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community, as well as our members. For example, we

are considering reviving our Purim spiel. We are also
. M( ol investigating showing a series of Jewish centered docu-
mentaries and bringing in speakers of interest. If there

is anything you would like to see or ideas for other pro-
gramming we can provide, please reach out to me at
By Mitchell Haymes my email address above and to Joshua Maxey at

and we will refer your sug-

At the annual meeting, Joshua Maxey, Brian Parks gestion to the appropriate committee chairperson.

and I spoke to how we are doing with Bet Mishpa-
chah’s strategic plan. This plan has five elements:
membership engagement; hospitality; financial re-
source development; community involvement; and
leadership. We have made progress on the first four.
We have, however, made no headway in elevating
members toward leadership positions in the syna-
gogue. When the new board’s new term begins on
February 1, 2023, we will have only seven of the
nine board members called for by our bylaws. The
principal problem this presents arises because the
bylaws require that six board members be present at .
a meeting for there to be a quorum to conduct busi- BOCI rd | nsta | I ClﬁO n S h a b b(]f
ness. That is, if two board members cannot make the
meeting we will not be able to take any action on
behalf of the synagogue. As this situation is untena-
ble, if the board agrees, you can expect that a special
meeting of the membership will be called in order to
amend the bylaws so that there will be a quorum if a
majority of the directors serving are present. While I
want to present updated bylaws and policies to be

voted on by the membership at next year’s annual Board Installation Shabbat will be Friday, January 27th,
meeting, until then we will have two board positions | | quring Erev Shabbat services, starting at 8:00 pm. This
vacant, namely, the Director of Programming and is the Shabbat service where we acknowledge and

the Director of Operations. If you are interested in thank the outgoing board for their hard work and dedi-
learning more about these positions with an eye to- | | cation, and welcome the new board as they get ready to
ward stepping into one of them, by all means contact | | s¢art their work on February 1, 2023. We are so fortu-
me at nate to have the current members of our Board of
Directors continuing, with Paula Morris changing roles
as our new Religious Affairs Director.

We appreciate any way in which you can participate in
enhancing the value of Bet Mishpachah to our mem-
bership and to LGBTQ+ Jews across the DC metropol-
itan area.

\\\

o\ //al/\Ka\\,

Y354
/ (/=
AL

Another subject on which we need member input is
programming. With reference to our strategic plan,

programming involves both membership engage- Please join us as we thank the outgoing board and wel-
ment and community involvement. While we have come the incoming board. A special Oneg Shabbat,
the Rabbi’s classes and joint services with other con- | | sponsored by the Past Presidents of Bet Mishpachah,
gregations, we are looking for additional program- will give you an opportunity to welcome each Board

ming to enhance the spiritual and cultural life of the | [Member personally.

Washington DC’s Egalitarian Synagogue Embracing a Diversity of Sexual and Gender Identities
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For GeLiBTe *Jews, Their Families and Friends gontints:
age 1:
. . Words from our President
As we stand in the presence of G-d, we give thanks that we are able to Installation Shabbat
celebrate our sexuality and our heritage. _
Give us the strength, O G-d, to be true to ourselves and others as Page 2: .
. . oy . Words from our Siddur
GeLiBTE Jews, their families and friends. Movie Review: "Reckonings”
May we never suffer for who we are, and may we always be able to live
honestly, openly, and at peace with ourselves and the world about us. Page 3: ,
MLK’s Legacy to the LGBTQ community
We give thanks also for the abounding love of friends that comes to us Page 4:
through this congregational family and from so many other sources. New Classes with Rabbi Singer-Beilin
Help us, O G-d, to be open to the warmth and affection of these friend- Movie Review: "Reckonings” (cont'd)
ships and to return to them understanding, compassion, and love. Page 5:
January Birthdays & Anniversaries
Grant each of us the ability to reach out to a special friend and to share Thank You to our December & January
. - 1 Service Leaders
with that person a sense of fulfillment and an abiding love. Donations
Eternal G-d, may You grant harmony in our lives, even as You ordain Sponsor an Oneg Shabbat or Kiddush
harmony in the universe. Amen Pages 6 & 7:
Member Yartzeits
Jerry Goldberg Page 8
, v age 8:
Sh’vat Va-Yinafash, page 105 Abcut s
* Yiddish word meaning “beloved” that can also be formed as an acronym of Gay, Les- P_age 9:
bian, Bisexual, and Trans. Directory
Film Review—"Reckonings” By Mark Agrast

On Saturday, December 17th, my husband and I attended the Bet
Mishpachah Havdala service and film screening at the EDCJCC. The
film, “Reckonings — The First Reparations,” tells the story of the secret
negotiations between the postwar West German government and world
Jewish leaders to provide reparations to survivors of the Holocaust.

Through archival footage and reenactments, this remarkable documentary
depicts the high-level discussions between West German officials, led by
Konrad Adenauer, the first Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany, and Jewish leaders from Israel and the
Diaspora, led by the founder of the World Jewish Congress, Nahum Goldmann, and Israeli Foreign Minister
Moshe Sharett.

The film also includes interviews with survivors, witnesses, German and Israeli officials, and Holocaust scholars,
including Israeli President Isaac Herzog, the former President of the Bundestag, Wolfgang Schéuble, and my friend
Benjamin Ferencz, who, at 103, is the last surviving Nuremberg prosecutor.

The story begins with Adenauer’s historic address to the Bundestag in 1951, acknowledging that “unspeakable
crimes were perpetrated in the name of the German people which impose upon them the obligation to make moral
and material amends” and expressing the readiness of the Federal Republic to undertake negotiations with repre-
sentatives of the State of Israel and world Jewry regarding restitution. In response to the Chancellor’s address, rep-
resentatives of 23 international Jewish organizations convened a Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against
Germany (the Claims Conference).

The prospect of negotiations ignited a fierce debate within Israel about whether to accept “blood money” from Ger-
many, and it was agreed at the outset that no amount of money “can make good the destruction of human life and
cultural values.” The goal of reparations was, rather, to provide material compensation for stolen property and
lost livelihoods.

Continued on page 4
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What is MLK Jr’s Legacy to the LGBTQ community? _
"Injustice Anywhere is a Threat to
Justice Everywhere"

With racial injustice and LGBTQ rights making headlines
daily, Martin Luther King Jr. Day has taken on a special
significance in recent years. What are the links between
these two communities? What are the lessons of the civil-
rights movement that LGBTQ people can share with the
world?

Below, we examine ways in which the legacy of Martin
Luther King applies to the LGBTQ community.

“BY THE CONTENT OF THEIR CHARACTER?”
The 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom espoused the idea that all Americans were equal,
and were to be judged on their actions, not on immutable factors like race. The LGBT community has
expanded that belief to include sexual orientation and gender identity.

BAYARD RUSTIN
The architect of the March on Washington, Rustin also pioneered the earliest Freedom Rides, refused to
give up his seat on a segregated bus more than a decade before Rosa Parks, and was the first supporter of
a young Martin Luther King Jr. But as an out gay man, Rustin was often sidelined by the very movement
he helped found: After a 1953 arrest for solicitation, Bayard wrote “sex must be sublimated if I am to
live in this world longer.” In 1963, Senator Strom Thurmond read his entire arrest report into the con-
gressional record, in an unsuccessful attempt to stop the March on Washington.

In his later years, Rustin directed his energy into the nascent gay-rights movement, declaring, “the new
n***ers are gays.” A year before he died, Rustin gave a speech at the University of Pennsylvania where
he declared “we cannot fight for the rights of gays unless we are ready to fight for a new mood in the
United States. Unless we are ready to fight for a radicalization of this society.” In 2013, President
Obama awarded Bayard Rustin a posthumous Medal Of Freedom. In 2015, Logo honored his legacy by
announcing the Bayard Rustin Trailblazer Award, honoring unsung heroes of LGBT equality.

CORETTA SCOTT KING
While MLK was assassinated before Stonewall, his widow, Coretta Scott King, was a staunch ally to the
LGBT community—and believed her husband would have been, too.

Before her death, Mrs. King spoke eloquently about the links between racism, homophobia, anti-
Semitism and other forms of hate, insisting they all “seek to dehumanize a large group of people, to deny
their humanity, their dignity and personhood.”

Speaking of her husband’s legacy at a gathering in 1998, Mrs. King said, “I still hear people say that I
should not be talking about the rights of lesbian and gay people and I should stick to the issue of racial
justice. But I hasten to remind them that Martin Luther King Jr. said, *Injustice anywhere is a threat to
justice everywhere.” ”

SEPARATE BUT (NOT) EQUAL IN THE 1960S IT WAS SEPARATE WATER
FOUNTAINS. TODAY IT’S SEPARATE BATHROOMS AND BAKERIES.
The work of the African-American civil rights movement created a cultural understanding that we as
Americans cannot pick and choose who we wish to deal with in the public sphere. And while some cor-
ners have a problem with that, studies show that most Americans agree “religious freedoms” don’t trump
civil liberties.

By Dan Avery, Published by LOGO, 2018



http://www.newnownext.com/march-on-washington-anniversary-draws-obama-voices-from-lgbt-community/08/2013/
http://www.newnownext.com/logo-honors-civil-rights-leader-bayard-rustin-at-2015-trailblazer-honors/06/2015/
http://www.newnownext.com/logo-honors-civil-rights-leader-bayard-rustin-at-2015-trailblazer-honors/06/2015/
http://www.newnownext.com/anti-gay-bakery-breaks-crowdfunding-record-because-everything-is-terrible/07/2015/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/benjamin-knoll/americans-strongly-favor-_b_8263840.html
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Rabbi Jake’s Winter and Spring Classes

Rabbi Jake will be teaching a wonderful variety of
class topics this winter and spring. These classes are
free-standing events. Join us for one or all. The
Saturday classes will be held following Shabbat
morning services both in-person at the Edlavitch
D.C. Jewish Community Center. The Wednesday
classes will be held virtually only.

The Structure and Meaning of the Erev Shabbat
Service - Saturday, January 28, 2023, at 12:30 pm.
This will be an introduction to the prayers that make
up our Shabbat evening service, the flow and
message that they connote, and the reasons behind it
all. When we join together to pray on Erev Shabbat,
what are we trying to accomplish and how does our
liturgy help us achieve those goals? From the
Psalms of Kabbalat Shabbat that help us receive our
day of rest to the blessings we add to make the night
even more holy and joyous, this service serves as an
upbeat welcome to Shabbat.

An Introduction to Jewish Mystical Thought -
Kabbalah 101 - Wednesday, February 8, 2023,

at 7:30 pm.

Jewish mysticism is mysterious to many. We know
it exists, but what is it? Kabbalah attempts to better
understand the essence of God and how we as
humans can relate to Ein Sof - the One who is
without end. We’ll examine some of these core
ideas and the ways in which they play a role in
contemporary Jewish life.

A Deep Dive into the Haggada - Saturday,

March 25, 2023, at 12:30 pm.

Haggada literally translates to “telling.” This text
helps us tell the story of our own liberation at the
Pesach Seder. However, it isn’t just the story as it
appears in the book of Exodus. There is an order to
the telling and to the meal, with songs, rabbinic tales,
and instructions for eating. Let’s take a look at why
our Seder looks the way it does, and uncover the
greater lessons that the Haggada tries to teach us
each year.

Elisha ben Abuya - The Story of An
Excommunicated Rabbi - Wednesday, April 19,
2023, at 7:30 pm.

There is a rabbi in Talmudic literature known as
“Acher/The Other.” Elisha ben Abuya was shunned
by his community, but why? How did the exiled
rabbi come to be an outcast, and how do we draw
boundaries for Jewish communities today? His story

inspired the wonderful book, As a Driven Leaf and can
teach us something as well.

The Zoom invitations will appear closer to their dates
in the weekly newsletter, “This Week and Beyond,”
and on our Facebook page

. Classes are always free for members of Bet
Mishpachah. There is a suggested donation of $10 for
nonmembers which may be made on our website.

Movie Review Continued from page 2

The negotiations culminated in the signing of the Lux-
embourg Agreements of 1952, committing West Germa-
ny to provide an initial DM 3 billion in goods and ser-
vices to Israel — critical support for the struggling econo-
my of the young nation as it sought to provide for the
resettlement of Holocaust survivors. In addition, the Fed-
eral Republic agreed to provide the Claims Conference
with DM 450 million for direct compensation to survi-
vors living outside Israel for the relief and resettlement
of survivors living outside Israel.

Subsequent negotiations resulted in a series of further
agreements between the German Government and the
Claims Conference. In all, since 1952, the German gov-
ernment has paid more than $90 billion in indemnifica-
tion. In 2021 alone, the Claims Conference distributed
over $658 million in direct compensation to 260,000 sur-
vivors in 83 countries, and $720 million in grants to so-
cial service agencies that provide home care and other
services for survivors. In September of this year, Germa-
ny agreed to pay another $1.2 billion to help cover health
care costs for aged survivors.

The Holocaust reparations program has helped establish
a basis under international law for other efforts to pro-
vide redress for atrocity crimes and crimes against hu-
manity, including the ongoing discussions around repa-
rations for enslavement.

Thanks to Joshua Maxey for organizing this special
screening. If you were unable to attend, I encourage you
to look for another opportunity to see this powerful and
moving film.
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January Birthdays
Barbara Becker
Steven Frank
Mary Hubbard
Ronni Karambelas
Eryca Kasse
Kimberly V
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January Anniversaries
Mark David Agrast and David M Hollis
Davi LaBarre and Janet Szabo
Edward Comer and Alex Oporto

Gena Schoen and Rik Edwards
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November Donations
We appreciate the generosity of our members and
friends, and recognize them for their support.

(500

Thank You to Our December
Service Leaders
Friday, December 2: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and
Paula Morris
Friday, December 9: Vinny Prell and
Robyn Helzner
Saturday, December 10: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, December 16: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, December 23: Louis Blank
Saturday, December 24: Alex Carter and
Ruth Potts
Friday, December 30: Allan Armus
XX XX XX X0X XX X0X XX X0X XX X0X XX X0X XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX X% XX KX XX

Operating Fund
Barbara Lewis
Charles Stewart
Hal Morgenstern
Andrea Jennetta
Mark David Agrast, in memory of Charlotte Agrast
Joel Berelson, in memory of Joyce Retchin Rogers
Evalyn Blane, in memory of Joyce Retchin Rogers
Ruth Eisenberg and Leti Gomez, in memory of
Joyce Retchin Rogers

Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of

Joyce Retchin Rogers
Jocelyn Kaplan, in memory of Joyce Retchin Rogers
Diane Liff and Georgia Kohn, in memory of

Joyce Retchin Rogers
Diane Liff and Georgia Korn, in memory of Ben Liff
Rod Ross, in memory of Edward Ross

Mark Goldfarb Memorial Accessibility Fund

Devra Floyd

David Fox and Robert Margrave, in memory of
Joyce Retchin Rogers

Rod Ross, in honor of Allan Armus

Woldman Oneg and Kiddush Fund
Louis Blank

Thank you to our January
Service Leaders
Friday, January 6: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, January 13: Rachel Wolkowitz and
Rabbi Ben Shalva
Saturday, January 14: TBD
Friday, January 20: Louis Blank
Friday, January 27: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, January 28: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
X X0X XX X0X XX 10X XX X0 XX X0X XX X0X X X0 XX X0X X XX XX XX XX XX XX XX %X

Sponsor an Oneg Shabbat or Kiddush!

With more people attending in-person services, we
want to commemorate meaningful events in your
life. We love to share celebrations, mile-

stones, yartzeits or other life cycle events with our
community. Your name and sponsorship will be
announced at Shabbat services. If you would like to
sponsor an Erev Shabbat Oneg or Shabbat Morn-
ing Kiddush lunch, please use the link below. If
you have a date beyond the sign up window, please
contact our administrator. Looking forward to be-
ing with you and being a part of your simcha or

milestone. E'

W %3

https://
WWW.slgnupgenius.com/
20/805094bafac28a3fcl-

erevl
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Member Yartzeits

Announced Friday, December 30 (Yartzeits observed December 30 - January 5; 6 — 12 Tevet)

Ida Eneman, Grandmother of Jeffrey Berns December 30 (6 Tevet)
Louise Burka, Grandmother of Jeffrey Burka December 31 (7 Tevet)
Shirley Esquith, Friend of Morris Umansky December 31

Louis Kaplan, Grandfather of Ruth Potts December 31 (7 Tevet)
Eva Weinshelbaun, Grandmother of Eryca Kasse January 1 (8 Tevet)
Lynne Foster, Sister of Alex Ford January 2

Elinor Carlton, Mother of Patricia Carlton January 3

Daniel Kaplan, Uncle of Ruth Potts January 3 (10 Tevet)
Abraham Cohen, Father of Florene Bernstein and Grandfather of Marc Bernstein January 4 (11 Tevet)
Martha Francis, Aunt of Barbara Goldberg January 4 (11 Tevet)
Ruth Isaacs, Grandmother of Sarajane Garten January 4 (11 Tevet)
Marty Lisberger, Friend of Ruth Potts January 4

Isaac Potts, Grandfather of Ruth Potts January 4 (11 Tevet)
Robert Breeze, Partner of Charles Stewart January 5

Max Kaplan, Grandfather of Jocelyn Kaplan January 5

Goldie Nissenbaum, Mother of Beverly Nissenbaum  January 5 (12 Tevet)

Announced Friday, January 6 (Yartzeits observed January 6 -12; 13-19 Tevet)
Samuel Mendelson, Grandfather of Barry Friedman  January 6 (13 Tevet)

Charles Fortinsky, Father of James Fortinsky January 7

Jack Stoler, Father of Harvey Stoler January 7 (14 Tevet)
Euclid Tarabochia, Grandfather of Catherine Tarabochia  January 7

Darlene Wood, Friend of Devra Floyd January 7

Paul Lev, Uncle of Larry Neff January 8

Jerry Davis, Friend of Larry Neff and Member of Bet Mishpachah January 9
Harold Garten, Father of Sarajane Garten January 9

Mark Goldfarb, Partner of Allan Armus and member of Bet Mishpachah January 9 (16 Tevet)
Morrie Green, Uncle of Thomas Sachs January 9

William Most, Uncle of Morris Umansky January 9

Edythe Pollack, Grandmother of Jeffrey Burka January 9 (16 Tevet)
Gary Berns, Father of Jeffrey Berns January 10 (17 Tevet)
Jane Burka, Mother of Jeffrey Burka January 11 (18 Tevet)
Harold Lax, Uncle of Stuart Sotsky January 11 (18 Tevet)
Joe Vostrizansky, Father of David Vostrizansky January 11

Sandra Kaplan, Mother of Daniel Kaplan January 12

Margot Lax, Aunt of Stuart Sotsky January 12 (19 Tevet)
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Announced Friday and Saturday, January 13 and 14 (Yartzeits observed January 13 -19;
20-26 Tevet)

Bernard Carb, Grandfather of Alan Carb January 13
Miriam Kenner, Friend of Alex Carter January 13
Joe Lucero, Friend of David Fox January 13 (20 Tevet)
Hannah Wandersman, Mother of Suzanne Wandersman January 13 (20 Tevet)
Jamel Brown, Cousin of LySandra Brady January 14
Morris Cohen, Grandfather of Marlene Cohen January 15 (22 Tevet)
Fannie Frouman, Grandmother of Allan Armus January 15 (22 Tevet)
Asaya Most, Cousin of Morris Umansky January 15
Ida Magid, Grandmother of Carl Spatz January 16 (23 Tevet)
Martin Bennett, Father-in-law of Jeffrey Berns January 18 (25 Tevet)
Louis Elman, Grandfather of Diane Liff January 18

Fannie Becker Most, Grandmother of Morris Umansky January 19

Announced Friday, January 20 (Yartzeits observed January 20-26; 27 Tevet-4 Shevat)

Mordecai Barlas, Grandfather of Judy Barlas January 20
Norman Wofsy, Father of Noah Wofsy January 20
Lillian Woldman, Mother of Murray Woldman January 20 (27 Tevet)
Lisa Greenstone, Cousin of Louis Blank January 21
Marcia Peltzman, Mother of Maxine Klane January 21 (28 Tevet)
Anke Eggers, wonderful Friend of Eva Freund and Elke Martin ~ January 22
Morris Friedman, Father of Barry Friedman January 22 (29 Tevet)
Constance Green, Aunt of Thomas Sachs January 22
Hortense Lash, "like a mother" of Devra Floyd January 22
Christopher Meyer, Friend of Alex Carter January 22
Philip Silber, Brother of Susan Silber January 22
Stefina Vostrizansky, Mother of David Vostrizansky = January 22
Steven Allen, Cousin of Larry Neff January 23
Anne Kohn, Mother of Margy Kohn January 23
Louis Zinnershine, Uncle of Scott Reiter January 23
Cynthia Gasthalter, Aunt of Mindy Gasthalter January 24
Alyssa Kasse, Sister of Eryca Kasse January 24 (2 Shevat)
Rose Kushner, Grandmother of Eytan Apelberg January 24 (2 Shevat)
Sarah Friedman, Grandmother of Barry Friedman January 25
Mabel Hatcher, Mother of Theodore Xakellis January 25
Eleanor Frishman, Mother of Bruce Frishman January 26
Henry Leish, Grandfather of Denise Leish January 26

Amelia Wilkinson, Mother and Mother-in-law of Barbara Becker and Jutta Brettschneider ~ January 26

Announced Friday and Saturday, January 27 and 28 (Yartzeits observed January 27 —
February 2; 5-11 Shevat)

Geoffrey Ford, Father of Alex Ford January 27
Rose Lev, Aunt of Larry Neff January 30
Anne Ross, Mother of Rodney Ross January 31 (9 Shevat)
Selma Sandofsky, Sister of Sandor Bernstein January 31 (9 Shevat)
Robert Cole, Friend of Joel Berelson February 1

Fred Barron, Friend of Ruth Potts February 2 (11 Shevat)




Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Tevet /Shevat5783/January 2023

Shabbat Services

Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our
website for details. The Zoom meeting number will be
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and
Beyond.”

Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of
every month at 10:00 am. Saturday morning services
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/85094BAFAC28A3FC1-
erev.

Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is
available by sending an email request

to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks
notice.

Any changes to our regular Shabbat service

schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our
weekly email.

To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date,
location and number of expected attendees
to administrator@betmish.org

Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations

Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:

* World Congress of GLBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah

* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington

* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater
Washington

* Network of Independent Jewish Communities

and Havurot

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff
Coordinator — Liat Novek

Design/Layout — Liat Novek

Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch
and Elke Martin

Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter

Donations

To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C.
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page
on our web site, www.betmish.org

Death Notices, Bereavement Services

If you are in need of bereavement services or to
announce a death in your family,

email bereavement@betmish.org.

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter

Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah. The newsletter is
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles,
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of
the month prior to publication to
administrator@betmish.org.

Weekly Email Broadcast

The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast,
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner
organizations. To receive our weekly email newsletter,
send an email to administrator@betmish.org

Congregational Website

Be sure to check out our website

at www.betmish.org with information about our
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites
of interest.

Communications Policy. For questions about our
editorial or advertising policies, send an email
to secretary(@betmish.org

Membership

To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org
Reduced membership is available for new members,
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the
DC metro area.

Address, Phone, and Email Updates
Send your name and old and new information
to membershipdirector@betmish.org

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You

Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim —
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive
the information. Please email us

at BikurCholim@betmish.org.

Women’s OQutreach Program

On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 we pour
our favorite beverage to go along with our own

dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and
conversation. We continue to gather virtually every week
and may try an in-person option soon. If you have any
questions contact programmingdirector(@betmish.org
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and
we welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-
binary people.
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DIRECTORY
RABBIS

Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin ... i rabbi@betmish.org
Rabbi Bob Saks, EMEritus ...............uuviiiiiiiiiiiiis i rabbibobs@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES

President: Mitchell Haymes ............ccccciiiiiiiiin i president@betmish.org
Rabbinic Liaison Committee: Al Munzer
Treasurer: Douglas Auerbach ...........ccccoooiiiiis i treasurer@betmish.org
Secretary: Whitney Babash ...........cccccooiieiiiiiis i, secretary@betmish.org
Communication Committee: .........ccceeeiiiiiiiiies i, communications@betmish.org
Director of Religious Affairs: Rachel Wolkowitz . ..............ccccccvuvinnes religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
High Holy Days: Paula Morris & Rachel Hamberger .................... hhd@betmish.org
Liturgy Committee: Scott Reiter ...........oooees oo, liturgy@betmish.org
Religious Affairs Committee: Rachel Wolkowitz ........................... religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Director of Membership: Deb Hyman................ .ccciiiieiniinnininn, membershipdirector@betmish.org

Strategic Planning Task Force: Deb Hyman

Director of Operations...........cccccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiciici el OpeTationsdirector@betmish.org
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator .................uueeeiiiiiis cevviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeneenns oneg@betmish.org
Hospitality Coordinator ...........ooooeeiiiiiiees e, hospitality@betmish.org
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator: Devra Floyd .................. sign@betmish.org

Director of Programming: Paula MOITiS ............. cocccvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiinnns programmingdirector@betmish.org
Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman .............. oo, bookgroup@betmish.org
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn............cooooees oo, education@betmish.org

Director of Community Affairs: Brian Parks........ ....cccccccvvviiiiiiinnnnns communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org

Jewish Community Relations Council representative: Stuart Sotsky

Director of Congregational Affairs: Bruce Horowitz ......................... congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org

Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger....................cooon. bereavement@betmish.org

Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Barbara Lewis ...............cccccc..... bikurcholim@betmish.org

Cemetery Committee: Allan Armus .........cccceet v, cemetery@betmish.org

Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund ......... ...ccccooeiiiiiiiiiiinne, novachavura@betmish.org

Social Justice: James Radack .............cccccceeeeecveiiiiiiiiiiene ... S0OCHAl-action@betmish.org

Keshet RiSING .cevvuiiiieiei e e executivedirector@betmish.org

STAFF

Executive Director: Joshua Maxey .............ccccceer wevviviiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiinnns executivedirector@betmish.org
Congregational Administrator: Liat Novek....................... ............ administrator@betmish.org

Congregational Bookkeeper: Elke Martin



