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Be Happy!  Adar will be here this month! 

 
By Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 

In the Talmudic tractate Ta-anit, we find the instruction 
“Mishenichnas Adar marbim b’simcha/When the month 
of Adar enters, we increase our joy.”  Adar is entering 
this year on the evening of February 21st , and this is 
when we are told that our joy should increase.  The 
month of Adar is the happiest month of the Jewish calen-
dar.  It is the month in which we celebrate Purim and 
Jewish survival over adversity.  It strikes me that the 
overflowing joy of Purim cannot be contained to just one 
or two days, but it spreads into the entire month in which 
it falls.  Purim is a holiday where we flip the world on its 
head - there is a topsy-turviness to the day that we revel 
in.  On Purim, everything is meant to be out of the norm.  
So, if the norm is that the joy of a holiday is limited to 
that specific day, it makes sense that we’re going against 
that norm and allowing the joy to flow out of that one 
short day and into the entire month. 
 
The quote from the Talmud is sometimes understood to 
mean that joy automatically increases when the month of 
Adar enters.  I find this hard to believe.  Joy is not usual-
ly something that just happens, it is something that we 
manifest and make real in our lives and in the world.  If 
we expect joy and gladness to wash over us as soon as 
the evening of February 21st  comes around, I fear that 
we may be disappointed with the results.  If we want to 
feel the joy of Adar, then we must create that joy our-
selves and for others.  We should be active in our Adar 
practice, not passive. 
 
If we’re committed to fulfilling this instruction from the 
Talmud - that we increase our joy for the month of Adar - 
how shall we do it and how can we maintain that joy for 
a month?  It does not mean that we need to feel joy in 
every waking moment for an entire month, this would 
surely be unsustainable and unrealistic.  Instead, it means 
that we should find ways throughout the month to in-
crease our joy and to take advantage of joyous moments 
when they arise.  Perhaps there is a specific dish that you 
find to be delicious, Adar is a time to make sure it is on 

your menu!  Maybe you find happiness when being out-
doors in the park - make time to go for a walk several times 
this month.  There may be a song that fills you up, put it on 
the playlist and make sure you listen to it as much as you’d 
like during Adar.  Be kind to yourself.  Give yourself the 
gift of joy this month.  You deserve it, and you’ll also be 
fulfilling a mitzva! 
 
Of course, we also know that there is joy we can create for 
ourselves by thinking about others and bringing them joy.  
Lest you think the joy of this month is selfish, we are re-
minded that serving others may be just the things that brings 
the most joy.  Happiness doesn’t just increase for the month 
of Adar, it increases when it is shared.  During the month of 
Adar therefore, is a call for gemilut hasadim - deeds of lov-
ingkindness and tz’daka - righteous generosity for the sake 
of others.  This is exactly why the mitzvot of Purim include 
giving gifts to others and providing meals for those in need.  
Joy, therefore, is meant to be spread throughout this month 
and also spread throughout our community and world. 
 
Wishing you an Adar filled with simcha/joy! 

Threat to LGBTQ Community of New  

Conservative Government in Israel 
by Stuart Sotsky  

 The Jewish Federations of North America has recently 
sponsored a national webinar on the threat to the LGBT 
community represented by the newly elected right-wing coa-
lition government in Israel.  The current president of the 
JFNA, Julia Platt, is the mother of two gay sons, and empha-
sized that the new conservative religious coalition is of con-
cern, not only to LGBTQ Jews, but all non-Orthodox and 
secular Jews in Israel.  The panel included Ethan Felson, 
executive director of A Wider Bridge, the organization that 
advocates for equality in Israel and for Israel and is the larg-
est grant-making organization for LGBTQ groups in Israel, 
as well as Norit Shah, the president of Agudah, the first and 
largest LGBTQ organization in Israel which lobbies the 
Knesset and the municipal governments. 
 Unlike in the United States, in Israel LGBTQ centers 
and organizations receive most of their funding from the 
government and most of the substantial legal and social pro-
gress for LGBTQ people has been rooted in the decisions of 
the judiciary, particularly the generally liberal Supreme 
Court, rather than laws enacted by the Knesset.  The Court 
has protected individual rights against LGBTQ discrimina-
tion in a wide 
range of areas including employment, education, partnership, 
parenting, adoption, surrogacy, and psychosocial  

Continued on page 7 
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To Be Alone Outdoors Each Day 
 
Power of the Universe, grant me the 
ability to be alone. 
 
May it be my custom to go outdoors 
each day among the trees and grass, 
among all growing things, and there 
may I meditate and enter into private 
prayer, to talk with the One to whom I 
belong and to express everything in my 
heart. 
 
And may all the foliage of the field, all grasses, trees and plants, awake 
at my arrival and send their power and their vitality into the words of my 
conversation and prayer. 
 
May all growing things complete my prayer and make my words whole, 
through their power and life and spirit that reaches toward their Root 
above. 
 

Rabbi Nachman of Bratzlav 
Sh’vat Va-Yinafash, page 403 

 

New Member Shabbat  - Friday, February 10, 2023  

We are blessed to have a number of new members in our community this 
year.  Join us as Bet Mishpachah lays out the welcome mat for our newest 
members. Help them feel like part of the family. Whatever their reasons for 
choosing our congregation, whether to enhance their Jewish traditions and 
education, participate in our programs and committees, or make new friend-
ships, Bet Mishpachah is committed to fostering a welcoming atmosphere.  
We can share our smiles and thank our newest members for joining. And to 
you, our wonderful new members: Please, don’t be shy getting to know us 
and allowing us to come to know you.  Services will be in-person at the 
EDCJCC and via Zoom, with the meeting link in the weekly electronic 
newsletter, “This Week and Beyond.”  We look forward to seeing you on 
February 10th! 

Special Congregational Meeting 

Virtual only—Sunday, February 26th at 1:00 pm 

  
We will not be meeting in person but only via Zoom, meeting ID:  86277055056.  The Board is requesting the 
Special Congregational Meeting of the Bet Mishpachah membership in order to amend the Bylaws so that the 
incoming Board will not be hampered by the current quorum requirements for meetings.  Please attend this 
Special Congregational Meeting to discuss the proposed amendment and to vote whether or not to adopt it.  

Toda Raba, Bet Mishpachah Board of Directors 
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Parashat Yitro 
Drash by Eva Freund, February, 2018 

 

You and I may consider the internet to be the 
. However,  

complex that 
only the texts can answer all human questions. This is where they turn 
when seeking answers to both mundane and esoteric questions. 

 

In this week's Parashat, Yitro, father-in-law of Moses, suggests an adaptive 
order to understand and respond responsibly to fresh challenges.   

It was Yitro who, after watching for a day, suggested to Moses that he would wear himself 
It was Yitro, who gave Moses the idea of having a  

system of  judges. Yitro, a 
set up a system that would become the hall-

mark of Jewish notions of justice and  

the delegation,     
distribution, and democratization of leadership. Only God can rule  

you are doing is not good.” This is one of only two instances in the Torah 
where the words lo tov, "not good" appear. The other time is in Genesis, Chapter II, where God says, "It is not good 
for the human to be alone." Just as we cannot lead alone, we  

 take-away 
from this is that the Israelites were called upon to be a nation of  

leave leadership to a single individual or to an elite group. Each was expected to be both a prince and a 
servant and every single one was called upon to be a  

Here in Bet Mishpachah do we have leaders or do we have servant-leaders, and Those 
who are seen as servant-leaders often exhibit the same four characteristics: 

 

Although it is sometimes a painful process, 
honesty and humility can also be 

 

 

Leadership requires risk. A servant-leader embodies the qualities of 
challenges, wherever they are found. The mindset and confidence of the kind of 

leader that can address uncertainty can only be gained through  

 

Servant-leaders are inspiring and positive role models because the most powerful directions they give are the ones 
that are unspoken. Leading by example, a leader does not ask people to be or do anything they themselves have not 
already accomplished or are willing to accomplish or  be themselves. In so doing they bring out the creative genius 
in others  
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Jewish Homosexuals form Synagogue, Bet Mishpachah 

By Marianne Bernhard , December 29, 1979, Washington Post 

David Green always loved the Jewish religion, but he stopped going to his synagogue a few years ago when he could no 
longer bear what he calls the "'have I got a nice girl for you' atmosphere." "How do you tell a rabbi or a well-intentioned 
mother that you're gay?" he asked. 

But now, the Library of Congress employee attends the weekly services of the Bet Mishpachah synagogue, which meets 
in a D.C. Methodist church. Bet Mishpachah is a synagogue for homosexuals. The synagogue, whose name means 
"House of the Family," is one of nine like it in major American cities. 

It got its start four years ago when a small group of Jewish homosexuals, unhappy with their synagogues' emphasis on 
the family, began meeting in each other's homes to worship together. Now, with a paid membership of 80 -- including 
many lawyers, doctors and other professionals -- the congregation meets in the basement or sanctuary of Christ Church, 
a United Methodist church at 900 Fourth St. SW. 

At the start of the Sabbath on Friday evenings, members arrive for services more than 30 minutes early, to meet with 
their friends and pick up literature on gay causes. Once the service begins, they recite the traditional prayers in Hebrew 
and in English, but change words like "king" to "ruler" and "fathers" to "parents." "I'm gay, but I'm a Jew first," said one 
woman, when asked why she attends Bet Mishpachah. "All I want is to be able to worship where I don't have to hide my 
true feelings." 

"I'm tired of wondering who knows and who doesn't know," added a male member. "I have to put up a front all day in 
work. I'm not going to do it when I'm worshiping, too." Instead of a rabbi, a member of the congregation leads the ser-
vices, a practice that is acceptable under Jewish tradition. He calls on members of the congregation by name to read pas-
sages throughout the service and when there is no guest speaker, he delivers a sermon -- usually based more heavily on 
his own personal experiences than on the Bible. 

After announcements about synagogue finances and future activities, members wish each other a happy Sabbath and the 
service is over. But no one leaves. Instead, members linger for hours, talking and laughing over coffee and cookies. 

Gay Jews have a more difficult time practicing their religion than gay Christians do, says Allen Bennett, who says he is 
one of about 40 gay rabbis in the country -- although the only public one. Bennett, who heads a synagogue for gays in 
San Francisco, visited Bet Mishpachah recently as part of an East Coast trip to promote better communication among 
gay synagogues and between those synagogues and the Jewish hierarchy. "Christians put the church first and the family 
second. Jews put the family first, and since Americans don't see homosexuality as family-oriented, we're out in left 
field," he said. 

Rabbi Seymour Siegel, chairman of the committee of Jewish law at the Rabbinical Assembly, the governing body of 
Conservative Judaism -- the largest in this country -- said that although homosexuals are not barred from joining syna-
gogues, the assembly opposes organizing synagogues in which members have "unacceptable" behavior. "We consider 
homosexuality unacceptable behavior," he said. 

Orthodox Judaism also disapproves of separate congregations for homosexuals. But the Reform movement approved the 
affiliation of a gay synagogue in Los Angeles six years ago and a Reform official said others would also be approved if 
they applied.  Bet Mishpachah's current president said that the synagogue enjoys a "pretty supportive" relationship with 
other local synagogues and rabbis, but so far, its members have not pushed to affiliate with a national Jewish movement. 

Several women members said they were attracted to the Bet Mishpachah, because, as women, they feel alienated by tra-
ditional synagogues. "Women are second-class citizens in Judaism," said Jocelyn Kaplan, an insurance saleswoman 
from Silver Spring. "They don't come to services and they're not accustomed to playing a role in the religion." Another 
woman, who is the president of Washington's Gay Community Center, said there are many more women than men who 
"don't feel Jewish" because they [women] are not a big part of the religion. But, they said, they're attracted to Bet Mish-
pachah because its women members participate equally with men.                                                      Continued on page 5 
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Rabbi Jake’s Winter and Spring Classes 
 

Rabbi Jake will be teaching a wonderful variety of 
class topics this winter and spring.  These classes are 
free-standing events.  Join us for one or all.   The 
Saturday classes will be held following Shabbat 
morning services both in-person at the Edlavitch 
D.C. Jewish Community Center and virtually. The 
Wednesday classes will be held virtually only. 
 
An Introduction to Jewish 
Mystical Thought - 
Kabbalah 101 - Wednesday, 
February 8, 2023,  
at 7:30 pm.  Jewish mysticism 
is mysterious to many.  We 
know it exists, but what is it?  
Kabbalah attempts to better 
understand the essence of 
God and how we as humans 
can relate to Ein Sof - the One 
who is without end.  We’ll examine some of these 
core ideas and the ways in which they play a role in 
contemporary Jewish life. 
 
A Deep Dive into the Haggada - Saturday,  
March 25, 2023, at 12:30 pm.  Haggada literally 
translates to “telling.”  This text helps us tell the 
story of our own liberation at the Pesach Seder.  
However, it isn’t just the story as it appears in the 
book of Exodus.  There is an order to the telling and 
to the meal, with songs, rabbinic tales, and 
instructions for eating.  Let’s take a look at why our 
Seder looks the way it does, and uncover the greater 
lessons that the Haggada tries to teach us each year. 
 
Elisha ben Abuya - The Story of An 
Excommunicated Rabbi - Wednesday, April 19, 
2023, at 7:30 pm.  There is a rabbi in Talmudic 
literature known as “Acher/The Other.”  Elisha ben 
Abuya was shunned by his community, but why?  
How did the exiled rabbi come to be an outcast, and 
how do we draw boundaries for Jewish communities 
today?  His story inspired the wonderful book, As a 
Driven Leaf and can teach us something as well. 
 

The Zoom invitations will appear closer to their 

dates in the weekly newsletter, “This Week and 

Beyond,” and on our Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/betmish.  Classes are always 

free for members of Bet Mishpachah.  There is a 

suggested donation of $10 for nonmembers which 

may be made on our website. 

Bet Mishpachah forms        Continued from page 4 

The synagogue regularly features guest speakers -- Bennett 
one week, the parent of a former Bet Mishpachah member 
another week. In his speech, Bennett told Bet Mishpachah 
members that for years, many Bible stories have been mis-
interpreted as having anti-homosexual themes. For instance, 
he said, the story of Sodom and Gomorrah is usually told in 
terms of God setting fire to those cities because of the resi-
dents' orgiastic behavior -- the word "sodomy" is derived 
from the passage. Bennett, however, contended that the sto-
ry really is about the Bedouin code of hospitality. He also 
kept the congregation laughing with tales of life as a homo-
sexual rabbi. 

"In New York," he said, "they thought I was an anti-Semite, 
posing as a homosexual and a rabbi. In Philadelphia, they 
had the largest turnout ever at the synagogue to see the 
freak show -- the traveling gay rabbi." Bennett said he was 
disappointed that many of the gay Jews in Washington pre-
fer to keep "straight fronts." But he said he realized that 
Washington is not San Francisco, which for gays, he said, is 
"a suburb of Heaven." 

A Drash for Parashat Yitro          

 

Any person in a servant-leader position is not there for 
his or her own sake, but for the sake of the people they 
lead. A selfless leader lives by universal principles, rec-
ognizing the equal and inalienable rights given to each 
person    by the same Creator. A leader who lives for the 
sake of others can cultivate empathy, compassion and an 
expansive world view. This enables them to understand  
and communicate alternative perspectives, creating path-
ways for innovation and development in the local com-
munity. 

Neither Bet Mishpachah nor our LGBTQ community 
has ever left its leadership to a single individual or to an 
elite group. Some of us have developed our leadership 
skills in the outside world and brought those skills to 
Bet Mishpachah. Others of us have developed our skills 
within Bet Mishpachah and taken those skills to the wid-
er community. We have strived to act responsibly and to 
gain information both from the wisdom of Torah and 
from the wisdom and experiences outside of Torah. 

As one of my nephews said, “We are the people of the 
book, but we can't take the book as the end all or be all. 
We need to focus on the people as was done in Yitro. 
When we looked to the outside world look at how 
much we gained.” (Daniel  Solomon) 

 
Copyright ©2021 Eva Freund. All rights reserved. No part of this book 
may be reproduced or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic 
or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information 
storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the au-
thor  

http://www.facebook.com/betmish
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December Donations 
 We appreciate the generosity of our members 
and friends, and recognize them for their support.  
 
Operating Fund 
Mark David Agrast 
Alex Alpert 
Douglas Auerbach 
Isaac Belfer 
Joel Berelson 
Wendy Bernstein 
Alexandra Carter 
Keith Cohen 
Nathaniel Deutsch 
Andres Doernberg 
Bruce Frishman 
Miriam Eisenstein and Carol Stern 
Marc Bransky 
Eva Freund and Elke Martin 
Jerry Goldberg 
Jeffrey Nakrin 
Joshua Maxey 
M Levine 
Davi LaBarre 
Sarah Kolick 
Maxine Klane 
Isaac & Leah M. Potts Foundation 
Lois Osler 
Ruth Potts 
Laurie Schneider 
Gena Schoen 
Rabbi Bob and Loretta Saks 
Susan Silber 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Warren Snaider 
Fran Sneider and Beth Cohen 
A.R. Weinstock 
Steven Weinberg 
Floyd Taub 
Neal Strauss 
Stuart Sotsky 
Noah Wofsy 
Charles Stewart 
Joseph Pomper, in honor of Past Presidents 
Joseph Pomper, in memory of his father 

Sandor and Florene Bernstein, on the yartzeits of   
 Abraham Cohen, Goldie Sycowiski, Selma 
 Sadofsky, Maurice Bernstein and Leah Bernstein 
Ruth Eisenberg and Leti Gomez, in honor of  
 Morris Umansky 
Barry Friedman, in memory of Harry and  
 Sarah Friedman 
Barry Friedman, in memory of Reverend Samuel and 
 Rose Mendelson 
Susan Garner, in honor of Deb Hyman and  
 Paula Morris 
Mindy Gasthalter, in honor of Elke Martin for making 
 two hats to keep her head warm 
Mindy Gasthalter, in honor of Joseph Pomper 
 
High Holy Days 
Andrea Jennetta 
Michael Hoffman 
 
Richard Kopley Emergency Assistance Fund 
Joseph Pomper, in memory of his grandmother 
 
Joel and Murray Woldman Kiddush and  
 Oneg Fund 
Rachel Wolkowitz, in honor of Rick Bowman 
 
Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund 
Devra Floyd 
Steven Frank 
Rachel Wolkowitz, in memory of  
 Joyce Retchin Rogers 
Rod Ross, in honor of Martin Robinson as  
 December 25th host 
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     Thank You to Our February  
Service Leaders  

Friday, February 3: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, February 10: Paula Morris and  
 Robyn Helzner 
Saturday, February 11: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, February 17: TBD 
Friday, February 24:  Allan Armus 
Saturday, February 25: Marc Bernstein and  
 Jeff Burka 
 

Thank you to our January  
Service Leaders  

Friday, January 6: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, January 13:  Rachel Wolkowitz and  
 Rabbi Ben Shalva with Neela Taub (drash) and 
 Eryca Kasse (drumming)  
Saturday, January 14:  Marc Bernstein and  
 Jeff Burka 
Friday, January 20: Louis Blank 
Friday, January 27: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Saturday, January 28: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and 
 Allan Armus 
 

February Anniversaries 
 Alvin Stern and Angelo Sierra 

Betty Milgram and Beverly Deppen  
Suzanne Wandersman and Denise Leish 

Dena Lebowitz and Dee Smith 

February Birthdays  
Michael Brophy 
Edward Comer 

Alex Ford 
Davina Friedmann 

Erica Gloger 
Patrick Gossett 

Barry Kropf 
Arthur Leabman 
Dena Lebowitz 
Barbara Lewis 

Elke Martin 
Nancy Polikoff 
Joseph Pomper 
Michael Singer 
Fran Sneider 

Morris Umansky 
Suzanne Wandersman 

 Continued from page 1 
services.  In a dominant culture that values child-rearing and expansion of the Jewish population, the preponderance of 
LGBTQ couples and families has contributed to widespread acceptance and inclusion within the larger secular and non-
Orthodox society, including the military.  Isaac Herzog, the President of Israel, had been supportive of the LGBTQ com-
munity and met with its representatives.  In the past, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has sought to make an exam-
ple of the Israeli record on human rights for LGBTQ people in contrast to the surrounding Arab countries, in response to 
criticism on its record on Palestinian rights, which some have criticized as a cynical effort at “pink-washing.” 
 Now the new coalition government with major Ultra-Orthodox and extreme conservative partners in significant cabi-
net ministries seeks to radically “reform” the judiciary, permitting overturning the decisions of the Supreme Court with a 
simple majority vote of the Knesset.  Despite the fact that the new Likud Speaker of the Knesset, Amir Ohana, is an 
openly gay husband and father, he may not be able to protect established LGBTQ rights from reversal by the coalition 
majority.  The most outspoken ministers have advocated withdrawal of financial support from LGBTQ educational, so-
cial programs and organizations and redirecting them to yeshivas, in support of Orthodox men to study Torah and not 
work or serve in the military.  Some have advocated reconsideration of the status of non-Orthodox and interfaith mar-
riages and even the definition of Jewish identity in the established right of return to Israel. Calls from LGBTQ people to 
Israeli hotlines have tripled since the election.  Families of LGBTQ youth have felt attacked by the hateful rhetoric and 
violence as well as support for so-called conversion therapy.  LGBTQ refugees from Ukraine and Russia have had     
increasing difficulty accessing support services. 
 In response, the Agudah has shifted efforts from the national to the municipal governments.  A Wider Bridge has 
strengthened its political and educational efforts in publications, petitions, marches and protests. The JFNA and its mem-
ber organizations have continued their support for individual LGBTQ organizations as part of its overall efforts on hu-
man rights, diversity and inclusion in Israel.  As individuals and as a Congregation through the Board and Social Action 
Committee, should we not increase our support for the efforts of the JFNA, A Wider Bridge, and the Agudah to stand up 
to the dangerous political threat posed by an increasingly nationalist, theocratic government in Israel? 
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to: 

Brian Parks on the loss of his mother, Margaret Parks 

Davina Friedmann on the loss of her brother, Daryl Friedmann 

Marty Shayt, friend of Bet Mishpachah 

Member Yartzeits  
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, January 27 and 28 (Yartzeits observed January 27 –          
February 2; 5-11 Shevat)     
Geoffrey Ford, Father of Alex Ford      January 27   
Rose Lev, Aunt of Larry Neff        January 30   
Anne Ross, Mother of Rodney Ross      January 31  (9 Shevat) 
Selma Sandofsky, Sister of Sandor Bernstein   January 31  (9 Shevat) 
Robert Cole, Friend of Joel Berelson      February 1   
Fred Barron, Friend of Ruth Potts      February 2  (11 Shevat) 
Sandra Kaplan, Mother of Daniel Kaplan    February 2 (11 Shevat) 
 
Announced Friday, February 3 (Yartzeits observed February 3-9; 12-18 Shevat)    
Davida Fortinsky, Mother of James Fortinsky   February 3   
Ruth Hochberg, Grandmother of Marlene Cohen    February 3 (12 Shvat) 
Peter Gingrich, Friend of Larry Neff      February 4    
Walter Hamilton, Friend of Alex Carter     February 4    
Adeline Kaplan, Mother of Jocelyn Kaplan    February 4    
Albert Potts, Uncle of Ruth Potts       February 5  (14 Shvat) 
Harvey Wander, Father of Elyse Wander     February 5  (14 Shvat) 
Scott Greenfield, Cousin of Eryca Kasse     February 6  (15 Shvat) 
Eugene Kaplan, Father of Jocelyn Kaplan    February 6    
Michael Burbank, Partner of Joel Berelson    February 8     
Sidney Kaplan, Father of Daniel Kaplan     February 8   (17 Shvat) 
Eva and Leah Munzer, Sisters of Al Munzer    February 8   (17 Shvat) 
Barbara Kupferberg, Aunt of Andi Kasarsky    February 9    
Jeanne Zinnanti, Aunt of Alex Carter      February 9    
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, February 10 & 11 (Yartzeits observed February 10-16;  
19-25 Shevat)    
Maxwell Cohen, Father of Keith Cohen     February 10   
Doris Taub, Mother of Neela Taub      February 10   
Howard Bollinger, Uncle of Charles Stewart    February 11   
Morris Sachs, Grandfather of Thomas Sachs    February 11   
Marian Sotsky, Aunt of Stuart Sotsky     February 11 (20 Shvat) 
Joseph Budaszewitz, Father of Philip Budashewitz    February 12 (21 Shvat) 
Rose Gordon, Aunt of Warren Snaider     February 12 (21 Shvat) 
Gene Silber, Father of Susan Silber      February 12   
Esther, Grandmother of Dena Lebowitz     February 13   
Freida Gottesman, Grandmother of Andi Kasarsky  February 13   
Esther Kahn, Aunt of Beverly Nissenbaum    February 13 (22 Shvat) 
Anne Lehman, Aunt of Michael Hoffman    February 13 (22 Shvat) 
David London, Grandfather of Scott Reiter    February 13   
Gertrude Umansky, Mother of Morris Umansky   February 13   
Rose Rosenfeld, Grandmother of Georgia Korn   February 15   
Bella Barlas, Grandmother of Judy Barlas    February 16   
Alex Woldman, Grandfather of Murray Woldman    February 16 (25 Shvat) 
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Member Yartzeits  - continued 
 

Announced Friday, February 17 (Yartzeits observed February 17-23; 26 Shevat-2 Adar)    
Adele Cohen, Mother of Marlene Cohen     February 17 (26 Shvat) 
Edna Goldman, Grandmother of Brian Parks    February 17   
Frances Roberts, Grandmother of Alan Carb    February 17   
Jennie Weber, Grandmother of Denise Leish    February 17   
Milton Carb, Father of Alan Carb       February 18 (27 Shvat) 
Leon Goldberg, Father of Barbara Goldberg    February 18 (27 Shvat) 
Goldie  Sycowski, Aunt of Florene Bernstein   February 18 (27 Shvat) 
Emilio Gómez, Father of Letitia Gómez     February 19   
Stanley Lehman, Uncle of Michael Hoffman    February 19 (28 Shvat) 
Daniel Dishon, Dear Friend of Jutta Brettschneider    February 20   
Rolf Frischmuth, Cousin of Elke Martin     February 20   
Cordell Olive, Cousin of Devra Floyd     February 20   
Richard Saffer, Uncle of Alicia Saffer     February 20   
Harold Schuetz, Grandfather of Mary Hubbard   February 21   
Ray Umansky, Cousin of Morris Umansky    February 21   
Maurice Bernstein, Father and Grandfather of Sandor Bernstein and Marc Bernstein February 23 (2 Adar) 

 
 

Announced Friday and Saturday, February 24 & 25 (Yartzeits observed February 24 –  
March 2; 3-9 Adar)    
Victoria Green, Cousin of Thomas Sachs     February 24   
Charles Helburn, Father of Jennifer Helburn    February 24   
Sylvia Jacobson, Grandmother of Andrew Abrams   February 24   
Minnie Kasse, Grandmother of Eryca Kasse    February 24 (3 Adar) 
Fayga Most Andreadis, Cousin of Morris Umansky  February 24   
Alfonso Tarabochia, Father of Catherine Tarabochia  February 24   
Elizabeth Hyman, Mother of Batya Hyman    February 26   
Mel Blanck, Cousin of Louis Blank      February 28   
Henry Noretsky, Father of Martin Noretsky    February 28   
Chantawat Srisuwan, Brother-in-law of Robert Margrave and David Fox February 28   
Mickey Casel, Cousin of Larry Neff      March 1 
Jonathan Greene, Cousin of Thomas Sachs    March 1   
Lisa Londner, Sister-in-law of Hank Londner   March 1   
Israel Stern, Father of Alvin Stern      March 2  (9 Adar) 
Ned Umansky, Uncle of Morris Umansky    March 2    
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Shabbat Services  
Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services 
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay 
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our 
website for details.  The Zoom meeting number will be 
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and 
Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services 
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion 
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor 
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/85094BAFAC28A3FC1-
erev. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our 
weekly email. 
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
location and number of expected attendees 
to administrator@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of GLBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch 
and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 
 
Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to 
announce a death in your family, 
email bereavement@betmish.org. 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah.  The newsletter is 
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles, 
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of 
the month prior to publication to 
administrator@betmish.org. 
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, 
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well 
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email newsletter, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website 
at www.betmish.org with information about our 
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our 
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites 
of interest. 
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our 
editorial or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for new members, 
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the 
DC metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to membershipdirector@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — 
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim 
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is 
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive 
the information. Please email us 
at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 
Women’s Outreach Program 
On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 we pour 
our favorite beverage to go along with our own 
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and 
conversation. We continue to gather virtually every week 
and may try an in-person option soon. If you have any 
questions contact programmingdirector@betmish.org  
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.          
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and 
we welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-
binary people.  

https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ..................................  ..............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  ..............................  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Mitchell Haymes  .............................  ..............................  president@betmish.org  
   Rabbinic Liaison Committee:  Al Munzer 
 
Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  .........................  ..............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Whitney Babash  .............................  ..............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:   .........................  ..............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris .........  ..............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

High Holy Days: Paula Morris & Rachel Hamberger  .....................  hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter  ....................  ..............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris ......   .............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 

Director of Membership:  Deb Hyman................  ..............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
   Strategic Planning Task Force: Deb Hyman 
 
Director of Operations ....................................... …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator  ............................  ..............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Coordinator  ..................................  ..............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd ...................  sign@betmish.org  

 
Director of Programming ...................................  ..............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  ..............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ....................  ..............................  education@betmish.org  

 
Director of Community Affairs: Brian Parks ........  ..............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Jewish Community Relations Council representative: Stuart Sotsky 
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Bruce Horowitz  ..........................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger……………………….. ..  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Barbara Lewis  ............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee: Allan Armus .................  ..............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  .........  ..............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: James Radack ........................ ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  
Keshet Rising .................................................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 

 
STAFF 

Executive Director:  Joshua Maxey ...................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. .............  administrator@betmish.org 
 


