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of the Maccabees inspires us and encourages us to be 
Jewish in the most public, proud, and safe ways that we 
can. 
 
Members of the LGBTQ+ community know what it feels 
like to be in danger just because of who they are.  They 
know what it means to hide one’s true identity out of fear 
of harassment and violence.  We also know what it feels 
like to be free and open.  Many of you have chosen to 
gather, to love, and to express one’s true self despite dan-
gers and repercussions. 
 
In this dark time, whether you choose to be Jewish in 
quieter ways or you choose to be Jewish in more public 
ways, I hope you take inspiration from the Chanuka sto-
ry.  I suppose I should say that I hope you take inspira-
tion from the Chanuka stories.  In one, we see Jews hold-
ing onto their religious practices and beliefs quietly be-
cause this was the only way they knew to stay both Jew-
ish and safe.  In the other, we see Jews put their own 
safety aside in the hopes of doing away with the danger 
entirely.  Both stories hold power and instruction within 
them.  Which one speaks to you now?  The decision is 
yours to make. 

Words from our Rabbi 
By Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 

 
In the time of the Chanuka story, 
as the legend goes, the Jews were 
prohibited from practicing their 
Judaism.  They weren’t allowed to 
worship, they weren’t allowed to 
celebrate their holy days, and they 
certainly were not allowed to study 
Torah.  But these restrictions did 
not deter them entirely.  They con-

tinued to be Jewish, and they continued to teach Torah to 
the next generation.  As they were secretly studying and 
teaching, word would get out if a Greek authority was com-
ing around.  Quickly, they would hide their Jewish sacred 
books and bring out their spinning tops - their dreidels - 
pretending that they were gathered for the sake of playing a 
game and not for study.  It was dangerous to be a Jew in 
those times, and it was especially dangerous to engage in 
Jewish practice, prayer, and study out in the open.  People 
had to hide their Judaism away, or risk everything.   
 
In our own day, it seems that we, too, are in danger just for 
being Jewish.  Before Hamas’ attack on Israel on October 
7th and the resulting war, antisemitism was already on the 
rise in our country and around the world.  As you know, 
antisemitic threats and attacks have sharply increased since 
then.  There is much fear that I hear people expressing, and 
that I’ve felt myself.  What does it mean to step foot into a 
JCC or a synagogue?  What might happen if I send my chil-
dren to a Jewish pre-school during a proclaimed “Day of 
Rage” against the Jewish community?  Who might be moti-
vated to act violently and hatefully if I wear my kippa 
around town or if I place a mezuza on my doorpost?  In re-
sponse, perhaps we, like the Jews in the dreidel legend, 
should hide our Judaism for the time being and protect our-
selves from becoming targets.  There are many who have 
made this decision for their own sake and for the sake of 
their family members.  Being identifiably Jewish can be a 
scary and dangerous thing right now. 
 
We know from the Chanuka story, though, that there were 
some Jews who refused to be Jewish only in secret.  The 
Maccabees stood up against the hateful empire for the sake 
of religious freedom.  At great risk, they wore their Jewish 
identity proudly and outwardly.  In their honor, it is our 
practice to engage in pirsum ha-nes - publicizing the mira-
cle of Chanuka.  We display an illuminated chanukiya in 
the window to show the world that we are Jewish, we are 
celebrating, and that we aren’t going anywhere.  The story 

Mazal Tov to Bet Mishpachah! 
Bet Mishpachah was recently voted by the readers of the 
Washington Jewish Week as the best LGBTQ+ Group in 
the DMV Community! Let us continue to be a place of 
learning, prayer, community, and family for all 
LGBTQ+ Jews in the area.  
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For World AIDS Day: 

After the Plague Years  

We walked in the shadow of skyscrapers, 
We vogued in the shadow of death. 
Glitter balls cast silver stars on dancing  
  faces, grimacing. 
 
We marched, we loved, we nursed,  
  we grieved. 
Shouting in the face of indifference, raging at 
the wall of denial. 
 
Too long gone now, the dancers, the DJs,  
  the actors, lawyers, artists, waiters. 
Too many buried young, too many never old. 
 
We remember them and say their names, and ask that their memories 
will always be the blessing that we know they were. 
 

Alex Carter 
For the Fallen 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old. 
Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We will remember them. 

 
From “For the Fallen” WWI memorial 
By Robert Laurence Binyon 1869-1943 

 
Sh’vat Va-Yinafash, page 389 

Bet Mishpachah Congrega-

tional Annual Meeting 

 

We will be holding our annual 
congregational meeting on  
Sunday,  December 17th  

starting at 2:00 pm at the 
EDCJCC.  This year, we will meet both in-person as well as virtually.    
  
Our new slate of officers for the Board of Directors to be presented is: 
 
President: Deborah Hyman 
Treasurer: Douglas Auerbach 

Secretary: Barbara Goldberg 
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris 
Director of Membership: Mindy Gasthalter 

Director of Programming: Joseph Pomper 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Jeffrey Kahn 
Director of Community Affairs: Alfredo Gomez 

Director of Operations: Kasey Bigsby  

 Only members in good stand-
ing have the opportunity to 
vote.  If you would like to renew 
your membership or become a new 
member, please contact  
Deb Hyman:  
membershipdirector@betmish.org.   
  
 If you need to make financial 
arrangements for membership, 
please contact our treasurer,  
Douglas Auerbach at  
treasurer@betmish.org.  
 
 Let your voice be heard!  We 
urge all members to attend either 
in person or virtually. Zoom 
link: https://us06web.zoom.us/
j/89994375223  
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Celebrate Your Joy 

Friday, December 1st will be our next "Simchat 
Shabbat," a way in which our members can cele-
brate together.  Let us know if you have cause to cel-
ebrate in the way of a birthday, anniversary, or other 
special occasion and we will share in your joy each 
month.  
 
A special blessing will be recited for all those  
celebrating.  
 
If you would like to help sponsor towards the en-
hanced Oneg for that Friday, please let us 
know.  Contact Liat at administrator@betmish.org.  

Chanuka 2023 
 

Chanuka Happy Hour: 
Light Up the Night 
Thursday, December 7th,  
6:00-9:00 pm 
Twelve After Twelve -
1212 18th St NW 

 Join EntryPointDC, our partners, and Jew-
ish young adults from all over the DC area for the big-
gest party of the year!  The largest Chanuka happy 
hour in the DC area is taking place this year at Twelve 
After Twelve Bar and we will have the entire venue to 
ourselves. 
 Come out for specialty drinks, salsa dance lessons, 
fire dancer performances, a live artist painting to music 
with painting auction, candle lighting, sufganiyot, 
dreidel, and more! 
 Be sure to bring warm winter items such as socks 
and gloves for our clothing drive for D25 Day of     
Service.  This event is 21+ and young professionals, 
aged 21-45. 
 Presented by EntryPointDC, the 20s, 30s, 40s    
program of the EDCJCC and our young professional 
community partner organizations. 
 
Friday, December 8th:  Congregational Dinner 
Join us on Friday, December 8th for a congregational 
Shabbat dinner that will be held at 6:30 pm at the 
EDCJCC prior to services which start at 8:00 pm.  The 

cost of the dinner is $30/per member and $39/per non-
member.  Please RSVP to Mindy Gasthalter,    
mgasthalter@gmail.com, and when you do, be sure to 

let her know if you have any dietary restrictions.  
RSVP deadline is Friday, December 1st. 

Friday, December 8th: A Bet Mishpachah tradition 
continues!   
For the evening service of Shabbat Chanuka, bring 
your Menorah (Chanukiyah) and enough candles (2 + 
the shammas) to light just before Erev Shabbat services 
start.  Enjoy the glow of dozens of candles burning 
brightly during the service as we join in our communi-
ty. If you will be at home, we hope you will join us in 
lighting your Chanukiyah and reciting the blessings 
with us.  
 
Sunday, December 10th: We invite you to join us on 
the fourth night of Chanuka at Union Market. Bet 
Mishpachah has been invited to participate in the can-
dle lighting which will begin at 6:30 pm. For more in-
formation, please visit  
https://unionmarketdc.com/events/menorah-lighting/.  
 

To volunteer to sit at a Bet Mishpachah booth dur-
ing the candle lighting, please 
email executivedirector@betmish.org. 
 
Monday, December 11th:  Gaydel, Gaydel, 
Gaydel!  Starting at 6:00 pm, light up the night 
when you celebrate Chanuka with other LGBTQ 
Jews (and our friends) at Shakers - 2014 9th St 
NW, for mingling, drink specials, and candle light-
ing.  Join GLOE and our partner organizations for 
specialty drinks, drag appearances, a live artist 
painting to music with painting auction, candle 
lighting, sufganiyot, dreidel, and more! This event 
is for all ages 21+. 
 

D25 is the Edlavitch DCJCC’s largest volunteer event 
of the year, with hundreds of volunteers spreading holi-
day cheer across the DC metro area. 
 
Visit social service agencies in the metro DC area to 
prepare and serve meals, sing carols, throw holiday par-
ties, or play bingo – or stay at the Edlavitch DCJCC to 
donate blood, make instant meal kits, create cards for 
emergency personnel working on Christmas Day, and 
more. 
 
Choose your project based on location, type of activity, 
or time of day – we have something for people of all 
ages and abilities! 
 
For more information, go to: https://www.edcjcc.org/
programs/d25-day-of-service/ 

mailto:mgasthalter@gmail.com
https://unionmarketdc.com/events/menorah-lighting/
mailto:executivedirector@betmish.org
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Chanuka Is a Complicated Reminder of  
Queer Jewish Visibility. 

By Michele Kirichanskaya   December, 2022 
 
 During December, nothing feels more visibly Jewish than the bright glow 
of Chanuka candles in the window, a symbol of Jewish resilience and re-
sistance against assimilation. Yet as a person who is fearful with the idea of 
being both visibly queer and Jewish in what seems to be an increasingly antise-
mitic and homophobic world, I find this holiday a complicated reminder of  
visibility. 
 In conversations with my grandmother, a woman who survived           
World War II and the antisemitism in Soviet Era Ukraine, I understand that  

antisemitism is a living, breathing thing for my family when she advises me not to wear my Star of David necklace 
openly on subway platforms in fear of being a target. 

In terms of living with a Slavic immigrant community that has made no attempts to hide their disdain for the 
LGBTQ community, coming from a highly homophobic culture, I constantly tailor my speech around them in order to 
be able to live in relative peace among those I call family and friends. 
  Where can I be fully, unabashedly myself? 

In the 1970s, gay Jewish activist Harvey Milk made an impassioned plea to his LGBTQ community, urging 
those who hadn’t already to “come out,” to disclose their queer identities to their loved ones: 

Gay brothers and sisters, you must come out. Come out to your parents. I know that it is hard and will hurt 
them, but think about how they will hurt you in the voting booth! Come out to your relatives. Come out to your 
friends, if indeed they are your friends. Come out to your neighbors, to your fellow workers, to the people who 
work where you eat and shop. Come out only to the people you know, and who know you, not to anyone else. But 
once and for all, break down the myths. Destroy the lies and distortions. For your sake. For their sake. 
The power of coming out, Milk claimed, was to put a face to the ambiguous “homosexual menace” so many 

politicians and voting citizens were afraid of. To allow homophobes to recognize how the people within their own social 
circles, i.e. their doctors, their teachers, their children, were real living people whose lives were affected by the queer-
phobic policies they voted for.  

For Milk and Esther, visibility is power and activism. A stance against fading quietly into the background of a 
straight, non-Jewish mainstream. A way to honor one’s heritage and personal identities. 
 Yet, as Chanuka approaches, one of the most visibly Jewish holidays in American culture, I am torn between my 
desire to be visible and my desire to be safe. 
  And I know I am not the only one. 

How many of us would raise their hand if asked if we’ve ever hidden the symbols of our faith, tucking away our 
kippot or tucking our Magen David jewelry under our clothes, out of sight, out of mind? How many of us have hesitated 
when someone asks us if we are Jewish, not knowing if the one asking is friend or foe? Or the loving straight family 
members who ask us when we’re going to get a boyfriend/girlfriend, the curl of sadness in our stomachs knowing that if 
we say the truth, we would potentially disappoint them? 

I consider Chanuka to be a beautiful holiday, a warm spot during a cold year. It is a holiday marked in memories 
and favorite pop culture moments, from watching the “Rugrats” Chanuka special as a kid to seeing animated shows to-
day honor the holiday. It is a quiet moment when I sit with my grandmother and sister as we try to find the right prayer 
to read off our phones, bringing the lighter to the wax candle, honoring another year passed, along with delicious       
sufganiyot. 

Yet just as my grandmother hesitates to put a mezuza on the threshold of her front door, she hesitates to put a 
menora in the front window, fearing the less than friendly attention it would draw to our home. 

While there are no easy answers I can offer for this type of situation, I hope to those struggling with visibility in 
regards to their Jewishness and/or queerness know that it is OK. You can be fearful of being visible and still feel proud. 
We are trying to survive the best way we can in a hostile world, and can celebrate our identities in ways that feel safe 
and reassuring. 

If you wish to avoid putting a menora in your front window, then light one in the center of your home, just as 
you would cradle a child in your arms, tucking them away from the darkness.  Make anonymous donations to social jus-
tice organizations fighting against antisemitism and homophobia/transphobia, to encourage and provide support to those 
keeping up the good fight.  Perform random acts of kindness for others, as it is a mitzva to be kind in a cruel world. 
  And perhaps, most importantly, be kind to yourself. Know that who you are is valid, and deserving of love, re-
spect and safety. Know that even when you feel you have to tone down certain parts of yourself to feel safe, you are not 
hiding from yourself, only from others that would wish to do you harm. 
  Let’s hope that one day, we can all let our true lights shine brightly without fear. 
 

https://www.heyalma.com/author/michele-kirichanskaya/
https://www.heyalma.com/im-a-ukrainian-jewish-american-caught-between-two-worlds/
https://www.heyalma.com/14-jews-who-changed-queer-history-forever/
https://www.heyalma.com/antisemitism-is-on-the-rise-and-im-still-wearing-my-jewish-star-necklace/
https://www.heyalma.com/fact-checking-a-rugrats-hanukkah/
https://www.heyalma.com/want-to-understand-antisemitism-better-start-here/
https://www.heyalma.com/the-jewish-teaching-that-supports-abortion-trans-rights/


 

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly /Kislev /Tevet 5784 December 2023              Page  5 

One more class with Rabbi Jake 
 
Rabbi Jake will be teaching one more wonderful class this fall.  Hope you can join us.  
New classes for the spring will be announced in January. 
 
Questions and Answers - Reading Rabbinic responsa literature for our modern 
times - Saturday, December 9th, following services, at 12:30 pm.  In-person and live-
streamed via Zoom. 
 There is a body of Rabbinic literature that attempts to answer new questions that 

did not arise in the classic Jewish legal texts.  This type of rabbinic literature applies the foundation of law to 
new situations in Jewish life.  We’ll focus on ways in which different movements have responded to ques-
tions that affect the lives of Jews who are members of the LGBTQ+ community.  Our Jewish community is 
always evolving, and rabbinic responsa literature reacts and helps shape that evolution. 
 The Zoom meeting IDs will appear closer to their dates in the weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week 
and Beyond,” on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/betmish, and our website www.betmish.org.     
Classes are always free for members of Bet Mishpachah.  There is a suggested donation of $10 for non-
members which may be made on our website. 

Book Group meets in December 
 The Bet Mishpachah Book Group will meet virtually Sunday, December 10th, 
starting at 4:00 pm, to discuss The Art of Resistance – My Four Years in the French 
Underground, by Justus Rosenberg, 
 The author, a 99-year-old Holocaust survivor, relates how as a teenager he escaped 
captivity and death during the Nazi occupation of France.  In 1937, as the Nazis gained 
control and anti-Semitism spread in the Free City of Danzig,16-year-old Justus Rosen-
berg was sent by his parents to Paris to finish his education in safety. Three years later, 
when France fell to the Germans, he fled south -- alone, penniless and cut off from 
contact with his family.  A chance meeting led him to Varian Fry, an American jour-
nalist in Marseille who was helping thousands of men and women escape the Na-
zis.  With his German background, understanding of French culture, and fluency in 
several languages, including English, Justus became an invaluable member of Fry’s 
refugee network and flourished in the underground.  When Fry was forced to leave France, Justus could not 
get out, and for the next four years relied on his wits and skills to escape captivity. Surviving several close 
calls with death, he continued his fight against the Nazis, working with the French Resistance and eventually 
the United States Army.  At the war’s end, he emigrated to America and built a new life. 
 All Bet Mishpachah members are welcome to join the discussion.  To receive the Zoom link, please 
email bookgroup@betmish.org.   

December 25th - Another Bet Mishpachah Tradition!  
Movie and dinner 
 
 This year, we will go see The Boys in the Boat, which is opening 
on December 25th, at the Georgetown AMC Theater, 3111 K Street 
NW.  During the height of the Great Depression, members of the row-
ing team at the University of Washington get thrust into the spotlight as 
they compete for gold at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin.  Additional   
details will follow once times for the movie are released, and tickets 

are available. We encourage you to buy them online in advance.   
 Following the film, we will head to Shanghai Lounge, 1734 Wisconsin Avenue NW, for a 5:00 pm dinner 
reservation.  The restaurant is about 1 mile from the theater. We have a reservation for 8 people for dinner, so 
space is limited.   
 Please RSVP to mgasthalter@gmail.com  to let us know if you plan to attend the film and dinner, or just 
the film. Details to follow in our weekly newsletter.  

mailto:bookgroup@betmish.org
mailto:mgasthalter@gmail.com
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     Thank You to Our December  
Service Leaders  

Friday, December 1:  Louis Blank and  
 Mindy Gasthalter 
Friday, December 8: Rabbi Ben Shalva with  
 Eryca Kasse on percussion  
Saturday, December 9: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, December 15:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, December 22: Larry Neff  
Saturday, December 23:  TBD 
Friday, December 29:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
 

Thank you to our November  
Service Leaders  

Friday, November 3: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
 and Paula Morris 
Friday, November 10:  Rachel Hamberger and 
 Robyn Helzner  
Saturday, November 11: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, November 17: Alex Carter and Ruth Potts 
Friday, November 24: Louis Blank 
Saturday, November 25: Jeff Burka and  
 Marc Bernstein 
 

December Anniversaries 
David T. Fox and Robert Margrave 

Alicia Saffer and Kris Hatlelid  
Barry Friedman and Chi Keung Yim  

  

December Birthdays 
Louis Altarescu 
Marc Bernstein 

Andres Doernberg 
Noel Elliott 
Devra Floyd 

Barry Friedman 
Margy Kohn 

Betty Milgram 
Chris Miller 

Jeffrey Nakrin 
Liat Novek 
Loretta Saks  

We appreciate the generosity of our members and 
friends, and recognize them for their support.  

 

Operating Fund 
LySandra Brady & Barbara Goldberg  
Barbara Lewis 
Devra Floyd 
Nathaniel Deutsch, in honor of Nicole Berner,  
 nominated by Pres. Biden to the US Court of  
 Appeals for the Fourth Circuit 
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Rik Edwards 
Glenn Garelik, in memory of Allan Armus 
Susan Garner, in memory of Henry Morris 
Fran Hamberger, in honor of Rachel’s participation in 
 Yom Kippur services and Fran’s honor on the bima 
 
Siddur Donation  
Vivian Roberts-Salley 
Michelle Munson 
 

Joel Woldman Memorial Oneg and Kiddush Fund 
Rachel Wolkowitz, in memory of Henry Morris 
 
Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund 
Devra Floyd 
Rachel Wolkowitz, in memory of Allan Armus 
Jeffrey Nakrin, in memory of Allan Armus 
Elyse Wander & Judy Retchin, in memory of  
 Allan Armus 
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Allan Armus 
Mary Arras, in memory of Allan Armus 
Douglas Auerbach, in memory of Allan Armus 
Joel Berelson, in memory of Allan Armus 
Nathaniel Deutsch, in memory of Allan Armus 
David Fox & Robert Margrave, in memory of  
 Allan Armus 
 
Richard Krampf Social Action Fund 
Howard Menaker & Patrick Gossett, in memory of  
 Allan Armus 

Mazal Tov to: 
Mary Hubbard and Michelle Munson on the 

purchase of their new homes 
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HOMAGE TO ALLAN ARMUS, z”l 
By Rod Ross 

 I was in Portugal, with fellow congregational members Mindy Gasthalter,  
Barbara Lewis and Marty Robinson, when I learned of Allan’s death.  Like many 
others, I was devastated in contemplating my personal loss and that of our congre-
gation.  
 In attending the November 12th memorial service for Allan, I came away with 
an understanding of how truly monumental has been our loss, and the knowledge 
that I wasn’t the only person with whom he would sometimes refer to as “sweet-
pea.” 
 Allan was a pre-eminent welcomer to strangers who came to Shabbat services.  

He co-led services, and mentored newbie service leaders. He also led shiva services.  And he served as funeral 
officiant, as mentioned by Elesavetgrad Cemetery president Charlie Meyers, in talking about the services Allan 
led recently. 
 Allan was key for the holding of Interfaith services during Pride.  He was Bet Mishpachah’s treasurer when 
I joined our congregation in 2014.  He was compiler of our Yizkor booklet and co-led with Elke Martin at the 
afternoon Yizkor Service on Yom Kippur.  The list goes on and on. 
 Given that I had been Allan’s deputy on the cemetery committee I planned to pay homage by writing a 
piece for Mishpachah Members’ Monthly as a follow up to the congregation’s hand-out (available on our web 
site) When your loved one dies . . . will you know what to do? — Death and Mourning:  Bet Mishpachah is 
there to help.  The online version is found under the Bet Mishpachah web site, under “Who We Are,” then “Get 
Involved,” then “Bereavement,” then “brochure.”   
 I am well familiar with this document dating from 1992, with revisions in 2002 and 2020.  Its most recent 
revision occurred while I was chair of the Bereavement Committee.  However, in giving credit where credit is 
due, Allan not only played the lead role for the 2020 revision, he had been key for the drafting of the original 
document. 
 That brochure, if nothing else, is a call for Advance Planning relating to death, specifically stating that an 
individual and their family should:   

❖ select and purchase burial sites 

❖ prepare instructions expressing the wishes about the funeral and leave them where they can be found easily 

❖ consult with a lawyer to prepare a Durable Power of Attorney and Advance Medical Directive for health 
care to provide for someone to make medical decisions on your behalf if you become incapacitated or          
terminally ill 

❖ leave instructions for organ donation in case of death 

❖ prepare a Will for disposition of your estate 

❖discuss your plans with members of the Bereavement Support Committee and the Rabbi 
 
 Although there are a number of options for purchasing a burial site in the greater DC area, Bet Mishpachah 
has a dedicated location within the Elesavetgrad Cemetery in Southeast DC (an eleven minute walk from the 
Congress Heights Metro station on the Green line).   Of the 24 grave sites for the Bet Mishpachah section, 
eight are still available. Members and their immediate family may acquire sites through the Bet Mishpachah 
office. The price includes perpetual care, but it does not include opening and closing costs. 

I’ve not been involved with discussions regarding gravestones, but Fram Monument company of Rock-
ville and Baltimore has a contract with the Jewish Funeral Practices Committee for reasonably priced stones. 

As for the two funeral homes listed in the brochure, I don’t have a recommendation.  In funeral home 
discussions, one would need to make clear that an individual wished to take advantage of the negotiated prices 
as stipulated in the agreement with Jewish Funeral contracts. 
  In addition to the discount offered through the Jewish Funeral contracts, which can be pre-paid, and to 
the cemetery, there are additional costs such as for Tahara, the ritual washing, copies of the death certificate, 
transportation costs of the body from the funeral home to the cemetery, the gravestone, etc.  
 Please contact bereavement@betmish.org  if you find yourself in need of assistance. 
 May Allan’s memory be a blessing and his legacy live on at Bet Mishpachah. 
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to: 

Joan Sherman and Debra Montanino on the passing of Berna Sherman, mother and mother-in-law 

Member Yartzeits  
Announced Friday, December 1 (Yartzeits observed December 1-7;  18-24 Kislev) 
David Birkland, Friend of Thomas Sachs     December 1  
Leon Cohen, Father of Marlene Cohen     December 2 (19 Kislev) 
Katherine Hoffman, Paternal Grandmother of Michael Hoffman December 2 (19 Kislev) 
Robert Mannheimer, Father of Barbara Goldberg  December 3 (20 Kislev) 
Harry Neff, Grandfather of Larry Neff     December 3  
Irwin Cohen, Father of Beth Cohen      December 4  
Mark Hyman, Brother of Deb Hyman     December 4  
Robert Weis, Friend of Ruth Potts      December 4  
Anne Grossman, Maternal Grandmother of Joseph Pomper December 5 (22 Kislev) 
Ruth Wind, Mother of Joel Wind       December 5 (22 Kislev) 
Ben Liff, Father of Diane Liff        December 6  
Libbye Sneider, Mother of Frances Sneider    December 6  
Sol Gnatt, Grandfather of Erica Gloger     December 07  
Seymour Pomper, Father of Joseph Pomper    December 7 (24 Kislev) 
 
Announced Friday & Saturday, December 8 & 9 (Yartzeits observed December 8-14;   
25 Kislev – 2 Tevet) 
Ben Dowling, Cousin of Avi Whitman     December 8 (25 Kislev) 
Rose Gasthalter, Grandmother of Mindy Gasthalter  December 8  
Lillian Kornfeld, Grandmother of Howard Menaker  December 8 (25 Kislev) 
Tilly Martin, Mother & Mother-in-Law of Elke Martin & Eva Freund  December 9  
Will Booker, Member of Bet Mishpachah    December 10  
Elizabeth Nissenbaum, Grandmother of Beverly Nissenbaum December 10 (27 Kislev) 
Norma Passy, Aunt of Barry Friedman     December 10 (27 Kislev) 
Alex Stern, Brother of Milton Stern      December 10 (27 Kislev) 
Harry Friedman, Grandfather of Barry Friedman   December 11 (28 Kislev) 
Helen Kropf, Mother of Barry Kropf      December 11 (28 Kislev) 
Leah Bernstein, Mother & Grandmother of Sandor Bernstein & Marc Bernstein    December 12 (29 Kislev) 
Edith Cohen, Grandmother of Keith Cohen    December 12  
Seymour Kingsley, Grandfather of Seymour Stern  December 12 
Isaac Sheinbein, Father of Israel Sheinbein    December 12  
Stanley Abrams, Father of Andrew Abrams    December 13  
James Bjorkman, Friend of Theodore Xakellis   December 13  
David Lasky, Friend of Stuart Sotsky      December 14 (2 Tevet) 
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Member yartzeits—continued 
 
Announced Friday, December 15 (Yartzeits observed December 15-21;  3-9 Tevet) 
Leo Dickson, Uncle of Stuart Sotsky      December 15 (3 Tevet) 
Ruth Leabman, Aunt of Arthur Leabman     December 15 (3 Tevet) 
Solomon Weissman, Grandfather of Jeffrey Kahn  December 16  
Bertram Allman, Grandfather of Beth Cohen    December 17  
Ida Eneman, Grandmother of Jeffrey Berns    December 18 (6 Tevet) 
Bill Lemen, Partner of Thomas Sachs     December 18  
Edward Singer, Father of Michael Singer    December 18  
Aba Adams, Niece of Larry Neff       December 19  
Louise Burka, Grandmother of Jeffrey Burka   December 19 (7 Tevet) 
Louis Kaplan, Grandfather of Ruth Potts     December 19 (7 Tevet) 
Joachim Martin, Father & Father-in-law of Elke Martin & Eva Freund  December 19  
Wilhelm Martin, Grandfather of Elke Martin    December 19  
Eva Weinshelbaun, Grandmother of Eryca Kasse  December 20 (8 Tevet) 
Dorothea Bujara, Grandmother of Chris Miller   December 21  
Lilian Jaco, Grandmother of Thomas Sachs    December 21  
Herbert Scherer, Father of Dana Scherer     December 21  
Ida Tortorello, Aunt of Morris Umansky     December 21  
 
Announced Friday & Saturday, December 22 & 23 (Yartzeits observed December 22-28;  10-16 Tevet) 
Samuel Frishman, Father of Bruce Frishman    December 22  
Daniel Kaplan, Uncle of Ruth Potts      December 22 (10 Tevet) 
Abraham Cohen, Father & Grandfather of Florene Bernstein & Marc Bernstein December 23 (11 Tevet) 
Martha Francis, Aunt of Barbara Goldberg    December 23 (11 Tevet) 
Martin Friedman, Uncle of Barry Friedman    December 23  
Isaac Potts, Grandfather of Ruth Potts     December 23 (11 Tevet) 
Goldie Nissenbaum, Mother of Beverly Nissenbaum December 24 (12 Tevet) 
Barbara Auerbach, Mother of Douglas Auerbach  December 26  
Jack Stoler, Father of Harvey Stoler      December 26 (14 Tevet) 
Neil Lazan, Brother of Andrew Abrams     December 27  
Bernard Myers, Member of Bet Mishpachah    December 27  
Jason Zweigenbaum, Cousin of Douglas Auerbach  December 27  
 
Announced Friday, December 29 (Yartzeits observed December 29 – January 4;  17-21 Tevet) 
Sherwood Kahn, Father of Jeffrey Kahn     December 28  
Edythe Pollack, Grandmother of Jeffrey Burka   December 28 (16 Tevet) 
Gary Berns, Father of Jeffrey Berns      December 29 (17 Tevet) 
Goldie Neff, Mother of Larry Neff      December 29  
Jane Burka, Mother of Jeffrey Burka      December 30 (18 Tevet) 
Harold Lax, Uncle of Stuart Sotsky      December 30 (18 Tevet) 
Joe  Lucero, Friend of David Fox       December 30  
Shirley Esquith, Friend of Morris Umansky    December 31  
Margot Lax, Aunt of Stuart Sotsky      December 31 (19 Tevet) 
Alan Roberts, Member of Bet Mishpachah    January 1  
Hannah Wandersman, Mother of Suzanne Wandersman     January 1 (20 Tevet) 
Lynne Foster, Sister of Alex Ford      January 2  
Elinor Carlton, Mother of Patricia Carlton    January 3  
Morris Cohen, Grandfather of Marlene Cohen   January 3 (22 Tevet) 
Marty Lisberger, Friend of Ruth Potts     January 4  
Ida Magid, Grandmother of Carl Spatz     January 4 (23 Tevet) 
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Shabbat Services  
Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services 
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay 
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our 
website for details.  The Zoom meeting number will be 
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and 
Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services 
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion 
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor 
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.betmish.org/oneg. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our 
weekly email. 
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
location, occasion and number of expected attendees 
to administrator@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of LGBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch 
and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 
 
Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to 
announce a death in your family, 
email bereavement@betmish.org. 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah.  The newsletter is 
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles, 
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of 
the month prior to publication to 
administrator@betmish.org. 
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, 
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well 
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email newsletter, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website 
at www.betmish.org with information about our 
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our 
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites 
of interest. 
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our 
editorial or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for new members, 
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the 
DC metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to membershipdirector@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — 
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim 
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is 
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive 
the information. Please email us 
at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 
Women’s Outreach Program 
On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 we pour 
our favorite beverage to go along with our own 
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and 
conversation. We continue to gather virtually every week 
and may try an in-person option soon. If you have any 
questions contact programmingdirector@betmish.org  
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.          
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and 
we welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-
binary people.  

mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ..................................  ..............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  ..............................  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Mitchell Haymes  .............................  ..............................  president@betmish.org  
 
Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  .........................  ..............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Whitney Babash  .............................  ..............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:   .........................  ..............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris .........  ..............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

High Holy Days: Paula Morris  ........................  ..............................  hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter  ....................  ..............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris ......   .............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
Choir (Tach’shitim): Whitney Babash ..............  ..............................  choir@betmish.org 
 

Director of Membership:  Deb Hyman................  ..............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
 
Director of Operations: Kasey Bigsby ................ …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator  ............................  ..............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Coordinator  ..................................  ..............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd ...................  sign@betmish.org  

 
Director of Programming ...................................  ..............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  ..............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ....................  ..............................  education@betmish.org  
Programming Committee: Joseph Pomper .....  ..............................  programs@betmish.org 

 
Director of Community Affairs: Brian Parks ........  ..............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Bruce Horowitz  ..........................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger……………………….. ..  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Barbara Lewis  ............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee:  Rod Ross ...................  ..............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  .........  ..............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: James Radack ........................ ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  
Keshet Rising .................................................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
B’nai Ahava ....................................................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 

 
STAFF 

Executive Director:  Joshua Maxey ...................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. .............  administrator@betmish.org 
Bookkeeper .......................................................  ..............................  bookkeeping@betmish.org 
 


