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Words from our Rabbi 
 

By Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
 

Many Jewish 
holy days occur 
in the month of 
Tishri.  Rosh 
HaShana be-
gins the month, 
closely fol-
lowed by Yom 
Kippur, Sukkot, 

Shmini Atzeret, and Simchat Torah.  The month that 
follows, which we have just completed, is named 
Cheshvan.  Aside from Shabbat, there are no Jewish 
holy days in Cheshvan.  The lack of holy days in 
this month prompted the rabbis to call it Mar Chesh-
van, meaning “Bitter Cheshvan.”  This is how most 
of the Jewish world experiences this month, but not 
the entire Jewish community.  In fact, if we widen 
our perspective to include the Ethiopian Jewish 
community, we find a holy day in this month - Sigd.  
This is not a holy day I grew up observing, and I 
can’t say that I’ve ever experienced it first-hand. 
Therefore, I’d like to share the following explana-
tion of the holy day from My Jewish Learning, writ-
ten by someone far more knowledgeable than me. 
(Sigd is an Ethiopian Jewish holiday celebrated on the 
29th of Cheshvan, exactly 50 days after Yom Kippur.) 
 

The Ethiopian Jewish community lived in complete 
isolation from other Jewish communities for many 
centuries, until the mid-20th century when many 
Ethiopians were air-lifted to Israel. For this reason, 
the Ethiopian Jewish community, called the Beta 
Israel, developed many holidays and celebrations 
that do not exist in other Jewish communities. 
The name Sigd means “prostration” in Ge’ez, an an-
cient Ethiopian liturgical language, but it is related 
to the word sged (same meaning) in Aramaic, one of 
the languages of the Talmud. 
 
Sigd is about accepting the Torah and yearning for 
Israel and the Temple. It is thought to be the date on 
which God first revealed himself to Moses. 

Traditionally, members of the Beta Israel community 
fast on Sigd, read from their scriptures (which are 
called the Octateuch, the five books of Moses 
plus Joshua, Judges and Ruth), recite Psalms, and pray 
for the rebuilding of the Temple. It is also a time for 
renewing the Israelite covenant with God. The fast 
ends mid-day with a feast and dancing. For this reason, 
though it is connected to Yom Kippur, it shares many 
resonances with Shavuot. 
 
Since 2008, Sigd has been recognized as a state holiday 
in Israel. In Israel today, it is celebrated for an entire 
month leading up to the 29th of Cheshvan, and it is an 
opportunity to raise Ethiopian Jewish visibility and ed-
ucate Israeli Jews about Beta Israel customs. 
 
This year, Sigd fell on the evening of November 22 and 
the day of November 23.  May this holiday help us 
acknowledge and celebrate the diversity of the Jewish 
people and the communities that make it what it is.  
Perhaps then, our month of Cheshvan won’t be so bit-
ter. 

Havdala Service and Saturday Night Movie 
 
Join us on Saturday, December 17th at 7:00 pm as 
we say goodbye to Shabbat and welcome in a new 
week with Havdala. Following Havdala, stick around 
for a film screening of Reckonings--- a film about the 
aftermath of the Holocaust, when German and Jewish 
leaders bridge an impossible divide and meet in secret 
to grapple with the first reparations in history. To reg-
ister for the film screening, go to: https://
www.betmish.org/event/reckoningsfilm 
 
Havdala will have a virtual option, however, the 

film screening will be in-person only at the 
EDCJCC in the Kay Community Hall. 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/months-of-the-jewish-year/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/yom-kippur-101/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-history-of-ethiopian-jewry/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/ethiopian-jews-in-israel/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/jewish-aramaic/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/talmud-101/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-torah/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-book-of-joshua/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-book-of-judges/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-story-of-the-book-of-ruth/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-book-of-psalms/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-temple-its-destruction/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/shavuot-101/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/what-is-sigd/_wp_link_placeholder
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBMKAilFxGM
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Chanuka 
 
On Chanuka we light a lamp 
    against the darkness 
    of ignorance and superstition 
 
On Chanuka we light a lamp 
    for the radiance 
    of wisdom and truth 
 
On Chanuka we light a lamp 
    against the blindness 
    of hatred and bigotry 
 
On Chanuka we light a lamp 
    for the glow  
    of lovingkindness and tolerance 
 
On Chanuka we light a lamp 
    against the shadow 
    of tyranny and oppression 
 
On Chanuka we light a lamp 
    for the flame 
    of freedom and justice 
 
On Chanuka we light a lamp 
    against the pall 
    of idolatry and barbarism 
 
On Chanuka we light a lamp 
    for the illumination 
    of the oneness of all life 
 

Stuart Sotsky 
Sh’vat Va-Yinafash, page 393 

Bet Mishpachah Congregational Annual Meeting 

 
We will be holding our annual congregational meeting on Sunday,  

December 11th starting at 1:00 pm at the EDCJCC.  This year, we will 
meet both in-person as well as virtually.   
 

Only members in good standing have the opportunity to vote.  If you 
would like to renew your membership or become a new member, please 
contact Deb Hyman at membershipdirector@betmish.org.   
 
Let your voice be heard!  We urge all members to attend either in person 
or virtually. 
 
Zoom link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84831313017 
 

Our new slate of officers for the 
Board of Directors to be presented 
is: 
 
President: Mitchell Haymes 
Treasurer: Douglas Auerbach 
Secretary: Whitney Babash 

Director of Religious Affairs : 
TBD 
Director of Membership : Deb 

Hyman 
Director of Programming : Paula 
Morris 

Director of Congregational Af-
fairs : Bruce Horowitz 
Director of Community Affairs : 
Brian Parks 

Director of Operations : TBD 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84831313017
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It Doesn’t Take a Miracle 

 
by Ethan Felson, Executive Director of A Wider Bridge, December 2021  

 
For Jews around the world, Sunday night marked the beginning of Hanukkah. 
The story of Hanukkah celebrates the liberation of Jerusalem by the Macca-
bees, a small and poorly armed group of Jews who took on, and defeated, one 
of the world’s most powerful armies.  

Upon entering Jerusalem, the Maccabees saw that there was only enough oil 
to light the Temple’s eternal flame for one night. But the oil lasted eight 
nights — enough time for new oil to be prepared. The eternal flame remained 
lit, and light triumphed over darkness.  The story of Hanukkah was a miracle. While we celebrate and commemorate 
that miracle, we should also remember that it doesn’t take a miracle for one person to make a difference.  

The entire world is shaking beneath our feet. The climate is in crisis and our planet is in danger. A viral contagion has 
claimed the lives of millions, and there’s no clear end in sight. Creeping authoritarianism threatens the entire world, in-
cluding here at home.  Sometimes it seems like it will take a miracle to solve even one of these problems. The reason 
these problems seem so overwhelming is because they are — no one person can fix it themselves. 

Here in the LGBTQ community, we have made enormous strides, and we ought to be proud of them. But there is so 
much more work to be done. Not everyone in our community is treated equally, and not everyone has the same access to 
opportunity. Black, brown and trans LGBTQ people face systemic and structural disadvantages and discrimination and 
are at increased risk of violence and suicide. It must stop. 

These are big problems too, and the LGBTQ people as a collective can help make the changes we need so that light tri-
umphs over darkness. But it doesn’t take a miracle for individuals to light the spark. Our movement is being held back 
by the creeping and dangerous narrative that insists we choose between our identities instead of embracing all of them.  

The presentation of this false choice has fallen especially hard on LGBTQ Jews, many of whom feel a genuine connec-
tion to and support for Israel. They feel marginalized when asked to sideline their identity by being told that the world’s 
only Jewish state shouldn’t even have a place on the map. And they feel attacked when asked about the Israeli govern-
ment’s policies during a conflict, as if they have some obligation to condemn them and take a stand simply because of 
their faith. 

One of the ways we can shine our light is to fight for an LGBTQ community that is truly inclusive. This holiday season, 
pledge to celebrate all aspects of your identity and the rights of LGBTQ people to define their own identities and choose 
their own paths. If you feel the pressure to keep any part of your identity in the closet, stand up to it and refuse.  

In the face of enormous challenges that require collective action, we must not give up on our power as individuals to do 
what’s right. It doesn’t take a miracle to do that. 

The tradition of lighting the menorah each night represents ensuring the continuity of that eternal flame. One of the rea-
sons the Hanukkah menorah is displayed prominently in the windows of homes and in public squares is because the 
light isn’t meant to be confined to the Jewish home. The light is for everyone — and a reminder that we can share it 
with the world every day to try to make it better. 

As long as we keep fighting for justice, we don’t need to perform miracles. But we do need to do our part so that light 
triumphs over darkness. It is up to each of us to map out what we can contribute to create a truly inclusive LGBTQ com-
munity. This holiday season, be the light. If you can, donate to a group that helps lift LGBTQ youth in crisis. Volunteer 
your time to fight for the rights and the lives of trans people. And be kind to one another. 

Whether you are Jewish, Christian, Muslim, or of no faith at all, take this opportunity to share your light with the world. 
It doesn’t take a miracle to do that. 
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One More Fall Class with Rabbi Jake 
 

Rabbi Jake will be 
teaching one more 
exciting new fall class.  
Come in person or join 
us online. 

Sing a New Song - A 
Survey of New 
Melodies for Ancient Texts - Wednesday,       
December 14th, at 7:30 pm.  We all have the melodies 
to certain prayers and texts that speak to us - perhaps 
something from childhood or something we’ve learned 
somewhere along our Jewish journeys.  Jewish 
musicians and composers are always finding new ways 
to bring meaning to ancient texts, and we’ll hear how 
some of them have interpreted them through song.  
We’ll hear examples from Israeli artists, queer Jews, 
and camp song leaders, and do some singing along as 
well. 
 

The Zoom invitations will appear closer to their dates in 

the weekly “This Week and Beyond” electronic 

newsletter, on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/

betmish, and our website www.betmish.org.  Classes 

are always free for members of Bet Mishpachah.  There 

is a suggested donation of $10 for non-members which 

may be made on our website. 

 

Book Group meets in December 
 
The Bet Mishpachah Book 
Group will get together on 
Sunday, December 18th 
at 4:00 pm to discuss 
Chaim Potok's The Book 
of Lights, as we prepare to 
celebrate Chanuka, the 
Festival of Lights, that 
evening.  The 1981 novel 
is set in the 1950's, where 
Gershon Loran, a young 
rabbi, is irresistibly drawn 
to the study of Jewish mysticism, known as Kab-
balah.  Loran serves as a military chaplain in Ko-
rea and Japan, countries where "Judaism has 
played no part, has no reality," and finds his 
thinking challenged about the meaning of faith in 
a world of light.  However, "light" in the novel 
takes on a number of meanings other than the 
light of mysticism or faith, even the light of the 
atomic bomb that the father of Gershon's friend 
Arthur helped to create.   
 
The book is available in Kindle, hardcover and 
paperback versions.  As always, all Bet Mish 
members are welcome.  Please email 

bookgroup@betmish.org for the Zoom ID. 

Chanuka with Bet Mishpachah 
 

Monday, December 19th: We invite you to join us on the second night of 
Chanuka at Union Market. Bet Mishpachah has been invited to participate 
in the candle lighting which will begin at 6:30 pm. For more information, 
please visit https://unionmarketdc.com/events/menorah-lighting/. To 
volunteer to sit at a Bet Mishpachah booth during the candle lighting, 
please email executivedirector@betmish.org. 
 

Tuesday, December 20th:  Gaydel, Gaydel, Gaydel!  Starting at 6:00 pm, light up the night when you 
celebrate Chanuka with other LGBTQ Jews (and our friends) at As You Are Bar in Eastern Market (500 8th 
Street SE) for mingling, drink specials, and candle lighting.  Join Bet Mishpachah, GLOE (GLBTQ 
Outreach & Engagement), Nice Jewish Boys DC, Nice Jewish Girls, The Den Collective, Capital Qvellers, 
GatherDC, Washington Hebrew Congregation, Adas Israel, Sixth & I, and PJ Library of Jewish Federation 
of Greater Washington for this traditional annual gathering of the local LGBTQ Jewish community. 
 

Friday, December 23rd: A Bet Mishpachah tradition continues!   

For the evening service of Shabbat Chanuka, bring your Menorah (Chanukiyah) and enough candles (6 + 
the shammas) to light just before Erev Shabbat services start.  Enjoy the glow of dozens of candles burning 
brightly during the service as we join in our community. If you will be at home, we hope you will join us in 
lighting your Chanukiyah and reciting the blessings with us.  
 

Sunday, December 25th:  Chinese food, a movie and ending the evening with Chanuka candle lighting for 
the last night of the holiday.  Details to follow in our weekly newsletter. If you would like to help plan this 
movie night, please email Mindy Gasthalter at mgasthalter@gmail,com 

http://www.facebook.com/betmish
http://www.facebook.com/betmish
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:bookgroup@betmish.org
https://unionmarketdc.com/events/menorah-lighting/
mailto:executivedirector@betmish.org
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     Thank You to Our December  
Service Leaders  

Friday, December 2: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and 
 Paula Morris 
Friday, December 9: Vinny Prell and  
 Robyn Helzner 
Saturday, December 10: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, December 16: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  
Friday, December 23:  Louis Blank 
Saturday, December 24: (virtual only) Alex Carter 
 and Ruth Potts 
Friday, December 30: Allan Armus 
 
 

Thank you to our November  
Service Leaders  

Friday, November 4: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, November 11:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Saturday, November 12: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, November 18: Allan Armus 
Friday, November 25: Larry Neff 
Saturday, November 26: Alex Carter and Ruth Potts  
 

 

December Anniversaries 
 

David T. Fox and Robert Margrave 
Alicia Saffer and Kris Hatlelid  

Barry Friedman and Chi Keung Yim  
Dena Lebowitz and Dee Smith  

December Birthdays  
 

Louis Altarescu 
Allan Armus 

Marc Bernstein 
Andres Doernberg 

Noel Elliott 
Devra Floyd 

Barry Friedman 
Margy Kohn 

Betty Milgram 
Chris Miller 

Henry Morris 
Jeffrey Nakrin 

Liat Novek 
Loretta Saks  

Sponsor an Oneg Shabbat or Kiddush! 
 
With more people attending in-person services, we want to commemorate meaningful events in your life.  
We love to share celebrations, milestones, yartzeits or other life cycle events with our community.  Your 
name and sponsorship will be announced at Shabbat services.  
 
If you would like to sponsor an Erev Shabbat Oneg or Shabbat Morning Kiddush lunch, please use the link 
below.  If you have a date beyond the sign up window, please contact our administrator.  Looking forward to 
being with you and being a part of your simcha or milestone. 
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094bafac28a3fc1-erev1 
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Amazon Smile—one stop for holiday 
shopping! 
 
     Bet Mishpachah is enrolled 
in Amazon Smile. You can 
shop and have .5% of what 
you buy come to your favorite 
synagogue.  Amazon Smile is 
the same Amazon you know – 
but now a part of your 
purchase price is donated to 
Bet Mishpachah. 
     To enroll, visit Amazon Smile.  Enter your user 
name and password as you would normally do.  At 
the next screen, “Start Picking Your Charity,” enter 
Bet Mishpachah, hit “select,” click “Yes, I understand 
that I must always start at smile.amazon.com to 
support Bet Mishpachah,” so START SHOPPING 
and support Bet Mishpachah with every purchase. 

Operating Fund 
Douglas Auerbach 
Davina Friedmann 
Richard Gondelman 
Jennifer Helburn 
Andrea Jennetta 
Sheila Kaplan 
Davi LaBarre 
Eitan Plasse 
Robert Rudinsky 
Charles Stewart 
Morris Umansky 
Kim Zeitlin 
Rod Ross, in honor of Allan Armus as Sukkot host 
David Schwarz, in memory of Stephen Lee 
 
Mark Goldfarb Memorial Accessibility Fund 
Devra Floyd 
 
Richard Krampf Social Action Fund 
Jutta Brettschneider 
Joseph Pomper, in memory of his grandmother 
 
High Holy Day Yizkor Book 
Eva Freund and Elke Martin 
Marlene Cohen and Beverly Nissenbaum 
 
David Green Memorial Special Projects 
Fund 
Joseph Pomper, in memory of his parents and for  
 receiving an honor 
 
In support of our Break-the-Fast 
Dena Lebowitz 

October Donations 

We appreciate the generosity of our members and 
friends, and recognize them for their support.  

Thank you to our Ushers during  

High Holy Day services 

Barry Kropf 
Brian Parks 
Leti Gomez 
Ruth Eisenberg 
Louis Altarescu 
Barry Friedman 
David Schwarz 
Keith Cohen 
Patrick DiBattista 
Alfredo Gomez  



 

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly  Kislev/Tevet 5783/December 2022              Page  7  

We extend our sincerest sympathy to 

Judith Retchin on the loss of her mother, Joyce Retchin Rogers 

Member Yartzeits  
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, November 25 and 26 (Yartzeits observed November 25-  
December 1; 1-7 Kislev)    
Bernice Peskin, Aunt of Judy Barlas     November 25    
Dick Carter, Uncle of Alex Carter and Ruth Potts November 26    
Chet Wood, Member of Bet Mishpachah    November 26    
Morris Weinstein, Grandfather of Michael Singer November 27    
Joshua Boneh, Friend of Stuart Sotsky and Member of Bet Mishpachah    November 28 (4 Kislev) 
James Getty, Partner of John Winterson    November 28    
Fern Dobuler, Sister of Andi Kasarsky    November 29    
Mickey Lev, Uncle of Larry Neff      November 29    
Joseph Rothlein, Grandfather of Jeffrey Burka  November 29 (5 Kislev) 
David Birkland, Friend of Thomas Sachs    December 1    
Herman Hoffman, Paternal Grandfather of Michael Hoffman   December 1 (7 Kislev) 
 
Announced Friday, December 2 (Yartzeits observed December 2-8; 8-14 Kislev)    
Harry Neff, Grandfather of Larry Neff    December 3    
Irwin Cohen, Father of Beth Cohen     December 4    
Mark Hyman, Brother of Deb Hyman    December 4    
Robert Weis, Friend of Ruth Potts     December 4    
Toba Esther Armus, Grandmother of Allan Armus December 5 (11 Kislev) 
Fanny Garten, Grandmother of Sarajane Garten  December 6 (12 Kislev) 
Ben Liff, Father of Diane Liff       December 6    
Libbye Sneider, Mother of Frances Sneider   December 6    
Leona Cross, Mother of Belinda Cross    December 7    
Sol Gnatt, Grandfather of Erica Gloger    December 7    
Juliette Haymes, Mother of Mitchell Haymes  December 7 (13 Kislev) 
Rose Gasthalter, Grandmother of Mindy Gasthalter December 8    
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, December 9 and 10 (Yartzeits observed December 9-15;  
15-21 Kislev)    
Leroy Aarons, Friend of Stuart Sotsky and Member of Bet Mishpachah   December 9 (15 Kislev) 
Tilly Martin, Mother of Elke Martin and Mother-in-law of Eva Freund    December 9    
Diana Umansky, Sister-in-law of Morris Umansky December 9 (15 Kislev) 
David Green, Friend of Martin Less and past board member       December 10 (16 Kislev) 
Halina Preston, Aunt of Joel Wind     December 10 (16 Kislev) 
Edith Cohen, Grandmother of Keith Cohen   December 12    
Seymour Kingsley, Grandfather of Seymour Stern December 12    
Isaac Sheinbein, Father of Israel Sheinbein   December 12    
Stanley Abrams, Father of Andrew Abrams   December 13    
James Bjorkman, Friend of Theodore Xakellis  December 13    
Leon Cohen, Father of Marlene Cohen    December 13 (19 Kislev) 
Katherine Hoffman, Paternal Grandmother of Michael Hoffman     December 13 (19 Kislev) 
Robert Mannheimer, Father of Barbara Goldberg December 14 (20 Kislev) 
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Member Yartzeits  - continued 
 

Announced Friday, December 16 (Yartzeits observed December 16-22; 22-28 Kislev)    
Ted Goldfarb, Father-in-law of Allan Armus    December 16    
Anne Grossman, Maternal Grandmother of Joseph Pomper December 16 (22 Kislev) 
Solomon Weissman, Grandfather of Jeffrey Kahn  December 16    
Ruth Wind, Mother of Joel Wind       December 16 (22 Kislev) 
Bertram Allman, Grandfather of Beth Cohen    December 17    
Marion Panell, Stepfather of Charles Stewart   December 17    
Bill Lemen, Partner of Thomas Sachs     December 18    
Seymour Pomper, Father of Joseph Pomper    December 18 (24 Kislev) 
Edward Singer, Father of Michael Singer    December 18    
Aba Adams, Niece of Larry Neff       December 19    
Lillian Kornfeld, Grandmother of Howard Menaker  December 19 (25 Kislev) 
Gitl Krakofsky, Great-aunt of Judy Barlas    December 19    
Joachim Martin, Father of Elke Martin and Father-in-law of Eva Freund December 19    
Wilhelm Martin, Grandfather of Elke Martin    December 19    
Dorothea Bujara, Grandmother of Chris Miller   December 21    
Lilian Jaco, Grandmother of Thomas Sachs    December 21    
Elizabeth Nissenbaum, Grandmother of Beverly Nissenbaum December 21 (27 Kislev) 
Ida Tortorello, Aunt of Morris Umansky     December 21    
Harry Friedman, Grandfather of Barry Friedman   December 22 (28 Kislev) 
Samuel Frishman, Father of Bruce Frishman    December 22    
Helen Kropf, Mother of Barry Kropf      December 22 (28 Kislev) 
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, December 23 and 24 (Yartzeits observed December 23-29; 29 
Kislev – 5 Tevet)    
Leah Bernstein, Mother of Sandor Bernstein and Grandmother of Marc Bernstein December 23 (29 Kislev) 
Martin Friedman, Uncle of Barry Friedman    December 23    
Barbara Auerbach, Mother of Douglas Auerbach  December 26    
David Lasky, Beloved Friend of Stuart Sotsky   December 26 (2 Tevet) 
Leo Dickson, Uncle of Stuart Sotsky      December 27 (3 Tevet) 
Neil Lazan, Brother of Andrew Abrams     December 27    
Ruth Leabman, Aunt of Arthur Leabman     December 27 (3 Tevet) 
Jason Zweigenbaum, Cousin of Douglas Auerbach  December 27    
Sherwood Kahn, Father of Jeffrey Kahn     December 28    
Goldie Neff, Mother of Larry Neff      December 29    
 
Announced Friday, December 30 (Yartzeits observed December 30 - January 5; 6 – 12 Tevet))    
Ida Eneman, Grandmother of Jeffrey Berns    December 30 (6 Tevet) 
Louise Burka, Grandmother of Jeffrey Burka   December 31 (7 Tevet) 
Shirley Esquith, Friend of Morris Umansky    December 31    
Louis Kaplan, Grandfather of Ruth Potts     December 31 (7 Tevet) 
Eva Weinshelbaun, Grandmother of Eryca Kasse  January 1 (8 Tevet) 
Lynne Foster, Sister of Alex Ford      January 2   
Elinor Carlton, Mother of Patricia Carlton    January 3   
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Shabbat Services  
Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services 
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay 
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our 
website for details.  The Zoom meeting number will be 
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and 
Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services 
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion 
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor 
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/85094BAFAC28A3FC1-
erev. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our 
weekly email. 
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
location and number of expected attendees 
to administrator@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of GLBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch 
and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 
 
Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to 
announce a death in your family, 
email bereavement@betmish.org. 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah.  The newsletter is 
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles, 
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of 
the month prior to publication to 
administrator@betmish.org. 
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, 
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well 
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email newsletter, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website 
at www.betmish.org with information about our 
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our 
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites 
of interest. 
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our 
editorial or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for new members, 
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the 
DC metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to membershipdirector@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — 
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim 
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is 
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive 
the information. Please email us 
at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 
Women’s Outreach Program 
On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 we pour 
our favorite beverage to go along with our own 
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and 
conversation. We continue to gather virtually every week 
and may try an in-person option soon. If you have any 
questions contact programmingdirector@betmish.org  
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.          
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and 
we welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-
binary people.  

https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ...................................  .............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  .............................  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Mitchell Haymes  .............................  .............................  president@betmish.org  
   Rabbinic Liaison Committee:  Al Munzer 
 
Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  ..........................  .............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Whitney Babash  .............................  .............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:   ..........................  .............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Rachel Wolkowitz  .  .............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

Choir (Tach’shitim):  ........................................  .............................  choirdirector@betmish.org 
High Holy Days: Paula Morris & Rachel Hamberger  ....................  hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter  ....................  .............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Rachel Wolkowitz  ...........................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 

Director of Membership:  Deb Hyman ................  .............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
   Strategic Planning Task Force: Deb Hyman 
 
Director of Operations ........................................ …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator .............................  .............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Coordinator  ...................................  .............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd  ..................  sign@betmish.org  

 
Director of Programming: Paula Morris  .............  .............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  .............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn .....................  .............................  education@betmish.org  

 
Director of Community Affairs: Brian Parks ........  .............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Jewish Community Relations Council representative: Stuart Sotsky 
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Bruce Horowitz  .........................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger……………………….. ..  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Barbara Lewis  ............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee: Allan Armus .................  .............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  .........  .............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: James Radack ........................ ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  
Keshet Rising .................................................  .............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 

 
STAFF 

Executive Director:  Joshua Maxey ....................  .............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. ............  administrator@betmish.org 
Congregational Bookkeeper:    Elke Martin 


