susan Silber    July 23  
Emile Bocian, Grand Uncle of Jocelyn Kaplan  July 24  
Lee Dannick, Uncle of Marlene Cohen    July 24 (18 Tamuz) 
Eleanor Schwarz, Mother of David Schwarz   July 25  
Sam Sharp, Grandfather of Murray Woldman  July 25 (19 Tamuz) 
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, July 26 & 27  (Yartzeits observed July 26 - 31; 20-25 Tamuz) 
Martha Cohen, Aunt of Carl Spatz     July 26 (20 Tamuz) 
Lee Desjardins, Foster Grandmother of Catherine Tarabochia July 26  
Barbara  Hodorowski, Godmother of Alex Carter July 27  
Walter Hollis, Father-in-law of Mark Agrast   July 27  
Sheba Scher, Aunt of Ruth Potts      July 27 (21 Tamuz) 
Eva Schindler-Rainman, Friend of Elke Martin and Eva Freund  July 27  
Leo Umansky, Father of Morris Umansky   July 30  
Shirley Umansky, Grandmother of Morris Umansky  July 30  
Leon Gasthalter, Father of Mindy Gasthalter   July 31  
Eva Kaplan, Grandmother of Jocelyn Kaplan  July 31  
John Scott, Nephew of Barbara Goldberg and LySandra Brady July 31  
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Shabbat Services  
Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services 
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay 
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our 
website for details.  The Zoom meeting number will be 
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and 
Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services 
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion 
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor 
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.betmish.org/oneg. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our 
weekly email. 
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
location, occasion and number of expected attendees 
to administrator@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of LGBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch 
and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 
 
Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to 
announce a death in your family, 
email bereavement@betmish.org. 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah.  The newsletter is 
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles, 
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of 
the month prior to publication to 
administrator@betmish.org. 
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, 
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well 
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email newsletter, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website 
at www.betmish.org with information about our 
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our 
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites 
of interest. 
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our 
editorial or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for new members, 
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the 
DC metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to membershipdirector@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — 
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim 
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is 
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive 
the information. Please email us 
at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 
Women’s Outreach Program 
On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 we pour 
our favorite beverage to go along with our own 
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and 
conversation. We continue to gather virtually every week 
and may try an in-person option soon. If you have any 
questions contact programmingdirector@betmish.org  
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.          
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and 
we welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-
binary people.  

mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ..................................  ..............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  ..............................  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Deborah Hyman  .............................  ..............................  president@betmish.org  
 
Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  .........................  ..............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Barbara Goldberg  ...........................  ..............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:   .........................  ..............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris .........  ..............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

High Holy Days: Paula Morris  ........................  ..............................  hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter  ....................  ..............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris ......   .............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
Choir:  Whitney Babash ..................................  .............................. choir@betmish.org 

 
Director of Membership:  Mindy Gasthalter .......  ..............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
 
Director of Operations ....................................... …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator  ............................  ..............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Coordinator  ..................................  ..............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd ...................  sign@betmish.org  

 
Director of Programming: Joseph Pomper .........  ..............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  ..............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Programming Committee: Joseph Pomper .....  ..............................  programs@betmish.org 

 
Director of Community Affairs: Alfredo Gomez ..  ..............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Jeffrey Kahn  ..............................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger……………………….. ..  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Noah Wofsy .   .............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee:  Rod Ross ...................  ..............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ....................  ..............................  education@betmish.org  
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  .........  ..............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: James Radack ........................ ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  
Keshet Rising .................................................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
B’nai Ahava ....................................................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 

 
STAFF 

Executive Director:  Joshua Maxey ...................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. .............  administrator@betmish.org 
Bookkeeper .......................................................  ..............................  bookkeeping@betmish.org 
 


