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There’s a New Museum in Town
By Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

Last month, I was
able to join a group
of faith leaders in
previewing the new-
est museum in
Washington, DC -
The Lillian & Albert
% Small Capital Jewish
Museum - just a
short walk from the
Judiciary Square Metro stop on the Red Line. Before the offi-
cial opening, we were able to peruse, speak with the staff, and
reflect on what we experienced and learned. From the web-
site: “The Capital Jewish Museum explores the Jewish experi-
ence in the national capital region and inspires visitors to con-
nect, reflect, and act—Connect personally and collectively,
Reflect on the relevance of the past to today, and Act on be-
half of their communities and values.”
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As we entered the museum, we were encouraged to begin our
journey in the historic synagogue building dating back to
1876. There, we found a timeline that traced the history of
Jews and the Jewish community in the Washington, DC re-
gion. It was striking to see how the community began, and
how it has grown and changed over time. I was especially
encouraged to find our own community highlighted with spe-
cial photographs, blurbs, and artifacts relating to DC’s
LGBTQ+ Jewish residents and communities. I was even able
to identify some familiar faces from Bet Mishpachah in a
years-old photograph of a march!

From there, we made our way upstairs to the main exhibition
where we were able to see the map of Jewish communities in
our area change as the years passed by - watching more syna-
gogue communities pop up and move around, matching the
pattens of movement of the region’s Jews throughout time. I
was particularly moved by an explanation of the first Freedom
Seder. The museum focuses on the Jewish value of Tikun
Olam - Repairing the World, and presents ways in which Jews
have done so in our area. The main exhibition allowed me to
explore some influential Jews from our region, their multiple
identities, and the impacts they have made. This also encour-
aged me to reflect on my own identities and how I might act
for justice in this region. I’m happy to report that queer Jews
were included in this exhibition, and this part of their identity
is celebrated at the museum.

Gay & Lesbian Community

www.betmish.org

The rotating exhibition gallery on the top floor current-
ly houses Notorious RBG: The Life and Time of Ruth
Bader Ginsburg. The Capital Jewish Museum is this
exhibition’s last stop in the national tour and is there
through the end of November. This famous and inspir-
ing Jewish DC resident is certainly worthy of the high-
light, and learning more about her work may inspire
others to fight for justice in the way she did throughout
her life.

We ended our time at the museum in the sanctuary of
the historic synagogue building that once housed Adas
Israel. I found myself wondering about the many Jews
who found connection and meaning in this space, and
the many holidays, services, and lifecycle events that
were celebrated there over the last century and a half.
It makes me appreciate the meaning we find in our
own holy space that we create at Bet Mishpachah
every Shabbat and Holy Day. Like the Jews from the
late 1800s and beyond, we also create sacred commu-
nity and connection while standing in from of our own
ark or around the tables during Oneg Shabbat. Learn-
ing more about the Jewish history of Washington, DC
helps me better understand how our own community
came to be and the particularly important role it contin-
ues to play in this region. We are part of this history
and we are also part of what is to come.

This summer, I strongly encourage you to experience
the museum for yourself if you have not yet had the
privilege. Admission to the Museum and core exhibi-
tions is always free. The museum opened on June 9th
and is located at 575 Third St., NW. Mark your
calendars: on August 27th Bet Mishpachah will
have a private tour of the museum. Details next
month.

High Holy Days 5784
Rosh ha-Shana begins Friday, September 15th and we
are busy working out details to make our services
meaningful once again. We will be meeting in Cafritz
Hall at the EDCJCC with both in-person and virtual
options available. Details for registration for all ser-
vices and our Break the Fast will be announced in our
weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and Be-
yond.” Remember—High Holy Day tickets are includ-
ed with your

membership. ¥ e
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Itis Up to Us

‘ , v
It is up to us to hallow Creation, wuim
to respond to Life with the full-
ness of our lives. Shavat

va-Yinafash

It is up to us to meet the World,
to embrace the Whole even as we
wrestle with its parts.

It is up to us to repair the World
and to bring our lives to Truth.

Therefore we bend the knee and shake off the stiffness that keeps us
from the subtle graces of Life and the supple gestures of Love.

With reverence and thanksgiving, we accept our destiny and set for our-
selves the task of redemption.

We hope for world completely repaired, all the inhabitants of this planet
turning to Creation, turning to each other, in the reconciliation, under-
standing that no one shall be excluded from the security of Life.

Rabbi Rami Shapiro
Sh’vat Va-Yinafash, page 127

Seeking Nominations for Bet Mishpachah
Annual Service Awards
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Nominations are now being accepted for our two annual service awards to be presented Friday, September 8th dur-
ing our Erev Shabbat service. Please submit your nominees along with a brief description of their accomplish-

ments to Bruce Horowitz at Congregatonal A ffairsDirector@BetMish.org.

The Dace Stone Volunteer of the Year Award, named for congregant Dace Stone, z ”/, a distinguished social work-
er and LGBT and AIDS activist, recognizes a congregational member who has made outstanding contributions to

the Bet Mishpachah community. Rod Ross was our 2022 recipient.

The Harvey Milk Chesed Award, named for LGBT activist and openly gay San Francisco City Council member
assassinated in 1978, recognizes an individual, member or nonmember, who has made outstanding contributions to
the wider LGBT and Jewish communities of which Bet Mishpachah is a part. James Radack was our 2021 recipi-

ent.

We look forward to selecting our 2023 candidates for these prestigious awards in our community!


mailto:CongregatonalAffarirsDirector@BetMish.org
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Pride 2023:
Peace, Love, Revolution & Mishpachah

By Joshua Maxey
Thank you to all our attendees and volunteers for joining us for a spectacular Pride Weekend.

We began our Pride celebrations with a special Drag Happy Hour on Friday with India Larelle Houston ,who
opened our Pride weekend with a dazzling performance that both entertained attendees and allowed us time to
reflect and share our own individual Pride and coming out stories. We heard from longtime members and first-
time visitors alike. Special thank you to our Community Affairs Director, Brian Parks for sponsoring the Hap-
py Hour.

We then moved from our Happy Hour to our Shabbat Service which was led by Rabbi Jake and enhanced by
the musical accompaniment of our Song Leader, Robyn Helzner with Eryca Kasse on percussion. It was a
beautiful experience to see and hear the nearly 60 people fill Kay Community Hall for the service.

On Saturday, we joined our partner organizations in marching during the parade. It was lovely to be greeted
by "Shabbat Shalom" by many in the crowd as we proudly marched by. Finally, on Sunday, we staffed our
booth at the Capital Pride Festival, where we had the opportunity to meet and talk with so many members of
the LGBTQ+ Jewish community who may not have heard about us or are simply looking for their Jewish
community. We look forward to welcoming our new friends to our services soon!

& é ')_)‘! Bet Mlshpachah z\/
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Parshat ha-Shavua: D’varim
By Larry Neff, July 23, 2020 ID‘-j ;1,-[
How many of you — like me — love to watch the home renovation shows on HGTV? Especially '
where they take an old house and bring it back to life. One of the special treats of those shows is
when, during the renovations, they open up the walls and find something inside, whether an in-
scription on the inside, or an old newspaper, even an old shoe. Just seeing the inside of the walls
is fascinating, at least for some of us.

In Jerusalem in 622 BCE, Josiah was King of the southern Kingdom of Judah — you remember that the northern Kingdom of
Israel had been conquered by the Assyrians a hundred years earlier, when many refugees fled south and brought their unique north-
ern traditions with them. So in 622 BCE King Josiah was renovating the first Temple, which by then was about 300 years old. And
lo and behold, they found a book, a scroll hidden in the walls that had been opened for the renovations. What they found is general-
ly considered to be basically the Book of Deuteronomy — in Hebrew: D’varim, which means “words.”

The weekly Torah portion or parshat ha-shavua for this Shabbat is the 44th portion in our annual cycle of reading the Torah, the
Five Books of Moses. With it, we begin reading the Book of Deuteronomy — D ’varim, which is also the name of this week’s
portion. Mah nishtana ha-séfer ha-zeh? — How is this 5th book different from the 4 earlier books of the Torah? In the other 4
books, probably the most frequent beginning of a paragraph or a section is the phrase: Va-yomeir Adonai el Moshé leimor — And
G-d spoke to Moses saying.... The text of the other 4 books is generally presented as G-d speaking, or G-d as narrator.

But D’varim starts differently: Kileh ha-d’varim asher dibeir Moshé el-kol-Yisraél b’eiveir ha-Yardein ba-midbar — These are
the words that Moses spoke to all Israel in the wilderness on the other side of the Jordan River. The Hebrews have endured 40
years of wandering in the wilderness and are about to enter the Land of Israel by crossing the Jordan River from the east. Moses has
led them around the country to invade it not by the shortest route from Egypt, where they’ve come from, but from all the way
around the other side. In Deuteronomy Moses, who will not be allowed to enter the Land himself, is giving the people his final
instructions and wisdom to guide them in establishing a sacred community in the Land.

And in this fifth book of the Torah, we hear Moses’s voice all the way through. While G-d is the primary voice, the primary narra-
tor in the first four books, in Deuteronomy it’s the voice of Moses we hear. Moses begins by recounting the story of what has hap-
pened to this band of wanderers since they escaped from Egypt — Mitzrayim, the narrow place, the place of constriction. But Mo-
ses does not just repeat the story. Verse 5 says “Moses expounded on this Torah, on this Teaching.” In essence, Moses is inter-
preting what has already been said in the earlier 4 books. This makes Moses himself the first interpreter of Torah, which is why he
is called Moshé Rabbeéinu — Moses our Rabbi, our Teacher.

The Greek name Deuteronomy means “second law.” But is Moses merely repeating for a second time what came earlier in the To-
rah? No, even by traditional rabbinic count there are 70 new laws in Deuteronomy that are nowhere to be found in the earlier 4
books. So when the text says “Moses expounded on this Torah,” it really means that he both interpreted and expanded on the earli-
er Teachings.

In D’varim, the narration has shifted from G-d to humankind, who will now be fully responsible for putting into practice the high
ideals of the Torah — its vision for a sacred, just, and equitable community. And as we know all too well from trying for 244
years to put the high ideals of America’s Declaration of Independence into practice, this is never easy.

This narration shift in Deuteronomy is not the only major change. King Josiah used the so-called “finding” of this ancient book in
Moses’s voice to make radical changes in Judaism, for example, to eliminate the old local altars where sacrifices had been offered
(sometimes to pagan G-ds) and to centralize the sacrificial cult exclusively in the Temple in Jerusalem. We in Washington under-
stand especially well how the pendulum can swing back and forth between the centralization or decentralization of programs and
authority. King Josiah pushed that pendulum far to the other side, and he used the Book of Deuteronomy to do so. For more than
2,500 years, our task as Jews has been to study and wrestle with and interpret and expound on the high ideals of justice, equality
and holiness set forth in the Torah, and to figure out how we can put these ideals into practice both in our community and in our
own lives.

While there is a strong continuity of texts in our tradition, Judaism has also been radically changed and adapted again and again.
Not only the major religious revival and reformation made by King Josiah in 622 BCE, but also the radical changes made by the
rabbis of the Talmud, who completely transformed Judaism away from the sacrificial cult of the priests in the Temple in Jerusalem
and into a religion based on synagogues, prayer, study and interpretation. And since then Judaism has had many other major
changes, such as the development of Jewish mysticism in Kabbalah starting with the publication of the Zohar in Spain in the 13th
century, the Chassidic movement starting in eastern Europe the 18th century, the Reform movement starting in Germany in the
19th century, the Reconstructionist movement starting in America in the 20th century, and more recently the Jewish Renewal
movement and our own LGBTQ movement within Judaism.

Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan z 7/, who founded the Reconstructionist movement, defined Judaism an “evolving religious civilization.”
And as we learn from the change to a human narrative voice in D’varim, It Is Up To Us to study and expound and interpret and
adapt Judaism as a force for justice, compassion and holiness, both in our own lives and in our community.
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Bet Mishpachah Programs in
July!

Join us for a virtual game night of
Jewish Scattergories on July 10th at
7:00 pm. We will be playing through
the offical Scattegories website and
zoom.

Join us on Saturday, July 15th, for an in-person dinner
at The Diner, 2453 18th Street, NW, Washington, DC
20009 at 6:30 pm followed by Havdala at Scott Reiter's
house a few blocks away.

RSVP for either program at programs@betmish.org.

Bet Mishpachah in Baltimore!

On June 4th, nine intrepid travel-
ers ventured to Baltimore fora |
guided tour of the Jewish Muse-
um of Maryland. Our energetic
docent, David Scher, told us Yy Y

. - (i .
about the synagogues housing
the museum, as well the history - . ol
of Baltimore's Jewish communi- e -
ty, weaving in stories about his ) -
own family's deep roots in the
area.

The museum consists of two historic synagogues built
a block apart -- and David had some interesting theories as
to why that came about -- that are now connected by the
museum's exhibition space. The older of the two syna-
gogues, a neoclassical building built in the 1840s, had a
fascinating history that mirrored the changes in the Jewish
community over the years. We toured the sanctuary as
well as the underground rooms that had housed, among
other things, a school and a mikva. The other synagogue,
built later in the 19th century, is still in use, and was re-
cently restored to its former glory. In addition to the syna-
gogues, in the main museum building, we toured a fasci-
nating exhibit about Lombard Street, which had been the
heart of the turn-of-the-20th-century Jewish community in
Baltimore. The scenes pictured in the exhibit were remi-
niscent of the Lower East Side in New York City during
the same time period. At the end of the tour, David let us
know that the families of anyone whose children had a bar
or bat mitzva in the coming year would receive a year's
membership to the museum.

After the tour, some of us went to lunch at Miss
Shirley's, a local eatery in Baltimore's Inner Harbor, where
we enjoyed a tasty meal in a pleasant setting. [ think eve-
ryone would agree that it was a most enjoyable after-
noon. The programming committee continues to develop
programs for the congregation so please keep an eye out
for them in the monthly newsletter as well as "This Week
and Beyond." If you have any ideas or suggestions for
programs, please send them to the programming committee
at programs(@betmish.org.

—

Book Group meets in July

The Bet Mishpa-

chah Book Group will meet on Sun-
day, July 16th, starting at 4:00
pm, to discuss Gangsters vs. Nazis,
by Michael Benson.

As Hitler rose to power in 1930s
Germany, a growing wave of fascism
began to take root on American soil. Nazi activists started
to gather in major American cities and by 1933 there were
more than a hundred anti-Semitic groups operating openly
in the United States. Few Americans dared speak out or
fight back -- until an organized resistance of notorious
mobsters waged their own personal war against the Nazis
in their midst. Written by acclaimed non-fiction crime
author Michael Benson and packed with surprising, little-
known facts, graphic details, and unforgettable personali-
ties, this book chronicles the role of Jewish mobsters in
stomping out the terrifying tide of Nazi sympathizers dur-
ing the 1930s and 1940s and inspiring ordinary Americans
to join them in their fight against Nazism.

All members are welcome to join the discussion.
Please email bookgroup@betmish.org for the Zoom ID.

An evening with Noam Sienna

On June 7th, seven Bet Mishpachah
members were among the 33 partici-
pants at the presentation by LGBTQ
author and historian, Noam Sienna,
about his book, "A Rainbow Thread:
An Anthology of Queer Jewish Texts
from the First Century to 1969," a fas-
cinating compendium of 120 LGBTQ-
related references in Jewish texts
throughout the ages. Bet Mishpachah e
was invited to participate in the event by the Baltimore
chapter of Eshel, the organization for LGBTQ Orthodox
Jews. The author, an eloquent and witty speaker, speak-
ing via Zoom from his home in Minnesota, talked about
what had motivated him to write the book, which was to
provide a guide to people seeking to find their place as
members of both the LGBTQ and Jewish communities by
demonstrating that the LGBTQ community had always
been a part of Jewish history and thought. Noam dis-
cussed the references he uncovered during his ten years of
research, some, sad and depressing, and others, funny and
heartwarming. All were interesting. There was a lively
Q&A session after Noam's presentation and the general
consensus was that it had been a most enlightening even-
ing. Be on the lookout in the newsletter and TWAB for
other upcoming programs by the programming commit-
tee. If you have ideas for a program, please send it to us
at programs(@betmish.org.



mailto:programs@betmish.org
mailto:programs@betmish.org
mailto:programs@betmish.org
mailto:bookgroup@betmish.org

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Tamuz/Av 5783/July 2023

Two times a year we RENEW; during the month
of July when we renew our commitment to our be-
loved House of Worship and during the Days of
Awe when we come together to worship as we
repent and receive the opportunity to renew.

One of the greatest benefits of membership is
belonging to our diverse and welcoming Bet Mish
family. You continue to be a part of the only
LGBTQ synagogue in Washington, DC.

We are always here for you. Our community
provides you a space for your life cycle celebra-
tions, comfort during matters of bereavement which
is created from our years of experience in hosting
shiva services, timely Yartzeit reminders, in person
and virtual Jewish learning, robust programming,
meaningful Shabbat and holiday services and tickets
to our High Holy Days services.

Please consider renewing your membership at an
Enhanced Level. We need more financial security as
we continue to follow the action steps that were
created for us in the Strategic Plan two years ago.
The biggest leap of faith was hiring our Executive
Director. He is putting us back on the map as the
‘Go To’ synagogue for all things LGBTQ+.

The Board, Rabbi Jake, Josh and Liat, are all
working diligently to support our mission. Our 50th
Anniversary year is arriving in 2025. To ensure our
strong presence in the Washington, DC area, we
need your support and prompt membership renewal
which are essential to our success.

Please, don’t let your financial situation keep
you from joining. Reach out to MembershipDirec-
tor@betmish.org who will help you make payment
arrangements to fit your budget.

We are so grateful to have such generous and
compassionate members who recognize the
importance of sustaining and continuing to build our
congregation for future generations.

This is more than a membership; this is truly a
partnership.

Toda Raba,
Deborah Hyman. Membership Director

TP Vs “’aﬁic : . TR
.--".k.f‘dé o b '. ¢ 2 "' z%'::

2023-2024

MEMBERSHIP

RENEWAL

How to Renew

Step 1: Complete the Membership Renewal Form
Access your membership renewal form online by using
the hyper-link sent to your email recently. Or,

Download the form and mail it to Bet Mishpachah,
PO Box 1410, Washington, DC, 20013.

Step 2: To Pay Your Renewal Dues/Donation

You have several payment options. The most effective
method of payment, if you already have a PayPal account
and want to use a credit card, is to use PayPal Giv-

ing. You can use your credit card and Bet Mishpachah
will still receive 100% of your donation without any pro-
cessing fees. Simply go to PayPal Giving, log in using
your PayPal credentials, and make payment using your
credit card.

If you choose not to use a PayPal Giving, you can send us
a check, or pay with Venmo, Zelle, or CashApp.

0 If you pay by check, mail it to Bet Mishpachah, PO
Box 1410, Washington, DC. 20013

0 If you pay by Venmo, send to: @bet-mishpachah

0 Ifyouuse Zelle, send to: treasurer@betmish.org

0 If you use CashApp send to: treasurer@betmish.org

You can also pay via PayPal using your credit card. Note
that Bet Mishpachah will incur a 3% processing fee.

Lastly, if you do not want to use any of the methods
above, you can call the Treasurer with a credit card num-
ber or pay with donations of appreciated securities, Quali-
fied Charitable Donations, or Donor-Advised Fund, with
added tax benefits. Contact treasurer@betmish.org for
additional information.

Morris Levitt was a long-time member of Bet Mish-
pachah who co-led our Yizkor service on the afternoon of
Yom Kippur. He also served on the Bet Mishpachah
Board of Directors as Treasurer for several years. He was
predeceased by his partner Glen Rein.

Morris always welcomed new members of any gender
and was willing to lend an ear and his warm heart to any-
one. He was a thoughtful service leader with whom sever-
al other people enjoyed co-leading.

Professionally, Dr. Morris Levitt was a professor in
the Department of Political Science at Howard Universi-
ty. A January 29, 1988, letter in “The Hilltop,” Howard
University’s student newspaper, advised that Levitt’s
teaching style was different from that of other professors.
He “stimulates his students’ intellect. He challenges them
to assume responsibility and create their own approach to
government.”
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July Birthdays
Joel Berelson
Jeffrey Berns

Sandor Bernstein
Patricia Carlton

Good News

Belinda Cross

Ruth Eisenberg

Glenn Garelik
Deb Hyman

Thank you to our July
Service Leaders

Friday, July 7: Larry Neff and Mindy Gasthalter
Saturday, July 8: Vinny Prell
Friday, July 14: Scott Reiter and Robyn Helzner
with Eryca Kasse drumming
Friday, July 21: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, July 22: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, July 28: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
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Denise Leish

Ted Xakellis
Craig Ziskin
Evan Zukerman

Thank You to Our June
Service Leaders
Friday, June 2: Rachel Hamberger and
Larry Neff
Friday, June 9: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin,
Eryca Kasse and Robyn Helzner

. ¢ i Saturday, June 10: Marc Bernstein and
Sarajane Garten and Catherine Tarabochia Jeff Burka

Y
v
v
; ) v
Richard Gondelman and Frank Marino & | Friday, June 16: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
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July Anniversaries
Patricia Carlton and Margaret Detwiler

Deb Hyman and Paula Morris Friday, June 23: Allan Armus

Judith Retchin and Elyse Wander Saturday, June 24: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Carl Spatz and Thomas Hesselbrock Friday, June 30: Paula Morris
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Jon Monger

% Robert Saks

% Neal Strauss
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May Donations
Woldman Oneg and Kiddush Fund
We appreciate the generosity of our members Rod Ross
and friends, and recognize them for their sup-

port. Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund
Devra Floyd

Operating Fund

Mark Agrast Richard Kopley Emergency Fund

JonRobert Johnson Rod Ross

Barry Friedman, in memory of Henry James

Joanna Cohan Scherer and Noel Elliot, in memory of
Charlie Stewart

Jeffrey Nakrin, in memory of Charlie Stewart
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In Jewish tradition, when we write the name of Submitting names for Yartzeit announcements will not
someone we love or respect who has died, we append result in the names being published in the Yizkor
the Hebrew letters zayin and lamed after their name. booklet. You must take the active step to perform
This stands for zichrono [’vracha, “may they be re- the mitzva by making a donation to publish their
membered as a blessing.” It means that when we call names in the Yizkor book.
them to mind, we should remember the good that they = We suggest a donation from everyone of at least
did in their lives and keep it alive through our own $18 (chai = life) per name. But what you give is up to
actions. What we do and how we behave is a reflec- you. All donations are greatly appreciated.
tion of our parents’, teachers’, and other loved ones’

influence on our own lives. We keep our memories of Names and donations should be mailed to:
them alive, not just by a passive recollection, but by Bet Mishpachah - Yizkor, c/o Armus
doing something — a mitzva — and associating their 4309 11th Street North

names with our actions. Arlington, VA 22201-4748

One way to do this is by making a donation to the
congregation in their memory and having their names
published in Bet Mishpachah’s annual Yizkor booklet. This will only delay the process and increase the
This booklet is used on Yom Kippur and other holy chance of errors. Listings must be received by
days when Yizkor is observed. This is not the same as Friday Septembér 1. 2023
observing a Yartzeit, the anniversary of a death. ’ ’ )

Do not send your list and donation to the congrega-
tion’s post office box or include it with your dues.

¥¥kdkkkkxkA.  Please print clearly using block letters. Names will be listed alphabetically, ¥ ¥ *%

First Name Last Name First Name Last Name
1 6.
2 7
3 8.
4. 9.
5. 10.

B. Please list in the section below names and relationships of those who have died during 5783 (since last Rosh ha-Shana).
These names will be read aloud during the Yizkor service on Yom Kippur.

First Name Last Name Relationship Donor First Name Donor Last Name
Example: Arthur Einberg Father of Morris Einberg
1.
2.
3.
I am making a donation of $ , in memory of the above. May their names be remembered as a blessing.

Name of Donor (please print)
EMAIL Address
Street Address City, State Zip Code

Payment can be made through our website, with PayPal Giving, send a check or contact: treasurer@betmish.org
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to:
Emily Pitt, on the loss of her father, Harvey Pitt
The family and friends of Morris Levitt, member of Bet Mishpachah
The friends and family of Bob Niemic, former member of Bet Mishpachah

Announced Friday, June 30 (Yartzeits observed June 30-July 6; 11-17 Tamuz)

Ruth Freidman, Grandmother of Louis Blank June 30

Zelda Gordon, Aunt of Maxine Klane July 1

Max Morris, Grandfather of Paula Morris and Ronni Karambelas July 1 (12 Tamuz)
Alessandro Nobile, Nephew of Catherine Tarabochia July 1

George Singer, Uncle of Michael Singer July 1

July 2 (13 Tamuz)
July 2 (13 Tamuz)

Ben Snaider, Uncle of Warren Snaider
Philip Woldman, Father of Murray Woldman

Evelyn Rheingold, Grandmother of Mindy Gasthalter July 3
Jack Kahn, Grandfather of Jeffrey Kahn July 4
David Nissenbaum, Father of Beverly Nissenbaum July 5 (16 Tamuz)

Ricardo Alcaraz, Ex-Brother-in-law of Judy Barlas July 6

Morton Retchin, Father of Judith Retchin

July 6

Announced Friday, July 7 (Yartzeits observed July 7-13; 18-24 Tamuz)

Lee Dannick, Uncle of Marlene Cohen

July 7 (18 Tamuz)

Lillian Dembo, Grandmother of Jocelyn Kaplan July 7

Anna Lifshitz, Grandmother of Diane Liff July 7

Morrie Ringelheim, Brother-in-law of Georgia Korn July 7

William Lifshitz, Grandfather of Diane Liff July 8

Sam Sharp, Grandfather of Murray Woldman July 8 (19 Tamuz)
Martha Cohen, Aunt of Carl Spatz July 9 (20 Tamuz)
Harold Leftwich, Friend of Beth Cohen July 9

Robert Marcus, Grandfather of Susan Silber July 9

Daniel Morales, Friend of Alicia Saffer July 9

Eleanor Berelson, Grandmother of Joel Berelson July 10

Jeffrey Bernstein, Friend/neighbor of Larry Neff July 10

Morris Rosetsky, Grandfather of Judy Barlas July 10

Sheba Scher, Aunt of Ruth Potts

July 10 (21 Tamuz)

Announced Friday and Saturday, July 14 & 15 (Yartzeits observed July 14 - 20; 25 Tamuz — 2 Av)
Elizabeth Gossett, Mother of Patrick Gossett and Mother-in-law of Howard Menaker  July 14

W. James Roddie, Uncle of Reginald McBee July 14
Dorothy Uchin, Grandmother of Marisa Uchin July 14

Roy Lebowitz, Father of Dena Lebowitz July 15
Shirley Nigberg, Aunt of Jocelyn Kaplan July 15

Ana Selbin, Grandmother of Denise Leish July 15
Thelma Adams, Aunt of Patricia Carlton July 16

Israel Eisenberg, Father of Ruth Eisenberg July 16 (27 Tamuz)
James Graf, Former Partner of Thomas Sachs July 16
Monroe Fabian, Friend of Larry Neff July 18

Joan Berelson, Aunt of Joel Berelson July 19

Judy Himpler, Dear Friend of Ruth Potts July 19

Lorna Kasarsky, Mother of Andi Kasarsky July 19

David Lax, Uncle of Stuart Sotsky July 20 (2 Av)
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Announced Friday, July 21 (Yartzeits observed July 21-27; 3-9 Av)

Bernice Hyman, Mother of Deb Hyman
Marjorie Lewis, Mother of Barbara Lewis

Nancy Bloom, Friend of Ruth Potts and Alex Carter

Mac Gottfried, Great uncle of Joel Berelson
Consuelo Sides, Mother of LySandra Brady
Marilyn Simms, Sister of LySandra Brady
Robin Aleo, Niece of Steven Weinberg
Belle Bergman, Aunt of Georgia Korn
Leonard Frank, Father of Steven Frank
Richard Horovitz, Friend of Stuart Sotsky
Grace Milgram, Mother of Betty Milgram
Gloria Silber, Mother of Susan Silber

Emile Bocian, Grand Uncle of Jocelyn Kaplan
Sandy Gordon, Cousin of Warren Snaider
Eleanor Schwarz, Mother of David Schwarz

Lee Desjardins, Foster Grandmother of Catherine Tarabochia

Michel Frisch, Grandfather of Mitchell Haymes
Barbara Hodorowski, Sister of Alex Carter
Walter Hollis, Father-in-law of Mark Agrast

July 21
July 21
July 22 (4 Av)
July 22
July 22
July 22
July 23 (5 Av)
July 23
July 23
July 23 (5 Av)
July 23
July 23
July 24
July 24 (6 Av)
July 25
July 26
July 27 (9 Av)
July 27
July 27

Eva Schindler-Rainman, Friend of Eva Freund and Elke Martin July 27

Jane Shapiro, Friend of Ruth Potts

July 27 (9 Av)

Announced Friday and Saturday, July 28 —29 (Yartzeits observed July 28 — August 3; 10-16 Av)

James Scher, Cousin of Ruth Potts
Leo Umansky, Father of Morris Umansky

Shirley Umansky, Grandmother of Morris Umansky

Leon Gasthalter, Father of Mindy Gasthalter
Eva Kaplan, Grandmother of Jocelyn Kaplan

July 28 (10 Av)
July 30
July 30
July 31
July 31

Ethel Morris, Grandmother of Paula Morris and Ronni Karambelas July 31 (13 Av)
John Scott, Nephew of LySandra Brady and Barbara Goldberg July 31

Pearl Nissenbaum, Aunt of Beverly Nissenbaum

Fay Stern, Mother of Alvin Stern
Ronald Balin, Friend of Eva Freund
Simcha Munzer, Father of Al Munzer

August 1 (14 Av)
August 1 (14 Av)
August 2

August 2 (15 Av)
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Shabbat Services

Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our
website for details. The Zoom meeting number will be
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and
Beyond.”

Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of
every month at 10:00 am. Saturday morning services
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/85094BAFAC28A3FC1-
erev.

Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is
available by sending an email request

to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks
notice.

Any changes to our regular Shabbat service

schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our
weekly email.

To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date,
location and number of expected attendees
to administrator@betmish.org

Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations

Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:

* World Congress of GLBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah

* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington

* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater
Washington

* Network of Independent Jewish Communities

and Havurot

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff

Coordinator — Liat Novek

Design/Layout — Liat Novek

Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch
and Elke Martin

Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter

Donations

To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C.
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page
on our web site, www.betmish.org

Death Notices, Bereavement Services

If you are in need of bereavement services or to
announce a death in your family,

email bereavement@betmish.org.

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter

Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah. The newsletter is
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles,
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of
the month prior to publication to
administrator@betmish.org.

Weekly Email Broadcast

The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast,
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner
organizations. To receive our weekly email newsletter,
send an email to administrator@betmish.org

Congregational Website

Be sure to check out our website

at www.betmish.org with information about our
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites
of interest.

Communications Policy. For questions about our
editorial or advertising policies, send an email
to secretary(@betmish.org

Membership

To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org
Reduced membership is available for new members,
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the
DC metro area.

Address, Phone, and Email Updates
Send your name and old and new information
to membershipdirector@betmish.org

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You

Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim —
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive
the information. Please email us

at BikurCholim@betmish.org.

Women’s Outreach Program

On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 we pour
our favorite beverage to go along with our own

dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and
conversation. We continue to gather virtually every week
and may try an in-person option soon. If you have any
questions contact programmingdirector(@betmish.org
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and
we welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-
binary people.
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DIRECTORY
RABBIS

Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin ... rabbi@betmish.org
Rabbi Bob Saks, EMEritus ..............cviiiiiiiiiiis i rabbibobs@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES

President: Mitchell Haymes ...t e president@betmish.org
Rabbinic Liaison Committee: Al Munzer
Treasurer: Douglas Auerbach ...........ccccceiiiiiin i, treasurer@betmish.org
Secretary: Whitney Babash ..........cc.ocoooiiiiiiies i, secretary@betmish.org
Communication Committee: .........oooeiiiiiiiies v, communications@betmish.org
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula MOrris ......... ..cccccovviiiiiiiiiininnnnn. religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
High Holy Days: Paula Morris & Rachel Hamberger ..................... hhd@betmish.org
Liturgy Committee: Scott Reiter ...........ccccceit i liturgy@betmish.org
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris...... ....ccccccvviiiiiiiiinnnnns religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Director of Membership: Deb Hyman................ ...cccciiiiiienenns membershipdirector@betmish.org

Strategic Planning Task Force: Deb Hyman

Director of Operations ............ccccevvvceiiiiiiiiiiiiiies v e e .00 OpeTationsdirector@betmish.org
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator ..................euveeiiies evvviiiiiiiiiiieieeeeennnnnn. oneg@betmish.org
Hospitality Coordinator ..................eveveiiiiiiiiies i, hospitality@betmish.org
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator: Devra Floyd ................... sigh@betmish.org

Director of Programming ...........ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiies e programmingdirector@betmish.org
Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman ...........cc. cocuvvieeiniiiiiiiiiiiiinnnns bookgroup@betmish.org
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ............cccccit i, education@betmish.org
Programming Committee: Joseph Pomper..... .....ccccccvvvviiiinninnnnnns programs@betmish.org

Director of Community Affairs: Brian Parks........ c.ccccccocviiiiiiiiiinnnn. communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org

Jewish Community Relations Council representative: Stuart Sotsky

Director of Congregational Affairs: Bruce Horowitz .......................... congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger...................ocooin bereavement@betmish.org
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Barbara Lewis ........................... bikurcholim@betmish.org
Cemetery Committee: Allan ArmuUS..........cceeees viviiiiiiiieeeee e cemetery@betmish.org
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund ......... ccccccoccoiiiiiiiiiinnnnn. novachavura@betmish.org
Social Justice: James Radack..............cccccccees ceviiiiiininiennn ... .80CHal-aCtion@betmish.org
Keshet RiSING .......uuuiiiiiiiiiiis e executivedirector@betmish.org
B'Nai ANAVa ......oooiiiii s e executivedirector@betmish.org

STAFF
Executive Director: Joshua Maxey .........ccccoeeves iiiviviiiiiiiiviiineeeeennn, executivedirector@betmish.org
Congregational Administrator: Liat Novek.................................... administrator@betmish.org

BOOKKEEPET ... .o s s bookkeeping@betmish.org



