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and seriously in need of light. Transphobia is running
By Rabbi Jake Singer- || rampant through the country and even in the Capitol
Beilin Building. Antisemitism is showing its gnarly tenta-
“When I was aboy and I || cles all over the world and close to home. Our cli-
would see scary things in || mate shows no signs of slowing down is disastrous
the news, my mother change, and our national leaders aid in its accelera-
would say to me, "Look || tion. In these moments, there is such a need to en-
for the helpers. You will || gage in righteous action and to believe that we can
always find people who bring some healing to our broken world. In these
are helping.” - Fred Rog- || dark moments, let’s remember the lessons that the
ers shamash tries to teach us:
Share your light with those who can receive it
With Chanukka arriving very soon, let’s consider the || Strive to elevate yourself above the rest and stand

shamash. The shamash is the candle that we light with pride

first when kindling the lights of the chanukia. 1t is Know that you may not be counted or acknowledged,
known as the helper candle, the one that lights all of but you are essential nonetheless

the others, and is there in service to the mitzva and the || Whenever possible, be of service to others. This does
miracle. The shamash is not counted as one of the not diminish your own light, but surrounds you
eight Chanukka candles relating to the eight days that with others who shed light as well

the oil lasted, but is still there for each and every night || If you see someone whose light has gone out, you

of Chanukka. 1t is elevated from the rest, separated have the chance, even the responsibility, to reig-
out for a special role. The chanukia cannot function nite it

without the shamash. No light would show in the
darkness were it not for the shamash. And even after || 1 wish you all a Happy Hanukka filled with light and
it has done its job of lighting all of the candles, it is miracles, service and hope.

not extinguished. It remains lit in case another can-
dles goes out, so that it can reignite the flame and ful-
fill the mitzva.

Coming next month: Hear our plans for our

But why is it even there? It would be easy to light the spectacular 5,0t_h anniversary year.
candles without a shamash. Just strike a match and We hope you'll join us all year long!
light each candle from that fire. Right? The shamash
is both functional and superfluous at the same time.
So, if the shamash could be eliminated from the
chanukia and has not been, there must be something
to learn from its steady, enduring presence. The Jew-
ish people must have kept the shamash in place in or-
der for it to teach us and inspire us, so let’s try to fig-
ure out the nature of those lessons that our ancestors
tried to pass down.

As I reflect on this question, I wonder if we are meant
to see ourselves as a shamash throughout the days and
dark nights of Chanukka, if not beyond. This helper !

candle could be there to show us how essential it is to Bet Mishpqchqh
be in service of miracles and mitzvot. Like the ANOwN N'a
Chanukka candles, we exist in a reality that feels dark

Washington DC’s Egalitarian Synagogue Embracing a Diversity of Sexual and Gender Identities
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Expansive, Living G-d

The expansive, living G-d transcends time and praises,
Unique and incomparable, an endless mystery of Oneness.

Without physical form, G-d’s holiness cannot be contained,
present before there was even a beginning.

The Eternal Source of the universe and all Creation,
majestic and purposeful, has given us a treasure of divine wisdom.

There has never been a prophet in Israel like Moses,

who beheld G-d’s image, and by whose hand

Teachings of truth were delivered to all those who wish to draw near,
trusting in the Eternal home.

These truths are changeless forever.
G-d knows our innermost secrets,
foreseeing the end before the beginning.

Loving the righteous turning from the wicked,
G-d shows the way to repair the world,
For all who work toward deliverance.

The divine spark leaves those who die,
returning to its source and home in G-d,
G-d’s Creation forever renewed

with abundant loving kindness.

Daniel ben Judah, Italy, 14th century
Shavat Va-Yinafash page 151

Save the date! Friday, January 24th, 2025

We will be holding a special Shabbat service as our annual installa-
tion for the new Board of Directors. This will be preceded by a
Congregational Dinner starting at 6:30 pm Hope you can join us for
the service or both.

Details will be in our weekly electronic newsletter.
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Follow us on Social Media

Instagram:

@betmishpachah

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/betmish
www.facebook.com/groups/Betmish
(This is a private, monitored group
where you can have conversations
with other members).

Youtube:

(@betmishpachah



http://www.facebook.com/betmish
http://www.facebook.com/groups/Betmish
https://youtube.com/@betmishpachah?si=tA1DDcl1WzW0OhVV

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Cheshvan/Kislev 5785 / December 2024

Parashat Vayigash - January 3, 2020
By Eva Freund

We are family

1 got all my sisters with me

We are family

Get up everybody and sing
--Sister Sledge

Family unity is the front story of this week's Torah
portion.

The story begins when the pretty young man
wearing a coat of many colors is sold to the slavers by his brother, perhaps to become a victim of sex trafficking.
He goes from sitting in a jail cell to being the right hand of the Pharaoh. Then one day a small band appears be-
fore him to plead for grain because their region is suffering a famine and their family has no food.

He realizes that it is his brothers who are now before him. Does he ignore the familial relationship? Does
he punish them for their past deed by turning them away? Does he tell them who he is? In the end, the family is
not only reunited but is relocated under the protection of the Pharaoh and assured of grazing land and wheat in the
area known as Goshen.

While Joseph and his family lived well and under royal protection -- we do not know about the other
families in Canaan who were also suffering from unfavorable climate conditions negatively impacting on their
way of life. We do know that these same climate conditions then affected the Egyptians and it was Joseph who
announced that anyone in Egypt who wanted grain could come to the storehouses and purchase grain. The Egyp-
tians came first with silver and when that ran out, then with cattle and then with land and then they sold them-
selves. The Egyptians had to agree to continue farming the land with seed provided by the Pharaoh and to turn
20% of their crops over to the Pharaoh. It is oxymoronic that Joseph, the pretty one, who was once sold into slav-
ery has now created a slave society.

A few other things may be considered oxymoronic:

When Joseph was last with his brothers, they were the ones in power and used that power to punish him.
Now Joseph is in power, he uses that power to manipulate them.

The silver chalice that is planted in the sack of Benjamin may be akin to the silver the brothers received from
selling Joseph.

Now that it appears Benjamin is a thief, the brothers have an opportunity to turn him out rather than re-
membering the need for family loyalty.

The story ends with the understanding that what was once a family of brothers and sisters and their father
and their mothers, has grown into a nation. It would seem that G-d's promise to Abraham- "I will make you a
great nation" has started to be fulfilled. At the same time there is a story that is not as well known. The physical
and social survival of the family were made possible by the reconciliation of Joseph and his brothers which leads
to a reconciliation of Joseph and his father. Strange, that the solidarity and cohesiveness does not seem to include
any of its female members.

We learn about the emotional state of Jacob, Joseph and his brothers but we know nothing of the emo-
tional state of Dinah, the only sister of Joseph. She has been eliminated from the tribal list based on either her
gender, her rape or her association with a foreigner. Barely any mention is made of Asenath, Joseph's wife and
the mother of Manasseh and Ephraim. Women appear merely as relatives of significant fathers, husbands or sons,
or as nameless relatives as in "your wives" or "their wives."

Would the story have been different if the emotions of the sisters and wives and mothers had been con-
sidered? And speaking of a different story -- there are a number of "what ifs..." for example:

What if one of the other brothers had been sold to the slave traders?

What if Jacob had not directed the brothers to go to Egypt?

What if Joseph had not recognized his brothers?
What if Joseph had recognized his brothers and took this opportunity to get back at them?
What if Joseph had given them grain but not brought them to Egypt?
What if they had come to Egypt but not been under the protection of the Pharaoh?
Continued on page 5
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Conversos Panel

On Sunday, November 17th, 32 people attended Bet Mishpachah's panel about the Conversos, their history and
identity, and their descendants. The panelists included Professor Ori Soltes from Georgetown University, Franz Afraim
Katzer from Sephardic Heritage International, DC (SHINDC), and Bet Mishpachah congregant, Alfredo Gomez. The
panel was ably moderated by congregant (and Alfredo's husband) Patrick DiBattista.

The panelists discussed the history of the Iberian Jews who were forced to convert to Catholicism in the 14th and
15th centuries in Spain and Portugal, and how their modern-day descendants have reacted to learning about their herit-
age. Professor Soltes provided a historical overview of the Conversos starting in early 14th-century Spain, and the
events that followed. Alfredo shared his discovery of being a descendant of Conversos, his subsequent return to Juda-
ism, and how he found a community at Bet Mishpachah. Afraim discussed his work at SHINDC, an organization he
founded to "build bridges" between the descendants of the Conversos and the Jewish community. The informative
presentation was followed by a wide-ranging Q&A session.

For those interested in learning more about this fascinating topic, Professor Soltes recommended "The Spanish In-
quisition," by Cecil Roth. Another recommended resource is Henry Kamen’s classic book, “The Spanish Inquisition: A
Historical Revision.”

If you are interested in helping us plan other programs or have ideas for programs you would like to share, please
contact programmingdirector@betmish.org.

Friday, December 27th: A Bet Mishpachah tradition continues!

For the evening service of Shabbat Chanuka, bring your Menorah
(Chanukiyah) and enough candles (3 + the shammas) to light just before Erev
Shabbat services start. Enjoy the glow of dozens of candles burning brightly
during the service as we join in our community. A special Chanuka Oneg will
be served following services. If you will be at home, we hope you will join us
in lighting your Chanukiyah and reciting the blessings with us.

One More Class with Rabbi Jake

Spiritual Resources for Aging — Wednesday December 11th, at 7:30 pm, on
Zoom. Our Jewish tradition helps us navigate all stages of life, so it only
makes sense that we would find ancient and modern wisdom on the process of
aging. Let’s find out what resources exist within Judaism to bring meaning,
ritual, and understanding to this part of life.

The Zoom meeting numbers will appear in the weekly electronic newsletter. Classes are always free for
members of Bet Mishpachah. There is a suggested donation of $10 for nonmembers which may be made on
our website.
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Parashat Vayigash, continued from page 3

These were some of the questions that came to my
mind and for which I had no answers. If one reads between
the words of this Torah portion it would certainly appear
that each happening is a step toward an ordained future.
However, if any one of these "what ifs" occurred would
that ordained future have been satisfied in the same way or
perhaps a different way? The answer to this question may
just have to wait.

"Copyright ©2021 Eva Freund. All rights reserved. No part of this book may
be reproduced or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic or me-
chanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage
and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the author."

ANNUAL
MEETING

A
Annual Congregational Meeting

Sunday, December 8th at 2:00 pm
In-person at the EDCJCC and via Zoom

Our new slate of officers for the Board of Directors to
be presented is:

President: Joseph Pomper

Treasurer: Douglas Auerbach

Secretary: Barbara Goldberg

Religious Affairs Director: Paula Morris
Membership Director: Patrick DiBattista
Programming Director: TBD

Congregational Affairs Director: Jeffrey Kahn
Community Affairs Director: Alfredo Gomez
Operations Director: Deborah Hyman

A copy of last year's minutes and this year's agenda was
emailed to members. Included were the proposed amend-
ments to our bylaws on which we will vote. If you

did not receive these items, please write to Liat

at administrator@betmish.org.

Only members in good standing have the opportunity to
vote, either in person or via Zoom. If you would like to
renew your membership, or become a member, please
contact Mindy Gasthalter

at membershipdirector(@bermish.org.

Let your voice be heard! We urge all members to attend
either in person or virtually.

\’l// \\ //2

From the Programming Committee

1975-2025, how the past 50 years have flown

by! In honor of our "golden" birthday, Bet Mish-
pachah's programming committee is developing an
exciting yearlong series of programs that we hope
will be interesting, educational, and fun, so watch
this space for updates!

If you would like to help us plan programs for our
50th year, or have any suggestions for programs,
please con-

tact programmingdirector(@betmish.org.

Oh Gaydel Gaydel Gaydel Chanuka
Happy Hour & Comedy Show

On Monday December 16th starting at 6:30 pm,
light up the night when you celebrate at the larg-
est pre-Chanuka happy hour in the DC area for
LGBTQ Jews (and our friends) at Shakers Bar in
Dupont. Join GLOE, Bet Mishpachah, and our
partner organizations for specialty drinks, a com-
edy show featuring local queer Jewish comedians
and storytellers, sufganiyot, dreidel, and more!

This event is for all ages 21+. Presented by
GLOE, the LGBTQ program of the Edlavitch
DCIJCC and our community partner organizations
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December Birthdays

Louis Altarescu
Marc Bernstein
Noel Elliott
Devra Floyd
Barry Friedman
Margy Kohn
Betty Milgram
Chris Miller
Jeffrey Nakrin
Liat Novek
Loretta Saks
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David T. Fox and Robert Margrave
Alicia Saffer and Kris Hatlelid
Barry Friedman and Chi Keung Yim
Carol Wayman and Elizabeth Carswell
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Bet Mishpachah
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Welcome new members
Annabelle Kramer
Sheri Layton

Thank you to our November
Service Leaders

Friday, November 1: Eryca Kasse and

Rachel Wolkowitz
Friday, November 8: Paula Morris
Friday, November 15: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and

Louis Blank
Friday, November 22: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Saturday, November 23: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, November 29: Ruth Potts and Alex Carter
(virtual only)

XX X XX XX XX XX XX X XX XX X X XX XX X XX XX X X XX X XX XX XX

Thank You to Our December
Service Leaders
Friday, December 6: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, December 13: Larry Neff, Rabbi Ben Shalva
and Eryca Kasse (percussion)
Saturday, December 14:Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Friday, December 20: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and
Louis Blank
Friday, December 27: Paula Morris
Saturday, December 28: Marc Bernstein and
Jeff Burka

XX XX XX XX XX XX XX X XX XX X0 XX XX XX X XX XX X X XX X XX XX XX

Tradition!
Please join us on Christmas
W Day for a movie and dinner
| as our tradition contin-

ues. We will be seeing one
of two new movies that is opening on Christmas Day -
Babygirl or A Complete Unknown. They will both be
showing at the Avalon Theater, 5612 Connecticut Ave-
nue, NW. After the movie, we will head south on Con-
necticut Avenue to Dolan Uyghur located at 3518 Con-
necticut Avenue NW, for dinner.

Bet Mishpachah will select the movie and time, and
both will be announced in our weekly email communi-
cation, TWAB, once they are confirmed with the Ava-
lon. Movie tickets should be purchased on your own,
and since it is December 25th, we recommend you pur-
chase them in advance. Please email ei-
ther or

to confirm your seat at the table. We have one ta-
ble of 8 so seating is limited. If there is additional inter-
est, we can attempt to reserve a second table.

Celebrate Your Joy

Friday, December 20th, will be our next "Simchat
Shabbat," a way in which our members can cele-
brate together. Let us know if you have cause to
celebrate in the way of a birthday, anniversary, or
other special occasion and we will share in your joy
each month. A special blessing will be recited for
all those celebrating.

If you would like to help sponsor towards the en-
hanced Oneg for that Friday, please let us

know. Contact Mindy at
membershipdirector@betmish.org.

SIMCHAT
SHABBAT
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Announced Friday, November 29 (Yartzeits observed November 29- December 5; 28 Cheshvan — 4 Kislev)

Fern Dobuler, Sister of Andi Kasarsky
Mickey Lev, Uncle of Larry Neff

David Birkland, Friend of Thomas Sachs
Harry Neff, Grandfather of Larry Neff
Irwin Cohen, Father of Beth Cohen
Mark Hyman, Brother of Deb Hyman
Robert Weis, Friend of Ruth Potts

November 29
November 29
December 1
December 3
December 4
December 4
December 4

Joshua Boneh, Friend of Stuart Sotsky and Member of Bet Mishpachah December 5 (4 Kislev)

Announced Friday, December 6 (Yartzeits observed December 6-12; 5-11 Kislev)

Ben Liff, Father of Diane Liff

Joseph Rothlein, Grandfather of Jeffrey Burka
Libbye Sneider, Mother of Frances Sneider

Sol Gnatt, Grandfather of Erica Gloger

Rose Gasthalter, Grandmother of Mindy Gasthalter

December 6
December 6 (5 Kislev)
December 6
December 7
December 8

Herman Hoffman, Paternal Grandfather of Michael Hoffman December 8 (7 Kislev)
Tilly Martin, Mother and Mother-in-law of Elke Martin and Eva Freund December 9

Will Booker, Member of Bet Mishpachah

Edith Cohen, Grandmother of Keith Cohen
Seymour Kingsley, Grandfather of Seymour Stern
Isaac Sheinbein, Father of Israel Sheinbein

December 10
December 12
December 12
December 12

Announced Friday and Saturday, December 13 and 14 (Yartzeits observed December 13-20; 12-18 Kislev)

Stanley Abrams, Father of Andrew Abrams
James Bjorkman, Friend of Theodore Xakellis
Juliette Haymes, Mother of Mitchell Haymes

December 13
December 13
December 14 (13 Kislev)

Leroy Aarons, Friend of Stuart Sotsky, Member of Bet Mishpachah December 16 (15 Kislev)

Diana Umansky, Sister-in-law of Morris Umansky
Solomon Weissman, Grandfather of Jeffrey Kahn
Bertram Allman, Grandfather of Beth Cohen

December 16 (15 Kislev)
December 16
December 17

David Green, Past board member and Friend of Martin Less December 17 (16 Kislev)

Halina Preston, Aunt of Joel Wind

Bill Lemen, Partner of Thomas Sachs
Edward Singer, Father of Michael Singer
Aba Adams, Niece of Larry Neff

December 17 (16 Kislev)
December 18
December 18
December 19

Joachim Martin, Father and Father-in-law of Elke Martin and Eva Freund December 19

Wilhelm Martin, Grandfather of Elke Martin

December 19

Announced Friday, December 20 (Yartzeits observed December 20-26; 19-25 Kislev)

Leon Cohen, Father of Marlene Cohen

December 20 (19 Kislev)

Katherine Hoffman, Paternal Grandmother of Michael Hoffman December 20 (19 Kislev)

Dorothea Bujara, Grandmother of Chris Miller
Lilian Jaco, Grandmother of Thomas Sachs
Robert Mannheimer, Father of Barbara Goldberg
Herbert Scherer, Father of Dana Scherer

Ida Tortorello, Aunt of Morris Umansky

Samuel Frishman, Father of Bruce Frishman
Joel Davis, Friend of Larry Neff

Martin Friedman, Uncle of Barry Friedman

December 21
December 21
December 21 (20 Kislev)
December 21
December 21
December 22
December 23
December 23

Anne Grossman, Maternal Grandmother of Joseph Pomper December 23 (22 Kislev)

Ruth Wind, Mother of Joel Wind

Seymour Pomper, Father of Joseph Pomper
Barbara Auerbach, Mother of Douglas Auerbach
Ben Dowling, Cousin of Avi Whitman

Lillian Kornfeld, Grandmother of Howard Menaker

December 23 (22 Kislev)
December 25 (24 Kislev)
December 26

December 26 (25 Kislev)
December 26 (25 Kislev)
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Member yartzeits—continued

Announced Friday and Saturday, December 27 and 28 (Yartzeits observed December 27- January 2; 26 Kislev-
2 Tevet)

Neil Lazan, Brother of Andrew Abrams December 27
Bernard Myers, Member of Bet Mishpachah December 27
Jason Zweigenbaum, Cousin of Douglas Auerbach December 27
Sherwood Kahn, Father of Jeffrey Kahn December 28

Elizabeth Nissenbaum, Grandmother of Beverly Nissenbaum December 28 (27 Kislev)

Norma Passy, Aunt of Barry Friedman December 28 (27 Kislev)
Alex Stern, Brother of Milton Stern December 28 (27 Kislev)
Harry Friedman, Grandfather of Barry Friedman December 29 (28 Kislev)
Helen Kropf, Mother of Barry Kropf December 29 (28 Kislev)
Goldie Neff, Mother of Larry Neff December 29

Leah Bernstein, Grandmother of Marc Bernstein December 30 (29 Kislev)
Norma Garbus, Mother of Michael Garbus December 30

Joe Lucero, Friend of David Fox December 30

Gene Munson, Father of Michelle Munson December 30

Shirley Esquith, Friend of Morris Umansky December 31

Alan Roberts, Member of Bet Mishpachah January 1

Lynne Foster, Sister of Alex Ford January 2

David Lasky, Friend of Stuart Sotsky January 2 (2 Tevet)

gal Y0 167 Jour generagif

October Donations Joel and Murray Woldman Kiddush and

We appreciate the generosity of our mem-
bers and friends, and recognize
them for their support.

Operating Fund

Joseph Pomper, in memory of Ruth Pomper
Milton Stern, in honor of Rod Ross

Milton Stern, in memory of Allan Armus
Barry Friedman, in memory of Allan Armus
Rachel Hamberger

Phil Budashewitz

David Schwarz

Sarah Kolick

Art Leabman

Lawrence Berman

Esmeralda Mercado

Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund
Devra Floyd

Oneg Fund
Alex Carter
Mindy Gasthalter

High Holiday Donations
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Justine Stiftel

Neil Aronson

John Kaboff

Lois Greisman

Robert Beilin

50th Anniversary

Judy Retchin and Elyse Wander
James Fortinsky

Laurie Schneider

Siddur and Machzor Fund
Jenny Machida
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Shabbat Services

Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our
website for details. The Zoom meeting number will be
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and
Beyond.”

Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of
every month at 10:00 am. Saturday morning services
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.betmish.org/oneg.

Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is
available by sending an email request

to sign(@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks
notice.

Any changes to our regular Shabbat service

schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our
weekly email.

To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date,
location, occasion and number of expected attendees
to executivedirector@betmish.org

Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations

Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:

* World Congress of LGBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah

* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington

* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater
Washington

* Network of Independent Jewish Communities

and Havurot

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff
Coordinator — Liat Novek

Design/Layout — Liat Novek

Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch,
Andrea Jennetta and Elke Martin

Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter

Donations

To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C.
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page
on our web site, www.betmish.org

Death Notices, Bereavement Services

If you are in need of bereavement services or to
announce a death in your family,

email bereavement(@betmish.org.

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter

Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah. The newsletter is
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles,
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of
the month prior to publication to
administrator@betmish.org.

Weekly Email Broadcast

The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast,
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner
organizations. To receive our weekly email newsletter,
send an email to administrator@betmish.org

Congregational Website

Be sure to check out our website

at www.betmish.org with information about our
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites
of interest.

Communications Policy. For questions about our
editorial or advertising policies, send an email
to secretary(@betmish.org

Membership

To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org
Reduced membership is available for new members,
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the
DC metro area.

Address, Phone, and Email Updates
Send your name and old and new information
to membershipdirector@betmish.org

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You

Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim —
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive
the information. Please email us

at BikurCholim@betmish.org.

Women’s Outreach Program

On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 pm

we pour our favorite beverage to go along with our own
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and
conversation. We continue to gather every month both in-
person and virtually. If you have any

questions contact religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and
welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-binary
people.



mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Cheshvan/Kislev 5785 / December 2024

DIRECTORY
RABBIS

Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin ... rabbi@betmish.org
Rabbi Bob Saks, EMEritus ..............cviiiiiiiiiiis i rabbibobs@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES

President: Deborah Hyman ...........ccccocon v president@betmish.org
Treasurer: Douglas Auerbach .............cccccoiiiin i treasurer@betmish.org
Secretary: Barbara Goldberg .......ccoooooiiiiiiiiiiies i, secretary@betmish.org
Communication Committee: .........oooeiiiiiiiies v, communications@betmish.org
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris ......... ...ccccciiiiienieeeniienn, religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
High Holy Days: Paula MOITIS .............uuuiiiiiiis evviiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiinnenns hhd@betmish.org
Liturgy Committee: Scott Reiter ...........ccccccet i liturgy@betmish.org
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris...... ....ccccccvviiiiiiiiinnnnns religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Choir: Whitney Babash............ccoooooiiies e, choir@betmish.org
Director of Membership: Mindy Gasthalter ....... .....cccccoviiiieiiiiniinnn, membershipdirector@betmish.org
Director of Operations: Barry Friedman............. .......................... operationsdirector@betmish.org
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator ..................euveeiiies evvviiiiiiiiiiieieeeeennnnnn. oneg@betmish.org
Hospitality Coordinator ..................eveveiiiiiiiiies i, hospitality@betmish.org
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator: Devra Floyd ................... sigh@betmish.org
Director of Programming: Joseph Pomper......... cccccccovvviiiiiiiiinnnnnn. programmingdirector@betmish.org
Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman ...........cc. cocuvvieeiniiiiiiiiiiiiinnnns bookgroup@betmish.org
Programming Committee: Joseph Pomper..... .....cccccvvvviiiiinnnnnnnnns programs@betmish.org
Director of Community Affairs: Alfredo Gomez .. .........ccccccvvvvviinnnnn. communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Director of Congregational Affairs: Jeffrey Kahn ..........ccccco congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger........................o bereavement@betmish.org
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Noah Wofsy . ........cccccciiiiininnnn. bikurcholim@betmish.org
Cemetery Committee: ROd ROSS ......cooovviiiiies e, cemetery@betmish.org
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ............cccccot i, education@betmish.org
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund ......... ....cccccciiiiiiiiniinnnnnns novachavura@betmish.org
Social Justice: James Radack....................eees ceceieieiiiienneeene.... . S0OCHAl-action@betmish.org
STAFF
Executive Director: Joshua Maxey .........ccccccceer voviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienee, executivedirector@betmish.org
Congregational Administrator: Liat Novek...............c.ccoiiiinns administrator@betmish.org

BOOKKEEPET ... e bookkeeping@betmish.org



