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Greetings from our  
Executive Director 
By Joshua Maxey 
 
How exciting is it to begin 
this New Year together! At 
our December Annual 
meeting, I mentioned how 
far we have come to build 
our community both inter-
nally and externally. We 

were honored to be named the “Best LGBTQ+ Group” 
by the readers of the Washington Jewish Week, we 
increased our presence online and within the commu-
nity; and participated in important conversations 
around Israel and Jewish life.  
 
I am so excited that as we begin this new year, we will 
welcome several new Board of Directors members, 
filling all open Board seats. We are at an exciting time 
in the life of Bet Mishpachah. This year, we will begin 
to plan our 50th anniversary which will take place in 
2025. We have a committee formed that has already 
offered support and ideas on how to make our celebra-
tion (s) memorable. 

There are many opportunities to get involved and to 
engage with Bet Mishpachah, and we invite you to be 
a part of it. Maybe you would like to join one of our 
committees, or maybe you would like to celebrate 
your milestone by sponsoring a Friday night Oneg or 
Saturday Kiddush lunch. Perhaps you have a program-
matic idea that you would like to bring to Bet Mishpa-
chah. We cannot continue to build upon our success 
without the help and dedication of our volunteers and 
our entire membership. 

As we begin this new year, I invite us all to look at 
how we are connected. During these times, when we 
are seeing a rise in antisemitism, the need for commu-
nity is important. Bet Mishpachah is here to provide 
that community. No matter if you attend services each 
week or only once a year, know that all of us, clergy, 
staff, and Board are here for you, and only a phone 
call or an email away. May this new year be filled with 
many blessings and more opportunities for us to con-
nect. 

Friday, January 26th at 8:00 pm 

Mazal Tov to our  

Board of Directors! 
 
Board Installation Shabbat will be Friday,  
January 26th, during Erev Shabbat services, starting 
at 8:00 pm.  This is the Shabbat service where we 
acknowledge and thank the outgoing Board for their 
hard work and dedication, and welcome the new 
Board as they get ready to start their work on  
February 1, 2024.   
 
Please join us as we thank the outgoing Board and 
welcome the incoming board.   A special Oneg 
Shabbat, sponsored by the Past Presidents of Bet 
Mishpachah, will give you an opportunity to wel-
come each Board Member personally. 

 Please join us on  
Sunday, January 7th at 
11:00 am for a visit to the 
Baltimore Museum of Art 
to see the exhibit, Making 
Her Mark, A History of 
Women Artists in         
Europe, 1400 - 1800.   
 Following the museum 
visit, we will venture to the 
Paper Moon Diner for lunch.   
 Please note that this will be a self-guided tour as 
docent led tours are no longer available at this 
Museum.   
 Carpooling will be arranged.  If you plan to   
attend, you may purchase your ticket using this link  
https://checkout.artbma.org/SelectTime.aspx.  
Please email mgasthalter@gmail.com if you plan to 
attend or have questions. 

https://checkout.artbma.org/SelectTime.aspx
mailto:mgasthalter@gmail.com
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Like our Facebook page   
www.facebook.com/betmish 
Please join our Facebook community 
group. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
betmish. 
This is a private, monitored group 
where you can have conversations 
with other members.  

Installation of a New Board of Directors 

 
Blessed are You, Eternal  
G-d, Ruler of time and 
space, who sanctifies us, 
connects us with mitzvot, 
and teaches us to take re-
sponsibility for meeting the 
needs of our community. 
 
As you busy yourselves with our needs, we call upon G-d to bless each 
of you that you may be blessings to each of us.  May you be blessed 
with the joy and honor that come from this responsibility and from 
knowing that you have made such a positive difference for us. 
 
May G-d grant you clear vision, spirit, and courage to carry forward the 
life of our synagogue.  And may you always carry with you the bless-
ings, support, respect and gratitude of all you serve. 
 
May you be strengthened on your way.  May you bear the burden of 
leadership lightly, bringing honor to yourselves and to all who love and 
labor for this community. 
 
Chazak, chazak, v’nitchazek! 

 

From strength to strength, may we strengthen ourselves and each other! 
 
And let us say, Amen.  

 
Sh’vat Va-Yinafash, page 399 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregational Shabbat Dinner for  

Installation Shabbat  

Join us on Friday, January 26th for a congregational Shabbat dinner 
that will be held at 6:30 pm at the EDCJCC prior to services which start 

at 8:00 pm.  Tonight’s service will include recognition of the outgoing 
Board of Directors and welcoming the incoming Board of Directors.  
The cost of the dinner is $30/per member and $39/per non-member.  

Please RSVP to Mindy Gasthalter, mgasthalter@gmail.com, no later 
than January 19th to reserve your spot at our table and when you do, be 
sure to let her know if you have any dietary restrictions.   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=8vnzh97ab.0.0.pmbqt8bab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2Fbetmish.
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=8vnzh97ab.0.0.pmbqt8bab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2Fbetmish.
mailto:mgasthalter@gmail.com
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The Brazen Queerness of Tu B’shvat 
 

By Aviva Davis - January, 2022 

 
I’ve got to get something off my chest. Perhaps it’s a hot take. Per-
haps we’ve all been thinking it and no one has said anything, but 
it’s a new year and I’m not hiding it anymore. I have to say what’s 
on my mind. 
 

Tu B’Shvat is gay. 
 
Next to Purim, Tu B’Shvat is one of the gayest holidays we have in Judaism. Now, why is Purim gay? 

I’m glad you asked. There is nothing more gay than putting on a silly little outfit, doing some cosplay, drink-
ing till you don’t know who’s toxic and who’s not, and eating some damn good pastries.  

 
But I digress. In my book, Tu B’Shvat will always be gay. It is extremely queer to devote a whole day 

to honoring our beautiful trees and everything they have done for us, celebrating the fertility of nature, and 
eating some of the most yonic fruits on the planet. I see you, figs, olives, and peaches. Plus: every time I have 
celebrated Tu B’Shvat, I have been surrounded by my queer Jewish community. They are the reason I now feel 
such a strong connection to the holiday.  

 
I first celebrated Tu B’Shvat my first year in college at Brandeis. It was my first semester as a sister of 

SAEPi, the new Jewish sorority on campus. I decided to give Tu B’Shvat a try, if only to fulfill my Jewish    
Values requirement for the semester. I didn’t know much about the holiday, but my friends in the sorority 
seemed excited, so I tagged along.  

 
I should mention that I was blessed to join a sorority with a majority-queer sisterhood. Throughout my 

time at Brandeis, I was surrounded by my queer sisters, teaching and discussing using that lens. That Tu 
B’Shvat evening, my sisters showed me how, for many of them, their Jewish and queer identities are bonded. 
They were making jokes about the shapes of certain fruits and connecting to queer textual interpretations and 
Jewish conversations and practices. It seemed like they connected their queerness to every aspect of the Tu 
B’Shvat seder and discussion.  

 
Through SAEPi, I learned how many different queer interpretations of our sacred practices and texts 

are out there. I learned how to analyze and practice different holidays, Tu B’Shvat included, through a queer 
lens from my sisters.  

 
Just before COVID hit, I attended a Tu B’Shvat seder that one of my dear friends hosted. She had stud-

ied up on the structure of the Tu B’Shvat seder and was prepared with food, drink, reading materials, and even 
a giant roll-in white board for all of the visual learners in the crowd. It was even more impressive than most of 
the Pesach sederim I’ve been to. Once again, the crowd was majority queer. 

 
I remember feeling warm. I had found my people, even though some of the folks at the table were 

complete strangers to me. That’s the beauty of queer joy: when I see it in others, I begin to feel it in myself. 
Queer joy fosters a closeness with others that is unique and beautiful. Being in the presence of queer joy made 
me feel more confident in my queerness. It was one of those evenings where you’re almost sad you’re having 
such a good time because you know, at some point, it has to end.  

 
I am forever grateful for my queer Jewish community for teaching me that even when I think my Juda-

ism has gotten as gay as possible, there is always room for improvement, that my identities are sacred and in-
extricably tied, that every Jewish thing I do is, by definition, at least a little bit gay. Thanks to their inspiration, 
I vowed to hold my own Tu B’Shvat seder when I felt ready, and to make it as queer as possible. This year, 
with the rise of the Omicron variant, it might not be possible, but someday it will be. I will find that joy again 
and I will share it with the ones I love. We deserve it. 

https://www.heyalma.com/author/michele-kirichanskaya/
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November donations 
We appreciate the generosity of our members 

and friends, and recognize them for their  
support.  

 
Operating Fund 
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Berna Sherman 
Joseph Pomper, in memory of his father and  
 maternal grandmother 
 

Joel Woldman Memorial Oneg and Kiddush 
Fund 
Deb Hyman and Paula Morris, in honor of  
 Kasey Bigsby’s and Evan Zukerman’s  
 third anniversary 
 
Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund 
Devra Floyd 
Rod Ross in memory of Allan Armus 
Al Munzer and Joel Wind, in memory of Allan Armus 
Linda and Joseph Glazier, in memory of Allan Armus 

New Classes with Rabbi Jake 
 
Rabbi Jake will be teaching a wonderful variety of class topics this 
winter and spring.  These classes are free-standing events.  Join us for 
one or all. 
 
Let’s talk about Israel - Wednesday January 17th, at 7:30 pm on 
Zoom. 
Since the attack on Israel on October 7th, Israel and the Palestinian 
territories have been weighing on our hearts and topics of countless 
conversations.  Often, these conversations are difficult to have.  We’ll unpack some of the facts as we know 
them about this ongoing conflict as well as uncover ways we can have productive and respectful conversa-
tions with others. 
 
The Life and Death of Rabbi Akiva - Saturday February 24th, following services, at 12:30 pm, in per-
son and on Zoom. 
Maybe you’ve heard his name, but you don’t know much about who he was.  One of the great sages of the 
Mishna lived a fascinating life and died at the hands of the Roman Empire.  We’ll learn how Rabbi Akiva 
began his study of Torah at the age of 40, discover how he rose to prominence in his time, and study the tales 
of his tragic end.  His teachings endure and continue to instruct us, so let’s find out who he was.  
 
Creating a Values-Based Jewish Food Ethic - Saturday, April 13th, following services, at 12:30 pm, in 
person and on Zoom. 
It comes as no surprise that Jews care a lot about food, and that our tradition has a lot to say about what we 
eat and when.  From Biblical times, our religion has sought to further our connection to the Holy One by in-
structing us regarding eating and drinking - things we do several times a day.  Beyond the question of Kash-
rut, what would it look like to eat and drink in holy ways that helped us live our values?  We’ll explore ideas 
of buying, cooking, and eating according to the virtues we espouse, and discuss how we might better live ac-
cording to our ideals. 
 
Queer Jewish Theology - Wednesday, May 22nd, at 7:30 pm on Zoom. 
We’ll join as a group to learn from some contemporary Queer Jewish thinkers.  We’ll learn what they have to 
teach about ways in which their queerness influences their readings of Jewish text and their conceptions of 
the Holy One and how that being/force relates to our world and to us.  We’ll even examine excerpts from our 
very own siddur and machzor to better understand how an LGBTQ+ congregation can express identity and 
understanding of God in prayer. 
 
Classes are always free for members of Bet Mishpachah.  There is a suggested donation of $10 for nonmem-
bers which may be made on our website. 
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     Thank You to Our December  
Service Leaders  

Friday, December 1:  Louis Blank and  
 Mindy Gasthalter 
Friday, December 8: Rabbi Ben Shalva with  
 Eryca Kasse on percussion  
Saturday, December 9: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, December 15:  Mindy Gasthalter and  
 Jeff Burka 
Friday, December 22: Larry Neff  
Saturday, December 23:  Rabbi Jake  
 Singer-Beilin 
Friday, December 29:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
 

Thank you to our January  
Service Leaders  

Friday, January 5: Vinny Prell 
Friday, January 12:  James Radack and  
 Robyn Helzner  
Saturday, January 13: TBD 
Friday, January 19: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, January 26: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Saturday, January 27: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
 

January Anniversaries 
 

Mark David Agrast and David M Hollis  
Davi LaBarre and Janet Szabo 

Edward Comer and Alex Oporto 
Laurie Schneider and Margie Ripalda 

January Birthdays 
 

Barbara Becker 
Zoe Cohn 

Steven Frank 
Mary Hubbard 

Ronni Karambelas 
Eryca Kasse 
Justine Stiftel 

Kimberley Victorian 

Celebrate Your Joy 

Friday, January 19th will be our next "Simchat 
Shabbat," a way in which our members can celebrate 
together.  Let us know if you have cause to celebrate 
in the way of a birthday, anniversary, or other spe-
cial occasion and we will share in your joy each 
month.  
 
A special blessing will be recited for all those  
celebrating.  
 
If you would like to help sponsor towards the en-
hanced Oneg for that Friday, please let us 
know.  Contact Liat at administrator@betmish.org.  

Trees, Energy Efficiency  
and Climate 

Friday, January 19th at 8:00 pm 
 

As part of celebrating Tu B’Shvat, 
the “New Year of the Trees,” 

Mary Hubbard will talk about the 
role each of us can play with re-
gard to energy efficiency, our 

homes and climate change. After almost two dec-
ades of working in energy, buildings and infra-

structure, she will share her insights about being a 
part of implementing the Inflation Reduction Act, 
a once-in-a-generation shift in American energy 

policy, programs and funding. 
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to: 

 

Member Yartzeits  
 
Announced Friday, December 29 (Yartzeits observed December 29 – January 4;  17-21 Tevet) 
Sherwood Kahn, Father of Jeffrey Kahn     December 28  
Edythe Pollack, Grandmother of Jeffrey Burka   December 28 (16 Tevet) 
Gary Berns, Father of Jeffrey Berns      December 29 (17 Tevet) 
Goldie Neff, Mother of Larry Neff      December 29  
Jane Burka, Mother of Jeffrey Burka      December 30 (18 Tevet) 
Harold Lax, Uncle of Stuart Sotsky      December 30 (18 Tevet) 
Joe  Lucero, Friend of David Fox       December 30  
Shirley Esquith, Friend of Morris Umansky    December 31  
Margot Lax, Aunt of Stuart Sotsky      December 31 (19 Tevet) 
Alan Roberts, Member of Bet Mishpachah    January 1  
Hannah Wandersman, Mother of Suzanne Wandersman     January 1 (20 Tevet) 
Lynne Foster, Sister of Alex Ford      January 2  
Elinor Carlton, Mother of Patricia Carlton    January 3  
Morris Cohen, Grandfather of Marlene Cohen   January 3 (22 Tevet) 
Marty Lisberger, Friend of Ruth Potts     January 4  
Ida Magid, Grandmother of Carl Spatz     January 4 (23 Tevet) 
 
Announced Friday, January 5 (Yartzeits observed January 5-11; 24 Tevet – 1 Sh’vat) 
Max Kaplan, Grandfather of Jocelyn Kaplan    January 5    
Martin Bennett, Father-in-law of Jeffrey Berns   January 6 (25 Tevet) 
Charles Fortinsky, Father of James Fortinsky   January 7    
Norma Garbus, Mother of Michael Garbus    January 7 (26 Tevet) 
Miriam Gershon, Mother of Liat Novek     January 7 (26 Tevet) 
Euclid Tarabochia, Grandfather of Catherine Tarabochia January 7    
Darlene Wood, Friend of Devra Floyd     January 7    
Paul Lev, Uncle of Larry Neff       January 8    
Lillian Woldman, Mother of Murray Woldman   January 8 (27 Tevet) 
Jerry Davis, Friend of Larry Neff and Member of Bet Mishpachah  January 9    
Morrie Green, Uncle of Thomas Sachs     January 9    
William Most, Uncle of Morris Umansky    January 9    
Marcia Peltzman, Mother of Maxine Klane    January 9 (28 Tevet) 
Morris Friedman, Father of Barry Friedman    January 10 (29 Tevet) 
George Nancollas, Grandfather of Rachel Nancollas  January 11    
Joe Vostrizansky, Father of David Vostrizansky   January 11    
 
Announced Friday & Saturday, January 12 & 13 (Yartzeits observed January 12-18; 2-8 Sh’vat) 
Alyssa Kasse, Sister of Eryca Kasse      January 12 (2 Shvat) 
Rose Kushner, Grandmother of Eytan Apelberg   January 12 (2 Shvat) 
Bernard Carb, Grandfather of Alan Carb     January 13    
Bernard Garbus, Father of Michael Garbus    January 13 (3 Shvat) 
Miriam Kenner, Friend of Alex Carter     January 13    
Jamel Brown, Cousin of LySandra Brady    January 14    
Margaret Parks, Mother of Brian Parks     January 14    
Asaya Most, Cousin of Morris Umansky     January 15    
Louis Elman, Grandfather of Diane Liff     January 18    
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Member yartzeits—continued 
 

Announced Friday, January 19 (Yartzeits observed January 19-25; 9-15 Sh’vat) 
Fannie Becker Most, Grandmother of Morris Umansky  January 19    
Anne Ross, Mother of Rodney Ross       January 19 (9 Shvat) 
Selma Sandofsky, Sister of Sandor Bernstein    January 19 (9 Shvat) 
Norman Wofsy, Father of Noah Wofsy      January 20    
Fred Barron, Friend of Ruth Potts       January 21 (11 Shvat) 
Lisa Greenstone, Cousin of Louis Blank      January 21    
Sandra Kaplan, Mother of Daniel Kaplan     January 21 (11 Shvat) 
Anke Eggers, wonderful Friend of Eva Freund & Elke Martin January 22    
Sarah Friedman, Grandmother of Barry Friedman   January 22 (12 Shvat) 
Constance Green, Aunt of Thomas Sachs     January 22    
Ruth Hochberg, Grandmother of Marlene Cohen   January 22 (12 Shvat) 
Hortense Lash, "like a Mother" of Devra Floyd    January 22    
Christopher Meyer, Friend of Alex Carter     January 22    
Philip Silber, Brother of Susan Silber       January 22    
Stefina Vostrizansky, Mother of David Vostrizansky  January 22    
Steven Allen, Cousin of Larry Neff       January 23    
Anne Kohn, Mother of Margy Kohn       January 23    
Louis Zinnershine, Uncle of Scott Reiter      January 23    
Cynthia Gasthalter, Aunt of Mindy Gasthalter    January 24    
Albert Potts, Uncle of Ruth Potts        January 24 (14 Shvat) 
Harvey Wander, Father of Elyse Wander      January 24 (14 Shvat) 
Scott Greenfield, Cousin of Eryca Kasse      January 25 (15 Shvat) 
Mabel Hatcher, Mother of Theodore Xakellis    January 25    
 
Announced Friday & Saturday, January 26 & 27 (Yartzeits observed January 26-February 1; 16-22 Sh’vat) 
Eleanor Frishman, Mother of Bruce Frishman    January 26    
Henry Leish, Grandfather of Denise Leish     January 26    
Amelia Wilkinson, Mother and mother-in-law of Barbara Becker and Jutta Brettschneider  January 26    
Geoffrey Ford, Father of Alex Ford       January 27    
Sidney Kaplan, Father of Daniel Kaplan      January 27 (17 Shvat) 
Eva and Leah Munzer, Sisters of Al Munzer     January 27 (17 Shvat) 
Rose Lev, Aunt of Larry Neff         January 30    
Marian Sotsky, Aunt of Stuart Sotsky      January 30 (20 Shvat) 
Joseph Budaszewitz, Father of Philip Budashewitz   January 31 (21 Shvat) 
Rose Gordon, Aunt of Warren Snaider      January 31 (21 Shvat) 
Robert Cole, Friend of Joel Berelson       February 1     
Esther Kahn, Aunt of Beverly Nissenbaum     February 1 (22 Shvat) 
Anne Lehman, Aunt of Michael Hoffman     February 1  (22 Shvat) 
,       
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Shabbat Services  
Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services 
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay 
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our 
website for details.  The Zoom meeting number will be 
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and 
Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services 
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion 
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor 
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.betmish.org/oneg. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our 
weekly email. 
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
location, occasion and number of expected attendees 
to administrator@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of LGBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch 
and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 
 
Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to 
announce a death in your family, 
email bereavement@betmish.org. 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah.  The newsletter is 
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles, 
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of 
the month prior to publication to 
administrator@betmish.org. 
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, 
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well 
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email newsletter, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website 
at www.betmish.org with information about our 
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our 
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites 
of interest. 
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our 
editorial or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for new members, 
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the 
DC metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to membershipdirector@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — 
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim 
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is 
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive 
the information. Please email us 
at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 
Women’s Outreach Program 
On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 we pour 
our favorite beverage to go along with our own 
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and 
conversation. We continue to gather virtually every week 
and may try an in-person option soon. If you have any 
questions contact programmingdirector@betmish.org  
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.          
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and 
we welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-
binary people.  

mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ..................................  ..............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  ..............................  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Mitchell Haymes  .............................  ..............................  president@betmish.org  
 
Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  .........................  ..............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Whitney Babash  .............................  ..............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:   .........................  ..............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris .........  ..............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

High Holy Days: Paula Morris  ........................  ..............................  hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter  ....................  ..............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris ......   .............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
Choir (Tach’shitim): Whitney Babash ..............  ..............................  choir@betmish.org 
 

Director of Membership:  Deb Hyman................  ..............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
 
Director of Operations: Kasey Bigsby ................ …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator  ............................  ..............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Coordinator  ..................................  ..............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd ...................  sign@betmish.org  

 
Director of Programming ...................................  ..............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  ..............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ....................  ..............................  education@betmish.org  
Programming Committee: Joseph Pomper .....  ..............................  programs@betmish.org 

 
Director of Community Affairs: Brian Parks ........  ..............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Bruce Horowitz  ..........................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger……………………….. ..  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Barbara Lewis  ............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee:  Rod Ross ...................  ..............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  .........  ..............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: James Radack ........................ ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  
Keshet Rising .................................................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
B’nai Ahava ....................................................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 

 
STAFF 

Executive Director:  Joshua Maxey ...................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. .............  administrator@betmish.org 
Bookkeeper .......................................................  ..............................  bookkeeping@betmish.org 
 


