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By Joshua Maxey, Executive Director

As we mark the 50th anniversary of Bet Mishpachah,
the LGBTQ+ synagogue in the heart of the Nation’s capi-
tal, we reflect on our rich history of inclusivity. This mile-
stone is not just a celebration of our past, but a testament to
the resilience and strength of our congregation. We invite
all members of our community to join us in commemorat-
ing this significant achievement through various programs
and events designed to engage, inspire, and uplift. Togeth-
er, we have built a sanctuary where everyone is embraced
for who they are, and we look forward to continuing this
vital work in the years to come.

As we begin this new year, we thank our incoming
Board of Directors, whose diverse backgrounds and fresh
perspectives will help guide Bet Mishpachah into its next
chapter. Their commitment to fostering an inclusive envi-
ronment, alongside our dedicated staff and volunteers, will
ensure that our synagogue remains a vibrant space for spir-
itual growth, education, and social connection. We also
want to take a moment to express our heartfelt gratitude to
our outgoing Board members for their unwavering dedica-
tion and service. Their hard work has laid a strong founda-
tion for our future, and we are deeply appreciative of their
contributions.

As we celebrate this landmark anniversary, we encour-
age all members of our community to get involved. Wheth-
er through volunteering for our programs, attending our
events, or simply spreading the word about Bet Mishpa-
chah, your participation is vital to our continued success.

Join us as we embark on this exciting journey together,
honoring our past while building a brighter, more inclusive
future for all. Let’s come together to celebrate, engage, and
uplift one another in the spirit of love and acceptance that
has defined us for the past 50 years.

Bet Mishpachah
nNown n'a

www.betmish.org
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Board Installation Shabbat

Board Installation Shabbat will be Friday,

January 24th, during Erev Shabbat services, starting
at 8:00 pm. This is the Shabbat service where we
acknowledge and thank the outgoing Board for their
hard work and dedication, and welcome the new
Board as they get ready to start their work on
February 1, 2025.

Please join us as we thank the outgoing Board and
welcome the incoming board. A special Oneg Shab-
bat, sponsored by the Past Presidents of Bet Mishpa-
chah, will give you an opportunity to welcome each
Board Member personally.

Join us on Friday, January 24, 2025 for our first Con-
gregational Shabbat dinner of our 50th anniversary
year, which will be followed by Installation Shabbat,
both at the EDCJCC. The dinner will start at 6:30
pm, which will give us plenty of time to schmooze
with friends and enjoy a leisurely dinner before ser-
vices at 8:00 pm. Installation Shabbat is where we
formally thank our outgoing board and welcome our
incoming board. The Oneg that evening is spon-
sored by the Past Presidents. The cost of the dinner
is $30/member and $39/non-member. Please RSVP
to mgasthalter@gmail.com no later than Friday, Jan-
uary 17th to reserve your spot for dinner and to let
Mindy know if you have any questions or die-

tary restrictions.

Washington DC’s Egalitarian Synagogue Embracing a Diversity of Sexual and Gender Identities
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It is Up to Us

It is up to us to hallow Creation,

to respond to life with the fullness of our lives.
It is up to us to meet the World,

to embrace the Whole even as we wrestle with
the parts.

It is up to us to repair the World

and to bind our lives to Truth.

Therefore, we bend the knee and shake off the stiffness that keeps us
from the subtle graces of Life and the supple gestures of Love.

With reverence and thanksgiving, we accept our destiny and set for
ourselves the task of redemption.

We hope for a world completely repaired, all the inhabitants of this
planet turning to Creation, turning to each other, in reconciliation,
understanding that no one shall be excluded from the security of Life.

Rabbi Rami M. Shapiro
Shavat Va-Yinafash page 127

Our Guest Speaker on January 10th

Matt Nosanchuk is the Deputy Assistant Secre-
tary for Operations and Outreach in the Office
for Civil Rights at the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation. Over the course of his career he has
worked in the executive branch, the Senate and
House, and in the non-profit and private sectors.
In 2020, Matt led Jewish and LGBTQ+ outreach
efforts for the DNC and the Biden-Harris cam-
paign. Matt served throughout the Obama-Biden
Administration in senior roles in the White
House, on the National Security Council Staff,
and at the Departments of State, Justice (DOJ),
and Homeland Security (DHS). These included serving as Senior Coun-
selor to Assistant Attorney General Tom Perez in the Civil Rights Divi-
sion at DOJ, where he led the Division’s work to advance LGBTQ+
rights and established its Policy Section, and as White House liaison to
the American Jewish community. For his efforts to advance LGBTQ+
rights, Matt received the Attorney General’s Distinguished Service
Award and the American Bar Association’s inaugural Stonewall
Award. Matt is originally from Michigan and is a graduate of Stanford
University and Stanford Law School, where he was a Truman Scholar
and Senior Note Editor on the Stanford Law Review.
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Follow us on Social Media

Instagram:

(@betmishpachah

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/betmish
www.facebook.com/groups/Betmish
(This is a private, monitored group
where you can have

conversations with

other members).

Youtube:

(@betmishpachah
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In 2020, ten member volunteers, Rabbi Jake, our administrator, Liat Novek, and I assembled
each month with a professional facilitator to become Bet Mishpachah’s Strategic Planning Task |
Force. By 2021, we created a strategic plan which identified five goals that were achievable by |
following a plan which contained specific action steps. y

The 2021, 2022, 2023 and 2024 Boards, by coincidence, contained at least four directors who =&
were members of this task force. All these directors and I continued to view our roles as the
activators of these prescribed action steps. The overarching continuity of these boards has provided Bet Mishpachah with
the opportunity to have a group of dedicated members who not only embrace this strategic plan but take initiative and risks
to move us in a forward direction to secure and protect our legacy and regain our status in the DMV as the ‘Go To’
LGBTQ+ Synagogue.

Our board was amazingly productive this year. Maybe you noticed the number of organizations with whom we
collaborated to bring you a wide range of activities and events. We are so excited to have two members volunteer for their
first time to serve on our Board of Directors. Mark Agrast, Director of Programming and Patrick DiBattista, Director of
Membership, will be sharing with us their years of experience in governance and non-profit management.

I’m honored and proud to have worked with such a devoted, committed, smart, collegial, creative and productive board.
Allow me to bullet point our highlights of the previous year’s action steps and initiatives:
¢ Converted our accounting software, QuickBooks, from desktop to the cloud. This allows us to have simultaneous users

and affords us the capability to interface with other supporting software and cloud-based services.
¢ We have engaged with FlipCause, a cloud-based company who provides us logistical services for, but not limited to, the

registration of events and gives us a future opportunity to curate and administer some of our fundraising initiatives. A

shout out to Douglas, our Treasurer, and Liat, our administrator, for all the hours they have put in to learn these new

software and client service opportunities.
¢ We participated in-person with 100% attendance in two Board retreats, one was partially professionally facilitated by
Gather DC in March and the other was this November which was facilitated by Josh and me. We tackled hard questions
such as - If not now, when? and What does it mean to be a lay led synagogue?
¢ In October, we attended a Zoom presentation by Heller Fundraising Group. This is Bet Mishpachah dipping our toes
into the waters of “How to Jumpstart a Major Gifts Program for Sustainable Annual Giving.”

¢ Curated and produced robust programs which included special guest speakers and participatory panel discussions.

¢ Additionally, this year Rabbi Jake’s classes featured more LGBTQ+ themes and were able to expand our minds as we
learned through the lenses of poetry, songs and stories about LGBTQ+ Jewish mores and folklore.

SOCIAL MEDIA AND ADVERTISING

¢ Activation of weekly YouTube videos posted by Joshua Maxey and Patrick DiBattista

¢ Activation of weekly Facebook postings with short video clips

BOARD GOVERNANCE

¢ Team of Member volunteers to review and update synagogue bylaws

¢ Task Force to review and update Bet Mishpachah’s Policies and Guidelines

NEW AND IMPROVED

¢ New generic and 50" anniversary logos.

¢ New Bima furniture- Fully funded by donations.* These pieces are hand crafted with locally sourced wood by a

Rockville wood crafter, who with his trans son and wife, attended this year’s S lichot service.
¢ The return of our choir to enhance our High Holy Day services.
¢ Reestablished alliances with A Wider Bridge, the Embassy of Israel and Federation.

FUTURE GOALS

¢ Hire a part-time Communications/Development Coordinator.
¢ Create and plan inter-generational bonding activities.

¢ Explore more ways to entice and retain committee volunteers.

We are the LGBTQ+ Synagogue in the Nation’s Capital. We need you to support our legacy for future generations of
LGBTQ+ Jews. Please show up for services, programs, social action events or volunteer to be on one of our committees.
Your presence and your financial support will send a very loud message to our dedicated volunteers that you appreciate us
and believe in our mission.

In closing, I am grateful to Bet Mishpachah for entrusting me with the mantle of leadership. Where other than at Bet
Mishpachah, could a Jersey Girl such as I be given the opportunity to continue my quest as an adult learner? Believe me
when I say, this past year was full of opportunities for personal growth.

It has been a privilege to lead our directors into our jubilee year. I am proud to pass along to our incoming president,
Joe Pomper, a wonderful group of folks with whom I have had the pleasure of working.

Thank you for believing in me. Happy 50" Anniversary.

Love, Deb Hyman It’s time to celebrate our 50™ Anniversary. Come and help us. Many hands make light work.
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What Is MLK Jr’s Legacy To The LGBT Community?
by Logo, National Center for Civil and Human Rights, 2016

With racial injustice and LGBT rights making headlines

icance in recent years.

What are the links between these two communities? What
are the lessons of the civil-rights movement that LGBT people
can share with the world?

Below, we examine five ways the legacy of Martin Luther King as it applies to the LGBT community.

1 “By The Content Of Their Character”

The 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom espoused the idea that all Americans were equal,
and were to be judged on their actions, not on immutable factors like race.

The LGBT community has expanded that belief to include sexual orientation and gender identity.

2. Bayard Rustin

The architect of the March on Washington, Rustin also pioneered the earliest Freedom Rides, refused to
give up his seat on a segregated bus more than a decade before Rosa Parks, and was the first supporter of a
young Martin Luther King Jr.

But as an out gay man, Rustin was often sidelined by the very movement he helped found: After a 1953
arrest for solicitation, Bayard wrote “sex must be sublimated if I am to live in this world longer.”

In 1963, Senator Strom Thurmond read his entire arrest report into the congressional record, in an unsuc-
cessful attempt to stop the March on Washington. In his later years, Rustin directed his energy into the nas-
cent gay-rights movement, declaring, “the new n***ers are gays.”

A year before he died, Rustin gave a speech at the University of Pennsylvania where he declared “we
cannot fight for the rights of gays unless we are ready to fight for a new mood in the United States. Unless
we are ready to fight for a radicalization of this society.”

In 2013, President Obama awarded Bayard Rustin a posthumous Medal Of Freedom. In 2015, Logo hon-
ored his legacy by announcing the Bayard Rustin Trailblazer Award, honoring unsung heroes of LGBT
equality.

3. Coretta Scott King

While MLK was assassinated before Stonewall, his widow, Coretta Scott King, was a staunch ally to the
LGBT community—and believed her husband would have been, too.

Before her death, Mrs. King spoke eloquently about the links between racism, homophobia, anti-
Semitism and other forms of hate, insisting they all “seek to dehumanize a large group of people, to deny
their humanity, their dignity and personhood.”

Speaking of her husband’s legacy at a gathering in 1998, Mrs. King said, “I still hear people say that I
should not be talking about the rights of lesbian and gay people and I should stick to the issue of racial jus-
tice. But I hasten to remind them that Martin Luther King Jr. said, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice
everywhere.”

4. Loving v. Virginia

A nation divided by the definition of marriage: It’s an issue the LGBT community still grapples with six
months after Obergefell v. Hodges, but in 1967, at the height of the movement MLK helped start, it was
Richard and Mildred Loving who ran afoul of Virginia’s anti-miscegenation laws. Their case went all the
way to the Supreme Court, where Chief Justice Earl Warren declared marriage was a basic civil right
“fundamental to our very existence and survival.”

Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 4

“To deny this fundamental freedom on so unsupportable a basis as the racial classifications embodied in
these statutes, classifications so directly subversive of the principle of equality at the heart of the Fourteenth
Amendment, is surely to deprive all the State’s citizens of liberty without due process of law.” Years later,
Mildred Loving spoke in support of same-sex marriage: “Government has no business imposing some peo-
ple’s religious beliefs over others. Especially if it denies people’s civil rights,” she declared. “I am proud that
Richard’s and my name is on a court case that can help reinforce the love, the commitment, the fairness and
the family that so many people, black or white, young or old, gay or straight, seek in life. I support the free-
dom to marry for all. That’s what Loving, and loving, are all about.”

Throughout the legal struggle for federal marriage equality, Loving v. Virginia was cited as a precedent in
lifting bans.

5. Separate But (Not) Equal

In the 1960s it was separate water fountains. Today it’s separate bathrooms and bakeries. The work of the
African-American civil rights movement created a cultural understanding that we as Americans cannot pick
and choose who we wish to deal with in the public sphere. And while some corners have a problem with
that, studies show that most Americans agree “religious freedoms” don’t trump civil liberties.

6. Barack Obama

President Obama has spoken often about the debt he and the entire nation owe to MLK. “In a world full
of poverty, he called for empathy; in the face of brutality, he placed his faith in non-violence,” he said in
2015.

“His teachings remind us we have a duty to fight against poverty, even if we are wealthy; to care about the
child in the decrepit school long after our own children have found success; and to show compassion toward
the immigrant family, knowing that we were strangers once, t0o.”

It no doubt informed the President’s evolution on LGBT rights, from a tentative supporter to a staunch
ally. In a 2012 Newsweek cover story, Andrew Sullivan declared Obama was America’s first “gay president”:
“I have always sensed that he intuitively understands gays and our predicament—because it so mirrors his
own,” wrote Sullivan. “And he knows how the love and sacrifice of marriage can heal, integrate, and rebuild
a soul. The point of the gay-rights movement, after all, is not about helping people be gay. It is about creating
the space for people to be themselves.”

Join us for our continuing First Friday Women’s Outreach pre-service. e A
Pour your favorite beverage to drink and make your favorite dinner dish to ; .8
eat while you participate in our gathering and usher in Shabbat with great '4 A V2
company and conversation. We meet in person at the EDCJCC or virtually ¥ - 4
via Zoom. Our gatherings are followed by our uplifting Erev Shabbat ¢ x & 3
services. We hope you will join us! All are welcome! V" =

If you have any questions, please email Paula at morrispa24@gmail.com.

*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and we welcome trans women, genderqueer
women, and non-binary people.



mailto:morrispa24@gmail.com
http://www.newnownext.com/anti-gay-bakery-breaks-crowdfunding-record-because-everything-is-terrible/07/2015/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/benjamin-knoll/americans-strongly-favor-_b_8263840.html
http://www.newnownext.com/while-you-were-weekending-obama-is-first-gay-president/05/2012/

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Kislev/Tevet 5785 / January 2025

Meet our new Board Members

Patrick DiBattista, our new Member-
ship Director, has been a member of

~ Bet Mishpachah for five years. He is

- married to Alfredo Gomez. He is a long
-time resident of the District of Colum-
bia and has deep ties to DC queer
community.
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Mark David Agrast, our new Pro-
gramming Director, is Vice President
of the World Justice Project (WJP).
He is the co-creator of the WJP Rule
of Law Index, which annually evalu-
ates countries' adherence to rule of
law principles. From 2014-2022, he
was Executive Director and Execu-
tive Vice President of the American
Society of International Law. He pre-
viously served as a Deputy Assistant
Attorney General in the U.S. Department of Justice and in
senior staff positions with the U.S. House of Representatives.
He also served as a senior vice president and senior fellow at
the Center for American Progress and practiced international
law with the Washington office of Jones Day.

Mark has served in numerous leadership capacities in the
American Bar Association, including as a member of its
Board of Governors and its Executive Committee. He is a
longtime member of the ABA House of Delegates, and has
served as chair of various ABA entities, including the Sec-
tion of Civil Rights and Social Justice, the Commission on
Immigration, and the Commission on Disability Rights. He
was honored by the ABA with the Robert F. Drinan Award,
for his leadership on individual rights, and the Stonewall
Award, for his contributions to LGBTQ+ civil rights.

Mark has served as a member of the Board of Governors
of the Washington Foreign Law Society and is a past co-
chair of the National LGBT Bar and co-founder of the LGBT
Congressional Staff Association. He currently serves on
board of the ABA's Rule of Law Initiative and on the Task
Force on Countering Antisemitism. He is a member of the
American Law Institute and a life fellow of the American
Bar Foundation. He also serves on the Washington D.C. Re-
gional Board of the Anti-Defamation League.

A native of Cleveland, Ohio, Mark graduated from Case
Western Reserve University. He pursued his postgraduate
studies as a Rhodes Scholar at the University of Oxford, and
received his J.D. from Yale Law School, where he was editor
in chief of the Yale Journal of International Law. He is a
member of the Supreme Court Bar and was admitted to prac-
tice in Ohio in 1986 and the District of Columbia in 1988.
He is a classically trained pianist, an avid reader and book
collector, and a student of T'ai Chi. He lives in Washington,
D.C., with his husband and their two border collies.

Book Group meets in January

The Bet Mishpachah Book Group will meet, on
Zoom, Sunday, January 12th, starting at 4:00
pm, to discuss The Wrong Kind of Jew: A Miz-
rahi Manifesto, by Hen Mazzig.

Mazzig's book is part mem- Hen Mazzig
oir and part manifesto. The
author, a young Israeli activ-
ist, who also is gay, notes
that as a Mizrahi Jew whose
parents were persecuted and
expelled from Tunisia and
Iraq, he and other Mizrahim
may not fit into what many
see as the secular, cultural
tenets of Judaism. He con-
tends that Mizrahim are “the
wrong kind of Jew” - not only unfamiliar but also
not meeting expectations of what being Jewish
looks like, sounds like, thinks like, or means.

His book is a call to acknowledge the collective
experience and social position of half of Israel's
population, namely, first- and second-generation
Israeli Jews from North Africa; Arabia; the Middle
East; and Western, Central, and South Asia. He
notes that many who oppose Jewish self-
determination distort and seek to delegitimize Jew-
ish memory, history, and identity by labelling Isra-
el a White, European, colonial, settler state. He
considers that assertion to be anti-Semitic, given
the long Jewish history of persecution and
“othering” in Europe that culminated in racist gen-
ocide. He observes that “there is nothing more in-
convenient to the political mobilization against
Israel than the discovery that the Jewish state actu-
ally is made up of a majority of Jews of color who
were refugees from murderous Arab regimes” and
argues that empowering the voices of Mizrahi
Jews will empower the entire Jewish people. At
heart, Mazzig wants humane solutions to problems
between Ashkenazim and Mizrahim, and between
Israelis and Palestinians. His philosophy is that
you cannot heal a broken relationship between two
parties by recognizing one and negating the other.

I\l'\\JlTLﬂ O

All Bet Mishpachah members are welcome to join
the discussion. To receive the Zoom link, please
email bookgroup@betmish.org.
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Bet Mishpachah Observes World AIDS Day 2024

Following our Shabbat service on December 6th, the congregation held a spe-
cial program in observance of World AIDS Day. The official commemoration,
which takes place annually on December 1st, was established in 1988 by the
UN Global Programme on HIV/AIDS, now known as UNAIDS, to raise aware-
ness of the AIDS pandemic.

During the service, Rabbi Jake read Alex Carter’s eloquent meditation, “After
the Plague Years,” from our siddur, Shavat Va-Yinafash, which evoked the feel-
ings and experiences of members of the congregation who lived through the
height of the epidemic in Washington.

The program was moderated by Program Committee member Mark Agrast,
who served during the 1990s in the office of Hon. Gerry Studds, the first openly
gay member of Congress and a leader on HIV/AIDS and LGBTQ+ issues.
Mark recalled the lack of effective treatments and care in those early years, the thousands who died while
President Reagan refused even to mention the disease, the marches and the vigils at the Capitol, and the dis-
play of the 2000 panels of the AIDS Quilt on the National Mall.

One of the most important LGBTQ+ service organizations, then, as now, was Whitman-Walker, which began
in 1973 as the Gay Men’s VD Clinic, housed in the basement of a Georgetown church. It has worked for 50
years (the same age as Bet Mishpachah) to provide affordable, inclusive, compassionate health care to mem-
bers of the LGBTQ+ community and beyond, and to advance health equity through evidence-based research.
As both a trusted local provider and a national model, Whitman-Walker remains on the front lines of the effort
to defeat HIV and other diseases, and to provide equal access to care.

Before turning to our guest speaker, Mark noted the recent passing of Cornelius Baker, a former director of
Whitman-Walker and an eloquent and effective advocate for people with HIV and AIDS with whom he had
worked during his years on Capitol Hill.

Mark then introduced our speaker, Benjamin Brooks, the Associate Director of Policy and Education at Whit-
man-Walker Health. Ben, who holds a law degree and a master’s degree in public health, works with research-
ers, providers, and patients to build health equity and bring quality healthcare to our community. He also
seeks to advance LGBTQ+ cultural competency by providing cultural competency training for healthcare pro-
viders.

In his wide-ranging remarks, Ben provided an overview of the state of the AIDS crisis and the prospects for
the future. He touched on a number of major topics, including vaccine research, prevention, and care; efforts
to ensure health equity for our diverse community; and the policy outlook as advocates prepare for the uncer-
tainties of a second Trump administration.

Ben’s thoughtful and cogent presentation was followed by our customary question period, after which the au-
dience expressed its appreciation to the speaker as we adjourned for the Oneg.

Virtual Havdala with Bet Mishpachah

Come end Shabbat with us on Saturday, February 1st, starting at 6:00 pm with Havda-
la led by Scott Reiter. We will light the candle, drink the wine, virtually feel the warmth
and say the blessings together. Then there will be an opportunity to schmooze and catch
up. Join us for this meaningful way to begin a new week.

The Zoom meeting number will be posted in our weekly electronic newsletter in January.
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January Birthdays

?
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January Anniversaries
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November donations
We appreciate the generosity of our
members and friends, and recognize them
for their support.

Operating Fund

Julie Botnick, in thanks to the community
Rod Ross, in memory of Edward Ross
Donald Jewler and Robert Hollis

Joel Woldman Memorial Oneg & Kiddush
Fund

Andi Kasarsky

Larry Neff

Mark Goldfarb & Allan Armus Memorial Fund
Devra Floyd

50th Anniversary Sponsors
Sheri Layton
Anna Kramer

High Holy Days
Evelyn Aronson

Mazal Tov to
Michael Hoffman on the birth of Theodore Howard
Hoffman, his nephew’s son.

Thank you to our January
Service Leaders
Friday, January 3: Louis Blank
Friday, January 10: TBD
Saturday, January 11: TBD
Friday, January 17: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, January 24: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, January 25: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, January 31: Mindy Gasthalter and Larry Neff
XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX

Thank You to Our December
Service Leaders
Friday, December 6: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, December 13: Larry Neff, Rabbi Ben Shalva
and Eryca Kasse (percussion)
Saturday, December 14:Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, December 20: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and
Louis Blank
Friday, December 27: Paula Morris
Saturday, December 28: Marc Bernstein and
Jeff Burka
XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX

Celebrate Your Joy

Friday, January 17th, will be our next "Simchat
Shabbat," a way in which our members can cele-
brate together. Let us know if you have cause to cel-
ebrate in the way of a birthday, anniversary, or other
special occasion and we will share in your joy each
month. A special blessing will be recited for all
those celebrating.

If you would like to help sponsor towards the en-
hanced Oneg for that Friday, please let us
know. Contact Mindy at mgasthalter@betmish.org.

SIMCHAT
SHABBAT

Special occasion? Yartzeit of a loved one? Just love being at Bet Mish services? No need to wait until our monthly
Simchat Shabbat. Contact Mindy at mgasthalter@gmail.com
All donations towards the Oneg Shabbat go to the
Joel and Murray Woldman Kiddush and Oneg Fund
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to:
Michael Hoffman, on the loss of his aunt, Edith "Weene" Lehman

Announced Friday & Saturday, December 27 & 28 (Yartzeits observed December 27- January 2;

26 Kislev- 2 Tevet)

Neil Lazan, Brother of Andrew Abrams

Bernard Myers, Member of Bet Mishpachah

Jason Zweigenbaum, Cousin of Douglas Auerbach
Sherwood Kahn, Father of Jeffrey Kahn

December 27
December 27
December 27
December 28

Elizabeth Nissenbaum, Grandmother of Beverly Nissenbaum December 28 (27 Kislev)

Norma Passy, Aunt of Barry Friedman

Alex Stern, Brother of Milton Stern

Harry Friedman, Grandfather of Barry Friedman
Helen Kropf, Mother of Barry Kropf

Goldie Neff, Mother of Larry Neff

Leah Bernstein, Grandmother of Marc Bernstein
Norma Garbus, Mother of Michael Garbus

Joe Lucero, Friend of David Fox

Shirley Esquith, Friend of Morris Umansky
Alan Roberts, Member of Bet Mishpachah
Lynne Foster, Sister of Alex Ford

David Lasky, Friend of Stuart Sotsky

December 28 (27 Kislev)
December 28 (27 Kislev)
December 29 (28 Kislev)
December 29 (28 Kislev)
December 29

December 30 (29 Kislev)
December 30

December 30

December 31

January 1

January 2

January 2 (2 Tevet)

Announced Friday, January 3 (Yartzeits observed January 3-9; 3-9 Tevet)

Elinor Carlton, Mother of Patricia Carlton
Leo Dickson, Uncle of Stuart Sotsky

Ruth Leabman, Aunt of Arthur Leabman
Marty Lisberger, Friend of Ruth Potts

Max Kaplan, Grandfather of Jocelyn Kaplan
Ida Eneman, Grandmother of Jeffrey Berns
Louise Burka, Grandmother of Jeffrey Burka
Charles Fortinsky, Father of James Fortinsky
Louis Kaplan, Grandfather of Ruth Potts

Euclid Tarabochia, Grandfather of Catherine Tarabochia

Darlene Wood, Friend of Devra Floyd
Paul Lev, Uncle of Larry Neff
Eva Weinshelbaun, Grandmother of Eryca Kasse

Jerry Davis, Member of Bet Mishpachah and Friend of Larry Neff

Morrie Green, Uncle of Thomas Sachs
William Most, Uncle of Morris Umansky

Announced Friday and Saturday, January 10 & 11 (Yartzeits observed January 10-16; 10-16 Tevet)

Bernard Garbus, Father of Michael Garbus

Daniel Kaplan, Uncle of Ruth Potts

Abraham Cohen, Grandfather of Marc Bernstein
Martha Francis, Aunt of Barbara Goldberg

George Nancollas, Grandfather of Rachel Nancollas
Isaac Potts, Grandfather of Ruth Potts

Joe Vostrizansky, Father of David Vostrizansky
Goldie Nissenbaum, Mother of Beverly Nissenbaum
Bernard Carb, Grandfather of Alan Carb

Miriam Kenner, Friend of Alex Carter

Jamel Brown, Cousin of LySandra Brady

Margaret Parks, Mother of Brian Parks

Jack Stoler, Father of Harvey Stoler

Asaya Most, Cousin of Morris Umansky

Edythe Pollack, Grandmother of Jeffrey Burka

January 3

January 3 (3 Tevet)
January 3 (3 Tevet)
January 4

January 5

January 6 (6 Tevet)
January 7 (7 Tevet)
January 7

January 7 (7 Tevet)

January 7

January 7

January 8

January 8 (8 Tevet)
January 9
January 9

January 9

January 10
January 10 (10 Tevet)
January 11 (11 Tevet)
January 11 (11 Tevet)
January 11
January 11 (11 Tevet)
January 11
January 12 (12 Tevet)
January 13
January 13
January 14
January 14
January 14 (14 Tevet)
January 15
January 16 (16 Tevet)
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Member yartzeits—continued

Announced Friday January 17 (Yartzeits observed January 17-23; 17-23 Tevet)

Gary Berns, Father of Jeffrey Berns January 17 (17 Tevet)
Jane Burka, Mother of Jeffrey Burka January 18 (18 Tevet)
Louis Elman, Grandfather of Diane Liff January 18

Harold Lax, Uncle of Stuart Sotsky January 18 (18 Tevet)
Fannie Becker Most, Grandmother of Morris Umansky January 19

ABilly Jones-Hennin, Partner of Susan Silber and Father of Avi Silber  January 19
Margot Lax, Aunt of Stuart Sotsky January 19 (19 Tevet)
Hannah Wandersman, Mother of Suzanne Wandersman January 20 (20 Tevet)
Norman Wofsy, Father of Noah Wofsy January 20

Lisa Greenstone, Cousin of Louis Blank January 21

Morris Cohen, Grandfather of Marlene Cohen January 22 (22 Tevet)
Anke Eggers, Wonderful Friend of Eva Freund and Elke Martin January 22
Constance Green, Aunt of Thomas Sachs January 22

Hortense Lash, "Like a Mother" of Devra Floyd January 22
Christopher Meyer, Friend of Alex Carter January 22

Philip Silber, Brother of Susan Silber January 22

Stefina Vostrizansky, Mother of David Vostrizansky January 22

Steven Allen, Cousin of Larry Neff January 23

Anne Kohn, Mother of Margy Kohn January 23

Ida Magid, Grandmother of Carl Spatz January 23 (23 Tevet)
Louis Zinnershine, Uncle of Scott Reiter January 23

Announced Friday and Saturday, January 24 & 25 (Yartzeits observed January 24-30; 24 Tevet — 1 Shevat)

Cynthia Gasthalter, Aunt of Mindy Gasthalter January 24

Martin Bennett, Father-in-law of Jeffrey Berns January 25 (25 Tevet)
Mabel Hatcher, Mother of Theodore Xakellis January 25

Eleanor Frishman, Mother of Bruce Frishman January 26

Miriam Gershon, Mother of Liat Novek January 26 (26 Tevet)
Henry Leish, Grandfather of Denise Leish January 26

Amelia Wilkinson, Mother and mother-in-law of Barbara Becker ~ January 26
Geoffrey Ford, Father of Alex Ford January 27

Lillian Woldman, Mother of Murray Woldman January 27 (27 Tevet)
Marcia Peltzman, Mother of Maxine Klane January 28 (28 Tevet)
Morris Friedman, Father of Barry Friedman January 29 (29 Tevet)
Rose Lev, Aunt of Larry Neff January 30
Announced Friday, January 31 (Yartzeits observed January 31- February 6; 2-8 Shevat)
Alyssa Kasse, Sister of Eryca Kasse January 31 (2 Shvat)
Rose Kushner, Grandmother of Eytan Apelberg January 31 (2 Shvat)
Robert Cole, Friend of Joel Berelson February 1

Lenard Mears, Member of Bet Mishpachah February 2

Davida Fortinsky, Mother of James Fortinsky February 3

Peter Gingrich, Friend of Larry Neff February 4

Walter Hamilton, Friend of Alex Carter February 4

Adeline Kaplan, Mother of Jocelyn Kaplan February 4

Louise Zanar, Member of Bet Mishpachah February 5

Eugene Kaplan, Father of Jocelyn Kaplan February 6
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Shabbat Services

Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our
website for details. The Zoom meeting number will be
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and
Beyond.”

Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of
every month at 10:00 am. Saturday morning services
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.betmish.org/oneg.

Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is
available by sending an email request

to sign(@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks
notice.

Any changes to our regular Shabbat service

schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our
weekly email.

To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date,
location, occasion and number of expected attendees
to executivedirector@betmish.org

Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations

Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:

* World Congress of LGBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah

* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington

* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater
Washington

* Network of Independent Jewish Communities

and Havurot

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff
Coordinator — Liat Novek

Design/Layout — Liat Novek

Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch,
Andrea Jennetta and Elke Martin

Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter

Donations

To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C.
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page
on our web site, www.betmish.org

Death Notices, Bereavement Services

If you are in need of bereavement services or to
announce a death in your family,

email bereavement(@betmish.org.

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter

Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah. The newsletter is
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles,
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of
the month prior to publication to
administrator@betmish.org.

Weekly Email Broadcast

The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast,
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner
organizations. To receive our weekly email newsletter,
send an email to administrator@betmish.org

Congregational Website

Be sure to check out our website

at www.betmish.org with information about our
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites
of interest.

Communications Policy. For questions about our
editorial or advertising policies, send an email
to secretary(@betmish.org

Membership

To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org
Reduced membership is available for new members,
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the
DC metro area.

Address, Phone, and Email Updates
Send your name and old and new information
to membershipdirector@betmish.org

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You

Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim —
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive
the information. Please email us

at BikurCholim@betmish.org.

Women’s Outreach Program

On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 pm

we pour our favorite beverage to go along with our own
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and
conversation. We continue to gather every month both in-
person and virtually. If you have any

questions contact religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and
welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-binary
people.
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DIRECTORY
RABBIS

Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin ... rabbi@betmish.org
Rabbi Bob Saks, EMEritus ..............cviiiiiiiiiiis i rabbibobs@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES

President: Deborah Hyman ...........ccccocon v president@betmish.org
Treasurer: Douglas Auerbach .............cccccoiiiin i treasurer@betmish.org
Secretary: Barbara Goldberg .......ccoooooiiiiiiiiiiies i, secretary@betmish.org
Communication Committee: .........oooeiiiiiiiies v, communications@betmish.org
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris ......... ...ccccciiiiienieeeniienn, religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
High Holy Days: Paula MOITIS .............uuuiiiiiiis evviiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiinnenns hhd@betmish.org
Liturgy Committee: Scott Reiter ...........ccccccet i liturgy@betmish.org
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris...... ....ccccccvviiiiiiiiinnnnns religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Choir: Whitney Babash............ccoooooiiies e, choir@betmish.org
Director of Membership: Mindy Gasthalter ....... .....cccccoviiiieiiiiniinnn, membershipdirector@betmish.org
Director of Operations: Barry Friedman............. .......................... operationsdirector@betmish.org
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator ..................euveeiiies evvviiiiiiiiiiieieeeeennnnnn. oneg@betmish.org
Hospitality Coordinator ..................eveveiiiiiiiiies i, hospitality@betmish.org
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator: Devra Floyd ................... sigh@betmish.org
Director of Programming: Joseph Pomper......... cccccccovvviiiiiiiiinnnnnn. programmingdirector@betmish.org
Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman ...........cc. cocuvvieeiniiiiiiiiiiiiinnnns bookgroup@betmish.org
Programming Committee: Joseph Pomper..... .....cccccvvvviiiiinnnnnnnnns programs@betmish.org
Director of Community Affairs: Alfredo Gomez .. .........ccccccvvvvviinnnnn. communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Director of Congregational Affairs: Jeffrey Kahn ..........ccccco congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger........................o bereavement@betmish.org
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Noah Wofsy . ........cccccciiiiininnnn. bikurcholim@betmish.org
Cemetery Committee: ROd ROSS ......cooovviiiiies e, cemetery@betmish.org
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ............cccccot i, education@betmish.org
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund ......... ....cccccciiiiiiiiniinnnnnns novachavura@betmish.org
Social Justice: James Radack....................eees ceceieieiiiienneeene.... . S0OCHAl-action@betmish.org
KeShet RiSING ......cooii e e executivedirector@betmish.org
Bnai ARGVa ..o executivedirector@betmish.org
STAFF
Executive Director: Joshua Maxey ..........cccccccer voviiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee, executivedirector@betmish.org

Congregational Administrator: Liat Novek.................................... administrator@betmish.org
BOOKKEEPET ... e bookkeeping@betmish.org



