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The flowers are drooping from the intense heat and
vegetable gardens have become alluringly delicious sal-
ad bars for the suburbs’ wildlife. The city birds are crea-
tively finding sources for water and plucking seeds off
from the parched flowers dangling from window boxes.

Right now, the coolest activities in the DMV are be-
ing created by our Board, professional staff and volun-
teers. We are updating our shul’s policies and guide-
lines, prudently managing our funds, building stronger
alliances with the wider LGBTQ+ communities, and
engaging with a new fundraising software platform. Our
treasurer, administrator and executive director are work-
ing together to convert the synagogue’s financial man-
agement software, QuickBooks, to its cloud-based for-
mat option. Rabbi Jake and our lay leaders are creating
even more robust and meaningful services.

I am pleased to announce that on Saturday, Septem-
ber 28" at the EDCJCC, starting at 8:00 pm, Rabbi Jake
will be leading our S lichot service which will feature
Tach’shitim 2.0. The choir has reorganized and will
start rehearsing at the end of July in preparation for the
High Holy Days. This service will be preceded by a spe-
cial program entitled "S lichot: Gateway to the High
Holy Days.”

We asked, l?fou answered
ASK # 1- Answer: The 50" Anniversary Celebration
committee now has a group of co-leaders who will col-
laborate along with the committee to create a year full of
wonderful programs, fundraising events and celebra-
tions.

ASK #2 — Answer: Currently, one of our members is
exploring the opportunity to chair the committee which
will organize the logistics for the World Congress of
LGBTQ+ Jews meeting which will be held during Pride
2025.

ASK #3 — Un-answered: Director of Operations chair
remains vacant. Currently, Barry Friedman, the Mensch
from Down Under, has volunteered to help as much as
possible while the vacancy remains. What we truly need,

www.betmish.org

as soon as possible, is a volunteer to take a huge leap of
faith and fill the Board position. Please contact me for
more information. High Holy Days are just around the
corner. We have huge empty shoes to fill. The commit-
ment is until January 31, 2025.

Your Board, staff and volunteers are working to-
gether to provide our congregation creative programs
with engaging speakers, collaborated events with other
LGBTQ+ cohorts and new well researched state of the
art software and fund-raising platforms.

PLEASE show your love to our precious Bet Mish-
pachah and ‘US’ by renewing your membership now. It
costs Bet Mishpachah close to $2000 per member to
keep our lights on and candles burning. Consider donat-
ing at an enhanced level of membership or adding a lit-
tle more to the Basic dues level.

Stay cool,
Deborah Hyman, President
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For those of you who have already renewed, we ap-
preciate it. If you have not yet responded, please
take the time to do so as our new fiscal year started
on July 1, 2024.

Nobody is ever denied membership due to financial
constraints. If you need to make alternative financial
arrangements, please email me, Mindy Gasthalter,
membershipdirector@betmish.org. If you have ques-
tions about how best to donate — via appreciated se-
curities, check or as a Qualified Charitable Donation
from your IRA — I can also provide guidance. I am
also available to discuss any other membership ques-
tions that you may have.

If you did not receive your renewal form or would
like a new member form, please email
administrator@betmish.org. Our new member form
can also be filled out on our website on the member-
ship tab, at the bottom of that page.

Washington DC’s Egalitarian Synagogue Embracing a Diversity of Sexual and Gender Identities
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Peace Means More Than Quiet

Help us, G-d, to lie down in peace,
But teach us that peace means more than quiet.

Remind us that if we are to be at peace at night,
We must take heed how we live by day.

Grant us the peace that comes from honest dealing,
So that no fear of discovery will haunt our sleep.

Rid us of resentments and hatreds,
Which rob us of the peace we crave.

Liberate us from enslaving habits,
Which disturb us and give us no rest.

May we inflict no pain, bring no shame,
And seek no profit by another’s loss.

May we commit no act during the day
That will bring us remorse at night.

May we so live that we can face
The whole world with dignity.

May we lie down in peace tonight,

And awaken tomorrow to a richer and fuller life. Amen.

Adapted from Rabbi Sidney Greenberg
Shavat V-Yinafash page 81

Seeking Nominations for Annual Service Awards!

Nominations are now being accepted for our two annual service awards
to be presented at the Member Volunteer Recognition Shabbat service
on Friday, September 13th. Please submit your nominations along
with a brief description of their accomplishments no later than Septem-
ber 1st to Congregatonal AffarirsDirector@betmish.org.

The Dace Stone Volunteer of the Year Award, named for congregant
Dace Stone, z”/, a distinguished social worker and LGBTQ+ and AIDS
activist, recognizes a congregational member who has made outstanding
contributions to the Bet Mishpachah community.

The Harvey Milk Chesed Award, named for LGBTQ+ activist and
openly gay San Francisco City Council member assassinated in 1978,
recognizes an individual, member or nonmember, who has made out-
standing contributions to the wider LGBTQ and Jewish communities of
which Bet Mishpachah is a part.

Contents:

Page 1:
Presidential Remarks
Membership Renewal Season

Page 2:
Words from our Siddur
Annual Service Awards

Page 3:
A Drash for Tu B’Av

Pages 4:
From our Programming Committee

Page 5:

Tisha BAv

Congregational Dinner

Thank you Bet Mishpachah!

Review of our trip to the
Capital Jewish Museum

Page 6:
Donations
High Holy Days Begin October 2nd

Page 7:

August Birthdays & Anniversaries

Thank You to our July & August
Service Leaders

Simchat Shabbat

Pages 8:
Yizkor form

Page 9 & 10:

| Member Yartzeits

Page 11:
About us

Page 12:
Directory

Follow us on Social Media

Instagram:
@betmishpachah

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/betmish
www.facebook.com/groups/
Betmish (This is a private, moni-
tored group where you can have
conversations with

other members).

Youtube:
(@betmishpachah
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Love Beyond Measure: Tisha B’Av, Tu B'Av, and Tel Aviv Pride

By Rabbi Dara Lithwick, 2019

A disturbing headline grabbed my attention as I scrolled through
my news feed last month. It read, “Jerusalem chief Rabbi: Gay people
cannot be religious, shouldn’t pretend to be.”As a queer rabbinical
student, I found the rabbi’s comments to be inaccurate at best and, at
worst, possible incitement to hatred or violence against LGBTQ+
T Jews.

- Additionally, the rabbi had seemingly given his remarks in a ser-
1 mon on the preceding Shabbat, which fell on the 17th day of the

- month of Tammuz (from the Hebrew calendar). The 17th of Tammuz

' marks the start of a three-week period culminating with Tisha

B’A4v (the 9th of the month of Av), a somber holiday that mourns the
destruction of the First and Second Temples and other tragedies that
have befallen the Jewish people.

The rabbis teach that the Second Temple was destroyed not be-
cause of a lack of Torah study or observance, but rather due to sinat chinam, or baseless hatred (BT
Yoma 9b:8). Such hatred isn’t irrational; rather, I understand sinat chinam as self-righteous indigna-
tion; it is smug indifference to the concerns of others, fueled by the belief that “I must be right, and
you must be wrong.”

In short, the Temple was destroyed out of a failure to recognize the holiness — the Godliness — in
each other. Rav Kook taught a beautiful lesson about how to repair the damage wrought by sinat
chinam. He wrote: “If we were destroyed, and the world with us, due to baseless hatred, then we
shall rebuild ourselves, and the world with us, with baseless love — ahavat chinam.” (Orot HaKo-
desh vol. 111, p. 324).

In June, I was fortunate to travel to Israel as part of a wonderful group of Canadian LGBTQ+
pride leaders to meet with activists, advocates, academics, and others who support LGBTQ+ Israelis
and Palestinians from all walks of life. In their advocacy and their social action, the people that I met
modeled ahavat chinam.

Organizations such as the Israel Religious Action Center (expertly led by Anat Hoffman and
Rabbi Noa Sattath), IGY (Israel LGBTQ+ Youth), the Jerusalem Open House for Pride and Toler-
ance, and The Aguda (Association for LGBTQ+ Equality in Israel) acted out of love without meas-
ure, without any strings or conditions attached. What connects them, in my opinion, is how they see
us all as being created b ’tzelem Elohim, (in God’s image) — holy and worthy of love and respect.

I also had the opportunity to march with the Canadian Embassy delegation in the Tel Aviv Pride
parade. Through the music and the rainbows and the glitter and the glow, one thing stood out: uncon-
ditional love. It was beautiful and inspiring to see hundreds of thousands of people from the four cor-
ners of the world marching together against the backdrop of the Mediterranean Sea, in support of the
saying that “love is love is love.”

When I read that terrible headline last month, then — the headline that clashed with every sense of
my recent pride experience in Israel — I took a deep breath of gratitude, knowing that our ancient
Jewish tradition has a plan for such close-minded oppressive perspective. Just six days after Tisha
B’Av is another holiday of prescient meaning: 7u B’Av (the 15th of Av). This festival is literally a
holiday of ahavat chinam, marking the end of an ancient prohibition on the Israelites to only marry
within their tribes.

And so, I did not focus on the awful headline of an oppressive view held by so few of our people,
but rather on our very Torah, which is wiser than any one individual can be.

It was as if God knew we would need this very holiday — a guiding force to help us turn away
from our own self-righteousness and do the work Rav Kook called for almost a century ago — to re-
build ourselves and our world with ahavat chinam, to open ourselves and care for each other without
strings attached, honoring the holiness within each of us.



https://www.timesofisrael.com/jerusalem-chief-rabbi-gay-people-arent-religious-should-cast-off-observance/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/jerusalem-chief-rabbi-gay-people-arent-religious-should-cast-off-observance/
https://reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/shabbat
http://www.reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/tishah-bav
http://www.reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/tishah-bav
http://ravkooktorah.org/TISHA-AV-70.htm
https://www.irac.org/
http://igy.org.il/page.php?id=40
https://www.joh.org.il/welcome
https://www.joh.org.il/welcome
https://www.lgbt.org.il/english
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From the Programming Committee

Tu B'Av at Bet Mishpachah: Tu B'Av ('fifteenth of 4v’) is celebrated as the holi-

day of love, Chag HaAhava (TDTINH AM). Tu B'Av was a joyous holiday in the

days of the Temple in Jerusalem, marking the beginning of the grape harvest. 7u

B'Av is a day of joy that follows Tisha B'Av by six days and contrasts with the sad-

ness of Tisha B'Av. In modern times, it has become a romantic Jewish holi-

day. (Think of it as the Jewish equivalent of Valentine's Day!) Bet Mishpachah

will be celebrating 7u B'Av on Friday, August 16th. We encourage all of our sin-

gle members (and their friends) to come to a happy hour before services to cele-

brate Chag HaAhava. The festivities will begin at 6:30 pm. For planning purposes, please let us know if you

will be joining us. Please send your RSVP to programmingdirector@betmish.org.
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. Special Member Event! Bet Mishpachah's Maryland Chavura is happy to announce

our inaugural event, "Get to meet our family."

Sunday, August 25th from 12:00 - 3:00 pm. Rain or shine!

A Kosher Style Brunch and Pool party will be hosted by Deb Hyman and Paula Morris

Bring your bathing suit and take a swim. Play fun outdoor games like corn hole! Or

" just schmooze! RSVP to president@betmish.org is required. More details will be pro-
vided at that time.
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A Bet Mishpachah tradition continues! Join us on Friday, August 30th during
Shabbat services, as we observe “Labor on the Bimah.” Since 1998, Jews United WS UNTED
For Justice has worked to put “labor” back into Labor Day by engaging local Jewish =
communities. We will hear about some of the injustices facing workers today in
Maryland and DC. This year's topic is fair taxes and economic justice. JUFJ has
partnered with synagogues and congregations in DC and Maryland on this Labor
Day weekend program to engage our local Jewish communities in a collective con-
versation around our texts, our historical experiences, and the challenges workers
and their families face today.

on the Bimah
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Guest speaker from Herut: On Friday, September 6th, Aaron Roth, will address
I (¢ congregation after Shabbat services about his work at Herut, a non-partisan or-
ganization established to combat the rise of anti-Zionism and antisemitism. The
/nm name “Herut” comes from the Hebrew word for freedom. The movement is rooted in
the unshakable belief that every Jew deserves to thrive in a world where their cultural
I ©critage is celebrated, their voices are heard, and their potential is realized. Their
mission is to create a supportive network that fosters unity, resilience, and
empowerment among Jews everywhere.
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Bet Mishpachah End of Summer Picnic: Bet Mishpachah is holding our annual
picnic from 10:00 am - 1:00 pm, on Sunday, September 8th. We will be meeting in
picnic area #10 in Rock Creek Park. There is parking and a covered shelter at this
location, but it is not Metro accessible. The area is flat and has several walking trails.
There will be time to hike, schmooze, eat and enjoy the day. Bring your lunch and
something to share and join us for a fun day in the park! Leashed dogs are permitted.
For information, please contact programmingdirector(@betmish.org.



mailto:president@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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Tisha B’Av 2024
The 9th day of the Hebrew month of 4v is a
day of mourning and memory. This day com-
memorates the destruction of the Temples in
Jerusalem, as well as numerous other calamities
that have afflicted the Jewish people through-
out history. Every year on Tisha B’Av, we
mark this solemn anniversary with fasting, re-
calling the dark moments of Jewish history, and
reading from the book of Lamentations (Eicha).

We will gather together virtually as a Bet Mish-
pachah community to mark this day on the
evening of Monday, August 12th, starting at
8:00 pm. With the heartache and loss of life in
Israel and Gaza, this day of mourning holds
special significance and relevance for us. We
will mourn not alone, but in community, as we
come together to learn from those before us
who have experienced great pain.

A Thank you from the Embassy of Israel to
Bet Mishpachah

On behalf of the entire embassy, we would like to extend our
heartfelt gratitude for co-hosting our 2024 Pride event. We
were deeply moved by the kindness and generosity extended
to us through all your assistance in planning, and for reading
the beautiful prayer for the LGBTQ+ community.

I want to also thank you for your warm hospitality in hosting
our delegation of LGBTQ+ soldiers for breakfast. The sol-
diers felt incredibly welcomed by the Bet Mishpachah com-
munity and the Jewish Community Center, which made the
experience even more special. The Siddurim you provided
were not only a meaningful gesture but also a reminder of
the inclusive and supportive environment you foster within
your congregation.

During this Pride, we celebrated the spirit of belonging for
everyone, even amidst these challenging times for us all.
Thank you for your partnership and for standing with us in
celebrating pride and the LGBTQ+ community. We look for-
ward to many more successful collaborations in the future.

Sincerely,
Eliav Benjamin
Deputy Chief of Mission

Congregational Dinner

Join us for a Congregational Dinner prior to
Volunteer Shabbat on Friday,

September 13th. Dinner starts at 6:30 pm in the
Social Hall at the EDCJCC which will give us
enough time to prepare for services at 8:00 pm.

The cost for the dinner is $30/member and $39/
non-member. Please RSVP to Mindy Gasthal-
ter, mgasthalter@gmail.com if you would like to
attend and if you have any dietary

restrictions. RSVPs are due by Friday,

September 6th.

:1 . W N\
?C‘,.\-: A ATE AN

+SHABBAT+ +¥
+ LL\ SHALOM CLB

D“D!‘@% +@

i XYy

On Sunday, July 21st, Bet Mishpachah went on a
"field trip" to the wonderful Capital Jewish Museum. Our
group of ten began our tour in the permanent exhibit about
the history of DC's Jewish community, which dates back
to the 18th century. We also visited the beautiful Sanctu-
ary, the former Adas Israel synagogue. Then-President
Ulysses S. Grant attended its inauguration in the Centen-
nial Year of 1876. The synagogue building has been
moved three times during its history, and now forms an
integral part of the museum complex.

We also savored the wonderful temporary exhibit
about the history of Jewish delicatessens in the United
States, titled, "I'll Have What She's Having," which in-
cluded colorful profiles of several DC area delis. From
the museum, appetites whetted, we headed over to the
nearby Tatte Bakery and Cafe for a delicious lunch and
lively conversation, which was the perfect cap for an en-
joyable outing.

For information about upcoming events, please check
the monthly newsletter and weekly "TWAB." Events
coming in August include a "7u B'Av" (also known as the
"Jewish Valentine's Day") singles happy hour on August
16th, and the kick-off social event of our new Maryland
Chavurah on August 25th. If you have questions about
these programs or suggestions for other programs, please
contact us at programmingdirector(@betmish.org.
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We appreciate the generosity of our
members and friends, and recognize them
for their support.

Joel and Murray Woldman Kiddush and
Oneg Fund

David Fox and Robert Margrave, in honor of
Bet Mishpachah’s staff and Board of Directors

Debbie Kramer

Elyse Wander

Michelle Munson

Jeff Burka and Marc Bernstein, in honor of
their anniversary

Dana Scherer, in honor of Charlotte Scherer

Israel Sheinbein, in honor Joel Wind’s birthday

Operating Fund

Barry Friedman, in honor of Joel Wind’s birthday

Barry Friedman, in honor of Diane Liff’s birthday

Barry Friedman for Shavuot and in memory of
his parents

Barry Friedman, in memory of Israel Gorodetsky
and Ann Mendelson

Diane Liff, in memory of her grandmother,
Sarah Elman

Diane Liff, in memory of her paternal grandpar-

ents, Anna and William Lifshitz

Joseph Pomper, in memory of Israel Pomper

Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund
Devra Floyd

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Barry Friedman, in honor of Diane Liff’s birthday
John Iowe, in honor of the Rabbi’s class

Please remember that donation listings are two
months behind due to processing and publica-
tion deadlines of this newsletter. We thank you
for your patience and support.

;\)(\‘E';'Bet Mishpachah
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HIGH HOLY DAYS 5785

High Holy Day Services - update 2024
Erev Rosh ha-Shana begins October 2nd

The High Holy Days this year are full of excite-
ment as we gather together as a community once again.
In addition, we welcome those who are unable to join
us in person to worship with us via live-stream. Wheth-
er you are with us in person or virtually, we hope that
all who attend our services will find the same warmth,
spirit of introspection, renewal, and celebration that
have been part of our tradition for over 49 years.

As we come together, we rejoice in the sense of
community and togetherness that we wish to feel over
the course of our High Holy Day season. We also find
a sense of newness and joy in using our Machzor -

Chadeish Yameinu again. Familiar and new prayers,
readings, and meditations blend together to lift up our
prayers and focus our thoughts on the essential themes
of this time of year. With language and prayers that
speak specifically to our community, we put into prac-
tice the words of Rav Kook, “the old will be made new,
and the new will be made holy.”

All in-person services, except for Tashlich, will be
held at the EDCJCC in Cafritz Hall. Please note that
seating in Cafritz Hall is on a first-come, first-served
basis and if we reach the room’s capacity, the ser-
vice will be live-streamed in Kay Community Hall
for overflow seating.

In addition to our uplifting services led by our own
Rabbi Jake, Rabbi Ben Shalva and a multitude of tal-
ented lay leaders, our choir, Tachshitim 2.0, will be
back this year with inspirational and spiritual melodies
of prayers we love.

Information on High Holy Day service registration
will be sent to members in August. Our schedule of
services will be listed in next month’s newsletter.

All members receive High Holy Day tickets as part
of their membership. There is a fee for attending the
Break-the-Fast. Non-members may purchase tickets for
any and all services, including Break-the-Fast.

If you are able to lend a hand, please contact
hhd@betmish.org.
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Sophie Tratt
David Bachman Karen Wellington
Louis Blank
Eva Freund
Martin Less

Ciel Nancollas
Brian Parks

Joanna Scherer Friday, July 5: Paula Morris

Friday, July 12: Rachel Wolkowitz and Robyn Helzner

Gilbert Swift Saturday, July 13: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Karen Wellington Friday, July 19: Scott Reiter and
David Vostrizansky Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

Friday, July 26: Louis Blank
Saturday, July 27: Marc Bernstein and Jeff Burka
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Cookie Backelman and Sally Ward
Alex Ford and Hal Ponder
LySandra Brady and Barbara Goldberg
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g’& Friday, August 2: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Noel Elliott and Joanna Cohan Scherer
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Friday, August 9: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and
Vinny Prell

Saturday, August 10: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

Friday, August 16: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin

Friday, August 23: Louis Blank

Saturday, August 24: Marc Bernstein and Jeff Burka

Friday, August 30: Paula Morris

Emily Pitt and Aiden McDaniel
JonRobert Johnson and Rob Lontok
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Membership is an opportunity to develop Celebrate Your Joy

friendships, learn, become involved in your

heritage, and support the only LGBTQ Friday, August 23rd will be our next "Simchat
synagogue in the Washington, DC area. Shabbat," a way in which our members can cele-
To join Bet Mishpachah is easy; just visit brate together. Let us know if you have cause to
www.betmish.org today. Click on the celebrate in the way of a birthday, anniversary, or
membership tab and fill in the form at the other special occasion and we will share in your joy
bottom of the web page. each month. A special blessing will be recited for

Questions? . all those celebrating.
uestions? e-mat

membershipdirector@betmish.org Reduced || [f you would like to help sponsor towards the en-
dues are offered to our first, second and third hanced Oneg for that Friday, please let us

year members. know. Contact Mindy at
membershipdirector@betmish.org.

Remember, all members are eligible for
tickets to all High Holy Day service
attendance, included in your membership.

SIMCHAT
SHABBAT
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Bet Mishpachah Yizkor Booklet for 5785

In Jewish tradition, when we write the name of someone we love
or respect who has died, we append the Hebrew letters zayin and
lamed after their name. This stands for zichrono ['vracha, “may
they be remembered as a blessing.” It means that when we call
them to mind, we should remember the good that they did in
their lives and keep it alive through our own actions. What we do
and how we behave is a reflection of our parents’, teachers’, and
other loved ones’ influence on our own lives. We keep our mem-
ories of them alive, not just by a passive recollection, but by do-
ing something — a mitzva — and associating their names with
our actions.

One way to do this is by making a donation to the congregation
in their memory and having their names published in Bet Mish-
pachah’s annual Yizkor booklet. This booklet is used on Yom
Kippur and other holy days when Yizkor is observed. This is not
the same as observing a Yartzeit, the anniversary of a death.
Submitting names for Yartzeit announcements will not result in
the names being published in the Yizkor booklet. You must take

the active step to perform the mifzva by making a donation to
publish their names in the Yizkor booklet.

We suggest a donation from everyone of at least $18 (chai =
life) per name. But what you give is up to you. All donations are
greatly appreciated.

Names and donations should be emailed or mailed directly
to: Bet Mishpachah - Yizkor
Liat Novek
13632 Middlevale Lane
Silver Spring, MD 20906
administrator@betmish.org

Please do not send your list and donation to the congregation’s
post office box. Listings must be received before Friday,
September 13, 2024.

Payment may be made through our website or by check.

FkFdkkkXkXA.  Please print clearly using block letters. All names will be listed alphabetically, =
First Name Last Name First Name Last Name
1. 6.
2. 7.
3. 8.
4. 9.
5. 10.

B. Please list in the section below the names and relationships of those who have died during 5784 (since last
Rosh ha-Shana). These names will be read aloud during the Yizkor service on Yom Kippur.

First Name Last Name Relationship Donor First Name Donor Last Name
Example Arthur Einberg Father of Morris Einberg
1.
2.
3.

I am making a total donation of $

0 Check enclosed
o I will make a donation electronically through the website

Name of Donor (please print)

, in memory of the above. May their names be remembered as a blessing.

EMAIL Address
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to:
Louis Blank, on the passing of his friend, Elaine MacLellan
Barry Friedman, on the loss of his aunt, Marilyn Dzen
Elyse Wander and Judy Retchin, on the loss of their mother and mother-in-law, Irene Wander

Announced Friday, August 2 (Yartzeits observed August 2-8; 27 Tamuz — 4 Av)

Ronald Balin, Friend of Eva Freund

Israel Eisenberg, Father of Ruth Eisenberg

Grace Milgram, Mother of Betty Milgram

Edith Umansky, Aunt of Morris Umansky

Stanley Marcus, Uncle of Susan Silber

Natalie Goldberg, Sister-in-law of Jerald Goldberg
David Lax, Uncle of Stuart Sotsky

Nancy Bloom, Friend of Ruth Potts and Alex Carter

August 2

August 2 (27 Tamuz)
August 4 (29 Tamuz)
August 4

August 5

August 6

August 6 (2 Av)
August 8 (4 Av)

Announced Friday and Saturday, August 9 and 10 (Yartzeits observed August 9-15; 5-11 Av)

Robin Aleo, Niece of Steven Weinberg

Richard Horovitz, Beloved Friend of Stuart Sotsky
Irving Peltzman, Father of Maxine Klane

Sandy Gordon, Cousin of Warren Snaider

Helen Schneider, Aunt of Thomas Sachs

Patricia Winterbauer, Friend of Morris Umansky
Lynne Cutler, Friend of Elke Martin

Michel Frisch, Grandfather of Mitchell Haymes
Jane Shapiro, Friend of Ruth Potts

James Scher, Cousin of Ruth Potts

August 9 (5 Av)
August 9 (5 Av)
August 9

August 10 (6 Av)
August 11

August 11

August 12

August 13 (9 Av)
August 13 (9 Av)
August 14 (10 Av)

Sarajane Garten, Partner of Catherine Tarabochia and member of Bet Mishpachah August 15

Dace Stone, Friend of Alex Carter and Ruth Potts

August 15

Announced Friday August 16 (Yartzeits observed August 16 —22; 12-18 Av)

Louis Friedman, Grandfather of Louis Blank

Ethel Morris, Grandmother of Paula Morris and Ronni Karambelas

Pearl Nissenbaum, Aunt of Beverly Nissenbaum
Deborah Potts, Cousin of Ruth Potts

Simcha Munzer, Father of Al Munzer
Richard Taub, Father of Neela Taub

Arthur Freed, Grandfather of Seymour Stern
Florence Janpole, Aunt of Susan Silber
Bessie Marcus, Grandmother of Susan Silber
Miriam Monesson, Aunt of Denise Leish
Harry Polikoff, Father of Nancy Polikoff
William Casel, Cousin of Larry Neff

Nancy Johnson, Sister of JonRobert Johnson

August 16

August 17 (13 Av)
August 18 (14 Av)
August 18

August 19 (15 Av)
August 19

August 20

August 20

August 20

August 21

August 21

August 22

August 22
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Member yartzeits, continued

Announced Friday and Saturday, August 23 and 24 (Yartzeits observed August 23-29; 19-26 Av)

Charles Haymes, Father of Mitchell Haymes August 23 (19 Av)
Joseph Horowitz, Father of Bruce Horowitz August 25 (21 Av)
Kris Bowman, Partner of Vinny Prell August 26 (22 Av)
Rose Cohen, Grandmother of Marc Bernstein August 26 (22 Av)
Stephen Lev, Cousin of Larry Neff August 26

Ida Sherman, Aunt of Arthur Leabman August 26

Isaac Silber, Grandfather of Frances Sneider August 26

Miriam Chashin, Great Aunt and Godmother of Scott Reiter August 29
Dorcas Hollis, Mother-in-law of Mark Agrast August 29
Announced Friday, August 30 (Yartzeits observed August 30 — September 5; 26 Av -2 Elul)
Elaine Singer, Mother of Michael Singer August 30

Frederic Stern, Father of Seymour Stern August 30

Merrill Egorin, Friend of Ruth Potts August 31 (27 Av)
Nathan Jewler, Father of Donald Jewler August 31

Herbert Roberts, Uncle of Alan Carb August 31

Joseph Snaider, Grandfather of Warren Snaider August 31 (27 Av)
Hyman Umansky, Uncle of Morris Umansky August 31

Beatrice Web, Adoptive Mother of Devra Floyd August 31

Aaron Apelberg, Grandfather of Eytan Apelberg September 1 (28 Av)
Fanny Stern, Aunt of Larry Neff September 2

Renee Reiter, Mother of Scott Reiter September 3 (30 Av)
Diane Stern, Mother of Seymour Stern September 4

Carlos Doernberg, Father of Andres Doernberg September 5

Gertrude Hyman, Paternal Grandmother of Deb Hyman September 5
Henry Kohn, Father of Margy Kohn September 5
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Shabbat Services

Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our
website for details. The Zoom meeting number will be
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and
Beyond.”

Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of
every month at 10:00 am. Saturday morning services
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.betmish.org/oneg.

Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is
available by sending an email request

to sign(@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks
notice.

Any changes to our regular Shabbat service

schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our
weekly email.

To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date,
location, occasion and number of expected attendees
to executivedirector@betmish.org

Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations

Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:

* World Congress of LGBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah

* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington

* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater
Washington

* Network of Independent Jewish Communities

and Havurot

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff
Coordinator — Liat Novek

Design/Layout — Liat Novek

Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch
and Elke Martin

Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter

Donations

To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C.
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page
on our web site, www.betmish.org

Death Notices, Bereavement Services

If you are in need of bereavement services or to
announce a death in your family,

email bereavement(@betmish.org.

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter

Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah. The newsletter is
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles,
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of
the month prior to publication to
administrator@betmish.org.

Weekly Email Broadcast

The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast,
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner
organizations. To receive our weekly email newsletter,
send an email to administrator@betmish.org

Congregational Website

Be sure to check out our website

at www.betmish.org with information about our
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites
of interest.

Communications Policy. For questions about our
editorial or advertising policies, send an email
to secretary(@betmish.org

Membership

To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org
Reduced membership is available for new members,
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the
DC metro area.

Address, Phone, and Email Updates
Send your name and old and new information
to membershipdirector@betmish.org

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You

Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim —
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive
the information. Please email us

at BikurCholim@betmish.org.

Women’s Outreach Program

On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 pm

we pour our favorite beverage to go along with our own
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and
conversation. We continue to gather virtually every week
and may try an in-person option soon. If you have any
questions contact religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and
welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-binary
people.
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DIRECTORY
RABBIS

Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin ... rabbi@betmish.org
Rabbi Bob Saks, EMEritus ..............cviiiiiiiiiiis i rabbibobs@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES

President: Deborah Hyman ...........ccccocon v president@betmish.org
Treasurer: Douglas Auerbach .............cccccoiiiin i treasurer@betmish.org
Secretary: Barbara Goldberg .......ccoooooiiiiiiiiiiies i, secretary@betmish.org
Communication Committee: .........oooeiiiiiiiies v, communications@betmish.org
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris ......... ...ccccciiiiienieeeniienn, religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
High Holy Days: Paula MOITIS .............uuuiiiiiiis evviiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiinnenns hhd@betmish.org
Liturgy Committee: Scott Reiter ...........ccccccet i liturgy@betmish.org
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris...... ....ccccccvviiiiiiiiinnnnns religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Choir: Whitney Babash............ccoooooiiies e, choir@betmish.org
Director of Membership: Mindy Gasthalter ....... .....cccccoviiiieiiiiniinnn, membershipdirector@betmish.org
Director of Operations: Barry Friedman............. .......................... operationsdirector@betmish.org
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator ..................euveeiiies evvviiiiiiiiiiieieeeeennnnnn. oneg@betmish.org
Hospitality Coordinator ..................eveveiiiiiiiiies i, hospitality@betmish.org
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator: Devra Floyd ................... sigh@betmish.org
Director of Programming: Joseph Pomper......... cccccccovvviiiiiiiiinnnnnn. programmingdirector@betmish.org
Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman ...........cc. cocuvvieeiniiiiiiiiiiiiinnnns bookgroup@betmish.org
Programming Committee: Joseph Pomper..... .....cccccvvvviiiiinnnnnnnnns programs@betmish.org
Director of Community Affairs: Alfredo Gomez .. .........ccccccvvvvviinnnnn. communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Director of Congregational Affairs: Jeffrey Kahn ..........ccccco congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org
Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger........................o bereavement@betmish.org
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Noah Wofsy . ........cccccciiiiininnnn. bikurcholim@betmish.org
Cemetery Committee: ROd ROSS ......cooovviiiiies e, cemetery@betmish.org
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ............cccccot i, education@betmish.org
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund ......... ....cccccciiiiiiiiniinnnnnns novachavura@betmish.org
Social Justice: James Radack....................eees ceceieieiiiienneeene.... . S0OCHAl-action@betmish.org
KeShet RiSING ......cooii e e executivedirector@betmish.org
Bnai ARGVa ..o executivedirector@betmish.org
STAFF
Executive Director: Joshua Maxey ..........cccccccer voviiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee, executivedirector@betmish.org

Congregational Administrator: Liat Novek.................................... administrator@betmish.org
BOOKKEEPET ... e bookkeeping@betmish.org



