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By Mitchell Haymes 
 

In my prior columns, I have mentioned Bet Mishpa-
chah’s evolution and requested members’ becoming more 
involved in this process. I feel it’s now time to define more 
concretely what I mean. I admit that this is my own perspec-
tive and not synagogue policy. I have not yet run it by the 
Board and, as majority rules, it is subject to change. Never-
theless, I hope that the Board will understand my intentions 
and join me in continuing to realize our strategic plan so that 
it shifts from goal to accomplishment. 

Fundamentally, I am trying to refocus our perception 
of what Bet Mishpachah is and to shape how we see Bet 
Mishpachah’s role in our lives and in the community.  

Whatever Bet Mishpachah started as and whatever it 
has been since then, it is now a business. In return for mem-
bership, we provide services (pun intended) to our members. 
Even though these services differ in nature from those deliv-
ered by more commercial enterprises, they are still a product 
that costs us money to produce. Currently, that cost is over 
$300,000 per year and we are operating at a deficit. We, like 
any other operation, cannot continue to incur losses and hope 
to remain active. 

I have previously asked you to bear our financial 
reality in mind and to contribute accordingly. Although I still 
encourage you to donate, I am not now asking you what you 
can do for Bet Mishpachah. I am now asking that you each 
think of yourselves as patrons and tell the Board what you 
expect and, more important, need in return for your patron-
age/membership. In other words, what should Bet Mishpa-
chah be doing for you? We need to rely on you to give us a 
wish list by the means you find most convenient: email; so-
cial media; telephone... I can be reached at                       
president@betmish.org. Please let me know with a note if 
you prefer I call you. We could send out a survey like those 
incredibly annoying requests I receive from CVS even 
though I only bought some chewing gum. However, a survey 
would present suggested answers and we need responses that 
are more personal to you and, if possible, more complete 
than those a survey would elicit. If you are unhappy with 
anything we’re supplying, I pray you give us this chance to 
improve before you take your business elsewhere. 

 

In order to attract new members/patrons and to 
retain those we have, we also need to think about our 
brand (my background is in neither business nor PR, so 
please forgive any misuse of terminology). I fear that 
this is the area that could most use improvement. My 
impression is that Bet Mishpachah’s focus has histori-
cally been inward. Most of our attention has been paid 
to what is going on in the synagogue, e.g., our reli-
gious observances and the classes we present for our 
members. It does not appear to me that we have 
thought much about how our outside community     
perceives us and about what we can and should bring 
to individual community members and to community 
organizations.  We don’t have a sufficient foundation 
on which to build our brand and thereby acquire new 
members and create profitable partnerships with other 
institutions.  

We no longer have a monopoly on the services 
sought by LGBTQ+ Jews who, with the acceptance we 
have gained, have a lot of other sources from which to 
choose. Our market is now highly competitive, but we 
are barely competing. In order to thrive, we must 
broaden our view and rethink who we are and what we, 
as Bet Mishpachah, can uniquely offer. That is the evo-
lution for which I’m hoping. 

Volunteers needed during the High Holy 

Days at in-person services 

 
Want to help behind the scenes? Or in front?  Be an 
usher or a greeter at our Welcome Table.  But we 
also need  gabbaim.  What is a gabbai you ask?  
Someone who helps with the running of the service.  
Specifically, we need one person at each service to 
help our producers in the production booth.  And a 
second person on the floor of the sanctuary.   
Interested in finding out more?  Contact 
hhd@betmish.org. 
 
For more information regarding registration for any 
and all of our High Holy Day Services, please go to 
our website: www.betmish.org 

mailto:president@betmish.org
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Fighting the languor of sultry days, 
We begin the turning, back to You; 
Moving against the heat of our hearts, 
Against the anger inside, we turn. 
 
 

Call us to begin the examination, Healing G-d; 
Call for us to remove the garment of our deceit, 
The fears that bind us away from You, 
Chafing at our tender miseries. 
 
In the month of Elul, we begin the unlayering, 
Peeling piece by piece the accumulated detritus, 
Shaking it free, holding it to the hot light 
To scrutinize as the year begins its ending. 
 
In the month of Elul, we uncover our secrets, 
Examining them with a truthful heart, 
Counting the pulse beats of our life, 
The selfish pressures we apply and resist. 
 
Call us to the consultation of our souls 
For You are a G-d of healing and mercy; 
Call us to begin without delay. 
That Elul might draw us near to You 
 

Debbie Perlman 

Sh’vat Va-Yinafash, page 380 

                            Bet Mish Board Announces 2023 Community Service Award Recipients 

 In conjunction with Volunteer Shabbat, we are pleased to announce the selection of the 2023 Service Award recipi-
ents. The Annual Dace Stone Volunteer of the Year Award goes to long-time member Jeff Kahn and the Harvey Milk 
Chesed Award goes to Avodah’s Ellen Oshinsky. 
 The Dace Stone Award commemorates our own former member, Dace Stone (Z’l), who passed away over twenty 
years ago, way too young.  She worked tirelessly for over twenty years to fight and help conquer HIV/AIDS here in DC 
since its earliest days. Despite her own seriously declining health, she never gave up the fight, and we note that when 
many others “ran away from the disease,” Dace always reached out to help those in need at Whitman Walker, and else-
where. 
Our 2023 Dace Stone Award recipient Jeff Kahn is a former Bet Mish Board, having served 
several years a Member-at-Large.  Following his Board departure In 2015, Jeff volunteered to 
assume leadership of the Education Committee. Under Jeff’s leadership, the Education Com-
mittee has thrived, working interactively with the Rabbi to develop a solid program of several 
multi-session classes each year since. As with many other programs, Jeff ensured, to the great-
est degree possible, that we continue our Education Program during the dark days of the Covid
-19 Pandemic, transitioning classes to a virtual Zoom environment.   Jeff has further enriched 
our Congregation by seeking out meaningful guest speakers for regular Erev Shabbat Services 
as well as the Annual Shabbaton. Jeff is now coordinating the efforts of the Education Com-
mittee in conjunction with the Programming and Religious Affairs Committees, as appropri-
ate. Jeff also has volunteered every year to be a Gabbai for multiple HHD Services. Jeff is al-
ways helpful, but never boastful. He always modestly offers to help, but never seeks commen-
dation.  He is truly the quintessential volunteer! 
 

Continued on page 5 
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        The High Holy Days this year 
are full of excitement as we gather 
together as a community once 
again for in-person services. In 
addition, we welcome those who 
are unable to join us in person to 
worship with us via live stream.  
Whether you are with us in person 
or virtually, we hope that all who 
attend our services will find the 
same warmth, spirit of introspec-
tion, renewal, and celebration that 
have been part of our tradition for over 47 years.   
 As we come together, we rejoice in the sense of com-
munity and togetherness that we wish to feel over the 
course of our High Holy Day season.  We also find a sense 
of newness and joy in using our machzor - Chadeish Ya-
meinu again. Familiar and new prayers, readings, and med-
itations blend together to lift up our prayers and focus our 
thoughts on the essential themes of this time of year.  With 
language and prayers that speak specifically to our com-
munity, we put into practice the words of Rav Kook, “the 
old will be made new, and the new will be made holy.”  
  

Service Schedules 
All services will be in-person and also live streamed.  All 
in-person services, except for Tashlich, will held be at the 
EDCJCC in Cafritz Hall or Kay Community Hall.  Please 
note that seating in Cafritz Hall is on a first-come, first-
served basis and if we reach the room’s capacity, the 
service will be live-streamed in Kay Community Hall 
for overflow seating. 
 

   Saturday, September 9th, S'lichot service, 8:00 pm  
   Friday, September 15th, Erev Rosh ha-Shana 1, 8:00 
pm:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Alex Carter co-lead, 
with Rabbi Ben Shalva as Hazzan  (Sign Language Inter-
preted). Services held in Cafritz Hall. 
   Saturday, September 16th,  Rosh ha-Shana        
Morning 1,  10:00 am:   Scott Reiter and Vinny Prell co-
lead, with Rabbi Ben Shalva as Hazzan.  Services held in 
Cafritz Hall. 
   Saturday, September 16th, Tashlich Service,  
3:00 pm:   Eryca Kasse leads at the P Street Beach (P 
Street and 23rd St NW). 
   Saturday, September 16th, Erev Rosh ha-Shana 2, 
8:00 pm: Allan Armus leads. Services held in Kay Com-
munity Hall. 
   Sunday, September 17th, Rosh ha-Shana Morning 2, 
10:00 am: Jeff Burka and Paula Morris co-lead. Services 
held in Kay Community Hall. 
   Friday, September 22nd, Erev Shabbat Shuva,  
8:00 pm: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin leads.  Services held in 
Kay Community Hall. 
Saturday, September 23rd, Shabbat Shuva, 10:00 am: 
Services held in Kay Community Hall. 
   Sunday, September 24th, Kol Nidrei, 7:00 pm: Ruth 
Potts and Larry Neff co-lead, with Rabbi Ben Shalva as 
Hazzan. Services held in Cafritz Hall. 

   Monday, September 25th, Yom Kip-
pur Morning Service, 10:00 am: Rabbi 
Jake Singer-Beilin and Rachel  
Hamberger co-lead, with  
Rabbi Ben Shalva as Hazzan.  Services 
held in Cafritz Hall. 
   Monday, September 25th,  Martyr-
ology/Yizkor Service, 12:30 pm: Allan 
Armus and Elke Martin co-lead. Ser-
vices held in Cafritz Hall. 
   Monday, September 25th, Rabbi’s 

Study Session, 3:00 pm: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin leads. 
Class held in Kay Community Hall. 
   Monday, September 25th,  5:00 pm, Mincha          
Service:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Mindy Gasthalter 
co-lead with Rabbi Ben Shalva as Hazzan. (Sign Lan-
guage Interpreted) Services held in Cafritz Hall. 
   Monday, September 25th, N’ila/Havdala, 6:00 
pm: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Paula Morris co-lead 
with Rabbi Ben Shalva as Hazzan. (Sign Language Inter-
preted) Services held in Cafritz Hall. 
   Monday, September 25th, Break-the-Fast, following 
Havdala:  Kay Community Hall. 
 

Bet Mishpachah Member Registration 
Registration For In-Person Services 
Members must register on Eventbrite for each in-
person service. All registrants will receive an Eventbrite 
ticket for each service.  Please print the ticket(s), or save 
to your mobile device, and bring it (them) for entry to ser-
vices.   
 
Registration Links for Member In-Person Services 
Eventbrite registration links for members have been pro-
vided separately to members via email.  Members do not 
need to register for live streamed services.  They will au-
tomatically receive via email the zoom links for any and 
all services they will not attend in person.   
 

Non-Member Registration 
Registration For In-Person Services 
Non-members, including the guests of members, are cor-
dially invited to attend in-person services. The links will 
be public and searchable on Eventbrite.  Non-members 
must register individually and may not bring any un-
registered guests.  Specific instructions for non-member 
registration on Eventbrite will be provided on our website 
and our weekly email. Bet Mishpachah asks that non-
members consider a $54.00 donation per service when 
registering, to help defray the significant cost of the ser-
vices.  
 
Please contact hhd@betmish.org if you need any assis-
tance in registering online.  On behalf of 
Bet Mishpachah's Board of Directors and our High Holy 
Day committee, we wish everyone a sweet New Year. 

mailto:hhd@betmish.org
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On Tu B’Av, Rethink Your Biases about Straight and Queer Couples 
 

By C.E. Harrison and Mo Selkirk  
Reformjudaism.org 2023 

 
Tu B’Av, while a minor Jewish 
holiday, has surged in popularity 
over the last century, especially 
in the State of Israel. A Chag 
HaAhava (Festival of Love), 
commonly called “Jewish Valen-
tine’s Day,” Tu B’Av is consid-
ered a particularly auspicious 
day for romance, expressions of 

love, and even weddings. 
 Tu B'Av commemorates the day that peace was restored between the Jewish tribes, allowing wom-
en to marry men from different tribes. Many now see Tu B’Av as a celebration of the freedom to love 
without prejudice.  Reform Judaism believes that whether a couple consists of different genders or the 
same gender, their love is valid and worthy of affirmation.  
 Frequently, though, society still imparts an implicit bias: When two partners appear to be of dif-
ferent genders, they are often assumed to be “straight;” if both individuals appear to be of the same 
gender, they’re assumed to be “gay.” But for queer couples with one or more partner who is bisexual, 
pansexual, trans, non-binary, gender-expansive, or who does not generally identify with the gay/
straight or male/female binary, this can cause feelings of erasure and invisibility.  
 Tu B’Av can remind us that love transcends these heteronormative binaries and exists in many dif-
ferent, beautiful forms.  Indeed, Tu B’Av gives us a chance to be seen for who we are – to wipe away 
that gloss of assumption and reveal the diversity of relationships that exist in this world.  
 We’ve all dealt with our share of random and inappropriate questions, including, “If you’re queer, 
why are you in a relationship with someone who’s a different gender than you? How does that work? 
Don’t they get jealous? Are you even really queer?” – the list goes on. 
 Tu B’Av, however, gives us a chance to celebrate our love for our partners – and for ourselves. 
While we gamble on the possibility of exposing our identities and receiving inappropriate questions 
and inaccurate assumptions, this holiday also allowed us a sacred freedom to “own it.” 
 When we attend Jewish events with our partners and introduce them to others who know about our 
bi/pan identities, we challenge norms simply by existing. We introduce people to an even broader 
spectrum of queerness than they are used to seeing on TV and in movies and books. We teach others 
that love – like so much else in Judaism and in life – is not constrictive or reduced to either/or labels.  
And the personal strength it takes for us to own our individual identities (no matter who we are part-
nered with) allows others around us to experience – and, we hope, appreciate, understand, and accept 
– a part of LGBTQ+ diversity that typically goes unnoticed.  
 Furthermore, because Tu B’Av occurs a month before the start of the High Holidays, it’s also a 
chance to begin the yearly tradition of reflection before the Jewish new year. While we see this as the 
perfect time to reflect on our growth, both as individuals and in our relationships, we also invite oth-
ers who still adhere to a gay/straight binary to challenge themselves on their ideas of acceptance and 
their views of “the norm.” 
 If we, as Jews, believe love should be celebrated – whether that love involves people of the same 
or differing genders – then that applies to all of us, no matter how we identify or whom we love.  
Might you harbor ingrained philosophies of what couples should look like? We invite others to take 
this opportunity to better understand that many couples do not simply exist as straight or gay; that 
there is nothing confusing about a woman dating a man and one (or both) of them identifying as 
queer. These couples aren’t confused or complicated for having relationships that don’t perfectly 
align to a gay/straight binary. 
 

 In short? Love is love is love. Happy Tu B’Av! 

https://reformjudaism.org/practice/what-reform-judaism
https://reformjudaism.org/preparing-high-holidays
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Bet Mishpachah Program in August! 

 On Sunday, August 27th, Bet Mishpachah will be 
having a guided tour of the recently-opened Capital 
Jewish Museum.  We will meet at the museum, located 
at 575 3rd Street, NW; Washington, DC 20001, at 11:00 
am.  Entrance to the museum is free and the charge for 
the special exhibit on Ruth Bader Ginsberg has been 
waived for our group.  
 The heart of the museum is the original Adas Israel 
Synagogue, dedicated on June 9, 1876, just in time for 
the U.S. Centennial.  It is the oldest purpose-built syna-
gogue in Washington, DC.  The synagogue has been 
moved three times over the years.  The third and final 
move was in 2019, when the synagogue was moved to 
the corner of 3rd & F Streets NW.  The rest of the mu-
seum is built around the synagogue.  We will visit the 
permanent exhibit that explores local Jewish stories in 
DC and the Maryland and Virginia suburbs, using pho-
tographs, artifacts, and an interactive model to introduce 
visitors to the people and organizations that built this 
local community in the Nation’s capital.  In another of 
the permanent exhibits, we will meet a selection of 100 
Jewish Washingtonians, discuss stories of liberation 
while seated around a symbolic Seder table, and explore 
an oversized interactive map of the region, charting lo-
cal Jewish community movement and growth over 
time.  
 Finally, we will visit a special exhibit on the 
"Notorious RBG" (Ruth Bader Ginsburg).  Based upon 
the New York Times bestselling book of the same name, 
this unique exhibition was created by the Skirball Cul-
tural Center, Los Angeles, in partnership with the 
book’s co-authors.  Like the book, the exhibition offers 
a visually rich, entertaining, yet rigorous look at Justice 
Ginsburg’s life and work.  Through archival photo-
graphs and documents, contemporary art, media sta-
tions, and playful interactives, the exhibition tells the 
parallel stories of RBG’s remarkable career and the ef-
forts she spearheaded to expand “We the People” to in-
clude those long left out of the Constitution’s promis-
es.  By bringing to life RBG’s compelling biography 
and her commitment to our nation’s highest ideals, the 
exhibition invites visitors to participate in civic life and 
consider how the future of the Supreme Court impacts 
us all. 
 After the tour, we will head over to a local restau-
rant for lunch. 
 The tour size is limited to ten people so please send 
your RSVPs to programs@betmish.org as soon as possi-
ble to reserve one of the spots.  We will be reserving 
spots on a first-come-first-served basis.  If there is 
enough interest, we may be able to schedule another 
tour later this year. 

Ending Shabbat with Havdala 

On July, 15th, nine members 
of Bet Mishpachah con-
verged on the Diner in Ad-

ams Morgan for a fun even-
ing of good food and great 
conversation.  From there, 

we made our way to Scott 
Reiter's rooftop deck, where 
we were joined by an addi-

tional six people via 
Zoom.  Scott conducted a 
lovely Havdala service, 

made even more meaningful 
as we watched the sun set 
over the trees.  Scott's husband, David, laid out a de-

licious spread of snacks as we said "goodbye" to 
Shabbat and welcomed the new week.  Based on the 
success of Saturday's event, we will be holding an-

other dinner/Havdala service in the near future, De-
tails will be announced in our weekly electronic 

Continued from page 2 

 
The Harvey Milk Chesed Award 
honors legendary Harvey Milk, z”l, 
a Jewish gay man who was one of 
the very first openly gay elected 
officials (SF City Council) tragical-
ly and violently assassinated while 
in office in 1978. For all of his ear-
ly-day outreach for equality for the 
LBTQ+ community, Harvey was  

Posthumously awarded the US Presidential Medal of Free-
dom by President Obama in 2009.  
 Our 2023 Harvey Milk Chesed Award recipient  
Ellen Oshinsky, is a DC Manager for Strategic Partner-
ships at Avodah (the Jewish Service Corps). She has 
worked and volunteered to advance multiple elements of 
Social Justice and expanding Jewish Values in multiple 
organizations. At Avodah, Ellen has worked tirelessly to 
help expand programs of focus interest to us including 
those supporting LGBTQ+ inclusion.  She  seeks to ex-
pand funding for the most worthwhile DMV area non-
profit and philanthropic programs by taking a leadership 
position in the “Many Hands” program. She is the founder 
and lead educator of DMV Eco Adventures, helping de-
sign and coordinate safe, facilitated after school programs 
for kids to interactively access nature. Ellen is an experi-
enced educator, both in mainstream programs as well as 
environmental programs with Audubon New York. Ellen 
has an MA in Elementary Inclusive Education from Co-
lumbia University Teachers College as well as a BA in 
Spanish from University of Miami.  

mailto:programs@betmish.org
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Congregational Shabbat Dinner  
September 8, 2023, 6:30 pm 

We will have our next congregational Shabbat dinner 
on Friday, September 8th, followed by services where 
we will recognize our two annual award recipients.  

The dinner will be held at 6:30 pm at the EDCJCC fol-
lowed by services at 8:00 pm.  The cost of the dinner is 
$30/per member and $39/per non-member.  If you 

would like to send a check, please make it payable to 
Bet Mishpachah and mail it to Mindy Gasthalter, 3001 
Veazey Terrace NW #1415, Washington, DC 20008.  If 

you prefer to use PayPal, please use PayPal and NOT 
PayPal Giving.  Please RSVP to Mindy Gasthalter at 
mgasthalter@gmail.com by Friday, September 1st.  

When you RSVP, please indicate if you have any die-
tary restrictions. 

Membership Truly Matters 

 Two times a year we RENEW; during the month 
of July when we renew our commitment to our be-
loved House of Worship and during the Days of 
Awe when we come together to worship as we    
repent and receive the opportunity to renew. 
 One of the greatest benefits of membership is 
belonging to our diverse and welcoming Bet Mish 
family. You continue to be a part of the only 
LGBTQ synagogue in Washington, DC.  
 We are always here for you. Our community 
provides you a space for your life cycle celebra-
tions, comfort during matters of bereavement which 
is created from our years of experience in hosting 
shiva services, timely Yartzeit reminders, in person 
and virtual Jewish learning, robust programming, 
meaningful Shabbat and holiday services and tickets 
to our High Holy Days services. 
 Please consider renewing your membership at an 
Enhanced Level. We need more financial security as 
we continue to follow the action steps that were  
created for us in the Strategic Plan two years ago. 
The biggest leap of faith was hiring our Executive 
Director. He is putting us back on the map as the 
‘Go To’ synagogue for all things LGBTQ+. 
 The Board, Rabbi Jake, Josh and Liat, and our 
cadre of volunteers are all working diligently to sup-
port our mission. Our 50th Anniversary year is ar-
riving in 2025. To ensure our strong presence in the 
Washington, DC area, we need your support and 
prompt membership renewal which are essential to 
our success.  
 Please, don’t let your financial situation keep 
you from joining. Reach out to MembershipDirec-
tor@betmish.org who will help you make payment 
arrangements to fit your budget. 
 We are so grateful to have such generous and 
compassionate members who recognize the         
importance of sustaining and continuing to build our 
congregation for future generations. 
 This is more than a membership; this is truly a    
partnership. 
 
Toda Raba, 
Deborah Hyman. Membership Director  
 

How to Renew 
  
Step 1: Complete the Membership Renewal Form 
Access your membership renewal form online by using 
the hyper-link sent to your email recently.  If you need 
to be sent the link again, please contact  
administrator@betmish.org 
Step 2: To Pay Your Renewal Dues/Donation 
You have several payment options. The most effective 
method of payment, if you already have a PayPal ac-
count and want to use a credit card, is to use PayPal 
Giving. You can use your credit card and Bet Mishpa-
chah will still receive 100% of your donation without 
any processing fees. Simply go to PayPal Giving, log 
in using your PayPal credentials, and make payment 
using your credit card. 
  
If you choose not to use a PayPal Giving, you can send 
us a check, or pay with Venmo, Zelle, or CashApp. 
 If you pay by check, mail it to Bet Mishpachah,    

PO Box 1410, Washington, DC. 20013 
 If you pay by Venmo, send to: @bet-mishpachah 
 If you use Zelle, send to: treasurer@betmish.org 
 If you use CashApp send to: treasurer@betmish.org 
  
You can also pay via PayPal using your credit 
card. Note that Bet Mishpachah will incur a 3% pro-
cessing fee. 

Lastly, if you do not  want to use any of the methods 
above, you can call the Treasurer with a credit card 
number or pay with donations of appreciated securities, 
Qualified Charitable Donations, or Donor-Advised 
Fund, with added tax benefits. Contact                     
treasurer@betmish.org for additional information. 

mailto:mgasthalter@gmail.com
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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     Thank You to Our August  
Service Leaders  

Friday, August  4:  Paula Morris 
Friday, August 11: Louis Blank   
Saturday, August 12: TBD 
Friday, August 18:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, August 25: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  
Saturday, August 26: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
 

 

Welcome to our new Member: 
Alexis Kramer 

Thank you to our July  
Service Leaders  

Friday, July 7:  Larry Neff and Mindy Gasthalter 
Saturday, July 8:  Vinny Prell 
Friday, July 14:  Scott Reiter  
Friday, July 21: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  
Saturday, July 22: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, July 28: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
 
 

August Anniversaries 
 

Cookie Backelman and Sally Ward 
Alex Ford and Hal Ponder 

LySandra Brady and Barbara Goldberg  
Noel Penney Elliott and Joanna Cohan Scherer  

August Birthdays  
 

David Bachman 
Louis Blank 
Eva Freund 
Martin Less 
Brian Parks 

Joanna Scherer 
Gilbert Swift 

David Vostrizansky 

June Donations 
 
We appreciate the generosity of our members and 
friends, and recognize them for their support.  
 
Woldman Oneg and Kiddush Fund 
Loretta Saks, in honor of Rabbi Bob’s 80th birthday 
 
Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund 
Devra Floyd 
 
Siddur Fund 
Betty Milgram 
 

 
 
Operating Fund 
Brian Parks, in sponsorship of Pride Happy Hour 
Michael Hoffman 
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Bob Niemic 
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Morris Levitt 
Joseph Pomper, in memory of his grandfather,  
 Israel Pomper 
Joanna Cohan Scherer and Noel Elliot, in memory of 
 our dear friend, Bob Niemic 
 
 
 

Mazal Tov to: 
 

Michael Hoffman, on the birth of his great 
niece, Grace Whitney Hoffman  

Liat Novek, on the marriage of her son,  
Jonah to Kirsten Maier 
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In Jewish tradition, when we write the name of 
someone we love or respect who has died, we append 
the Hebrew letters zayin and lamed after their name. 
This stands for zichrono l’vracha, “may they be re-
membered as a blessing.” It means that when we call 
them to mind, we should remember the good that they 
did in their lives and keep it alive through our own 
actions. What we do and how we behave is a reflec-
tion of our parents’, teachers’, and other loved ones’ 
influence on our own lives. We keep our memories of 
them alive, not just by a passive recollection, but by 
doing something — a mitzva — and associating their 
names with our actions.  

One way to do this is by making a donation to the 
congregation in their memory and having their names 
published in Bet Mishpachah’s annual Yizkor booklet. 
This booklet is used on Yom Kippur and other holy 
days when Yizkor is observed. This is not the same as 
observing a Yartzeit, the anniversary of a death.   

Submitting names for Yartzeit announcements will not 
result in the names being published in the Yizkor 
booklet. You must take the active step to perform 
the mitzva by making a donation to publish their 
names in the Yizkor book. 

We suggest a donation from everyone of at least 
$18 (chai = life) per name. But what you give is up to 
you. All donations are greatly appreciated. 

 
Names and donations should be mailed to: 

Bet Mishpachah - Yizkor,   c/o Armus 
4309 11th Street North 

Arlington, VA 22201-4748 
 

Do not send your list and donation to the congrega-
tion’s post office box or include it with your dues. 
This will only delay the process and increase the 
chance of errors. Listings must be received by        
Friday, September 1, 2023. 

Bet Mishpachah Yizkor Booklet for 5784 

*********A.    Please print clearly using block letters.   Names will be listed alphabetically. ********* 

First Name Last Name First Name Last Name 

1.   6.   

2.   7.   

3.   8.   

4.   9.   

5.   10.   

B.  Please list in the section below names and relationships of those who have died during 5783 (since last Rosh ha-Shana). 

These names will be read aloud during the Yizkor service on Yom Kippur. 
 

 

First Name Last Name Relationship Donor First Name Donor Last Name 

Example: Arthur Einberg Father of Morris Einberg 

1.         

2.         

3.         

I am making a donation of $__________, in memory of the above. May their names be remembered as a blessing. 
 
Name of Donor (please print) _____________________________________________________ 
 
EMAIL Address _________________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address ______________________________  City, State_________________________  Zip Code 

_______________ 
 
Payment can be made through our website, with PayPal Giving, send a check or contact: treasurer@betmish.org  
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to: 

Don Jewler, on the loss of his mother, Rhoda Jewler 

Member Yartzeits  
 

Announced Friday and Saturday, July 28 –29 (Yartzeits observed July 28 – August 3;  
10-16 Av) 
James Scher, Cousin of Ruth Potts        July 28 (10 Av) 
Leo Umansky, Father of Morris Umansky      July 30  
Shirley Umansky, Grandmother of Morris Umansky    July 30  
Leon Gasthalter, Father of Mindy Gasthalter      July 31  
Eva Kaplan, Grandmother of Jocelyn Kaplan     July 31  
Ethel Morris, Grandmother of Paula Morris and Ronni Karambelas  July 31 (13 Av) 
John Scott, Nephew of LySandra Brady and Barbara Goldberg July 31  
Pearl Nissenbaum, Aunt of Beverly Nissenbaum     August 1 (14 Av) 
Fay Stern, Mother of Alvin Stern         August 1 (14 Av) 
Ronald Balin, Friend of Eva Freund        August 2  
Simcha Munzer, Father of Al Munzer       August 2 (15 Av) 
 
Announced Friday, August 4 (Yartzeits observed August 4-10; 17-23 Av) 
 
Helen Rausch, Grandmother of Dena Lebowitz     August 4  
Edith Umansky, Aunt of Morris Umansky      August 4  
Stanley Marcus, Uncle of Susan Silber       August 5  
Natalie Goldberg, Sister-in-law of Jerald Goldberg    August 6  
Charles Haymes, Father of Mitchell Haymes      August 6 (19 Av) 
Joseph Horowitz, Father of Bruce Horowitz      August 8 (21 Av) 
Kris Bowman, Partner of Vinny Prell        August 9 (22 Av) 
Rose Cohen, Grandmother of Marc Bernstein     August 9 (22 Av) 
Rose Cohen, Mother of Florene Bernstein      August 9 (22 Av) 
Irving Peltzman, Father of Maxine Klane      August 9  
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, August 11-12 (Yartzeits observed August 11-17; 24-30 Av) 
 
Helen Schneider, Aunt of Thomas Sachs       August 11  
Patricia Winterbauer, Friend of Morris Umansky    August 11  
Lynne Cutler, Friend of Elke Martin        August 12  
Merrill Egorin, Friend of Ruth Potts        August 14 (27 Av) 
Joseph Snaider, Grandfather of Warren Snaider     August 14 (27 Av) 
Aaron Apelberg, Grandfather of Eytan Apelberg     August 15 (28 Av) 
Dace Stone, Friend of Ruth Potts and Alex Carter    August 15  
Louis Friedman, Grandfather of Louis Blank      August 16  
Renee Reiter, Mother of Scott Reiter        August 17 (30 Av) 
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Member Yartzeits –continued 
 
Announced Friday, August 18 (Yartzeits observed August 18-24; 1-7 Elul) 
 
Deborah Potts, Cousin of Ruth Potts       August 18  
Terry Friedman, Dear friend of Judy Barlas     August 19  
Richard Taub, Father of Neela Taub       August 19  
Arthur Freed, Grandfather of Seymour Stern     August 20  
Isadore Garten, Grandfather of Sarajane Garten    August 20 (3 Elul) 
Florence Janpole, Aunt of Susan Silber      August 20  
Bessie Marcus, Grandmother of Susan Silber    August 20  
Sanford Sobel, Uncle of Sarajane Garten      August 20  
Jay Kornfeld, Grandfather of Howard Menaker    August 21 (4 Elul) 
Miriam Monesson, Aunt of Denise Leish      August 21  
Harry Polikoff, Father of Nancy Polikoff      August 21  
William Casel, cousin of Larry Neff       August 22  
Nancy Johnson, Sister of JonRobert Johnson     August 22  
Tole Madna, Foster father of Al Munzer      August 22 (5 Elul) 
Isaac Magid, Grandfather of Carl Spatz      August 22 (5 Elul) 
Aaron Lax, Grandfather of Stuart Sotsky      August 23 (6 Elul) 
Doris Berenholz, Aunt of Jon Monger      August 24  
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, August 25 & 26 (Yartzeits observed August 25-31; 8-14 Elul) 
 
Harold Gondelman, Father of Richard Gondelman   August 26 (9 Elul) 
Bertha Jacobs, Teacher and Friend of Sarajane Garten  August 26  
Stephen Lev, Cousin of Larry Neff       August 26 
Ida Sherman, Aunt of Arthur Leabman      August 26  
Isaac Silber, Grandfather of Frances Sneider     August 26  
Giorgina Vitale, Mother of Loretta Saks      August 26 (9 Elul) 
David Kushner, Grandfather of Eytan Apelberg    August 27 (10 Elul) 
Miriam Chashin, Great Aunt and Godmother of Scott Reiter   August 29  
Dorcas Hollis, Mother-in-law of Mark Agrast    August 29  
Ben Nissenbaum, Grandfather of Beverly Nissenbaum  August 30 (13 Elul) 
Elaine Singer, Mother of Michael Singer      August 30  
Frederic Stern, Father of Seymour Stern      August 30  
Nathan Jewler, Father of Donald Jewler      August 31  
Herbert Roberts, Uncle of Alan Carb       August 31  
Hyman Umansky, Uncle of Morris Umansky    August 31  
Beatrice Web, Adoptive Mother of Devra Floyd    August 31  
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Shabbat Services  
Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services 
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay 
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our 
website for details.  The Zoom meeting number will be 
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and 
Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services 
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion 
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor 
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/85094BAFAC28A3FC1-
erev. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our 
weekly email. 
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
location and number of expected attendees 
to administrator@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of GLBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch 
and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 
 
Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to 
announce a death in your family, 
email bereavement@betmish.org. 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah.  The newsletter is 
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles, 
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of 
the month prior to publication to 
administrator@betmish.org. 
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, 
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well 
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email newsletter, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website 
at www.betmish.org with information about our 
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our 
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites 
of interest. 
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our 
editorial or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for new members, 
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the 
DC metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to membershipdirector@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — 
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim 
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is 
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive 
the information. Please email us 
at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 
Women’s Outreach Program 
On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 we pour 
our favorite beverage to go along with our own 
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and 
conversation. We continue to gather virtually every week 
and may try an in-person option soon. If you have any 
questions contact programmingdirector@betmish.org  
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.          
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and 
we welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-
binary people.  

https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ..................................  ..............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  ..............................  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Mitchell Haymes  .............................  ..............................  president@betmish.org  
   Rabbinic Liaison Committee:  Al Munzer 
 
Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  .........................  ..............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Whitney Babash  .............................  ..............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:   .........................  ..............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris .........  ..............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

High Holy Days: Paula Morris & Rachel Hamberger  .....................  hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter  ....................  ..............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris ......   .............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 

Director of Membership:  Deb Hyman................  ..............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
   Strategic Planning Task Force: Deb Hyman 
 
Director of Operations ....................................... …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator  ............................  ..............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Coordinator  ..................................  ..............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd ...................  sign@betmish.org  

 
Director of Programming ...................................  ..............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  ..............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ....................  ..............................  education@betmish.org  
Programming Committee: Joseph Pomper .....  ..............................  programs@betmish.org 

 
Director of Community Affairs: Brian Parks ........  ..............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Jewish Community Relations Council representative: Stuart Sotsky 
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Bruce Horowitz  ..........................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger……………………….. ..  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Barbara Lewis  ............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee: Allan Armus .................  ..............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  .........  ..............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: James Radack ........................ ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  
Keshet Rising .................................................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
B’nai Ahava ....................................................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 

 
STAFF 

Executive Director:  Joshua Maxey ...................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. .............  administrator@betmish.org 
Bookkeeper .......................................................  ..............................  bookkeeping@betmish.org 
 


