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Martin Buber was a Jew-
ish philosopher and theo-
logian. His most endur-
ing teaching came from
his book “I-Thou.” In it,
he explained that we can
encounter others in two different types of relation-
ship. The I-It relationship is the most common. We
view others as an “It” when we view them at a dis-
tance. We interact with people in functional ways,
the person at the check-out counter, the person get-
ting off the metro car before we get on, the one who
greets you and opens the door for you as you walk
into the DCJCC. There is a deeper, second kind of
relationship, though. That is when we meet someone
intimately, deeply, and see them as a whole person.
This is what Buber terms the “I-Thou” relationship.
You experience the entire being, and there is even a
reflection of being in close relationship with the Holy
One.

As we look ahead to Tu bi-Sh 'vat, our holiday cele-
brating and honoring trees and the natural world, 1
wanted to share with you a striking excerpt from his
book. Let’s use this time in our calendar to think
about how we view and treat others, and the elements
of the natural world.

I contemplate a tree.

I can accept it as a picture: a rigid pillar in a flood of
light, or splashes of green traversed by the gentleness
of the blue silver ground.

I can feel it as movement: the flowing veins around
the sturdy, striving core, the sucking of the roots, the
breathing of the leaves, the infinite commerce with
earth and air—and the growing itself in its darkness.

I can assign it to a species and observe it as an instance,
with an eye to its construction and its way of life.

I can overcome its uniqueness and form so rigorously
that I recognize it only as an expression of the law—those
laws according to which a constant opposition of forces
is continually adjusted, or those laws according to which
the elements mix and separate.

I can dissolve it into a number, into a pure relation be-
tween numbers, and eternalize it.

Throughout all of this the tree remains my object and
has its place and its time span, its kind and condition.

But it can also happen, if will and grace are joined, that
as I contemplate the tree I am drawn into a relation, and
the tree ceases to be an It. The power of exclusiveness
has seized me.

This does not require me to forego any of the modes of
contemplation. There is nothing that I must not see in
order to see, and there is no knowledge that I must for-
get. Rather is everything, picture and movement, species
and instance, law and number included and inseparably
fused.

Whatever belongs to the tree is included: its form and its
mechanics, its colors and its chemistry, its conversation

with the elements and its conversation with the stars—all
this in its entirety.

The tree is no impression, no play of my imagination, no
aspect of a mood; it confronts me bodily and has to deal
with me as I must deal with it—only differently.

One should not try to dilute the meaning of the relation:
relation is reciprocity.

Does the tree then have consciousness, similar to our
own? | have no experience of that. But thinking that you
have brought this off in your own case, must you again
divide the indivisible? What I encounter is neither the
soul of a tree nor a dryad, but the tree itself.

Washington DC’s Egalitarian Synagogue Embracing a Diversity of Sexual and Gender Identities
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From the Midrash

The Holy One said to Israel, “even though you will find the land full of
good things, don’t say, “we will sit and not plant.” Rather make sure to
plant trees. Just as when you entered you found trees that others had
planted, so you should plant for those who will enter after you.”
Midrash Tanchuma, Kedoshim 8

Once an old man was planting a fig tree when a Roman general passed
by. The general laughed at the old man and said, “You are stupid.
Don’t you realize that it will take twenty years before that tree will bear
fruit, and by then you will long be dead?”

The man answered, “When I was a small child I was able to eat figs
because those who came before me planted fig trees. Now I must do
the same for the children who will come after me.”

Leviticus Rabbah 23:5

If you happen to be standing with a sapling in your hand and someone
says to you, “Behold the Messiah has come,” first plant the tree and
then go out to greet the Messiah.

Avot de-Rabbi Natan

Shavat Va-Yinafash page 402

Save the Date! Saturday, October 25, 2025
Celebrate 50 years of Bet Mishpachah all year long

Our committees have been super excited about planning for this year
and we have some fantastic ideas in the mix. All year long, we will
continue to offer original, innovative and delightful programs. Join us
for some; Join us for all! Bring your friends and family!

The highlight of this year will be our gala celebration in October. We
anticipate a roomful, so be on the look out for details and registration
information. Want to help us plan? We would love to hear from you.
Please contact Deb at operationsdirector@betmish.com to be on our
team. No experience necessary. Just ideas in planning a great party.

Bet Mishpachah
nnown n'a
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Follow us on Social Media

Instagram:
@betmishpachah

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/betmish
www.facebook.com/groups/Betmish
(This is a private, monitored group
where you can have conversations
with other mem-
bers).

Youtube:
(@betmishpachah
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https://youtube.com/@betmishpachah?si=tA1DDcl1WzW0OhVV
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By Chaim Ezra Harrison, January 2022

A
~“" = f .l‘ij‘
' = “They tried to bury us, but they didn’t know we were

seeds.”
Very recently I learned who originally said this quote. It was Dinos Christianopoulos, a gay Greek poet, of blessed
memory. His proverb became a rallying cry for marginalized and persecuted people of many different backgrounds,
and I’ve seen it quoted or paraphrased more times than I can count.

Tu bi-Sh’vat, commonly known as the “new year for the trees,” is upon us. Many Jews take this day to recommit
ourselves to environmental justice, ponder the esoteric and Divine meanings of trees and their fruit, host fun seders
for their families, or all of the above. In Judaism, trees are often used as metaphors for human beings. I’m reflecting
on my story as a Jew who is also openly bisexual. Many different folks and forces have attempted to “bury” me and
those like me, but we grow and thrive against every single odd.

Ever since elementary school, I knew that I was different. I developed crushes on my peers of different genders. Some
of the adult leaders in my life made it clear that this was not okay. “You’re confused, you’re going through a phase,
you have to pray these thoughts away every single night.” Regardless of intent, I was made to feel like I was rotten
down to the heartwood.

Three years later, when I started junior high, I was enrolled in a fundamentalist Christian school, most likely to cure
me of my “heart rot.” I had prayed every night for G-d to cure me, and it didn’t work. Maybe being relentlessly
bullied, ostracized, and force fed right-wing Biblical literalism by abusive and hypocritical zealots six days a week
would do the trick. Spoiler: It didn’t.

The homophobia and transphobia in that school made me hate myself to the point of even briefly considering suicide.
From educators calling queer people “sinners” and “predators” to my classmates wanting to beat up “f*gs”, they tried
to convince me that [ was an abomination.

And then, I went to college. Finally, I was in an environment where I wasn’t being told that G-d wanted to cast me
into a lake of fire. I had friends and instructors who were actual allies or queer themselves. I even got the chance to
explore Judaism for the first time at Hillel Shabbatot. 1 began to heal from the trauma of my fundamentalist
education, and I found comfort in an environment where people weren’t judged for their queerness. While I wasn’t
yet ready to fully come out of the closet — it would be almost a decade later — I realized that the only “heart rot” I had
was caused by others who refused to understand me.

“They tried to bury us” clearly has a negative connotation, but there is more than one way to read it. My queerphobic
fundamentalist school, and my queer-positive university, both “buried” me, albeit in very different ways. The teachers
and students in my fundamentalist school saw me and my identity as a threat, and trampled me into the mud for
simply being myself. My college friends and professors, however, surrounded me with soft, well-nourished soil and
“watered” me by affirming me for who I was, even though I wasn’t completely ready. I was loved and treated as a
seed with the potential to grow and share fruit. Instead of being buried in shame, I was being nurtured with care.
Some seeds are not ready to sprout right away and need time in the dark to feel the sun filter through. I’'m glad I had
the time and the care to heal and grow at my own pace.

Today I am a member of the Jewish people who is openly, flamingly bisexual. I am proud to share my story and help
elevate the stories of other LGBTQ Jews. This reality seemed literally unachievable when I was a child. I get to use
my skills and passions to make this country a safer and more just place for LGBTQ people and help provide children
and teens with the affirming resources and environment I so desperately needed when I was their age. [ have deep
roots and am stretching out my branches in a forest of allies and friends. I am overwhelmed with gratitude in the
purest possible way.

This Tu bi-Sh’vat, if you are still processing and coming to terms with your LGBTQ identity, know this: you are not
an affront to the Divine. You are destined to share fruit with others who need it more than you can imagine. No matter
what others may say to you — a teacher, a parent, or an Internet troll — you are a seed. Treat yourself as such and 1
can’t wait to see the fruit you bear. Chag sameach.
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New Classes with Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

winter and spring. These classes are free-standing events. Join us for
one or all.

A Deep Dive into Megilat Esther (The Scroll of Esther) - Saturday,
February 22nd, following services, at 12:30 pm. In person and on
Zoom.

We regularly hear the story read or performed around Purim time, but
rarely do we pause to take in the full details and messages of this powerful tale of danger and defiance. Let’s
read through the text and find those parts that are usually left out of the annual spiel. Eunuchs, sexual try-
outs, and massive body counts - this is definitely not for kids!

Civil Disobedience and Judaism — Saturday April 26th, following services, at 12:30 pm. In person and on
Zoom.

Throughout our history, Jews have had to grapple with authorities whose values and decisions were at odds
with our own. There is therefore a plethora of discussion in Jewish works from ancient times until now that
call on us to do what we know to be right, even if it goes against what we are told. Let’s look at examples of
Jews engaging in civil disobedience over the years, and figure out what is can mean for us today.

The Intersection of Queerness and Judaism - How Judaism is uniquely able to accommodate queer
identity — Wednesday, May 21st, at 7:30 pm on Zoom.

We’ll hear from our tradition, from recent examples, and from those who have merged their queer identities
with their LGBTQ+ identities. If we let them, one can inform the other and both can become stronger within
us.

The Zoom invitations will appear closer to their dates in the weekly electronic newsletter, on our Facebook

page www.facebook.com/betmish, and our website www.betmish.org. Classes are always free for members
of Bet Mishpachah. There is a suggested donation of $10 for nonmembers which may be made on our web-
site.

Tu bi-Sh’vat Field Trip
Monday, February 17th at 10:00 am

Yv A “ ‘ . \ ' Tu bi-Sh’vat this year is celebrated on February 13th, begin-
) r ning at sunset on February 12th. It’s often called the Rosh ha-
e f Shana La’llanot, the New Year of Trees. In contemporary Is-
V\. ® /7 rael, the day is celebrated as an ecological awareness day, and
JHENEW YEAR FOR TREES " trees are planted in celebration.
Celebmfe Tu B'Shevat Y o
To commemorate Tu bi-Sh 'vat this year, we will be going to
Prince George’s County to tour their Materials Recycling Fa-
cility in Capitol Heights, which is the only place on the East
Coast that currently has a “depackager,” an advanced recycling tool.

The facility is only open Monday — Friday for tours, so we will be going on Monday, February 17th, Presi-
dent’s Day, starting at 10 am. After the tour, we will have lunch nearby. The facility needs to have the
names of those attending, so please RSVP to mgasthalter@gmail.com.



https://www.lgbtqinstitute.org/news/2016/1/18/what-is-mlk-jrs-legacy-to-the-lgbt-community
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NOVA CHAVURA—FIRST 2025 EVENT Bet Mishpachah celebrates Chanuka 5785
Sunday, February 23th; 11:00 am—2:00 pm
i . On Friday, December 27th during Chanuka before
Join us for Sunday Brunch and fun company-- in- services began, we lit our Chanukiyot to light the way
cluding coffee, bagels, cream cheese, and lox, spon- | | ij the darkness for the third night. Thank you to all
sored by our hosts. If you wish to bring additional | | yhq brought their Chanuka menorahs from home and
food, we suggest fruit, dessert, juice, or something | | he]ped us celebrate this year’s Festival of Lights. Spe-
else to share. cial Chanuka treats were enjoyed by all at the Oneg.

Hosted by Don Jewler and Bob
Hollis at their home: The

%, Mather - 7929 Westpark Drive, | N}/
=% Unit 921, Tysons, VA. RSVP: o e g
S B 703-862-3339 to respond in the A= ; ‘ X ‘
G HA\?U RAH affirmative. When you reply, — :
A P

we will give you instructions for
parking.

Jewish Food and Recipe Swap

Join us on Friday, February 28th at 6:30 pm at the EDCJCC for a recipe swap and potluck. Bring your
favorite Jewish (vegetarian or dairy) recipe to share with others, and the same dish to share. Aim for a dish
that can be served cold or at room temperature. If your dish needs to be warmed let us know in advance.
Those who bring the top three dishes (based on the opinions of those in attendance) will receive a copy of
Bet Mishpachah’s own siddur, Sh’vat Va Yinafash. -

Not a cook? Don’t want to bring a dish? Of course, you can still attend! Bring % ,‘, e }

a beverage or something premade. You don’t need to be a member of Bet & =0 " 1
Mishpachah to attend. Come to learn about us and to meet our congregants.
We will spend time schmoozing, eating, and exchanging recipes before ser-
vices begin at 8:00 pm. If you have any questions, please email

Mindy Gasthalter at programs@betmish.org.

The Religious Affairs and the High Holy Days Committees are
looking for more volunteers. We want and need our members’ in-
put and help. Please consider volunteering your time. The religious
affairs committee will be reviewing our religious practices, reli-
gious services, and this year planning the official PRIDE Shabbat
service in June.

The High Holy Day religious committee will again plan and help
implement the services we offer to our members and the greater
community.

Remember, “It takes a village. If you are already interested or want
to know more about the committees, please
contact religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org.



mailto:programs@betmish.org
mailto:religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
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December donations
We appreciate the generosity of our
members and friends, and recognize them
for their support.

Operating Fund

Keith Cohen

Marc Bransky

Carol Stern

Fran Sneider and Beth Cohen, in honor of our
new Board of Directors and Installation Shabbat

Patricia Carlton, in memory of Elinor Carlton

Zachary Lerner, in honor of Joshua Maxey

Cara and Shaun O’Connor, thank you for all
that you do

Sarah Camayd-Munoz, thank you for a
wonderful service

Joanna Chanin, in memory of Sal Phillips and the
beauty and goodness he brought to this world

Joel Woldman Memorial Oneg & Kiddush

Fund

Barry Friedman

Joel Wind and Al Munzer

Alex Carter

Marc Bernstein, in honor of his birthday

Douglas Auerbach, in honor of
JuJuan Dyer’s promotion

Devra Floyd

David Schwartz

Scott Reiter

Mindy Gasthalter

Davi LaBarre

Barry Friedman, in memory of Norma Passy and
Harry Friedman

Mark Goldfarb & Allan Armus Memorial Fund
Devra Floyd

50th Anniversary Sponsors
Susan Silber

Jeffrey Kahn

Joseph Pomper

Marc Bernstein and Jeff Burka

Year End Donations

Mark Agrast

Douglas Auerbach

Marc Bernstein and Jeff Burka, in memory of
Sandor and Florene Bernstein

Joel Berelson

Rebecca and David Burka

Isaac Belfer

Louis Blank

Alex Carter

Keith Cohen

Nathaniel Deutsch

Daniel Gordon

Jennifer Helburn

Mary Hubbard

Maxine Klane

Diane Liff and Georgia Korn

Mark Levine and Marcel Prather

Joel Martin

Paula Morris and Deborah Hyman

Debra Montanino and Joan Sherman

Jeff Nakrin

Isaac & Leah Potts Foundation

Ruth Potts

JoHanna Potts

Judy Retchin and Elyse Wander

Fran Sneider and Beth Cohen

Tom Sachs

Warren Snaider

Gena Schoen

Alicia Saffer

Tom Sachs

Ori Soltes

Steven Weinberg

Noah Wofsy

Craig Ziskin and Roger Schechter

Come end Shabbat with us on Saturday, February 1st, starting at 6:00 pm with Havda-
la led by Scott Reiter. We will light the candle, drink the wine, virtually feel the warmth
and say the blessings together. Then there will be an opportunity to schmooze and catch
up. Join us for this meaningful way to begin a new week.

The Zoom meeting number will be posted in our weekly electronic newsletter in January.

Virtual Havdala with Bet Mishpachah
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February Birthdays

? Alex Ford
? Erica Gloger
? Patrick Gossett
Barry Kropf
? Arthur Leabman
? Barbara Lewis
? Elke Martin
Nancy Polikoff
? Joseph Pomper
? Charlotte Scherer
Michael Singer
? Fran Sneider
? Sophie Tratt
Suzannne Wandersman
; Morris Umansky

AR R EEE R A
&
&
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February Anniversaries
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Betty Milgram and Beverly Deppen
Suzanne Wandersman and Denise Leish
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Celebrate Your Joy

Friday, February 14th will be our next "Simchat
Shabbat," a way in which our members can cele-
brate together. Let us know if you have cause to cel-
ebrate in the way of a birthday, anniversary, or other
special occasion and we will share in your joy each
month. A special blessing will be recited for all
those celebrating.

If you would like to help sponsor towards the en-
hanced Oneg for that Friday, please let us
know. Contact Mindy at mgasthalter@gmail.com.

SIMCHAT
SHABBAT
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Thank you to our January

Service Leaders

Friday, January 3: Louis Blank
Friday, January 10: Vinny Prell
Saturday, January 11: Alex Carter and Ruth Potts
Friday, January 17: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, January 24: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, January 25: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, January 31: Mindy Gasthalter and Larry Neff

XX XX XX XX XX KX XX XX XX XX XX X XX XX XX XX KX %X XX XX XX XX KX XX

Thank You to Our February
Service Leaders

Friday, February 7: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, February 8: Marc Bernstein and Jeff Burka
Friday, February 14:, Rabbi Ben Shalva
Friday, February 21: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, February 22: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, February 28: Paula Morris and Louis Blank
XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX XX

Installation Shabbat 2025
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to:
Chris Miller, on the loss of his grandfather, Peter Bujara
Devra Floyd, on the loss of her cousin, Cordel Olive

Announced Friday, January 31 (Yartzeits observed January 31- February 6; 2-8 Sh’vat)

Alyssa Kasse, Sister of Eryca Kasse

Rose Kushner, Grandmother of Eytan Apelberg
Robert Cole, Friend of Joel Berelson

Lenard Mears, Member of Bet Mishpachah
Davida Fortinsky, Mother of James Fortinsky
Peter Gingrich, Friend of Larry Neff

Walter Hamilton, Friend of Alex Carter
Adeline Kaplan, Mother of Jocelyn Kaplan
Louise Zanar, Member of Bet Mishpachah
Eugene Kaplan, Father of Jocelyn Kaplan

Announced Friday and Saturday, February 7 and 8 (Yartzeits observed February 7-13; 9-15 Sh’vat)

Anne Ross, Mother of Rodney Ross

Michael Burbank, Partner of Joel Berelson

Fred Barron, Friend of Ruth Potts

Sandra Kaplan, Mother of Daniel Kaplan
Barbara Kupferberg, Aunt of Andi Kasarsky
Jeanne Zinnanti, Aunt of Alex Carter

Maxwell Cohen, Father of Keith Cohen

Sarah Friedman, Grandmother of Barry Friedman
Ruth Hochberg, Grandmother of Marlene Cohen
Doris Taub, Mother of Neela Taub

Morris Sachs, Grandfather of Thomas Sachs
Albert Potts, Uncle of Ruth Potts

Gene Silber, Father of Susan Silber

Harvey Wander, Father of Elyse Wander

Freida Gottesman, Grandmother of Andi Kasarsky
Scott Greenfield, Cousin of Eryca Kasse

David London, Grandfather of Scott Reiter
Gertrude Umansky, Mother of Morris Umansky

Announced Friday, February 14 (Yartzeits observed February 14-20; 15-22 Sh’vat)

Sidney Kaplan, Father of Daniel Kaplan

Eva and Leah Munzer, Sisters of Al Munzer
Rose Rosenfeld, Grandmother of Georgia Korn
Sandor Bernstein, Father of Marc Bernstein

Edna Goldman, Grandmother of Brian Parks
Frances Roberts, Grandmother of Alan Carb
Jennie Weber, Grandmother of Denise Leish

Rae Beckenstein, Grandmother of Carol Wayman
Marian Sotsky, Aunt of Stuart Sotsky

Florene Bernstein, Mother of Marc Bernstein
Joseph Budaszewitz, Father of Philip Budashewitz
Emilio Gémez, Father of Letitia Gomez

Rose Gordon, Aunt of Warren Snaider

Daniel Dishon, Friend of Jutta Brettschneider
Rolf Frischmuth, Cousin of Elke Martin

Esther Kahn, Aunt of Beverly Nissenbaum

Anne Lehman, Aunt of Michael Hoffman

Cordell Olive, Cousin of Devra Floyd

Richard Saffer, Uncle of Alicia Saffer

January 31 (2 Sh’vat)
January 31 (2 Sh’vat)
February 1
February 2
February 3
February 4
February 4
February 4
February 5
February 6

February 7 (9 Sh’vat)
February 8

February 9 (11 Sh’vat)
February 9 (11 Sh’vat)
February 9

February 9

February 10

February 10 (12 Sh’vat)
February 10 (12 Sh’vat)
February 10

February 11

February 12 (14 Sh’vat)
February 12

February 12 (14 Sh’vat)
February 13

February 13 (15 Sh’vat)
February 13

February 13

February 15 (17 Sh’vat)
February 15 (17 Sh’vat)
February 15
February 16 (18 Sh’vat)
February 17
February 17
February 17
February 18
February 18 (20 Sh’vat)
February 19 (21 Sh’vat)
February 19 (21 Sh’vat)
February 19
February 19 (21 Sh’vat)
February 20
February 20
February 20 (22 Sh’vat)
February 20 (22 Sh’vat)
February 20
February 20
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Announced Friday and Saturday, February 21 and 22 (Yartzeits observed February 20-26;
23-28 Sh’vat)

Harold Schuetz, Grandfather of Mary Hubbard February 21
Ray Umansky, Cousin of Morris Umansky February 21
Alex Woldman, Grandfather of Murray Woldman February 23 (25 Sh’vat)
Adele Cohen, Mother of Marlene Cohen February 24 (26 Sh’vat)
Victoria Green, Cousin of Thomas Sachs February 24
Charles Helburn, Father of Jennifer Helburn February 24

Sylvia Jacobson, Grandmother of Andrew Abrams February 24
Fayga Most Andreadis, Cousin of Morris Umansky February 24
Alfonso Tarabochia, Father of Catherine Tarabochia  February 24

Milton Carb, Father of Alan Carb February 25 (27 Sh’vat)

Leon Goldberg, Father of Barbara Goldberg February 25 (27 Sh’vat)

Stanley Lehman, Uncle of Michael Hoffman February 26 (28 Sh’vat)
Announced Friday, February 28 (Yartzeits observed February 27-March 6; 29 Sh’vat- 6 Adar)
Mel Blanck, Cousin of Louis Blank February 28

Henry Noretsky, Father of Martin Noretsky February 28

Chantawat Srisuwan, Brother-in-law of David Fox and Robert Margrave February 28
Rosemary Yaco, Aunt of Thomas Sachs February 28

Mickey Casel, Cousin of Larry Neff March 1

Jonathan Greene, Cousin of Thomas Sachs March 1

Lisa Londner, Sister-in-law of Hank Londner March 1

Charles Stewart, Member Bet Mishpachah March 1

Maurice Bernstein, Grandfather of Marc Bernstein March 2 (2 Adar)

Ned Umansky, Uncle of Morris Umansky March 2

Helene Freed, Grandmother of Seymour Stern March 3

Minnie Kasse, Grandmother of Eryca Kasse March 3 (3 Adar)

Arnold Stern, Father of Milton Stern March 3 (3 Adar)

Marlene Meringoff, Cousin of Larry Neff March 4

Rich Widener, Friend of Louis Blank March 4

Jan Ford, Ex-wife of Alex Ford March 5

Grace Garelik, Mother of Glenn Garelik March 5 (5 Adar)
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Shabbat Services

Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our
website for details. The Zoom meeting number will be
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and
Beyond.”

Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of
every month at 10:00 am. Saturday morning services
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.betmish.org/oneg.

Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is
available by sending an email request

to sign(@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks
notice.

Any changes to our regular Shabbat service

schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our
weekly email.

To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date,
location, occasion and number of expected attendees
to executivedirector@betmish.org

Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations

Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:

* World Congress of LGBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah

* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington

* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater
Washington

* Network of Independent Jewish Communities

and Havurot

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff
Coordinator — Liat Novek

Design/Layout — Liat Novek

Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch,
Andrea Jennetta and Elke Martin

Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter

Donations

To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C.
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page
on our web site, www.betmish.org

Death Notices, Bereavement Services

If you are in need of bereavement services or to
announce a death in your family,

email bereavement(@betmish.org.

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter

Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah. The newsletter is
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles,
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of
the month prior to publication to
administrator@betmish.org.

Weekly Email Broadcast

The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast,
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner
organizations. To receive our weekly email newsletter,
send an email to administrator@betmish.org

Congregational Website

Be sure to check out our website

at www.betmish.org with information about our
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites
of interest.

Communications Policy. For questions about our
editorial or advertising policies, send an email
to secretary(@betmish.org

Membership

To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org
Reduced membership is available for new members,
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the
DC metro area.

Address, Phone, and Email Updates
Send your name and old and new information
to membershipdirector@betmish.org

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You

Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim —
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive
the information. Please email us

at BikurCholim@betmish.org.

Women’s Outreach Program

On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 pm

we pour our favorite beverage to go along with our own
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and
conversation. We continue to gather every month both in-
person and virtually. If you have any

questions contact religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and
welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-binary
people.
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DIRECTORY
RABBIS

Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin ... rabbi@betmish.org
Rabbi Bob Saks, EMEritus ..............cviiiiiiiiiiis i rabbibobs@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES

President: Joseph POMPEr ........oouiiiiiiiiiiiiies e president@betmish.org
Treasurer: Douglas Auerbach .............cccccoiiiin i treasurer@betmish.org
Secretary: Barbara Goldberg .......ccoooooiiiiiiiiiiies i, secretary@betmish.org
Communication Committee: .........oooeiiiiiiiies v, communications@betmish.org
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris ......... ...ccccciiiiienieeeniienn, religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
High Holy Days: Paula MOITIS .............uuuiiiiiiis evviiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiinnenns hhd@betmish.org
Liturgy Committee: Scott Reiter ...........ccccccet i liturgy@betmish.org
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris...... ....ccccccvviiiiiiiiinnnnns religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Choir: Whitney Babash............ccoooooiiies e, choir@betmish.org
Director of Membership: Patrick DiBattista ....... .......cccccoeeeeiiiiiininn, membershipdirector@betmish.org
Director of Operations: Deborah Hyman............ ... operationsdirector@betmish.org
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator ..................euveeiiies evvviiiiiiiiiiieieeeeennnnnn. oneg@betmish.org
Hospitality Coordinator ..................eveveiiiiiiiiies i, hospitality@betmish.org
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator: Devra Floyd ................... sigh@betmish.org
Director of Programming: Mark Agrast ..........ccc. o, programmingdirector@betmish.org
Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman ...........cc. cocuvvieeiniiiiiiiiiiiiinnnns bookgroup@betmish.org
Programming Committee: Mindy Gasthalter and Barry Friedman..  programs@betmish.org
Director of Community Affairs: Alfredo Gomez .. .........ccccccvvvvviinnnnn. communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Director of Congregational Affairs: Jeffrey Kahn ..........ccccco congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger........................o bereavement@betmish.org
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Noah Wofsy . ........cccccciiiiininnnn. bikurcholim@betmish.org
Cemetery Committee: ROd ROSS ......cooovviiiiies e, cemetery@betmish.org
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ............cccccot i, education@betmish.org
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund ......... ....cccccciiiiiiiiniinnnnnns novachavura@betmish.org
Social Justice: Mary Hubbard.....................eoe. coeiiiiiiieienene... . S0OCHal-action@betmish.org
KeShet RiSING ......cooii e e executivedirector@betmish.org
Bnai ARGVa ............ccoooiiii s executivedirector@betmish.org
STAFF
Executive Director: Joshua Maxey ..........cccccccer voviiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee, executivedirector@betmish.org

Congregational Administrator: Liat Novek.................................... administrator@betmish.org
BOOKKEEPET ... e bookkeeping@betmish.org



