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Washington DC’s Egalitarian Synagogue Embracing a Diversity of Sexual and Gender Identities 

Applications are being submitted now, interviews 
will begin soon, and the hope is for the position to be 
filled by March. 

5. The board is working with Rabbi Jake to extend his 
contract beyond June 30, 2022.  Negotiations are 
underway and the board expects to have this 
completed by the end of January. 

6. We had a very successful fundraising campaign for 
our new Machzor, Chadeish Yameinu, that raised 
more than $40,000. 

 
 I am confident that Mitchell Haymes will continue 
moving the congregation forward with the new board and 
that we will see many other positive accomplishments 
and successes under his leadership.  The board is still 
seeking a Director of Operations to serve for one year, 
and if you are interested and want to be a part of the 
positive energy, commitment, focus, dedication and 
wonderful camaraderie of the folks who lead this 
congregation, please email president@betmish.org. 
 
 I cannot thank the congregation enough for having 
given me the opportunity to be its President for the last 
two years. 

President’s Message 

By Mindy Gasthalter 
 
 This is my last article 
for Mishpachah Members’ 
Monthly as President of the 
congregation.  For those of 
you who are newer to Bet 
Mishpachah than I am (I 
joined in 1996), this is the 
completion of my fourth 
year as President.  I was 
President from 1999 – 
2001, and then again for 
the last two years, 2020 
and 2021.   
 
 I am so grateful to the congregation for having 
given me the opportunity to serve again.  At first, I was 
apprehensive about accepting, but once I did, I was 
excited about trying to move our beloved congregation 
forward.  It was challenging – hello Covid – but I think 
we, and not just me but our entire board, worked 
together as a team always with the best interests of the 
congregation and our members at the forefront of every 
decision.  I want to highlight several key 
accomplishments:  
 
1. We successfully moved from in-person services, to 

on-line services and then to hybrid services which 
are both in-person and on-line. 

2. We held High Holy Day services in 2020 on-line, 
and then to hybrid services in 2021.  There were no 
easy decisions, but the board, the High Holy Day 
Chairs, the High Holy Day Technical Committee 
and everyone else involved, managed to do what 
was needed to ensure our services were beautiful 
and meaningful, no matter the format. 

3. The Strategic Planning Task Force worked 
tirelessly under the leadership of Deb Hyman, and 
facilitated by Rabbi JoHanna Potts, to create the 
document that will guide us over the next three to 
five years.  The culmination of that process was to 
realize that we need to hire a half-time Executive 
Director. 

4. Nat Deutsch is chairing the HR Committee that has 
drafted and posted the job description.  
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The Memorial Scrolls Trust has lent rescued Holocaust 
Torahs to congregations all over the world.  Bet Mishpa-

chah is fortunate to have received one from the Czech 
Republic a number of years ago. 
 

We are guardians of this Torah and support the work 
done by the Trust.  Next time you are at services and 
you wish to see this historic Torah, ask one of the ser-

vice leaders.  To learn more, go to memorialscroll-
strust.org 

mailto:president@betmish.org
mailto:info@memorialscrollstrust.org
mailto:info@memorialscrollstrust.org
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Thinking of membership at Bet 
Mishpachah? 
 

Membership is an opportunity to 
develop friendships, learn, become 
involved in your heritage, and 
support the only LGBTQ synagogue 
in the Washington, DC area.   
To join Bet Mishpachah is easy; just 
visit www.betmish.org today.   
 
Questions, e-mail 
membershipdirector@betmish.org  

Keshet Rising: Happy Hour Gathering 
 

Keshet Rising: A Gathering of Queer Jews from Gen X to Gen Z 
Happy Hour Gathering  
 
Join us for a nosh before Erev Shabbat services and 
Mizmor Shabbat with Robyn Helzner on Friday, 

February 12th at 6:45 pm.  We will meet at Trio, 
1537 17th St NW, Washington, DC 20036 and then 

walk together to the EDCJCC to start Shabbat to-
gether at 8:00 pm.  Questions?  Please contact 
yp@betmish.org  

Looking for ways to be involved with Bet Mishpachah? 
 
We have multiple ways in which you can be involved in our community.  
Every month we highlight a committee or two and are always on the look 

out for new insights, ideas and contributors.  Maybe you are interested in 
Education? Bikkur Cholim? Hospitality?  Religious Affairs?  We are con-

stantly updating to our congregation’s needs and interests.  Committees 
formed in the past two years include Strategic Planning Task Force, 
Keshet Rising and Budget Committee.  You can give as much or as little 

time as your schedule allows. 
 
Interested in more information?  See the last page of this newsletter for 
contact information or email administrator@betmish.org 

Book Group News 
 
The Bet Mishpachah Book Group will meet 
on Thursday, February 24, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 
to discuss A Ritchie Boy by Linda 

Kass.  Loosely based on the experiences of 
the author’s father, the novel is set during the 
dawn of World War II and the following dec-

ade.  It is the tale of one young immigrant's 
triumph over adversity as he journeys from 
Europe to America, and from boyhood to 

manhood.  Eli Stoff and his parents, Austrian Jews, escape to America in 
1938 just after Germany takes over their homeland.  Eli enlists in the US 
Army and, given his understanding of German language and culture, joins 

other young men -- like him, many of them Jewish -- who were trained at 
Camp Ritchie, a military facility in Maryland, to work undercover for the 
Allies in Intelligence and special operations on the European front.  Dif-

ferent characters tell interrelated stories that weave together to form a co-
hesive narrative about the circumstances and people Eli encounters from 
Vienna to New York, from Ohio to Maryland to war-torn Europe, before 

he returns to new country to set down roots.  Please 
email bookgroup@betmish.org for Zoom meeting information. 

http://www.betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:bookgroup@betmish.org
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A D’rash from the Past    -   Parashat Tetzaveh, by Eva Freund 2017 
 

 

 

 The priests were essential to ancient Israel. They gave religious life its 

 

 

 

1. 
 

2. 
 

3. 
 

4. Leaders learn. Study makes the difference between the statesman 
 

5. Leadership means believing in the people you lead. Teaching   
6. Leadership involves a sense of timing and pace. Transformation  takes time, often more 

than a single generation. 
7. Leadership is stressful and emotionally demanding. Leaders lead 

 

everyone to hear the existential urgency in the voice.  Tonight, I urge 
you to hear the existential urgency in the voices of those around  you - the voices of the weak, the disenfran-
chised, and the "other." They need you -- for they are powerless. To lead is to serve. To be called "eved Ha-
shem," (God's servant) is the highest honor. We can do this. 

YACHOL NUCHAL!! (YES, WE CAN!) 

 
"Copyright ©2021 Eva Freund. All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic or me-
chanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the author." 
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Bet Mishpachah Committee Highlights 
By Joel Wind 
 
Every month we will present two committees. The 
descriptions are brief and to the point and indicate 
how to contact the committee chair. This month we 
present Bereavement Support and Bikur Cholim. 
 

 

Bereavement Support 

Bet Mishpachah is available to lead and/or arrange 
for a funeral, shiva, memorial, or unveiling 
service.  We partner with the Jewish Funeral 
Practices Committee of Greater Washington. We 
have made arrangements with local funeral homes 
to provide a respectful funeral in keeping with 
Jewish traditions at a modest cost. And we have 
volunteer bereavement support coordinators in 
Maryland, DC, and Northern Virginia.  If the need 
arises, or to volunteer to assist in this important 
communal service, please contact Rachel 
Hamberger at bereavement@betmish.org for an 
immediate response. 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick) 

In order to provide support and comfort to members 
of the congregation in times of illness or 
hospitalization, Bet Mishpachah created Bikur 
Cholim. Support takes many forms such as visiting 
you, bringing you food, taking you to an 
appointment, or just talking to you on the phone. If 
you become ill or know of another member who is 
ill, please let us know.  If you are interested in 
becoming a member of the Bikur Cholim committee 
and are available to visit or assist ill members of 
our congregation, please contact Leti Gómez at 
bikurcholim@betmish.org.  
 
Next month we present the Book Readers’ Group 
and the Cemetery Committee. 

Rabbi Jake’s Winter & Spring Classes 
 
What do the “Shabbat morning ser-
vice,” “G-d’s pronouns,” “making 
Midrash,” and “mythical creatures” 
all have in common?  They are all 
great topics for Rabbi Jake’s winter 
and spring classes.  Join us for one 
or all of them. 
 
Does G-d Have Pronouns? A 
Three-Part Workshop Together 
with Hill Havurah 
Join Bet Mishpachah and Hill Havurah for an exploration of 
prayer, gender, and why it matters.  We started with a Havda-
la where we geo to know each other and explore our relation-
ship to prayer experiences - good, bad, and in between.  We'll 
continue with two virtual text studies; one exploring each of 
our communities' machzorim and the values and hopes that 
went into their creation, and another looking more broadly at 
how we navigate the gendered language of prayer - featuring 
inclusive liturgist Brin Solomon! 
 
Session 2:  Wednesday, February 2, 2022, from 7:30-9:00 
pm.  (Via Zoom.) 
Session 3:  Wednesday, February 9, 2022, from 7:30-9:00 
pm.  (Via Zoom.) 
 
Making Midrash - Saturday, March 12, 2022, at 12:00 pm 
following the morning service.  (In-person at the EDCJCC 
and streaming.) The Torah doesn't tell us everything we want 
to know about the stories and characters within it, and so, 
Jewish scholars tell stories about stories in the Torah.  
Throughout the centuries, they have filled in the gaps by uti-
lizing the hints from the text as well as their imaginations.  
This is Midrash. We'll look at the process of creating mid-
rashic literature, and even try our hands at it!   
 
Mythical Creatures in Jewish Text and Tradition - 
Wednesday April 6, 2022, at 7:30 pm.  (Via Zoom.) 
We continue our exploration of Jewish texts from throughout 
history that speak of supernatural beings and their influences 
on Jewish ritual and life.  In the fall, we discovered the depth 
of our traditions surrounding angels and Satan and demons.  
This spring, we look at mythical creatures that appear in the 
TaNaKH as well as rabbinic texts, such as the Leviathan, Ne-
filim (giants from the book of Genesis), Behemoth, and the 
Golem.  What do discussions about these beings teach us 
about our people and our day-to-day lives?   
 
The Zoom invitations will appear closer to their dates in the 
weekly “This Week and Beyond”, on our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/betmish, and our website 
www.betmish.org.  Classes are always free for members of 
Bet Mishpachah.  There is a suggested donation of $10 for 
non-members which may be made on our website. 

mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
mailto:bikurcholim@betmish.org
http://www.facebook.com/betmish
http://www.betmish.org
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Ritual Objects Fund 
Al Munzer and Joel Wind, in honor of the outgoing and  
  incoming Boards of Director 
Joseph Pomper, in memory of his parents,  
  Dr. Seymour and Judith I. Pomper 
 
Richard Kopley Emergency Assistance Fund 
Michael Chase (non-member) 
 
Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund 
Rod Ross 
 
Operating Fund 
Mitchell Haymes 
Charles Stewart 
Joseph Pomper, in honor of the old and new boards for the 
   (virtual) oneg at Installation Shabbat 
Eva Freund and Elke Martin, in honor of past and future 
   Bet Mish Board members 
Sarajane Garten and Catherine Tarabochia, in memory of 

   Ruth Bear Isaacs 
Mindy Gasthalter, in honor of Noel Elliott's milestone  
   birthday  
Mindy Gasthalter, in honor of installation Shabbat  
JonRobert Johnson, in memory of Wendell and  
   Mina Johnson  
Georgia Korn, in honor of the new Board installation 
Jocelyn Kaplan, in honor of the outgoing and incoming  
   Boards 
Diane Liff, in honor of installation Shabbat 
Scott Reiter and David Vostrizansky, in honor of the old 
   and new boards for installation Shabbat  
Stuart Sotsky, in honor of Larry Neff’s birthday 
Stuart Sotsky, in honor of Al Munzer’s birthday 

 
Year End Donations  
Sandor and Florene Bernstein, in honor of Marc Bernstein 
   and Jeff Burka leading services; and for the  
   Yarzheitim of Leah Bernstein – mother of  
   Sandor Bernstein, Selma Sadopsky – sister of 
   Sandor Bernstein and Abraham Cohen – father 
   of Florene  Bernstein  
Joel Berelson,  in honor of Bet Mishpachah's amazing  
   President, Mindy Gasthalter  
Thomas Sachs, in memory of Frederick Sach           
Roger Schechter and Craig Ziskin, in memory of  
   Alan Ziskin 
 

Paula Morris and Deb Hyman, in honor of Mindy  
  Gasthalter who, as the President of our Board  
  of Directors, has led the congregation well  
Douglas Auerbach        
Louis Blank 
Alexandra Carter   
Keith Cohen           
Nathaniel Deutsch 
James Fortinsky 
Steven Frank and Ed Knight 
Bruce Frishman 
Sarajane Garten and Catherine Tarabochia            
Maxine Klane 
Davi LaBarre 
M Levine 
Barbara Lewis 
Diane Liff and Georgia Korn             
Murray Woldman             
Jeffrey Nakrin 
Ruth Potts 
Robert and Loretta Saks 
Gena Schoen 
Israel Sheinbein      
Susan Silber 
Warren Snaider            
Fran Sneider and Beth Cohen 
Seymour Stern 
Neal Strauss             
Elyse Wander and Judy Retchin      
Steven Weinberg 
Noah Wofsy            

 
Non-Members 
Susan Garner, in honor of Deb Hyman 
Mark Weinberg 
Mary Arras 
Carol Stern 
Robyn Helzner 
Rebecca and David Burka 
Wendy Bernstein 
Isaac and Leah M. Potts Foundation 
Maria Scheinman, in honor of Rod Ross for his  
  volunteering during this last year 
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     Thank You to Our February Service 
Leaders  

 
Friday, February 4: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and  
   Eryca Kasse 
Friday, February 11: Louis Blank and Robyn Helzner 
Saturday, February 12: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, February 18: Allan Armus 
Friday, February 25: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Saturday, February 26: Jeff Burka and Marc Bernstein 
 
 

Although we are not eating at services, consider sponsoring an Oneg Shabbat or Kiddush  
 

Some of us have just starting seeing one another again, and many of us are still at home, but occasions still occur in our 
lives so why not sponsor a virtual Oneg Shabbat or Kiddush now in honor of a simcha, or in memory of a loved one, or 
just because.  Consider making a donation of Chai ($18) or more to the Joel and Murray Woldman Oneg Shabbat and 
Kiddush Fund for these reasons, so that when we are finally able to celebrate being together, there are funds available to 
support our Oneg Shabbats and Kiddush lunches. Your sponsorship 
will be announced at services. 
 
Want to sponsor?  Date are available throughout 2022.  Just sign up 
with administrator@betmish.org.  Kindly donate via the link at: 
http://www.betmish.org/donate or mail a check to Bet Mishpachah, 
P.O. Box 1410, Washington, DC, 20013 

Mazal Tov: 
Rachel Hamberger on completion of her PhD 

Joel Berelson on his recent retirement from the GSA 
after 32 years 

Whitney Babash on her recent retirement  

Thank you to our January Service Leaders  
 

Friday, January 7: Allan Armus 
Saturday, January 8: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, January 14: Al Munzer and Robyn Helzner 
Friday, January 21: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Saturday, January 22: Paula Morris 
Friday, January 28: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  
 

 

February Anniversaries 
  

Alvin Stern and Angelo Sierra 
Mindy Gasthalter and Janine Levin 

Betty Milgram and Beverly Deppen  
Suzanne Wandersman and Denise Leish 

Dena Lebowitz and Dee Smith 

 
February Birthdays  

 
Michael Brophy 
Edward Comer 

Alex Ford 
Davina Friedmann 

Erica Gloger 
Patrick Gossett 

Barry Kropf 
Arthur Leabman 
Dena Lebowitz 
Barbara Lewis 

Elke Martin 
Nancy Polikoff 

Joe Pomper 
Michael Singer 

Fran Sneider 
Morris Umansky 

Suzanne Wandersman 
 

http://www.betmish.org/index.php/donate
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to members who have experienced recent losses: 

Daniel Kaplan, on the loss of his mother, Sandra Kaplan 
Bruce Horowitz, on the loss of his friend, Paul Lieberman 

Michael Aaron Hoffman, on the loss of his maternal aunt, Anne Lehman 

Member Yartzeits 

 

Announced Friday, January 28 (Yartzeits observed January 28 – February 3; 26 Sh’vat – 2 Adar I)  
 
Robert Cole, Friend of Joel Berelson      February 1      
Alois F. Baer, Grandfather of Ellen Levy    February 2    
Lenard Mears, Jr., Member of Bet Mishpachah    February 2     
Davida Fortinsky, Mother of James Fortinsky   February 3  
 
Announced Friday, February 4 (Yartzeits observed February 4 - 10; 26 3 - 9 Adar I)      
 
Peter L. Gingrich, Friend of Larry Neff     February 4      
Walter Hamilton, Friend of Alex Carter     February 4      
Adeline Kaplan, Mother of Jocelyn Kaplan    February 4      
Minnie Kasse, Grandmother of Eryca Kasse    February 4  (Adar 3) 
Eugene Kaplan, Father of Jocelyn Kaplan    February 6    
Louise Zanar, Member of Bet Mishpachah   February 6     
Jeffrey Sarrin, Member of Bet Mishpachah   February 6     
Michael Burbank, Partner of Joel Berelson    February 8      
Barbara Kupferberg, Aunt of Andi Kasarsky   February 9      
Jeanne Zinnanti, Aunt of Alex Carter     February 9      
Maxwell Joseph Cohen, Father of Keith Cohen   February 10      
Doris L. Taub, Mother of Neela Taub     February 10      
Israel Stern, Father of Al Stern       February 10   (Adar 9) 
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, February 11 and 12 (Yartzeits observed February 11 - 17; 10 - 16 
Adar I)  

Howard W. Bollinger, Uncle of Charles Stewart  February 11      
Morris Sachs, Grandfather of Tom Sachs    February 11      
Martin Weinstein, Uncle of Stuart Sotsky    February 11 (Adar 10) 
Gene Robert Silber, Father of Susan Silber    February 12    
Esther, grandmother of Dena Lebowitz     February 13      
Freida Gottesman, Grandmother of Andi Kasarsky  February 13      
David London, Grandfather of Scott Reiter    February 13      
Gertrude Umansky, Mother of Morris Umansky   February 13      
Rose Rosenfeld, Grandmother of Georgia Korn   February 15      
Bella Barlas, Grandmother of Judy Barlas    February 16      
Lori Altman, Aunt of David Fox       February 16 (Adar 15) 
Edna Goldman, Grandmother of Brian Parks   February 17      
Frances Roberts, grandmother of Alan Carb    February 17      
Jennie Weber, Grandmother of Denise Leish   February 17      
Norbert Munzer, Cousin of Al Munzer     February 17 (Adar I 16) 
Bessie Mannheimer, Mother of Barbara Goldberg  February 18 (Adar I 17) 
Arthur Magid, Uncle of Carl Spatz      February 18 (Adar I 17) 
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Member Yartzeits—continued 

 

Announced Friday, February 18 (Yartzeits observed February 18 - 24; 17 - 23 Adar I)  

Rae Beckenstein, Grandmother of Carol Wayman  February 18      
Emilio Gómez, Father of Letitia Gómez     February 19      
Daniel Dishon, dear Friend of Yutta Brettschneider  February 20      
Rolf Frischmuth, Cousin of Elke Martin     February 20      
Cordell Preston Olive, Cousin of Devra Floyd   February 20      
Richard Saffer, Uncle of Alicia Saffer     February 20      
Ray Umansky, Cousin of Morris Umansky    February 21      
Sylvia Youngman, Aunt of Joel Wind     February 22 (Adar I 21) 
Philip Magid, Uncle of Carl Spatz      February 23 (Adar I 22) 
Joseph Lehman, Maternal Grandfather of Michael Aaron Hoffman     February 23 (Adar I 23) 
Victoria Green, Cousin of Tom Sachs     February 24      
Sylvia Jacobson, Grandmother of Andrew Abrams  February 24      
Fayga Bluma Most Andreadis, Cousin of Morris Umansky       February 24      
Alfonso Lorenzo Tarabochia, Father of Catherine Tarabochia      February 24    
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, February 25 and 26 (Yartzeits observed February 25 - March 3; 24 - 30 
Adar I)    

Elizabeth Hyman, Mother of Batya Hyman   February 26      
Daisy B. Levy, Grandmother of Ellen Levy   February 26      
Mel Blanck, Cousin of Louis Blank     February 28      
Henry Noretsky, Father of Martin Noretsky   February 28      
Chantawat (Art) Srisuwan, Brother-in-law of Robert Margrave and David Fox   February 28      
Lisa Londner, Sister-in-law of Hank Londner March 1 
Mickey Casel, cousin of Larry Neff    March 1 
Jonathan Greene, Cousin of Thomas Sachs  March 1 
Ned Umansky, Uncle of Morris Umansky  March 2 
Helene Biscoe Kingsley Freed, Grandmother of Seymour Stern  March 3 
Clarence Garelik, Father of Glenn Garelik  March 2 (Adar I 29) 
Esther Topkis Potts, Aunt of Ruth Potts   March 2 (Adar I 29) 
Murray Eneman, Grandfather of Jeffrey Berns March 3 (Adar I 30) 
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Shabbat Services  
As we return to in-person services, we are limiting the 
number of attendees. Bet Mishpachah will continue to 
stream Shabbat services virtually by Zoom.  Please 
check our website for details.  The Zoom meeting 
number will be in our weekly electronic newsletter, 
“This Week and Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services 
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion 
(in lieu of a sermon). Our regular Friday night Oneg and 
Saturday Kiddush are currently discontinued in person. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and will be included 
in our weekly email broadcast  
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
and number of expected attendees 
to administrator@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of GLBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch 
and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
Secretary — Whitney Babash  
Communications Chair — Mike Goldstein 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, 
Washington, D.C., 20013. The newsletter is sent to 
members and posted on our website. Articles, columns and 
content should be submitted by the 10th of the month prior 
to publication.  Email them to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, 
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well as 
other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email newsletter, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website at www.betmish.org with 
information about our congregation’s current and upcoming 
programs, our rabbi, and our history, as well as links to 
other websites of interest. 
 
Reprints.  Information in any of our publications may be 
reprinted without permission, but acknowledgment of the 
source is required.  
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our editorial 
or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for students, young 
people, new members, and those who live outside the DC 
metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to membershipdirector@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — visiting 
the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim Committee, rabbi, 
or president when you or a relative is hospitalized. We can 
stay informed ONLY if we receive the information. Please 
email us at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 

Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to announce a 
death in your family, email bereavement@betmish.org. 
 
 

mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
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DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ...................................  .............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  .............................  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Mitchell Haymes  ..............................  .............................  president@betmish.org  

Rabbinic Liaison Committee:  Al Munzer .........  .............................  rlc@betmish.org  
 

Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  ..........................  .............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Whitney Babash  ..............................  .............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:  Mike Goldstein  ..  .............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Rachel Wolkowitz  .  .............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

Choir (Tach’shitim):  ........................................  .............................  choirdirector@betmish.org 
High Holy Days: Paula Morris and Joseph Pomper  ......................  hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter .....................  .............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Rachel Wolkowitz  ...........................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 

Director of Membership:  Deb Hyman ................  .............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
   Strategic Planning Task Force: Deb Hyman 
 
Director of Operations ........................................ …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator:   ...........................  .............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Chairperson: Nathaniel Deutsch ....  .............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd  ..................  sign@betmish.org  

 
Director of Programming: Paula Morris  .............  .............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  .............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn .....................  .............................  education@betmish.org  

 
Director of Community Affairs: Brian Parks ........  .............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Jewish Community Relations Council representative: Stuart Sotsky 
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Bruce Horowitz  .........................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger……………………….. ..  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Letitia Gómez  .............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee: Allan Armus .................  .............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  ..........  .............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: James Radack ......................... ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  
Keshet Rising Professionals Outreach: Rachel Wolkowitz ............  yp@betmish.org 

 
STAFF 

Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. ............  administrator@betmish.org 
Congregational Bookkeeper:    Elke Martin 


