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Words from our Rabbi 

By Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
 

 There is no escaping the fact 
that things are difficult for many 
in our community.  Some are 
facing professional upheaval and 
insecurity, others see their identi-
ties being challenged and at-
tacked, while many wonder what 
rights may be stripped away.  
We worry about the state of our 
country and the state of our 
world.  In these moments, I find 

great comfort in being part of a caring community.  I 
find it helpful to reach out to my loved ones and 
friends, to check in, and to commiserate.  In that 
vein, I want to let you know that I am available to 
talk and to listen.  One of the honors of being a rabbi 
is being welcomed into people’s lives.  I do not take 
lightly the role and responsibility of being a trusted 
ear, a person to whom people open up and with 
whom they seek guidance or comfort.  In addition to 
leading services and classes for this community, one 
of my roles is to engage in pastoral care. 
 What is pastoral care?  At its core, being availa-
ble for pastoral care means being present for you, the 
congregants of Bet Mishpachah.  It means offering 
spiritual and emotional support, grounded in Jewish 
tradition, text, and ritual.  Whether you are in need of 
healing, grieving, or need a listening ear, I have the 
privilege of serving our sacred community by 
providing a non-judgmental, compassionate, and 
confidential presence.  I want to let you know that I 
am here for you, and whatever you are going 
through, you do not have to go through it alone.  If 
you would like to find a time to talk, please email me 
at rabbi@betmish.org. 
 On a different note, I’ve been (perhaps unsurpris-
ingly) reflecting on the upcoming Pesach holy day 
and the enduring messages that it delivers each year.  
The messages feel even more relevant to me this 
year than in the last few.  In a time when many of us 
fear that freedoms that we cherish may be removed 
from us, it is encouraging and worrying at the same 
time to recall that our people have faced oppression 
many times before.  The resilience of the Jewish peo-
ple through all of these historical difficulties is 
astounding.  How are we still here?  How do we still 

retain hope and faith in the face of such tumult?  No matter 
what was happening in the surroundings or in people’s 
lives, I find strength in the fact that Jews around the world 
have sat down together at a table to speak of the Israelites’ 
fight for redemption and tell the story of good triumphing 
over evil.  Even in the darkest of times, or perhaps espe-
cially in the darkest of times, we have a place for a glass of 
wine at the table and wait expectantly for Elijah to take a 
sip, announcing that a more just, perfect age is at hand. 
 When leaders and laws target Jews, LGBTQ+ people, 
minorities, or immigrants, we have continued to sing and 
pray for a better world, and we have acted to ensure that 
the flame of justice cannot be extinguished.  The messages 
of Pesach push us to see that hope is what has kept our 
people alive all these years, even since Egypt.  When the 
sea is ahead of us and Pharaoh’s army is following quickly 
behind, let’s march forward like Nachshon ben Aminadav, 
the first one to step into the water.  Let’s find the strength 
to sing and dance like Miriam.  Let’s speak forcefully to 
tyrants, as Aaron and Moses did, and tell them that our 
people will be free, that we will not bow and cower.  As 
we set out the matza, the orange, and the salt water, we do 
so in community with one another and with generations 
who have come before us to do the same thing, even when 
darkness seemed to rule over the land. 
  Wishing you a Pesach filled with redemption, hope, 
and light. 

April Highlights at Bet Mishpachah and Beyond 
 
April 6th—Rainbow Seder 
April 25th—Yom ha Sho-a Commemoration 
April 26th—Rabbi Jake’s Class 
May 9th—10th—Annual Shabbaton 
May 9th—Congregational Dinner 

 
 
 
 

Save the Date!  Wednesday, May 7th at 7:00 pm 
An Evening with Dr. Anthony Fauci 

Join us in celebration of our 50th anniversary as we honor 
Dr. Anthony Fauci with the Harvey Milk Chesed Award in 

recognition of the work he has accomplished during his 
career for our community. Registration is now open. On 
our website  Details will be in our weekly newsletter. 



 

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly  Nisan/Iyar 5785 / April 2025              Page  2 

Contents: 
 

Page 1: 
Words from our Rabbi 
 
Page 2: 
Words from our Siddur 
Our Bereavement Committee 
 
Page 3: 
Drash for Yom ha Sho-a 
 
Page 4: 
New Classes with Rabbi Jake 
Annual Shabbaton and 
 Congregational Dinner 
 
Page 5: 
Joshua Maxey in Israel 
Joy Ladin program 
 
Page 6: 
Our Joyous Shabbat service 
The Story of our Torahs 
 
Pages 7: 
April Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Thank You to our March & April 
 Service Leaders 
Purim 2025 
Simchat Shabbat 
 
Page 8 & 9: 
Member Yartzeits 
Donations 
 
Page 10: 
About us 
 
Page 11:  
Directory   

Follow us on Social Media  

Instagram: 
@betmishpachah 
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(This is a private, monitored group 
where you can have conversations 
with other mem-
bers). 
 
Youtube: 
@betmishpachah 
 

The Last Butterfly 
 

The last, the very last, 

So richly, brightly, dazzlingly yellow. 

Perhaps if the sun’s tears would sing 

against a white stone … 

 

Such, such a yellow 

Is carried lightly  

Way up high. 

It went away I’m sure because it wished to kiss the world good-bye. 

 

For seven weeks I’ve lived in here, 

Penned up inside this ghetto. 

But I have found what I love here. 

The dandelions call to me 

And the white chestnut branches in the court. 

Only I never saw another butterfly. 

 

That butterfly was the last one. 

Butterflies don’t live in here, in the ghetto. 
 

Pavel Friedman, June 4, 1942 

Born in Prague on January 7, 1921;  

deported to the Terzin Concentration Camp on April 26, 1942;  

died in Aushchwitz on September 29, 1944 

Shavat Va-Yinafash page 414 

Our Bereavement Committee 

Comforting mourners (Nihum Avelim) is 
one of the classic forms of kindness in 
Judaism. At Bet Mishpachah, the Be-
reavement Support Committee has the 
important responsibility of assisting mem-
bers in navigating Jewish traditions that 
are observed following the death of a 
loved one. In coordination with the Rabbi, 
we plan and support shiva services. We can arrange for a meal of com-
fort for the mourner or a snack platter for shiva, as well as support at 
the shiva house.  
 
This year, the committee is hoping to grow our number of shiva lead-
ers, with a particular focus on recruiting Virginians. We plan to review 
and update the policies for our committee (we are currently working 
with policies from 1990) and the shiva booklets. Most importantly, we 
are working on finding ways to support mourners past the first few 
weeks of mourning. If you would like to join this meaningful work, 
please reach out to Rachel Hamberger (bereavement@betmish.org). 

http://www.facebook.com/betmish
http://www.facebook.com/groups/Betmish
https://youtube.com/@betmishpachah?si=tA1DDcl1WzW0OhVV
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
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Inspiring Jewishly—A Drash for Yom HaShoa 
 

April 8, 2021 by Rabbi Meredith Cahn 
 
Today is Yom HaShoa - the day of remembrance of the Holocaust, the period 
of the genocide of 6 million Jewish men, women and children during World 
War II. At the same time, about 500,000 people with disabilities, LGBTQ 
people, Jehovah's Witnesses, Romas, Poles and Slavs were killed in 
concentration camps.  
 
This was not the first genocide (although the term was invented for the 
Holocaust)...the Armenians were killed by the Turks between 1915-1916, and 

the US is still being mealy-mouthed about calling that a genocide. The Rwandans, Cambodians under the Khmer 
Rouge, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Darfur, the Uyghurs in China as we speak have all experienced genocide--since 
the world said, "Never again." 
 
So today is a day to remember all of that and remember lives lost, lives shattered, lives challenged. I learned 
today that a high school friend, whose mother worked with my mother, has created a memorial fund at 
University of Michigan in her mother's memory to remember the Holocaust...her father was a survivor. It was 
not an easy life for them, although many were glad for the life and families they were able to create in defiance 
of Nazism. 
 
We have these past 12 months witnessed/experienced upheavals that highlight the racism and white supremacy 
that still exists and still damages everyone--Black and White, as well as the increase of violence against Asian 
and Pacific Islander Americans (as well as ongoing antisemitism--it's still the most frequently documented hate 
crime in the US). On this day of remembrance, may we all commit to the concept of "Never Again"--and to 
stand with our sisters and brothers--especially those whose backs are against the wall, in the words of Howard 
Thurman. “Let us NOT look away. Let us stand shoulder to shoulder--all of us.” 
 
So I share two poems, one, by Martin Niemöller, that you might know--that talks about the importance of not 
standing idly by. The second is by Elie Wiesel, a survivor who wrote about his experiences in the camps, and 
who was awarded a Nobel Peace Prize for his work for peace to prevent future genocides. 
 
First They Came 
First they came for the socialists, and I did not speak out— 
Because I was not a socialist. 
Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out— 
Because I was not a trade unionist. 
Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out— 
Because I was not a Jew. 
Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me. 
 
Never Shall I Forget 
Never shall I forget that night, the first night in camp, that turned my life into one long night seven times sealed. 
Never shall I forget that smoke. 
Never shall I forget the small faces of the children whose bodies I saw  
 transformed into smoke under a silent sky. 
Never shall I forget those flames that consumed my faith for ever. 
Never shall I forget the nocturnal silence that deprived me for all eternity of the desire to live. 
Never shall I forget those moments that murdered my God and my soul and turned my dreams to ashes. 
Never shall I forget those things, even were I condemned to live as long as G-d Himself. 
Never. 
 
Never Shall I Forget from Night by Elie Wiesel. Copyright © 1958 by Les Editions de Minuit. Translation 
copyright © 2006 by Marion Wiesel. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/NorthBayCommunityRabbi?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWQiYre-nB2Vmge5dbT3lmDvqe61shGY2BB54a2KKYFiUQseQZOkO0x8uA_2C6ET7XKcic7sAKiBbqeCa1qddFiORRlj3_yct2V_5Y9k9It77FDGxH55vCiRHVeFiyBdWOA7c-wjrjAw0TxaXTN4S1DMXEE2vWy8n9ImyovvYplPGYv5k2ifnOp6gyN4b26Pcs&
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New Classes with Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
 

Rabbi Jake will be teaching a wonderful variety of class topics this 
winter and spring.  These classes are free-standing events.  Join us for 
one or all. 

Civil Disobedience and Judaism – Saturday April 26th, following 
services, at 12:30 pm.  In person and on Zoom. 
Throughout our history, Jews have had to grapple with authorities 
whose values and decisions were at odds with our own.  There is there-

fore a plethora of discussion in Jewish works from ancient times until now that call on us to do what we 
know to be right, even if it goes against what we are told.  Let’s look at examples of Jews engaging in civil 
disobedience over the years, and figure out what is can mean for us today. 
 
The Intersection of Queerness and Judaism - How Judaism is uniquely able to accommodate queer 
identity – Wednesday, May 21st, at 7:30 pm on Zoom. 
We’ll hear from our tradition, from recent examples, and from those who have merged their queer identities 
with their LGBTQ+ identities.  If we let them, one can inform the other and both can become stronger within 
us. 

The Zoom invitations will appear closer to their dates in the weekly electronic newsletter, on our Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/betmish, and our website www.betmish.org. Classes are always free for members 
of Bet Mishpachah.  There is a suggested donation of $10 for nonmembers which may be made on our web-
site. 

Spring Shabbaton on May 9th and 10
th

 
Freedom and Resistance. 

 

Join us for Bet Mishpachah’s Spring Shabbaton on Friday May 9th and Saturday 
May 10th!  We are pleased to welcome Dr. Harriette Wimms as our scholar-in-
residence. 

Dr. Harriette is a community convener, Jewish professional, spiritual ritualist,    
lecturer, and social justice advocate for people marginalized by power and op-
pression.  She is a Maryland licensed clinical psychologist, founder and execu-
tive director of the Jews of Color Mishpacha Project, and the Community Rela-
tionship and Jews of Color Engagement Steward at Third Space at Shaarei 
Tfiloh.  Dr. Harriette is a Schusterman fellow, a Selah fellow, and a contract 
trainer for Keshet.  She is most proud of being a mother to her 20-year-old 
daughter.   

The Shabbaton will begin with a congregational dinner, on Friday, May 9th at 6:30 PM.  The dinner costs 

$30 for Bet Mishpachah members and $39 for non-members.  Payments can be made by clicking on the 

Shabbaton link on the Bet Mishpachah website, http://www.betmish.org or by sending your check made 

payable to Bet Mishpachah to Mindy Gasthalter, 3001 Veazey Terrace, NW #1415, Washington DC 20008.  

Please indicate any special dietary needs when you make your reservation.  RSVPs for the dinner are due by 

Friday, May 2nd.  For any questions, you may email programs@betmish.org. 

https://www.lgbtqinstitute.org/news/2016/1/18/what-is-mlk-jrs-legacy-to-the-lgbt-community
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Brunch with Joy Ladin 

On Sunday, March 
23rd, 35 people 
joined us both in 
person for brunch 
and on Zoom to 
hear a presentation 
by Joy Ladin for 
Transgender Day of 

Visibility.  Joy is a poet, essayist, author and is most 
well known for being the only out transgender person 
who worked at an Orthodox Jewish institution after 
her transition in 2008.  She shared heartfelt, inspira-
tional and thought-provoking ideas about gender and 
identity; and how many people live "dual" lives; even 
if they are cisgender.  For example, you may be fully 
Jewish at synagogue, but perhaps you keep your reli-
gion a secret at work.  This was our first, in what we 
hope will be a 
series of high pro-
file presentations 
this year in recog-
nition of our 50th 
anniversary.  In 
2024, the board 
authorized fund-
ing for these 
presentations in 
memory of our 
dearly departed congregant, Allan Armus z"l who 
passed away in October 2023  

Israel since October 7th 

By Joshua Maxey,     

Executive Director 

 My recent trip to 
Israel was a deeply im-
pactful experience, offer-
ing a unique perspective 
on the country’s 
LGBTQ+ rights move-
ment, the challenges 

faced by its communities, and the resilience of its people. The 
journey took me through vibrant cities, historical sites, and 
heart-wrenching conversations, all of which left a lasting im-
pression on me. 
 The trip began in Tel Aviv, where I met with a group of 
travelers and was welcomed by the first transgender member 
of the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF). This opening session at 
the Tel Aviv LGBTQ+ Center set the tone for the journey, 
offering insight into the complexities of gender identity in 
Israel’s military. That evening, we shared a dinner with mem-
bers of the Ethiopian community at Balinjera, hearing their 
stories of resilience and the meaning of “coming back home” 
to Israel. Their narratives of strength and perseverance were a 
powerful start to the trip. 
 Our travels took us to the southern region of Israel, where 
we visited Kfar Azza, a town located near the Gaza border. 
There, we met with a local resident who gave us a poignant 
glimpse into life on the front lines of conflict. The experience 
was eye-opening and difficult to process, as we heard 
firsthand about the constant security threats and the challeng-
es of living so close to the border and saw the damage of   
October 7th. Later, we visited Be’er Sheva’s Pride House, 
where we learned about the struggles to secure funding and 
support for the LGBTQ+ community in the area. 
 In Jerusalem, we met with the Jerusalem Open House for 
Pride and Tolerance, an organization fighting for LGBTQ+ 
rights in a city deeply rooted in religious and political com-
plexities. At Bet Mishpachah, we have had the privilege to 
host the JOH staff and they have been recipients of our Queen 
Esther Fund.  
 We explored the Old City, where the rich history and 
spirituality of the area left a profound impact on me.  
A particularly significant part of the trip was dedicated to 
LGBTQ+ activism in Israel. We visited the Trans Center in 
Tel Aviv, where we met with an Egyptian sex educator, who 
shared invaluable insights into the intersection of gender and 
sexuality in Israeli society. And we had the privilege of meet-
ing key LGBTQ+ figures providing perspectives on the medi-
cal and societal challenges faced by LGBTQ+ individuals.  
 One of the most moving conversations was with a gay 
Druze activist, who shared his experience of navigating life as 
a member of both a minority group and the LGBTQ+ com-
munity in Israel. 
 Throughout the trip, I was continually struck by the resili-
ence of the people I met. From the activists advocating for 
gender and sexual rights to the individuals fighting for ac-
ceptance in their communities, the determination to create a 

more inclusive Israel was clear. I also had the chance 
to meet with the Deputy Mayor of Tel Aviv where we 
discussed the ongoing efforts to promote gender rights 
and social inclusion, a reminder of the progress that is 
still being made. 
 Reflecting on my time in Israel, I realized how 
much the country has achieved in terms of LGBTQ+ 
rights, yet how much more needs to be done. The jour-
ney was a reminder that social progress, while essen-
tial, requires constant effort and dedication. My trip to 
Israel was not only an exploration of a country with a 
complicated history but also a deep dive into the ef-
forts being made to create a more inclusive and com-
passionate society. The resilience, courage, and pas-
sion of the people I met throughout this trip left me 
feeling inspired and hopeful for the future. 
 Israel is a place of contradictions—a land with a 
deep historical 
and cultural lega-
cy, yet one that is 
actively working 
to reshape its fu-
ture by embracing 
diversity and in-
clusion.  
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Join Us for Joyful Shabbat Mornings 
on the 2nd & 4th Saturday Each Month 

 
 Looking for 
a joyous way to 
express your 
awe and grati-
tude for being 
alive, to con-
nect more deep-
ly with our Bet 

Mishpachah family, and to reconsider as an 
adult the stories in the Torah?  
 Join us in singing the traditional morning lit-
urgy of amazement and gratitude in Bet Mish’s 
unique siddur / prayerbook (everything is translit-
erated). 
 Read aloud the many LGBTQ-affirming 
readings, prayers, meditations, and inspiring new 
translations (many written by members of our 
own Bet Mishpachah family).  
 Engage in enlightening discussions (in lieu 
of a sermon) of a shortened reading of the weekly 
Torah portion and share what it means to you on 
an adult level today, here and now, in these diffi-
cult times. 
 Be a part of our loving and supportive   
family who can strengthen your values, reinforce 
your sense of belonging, and remind you of the 
positive things that you can seek and can accom-
plish.  
 This is not your grandparents’ mumble-along 
pro-forma minyan!  Our services are joyous, 
LGBTQ-affirming, stimulating, fully participa-
tory, and followed by friendly schmoozing over a 
Kiddush lunch:  usually bagels, lox, cream cheese, 
fresh fruit, and a sweet treat or two — all gratis!   
 If you would like to participate by leading a 
discussion, the service itself or reading Torah, 
please contact Paula Morris at  
religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org. 
 Bet Mishpachah Shabbat morning services are 
held from 10:00 to noon, including a shortened 
Torah reading and a lively discussion, followed by 
a Kiddush lunch at the Edlavitch Jewish Commu-
nity Center at 16th and Q Streets, NW (enter on Q 
St.).  
 We hope you’ll join us soon and often and 
will share your gratitude, joy, insights and    
fellowship with our Bet Mish family.  Bring your 
friends, too!  All are welcome!  All services are 
streamed.  Please check our electronic weekly 
newsletter for the Zoom meeting ID. 

On Thursday, May 1st, Al Munzer and 

his husband, Joel Wind, will be recog-

nized by the EDCJCC at their Spring 

Gala.  In addition to celebrating all that 

makes the EDCJCC a thriving center 

for Jewish life, the Center will be pre-

senting Al and Joel with the 2025 Lee G. Rubenstein Out-

standing Leadership Award.  Funds raised at this important 

event will allow the EDCJCC to remain a safe, welcoming, 

and warm home for the Jewish community in our nation’s 

capital. If you are unable to join us at the Gala but still want 

to celebrate Al and Joel, consider a tax-deductible contribu-

tion or purchase a tribute ad to thank them for the meaning-

ful impact they’ve made on our community and us as indi-

viduals.  

Our Holocaust Torah 
 
In 1979, Bet Mishpachah received its  
first Sefer Torah, a scroll originating  
from the Czech town of  
olni Kouince. The Jewish  
community in Dolni Kounice began  
in the 14th century. Over the years,  
they faced many perils, including the 
destruction of their synagogue, laws  
limiting the number of Jews allowed  
to live there, a fire in the 1830s, a devastating flood in 
1862, and finally the forced deportation of the town’s 
entire Jewish community to the Auschwitz death camp. 
The only survivor was our Torah scroll. This Holocaust 
Memorial Scroll(#703) has been placed on permanent 
load to Bet Mishpachah by the Westminster Synagogue 
in Knightsbridge, London. By receiving this Holocaust 
Memorial Scroll, Bet Mishpachah became the first 
LGBTQ+ Synagogue to receive a Memorial Scroll. 
 Westminster Synagogue acquired 1,564 rescued 
Czech Torah scrolls and has generously placed over 
1,400 scrolls in synagogues around the world. Placement 
and coordination of these scrolls are handled by the   
Memorial Scrolls Trust of London 
(www.memorialscrollstrust.org).  
 

 Repairing our Sefer Torah 
Our Holocaust Memorial Torah Scroll was joyously wel-

comed home on September 18th, 2022.  To join in cele-

brating our Scroll’s return, members were invited to as-

sist our Soferet (scribe) in completing the entire project, 

thus fulfilling the last of the 613 Mitzvot to write your 

own Torah.  

https://memorialscrollstrust.org/
http://www.memorialscrolltrust.org/
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     Thank You to Our April  
Service Leaders  

Friday, April 4: Paula Morris 
Friday, April 11:  Alex Carter and Cantor Rosalie Will 
Saturday, April 12: Vinny Prell 
Friday, April 18: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, April 25:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  
Saturday, April 26: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 

 

Thank you to our March 
Service Leaders  

Friday, March 7: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Saturday, March 8:  Alex Carter and Ruth Potts   
Friday, March 14:   Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, March 21: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Saturday, March 22: Larry Neff with guests   
 Maureen Mintz and Eldad Ganin 
Friday, March 28: Jeff Burka and Marc Bernstein 

 

April Anniversaries 
Louis Blank and Dan Yost 

April Birthdays 
 

Jeffrey Burka 
Keith Cohen 

Bruce Frishman 
Barbara Goldberg 

Robert Hollis 
Jocelyn Kaplan 
Sarah Kolick 

Hank Londner 
Howard Menaker 
Rachel Nancollas 
Martin Noretsky 
James Radack 

Laurie Schneider 
David Schwarz 

Susan Silber 
Harvey Stoler 

Celebrate Your Joy 

Friday, April 18th will be our next "Simchat Shabbat," 
a way in which our members can celebrate together.  Let 
us know if you have cause to celebrate in the way of a 
birthday, anniversary, or other special occasion and we 
will share in your joy each month.  A special blessing will 
be recited for all those celebrating.  
 
If you would like to help sponsor towards the enhanced 
Oneg for that Friday, please let us know.  Contact Patrick 
at membershipdirector@betmish.org. 

Special occasion?  Yartzeit of a loved one?  Just love 
being at Bet Mish services?  No need to wait until our 
monthly Simchat Shabbat.  Contact Patrick at member-
shipdirector@betmish.org. All donations towards the 
Oneg Shabbat go to the Joel and Murray Woldman 

Kiddush and Oneg Fund 

Purim 2025 
It was a cool spring evening, when merry makers 
and noise makers 
came to celebrate 
Purim with us.  Rab-
bi Jake read  parts of 
Megillat Esther, 
conducted a difficult 
Jeopardy Game and 
hamantaschen 
abounded!   
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Member yartzeits 
 
Announced Friday, April 4 (Yartzeits observed April 4 - 10; 14-6-12 Nisan) 
Stephen Lee, Spouse of David Schwarz     April 4  
David Magid, Uncle of Carl Spatz      April 4 (6 Nisan) 
Edward Roberts, Grandfather of Alan Carb    April 4  
Howard Isom, Uncle of LySandra Brady     April 5  
Barbara Katz, Sister of Margy Kohn      April 6  
Shirley Dwartz, Grandmother  of Paula Morris and Ronni Karambelas April 7 (9 Nisan) 
Carol Arras, Mother of Mary Arras      April 8  
Sara Patt, Aunt of Carl Spatz        April 9 (11 Nisan) 
Martin Cohen, Brother of Keith Cohen     April 10  
Simon Gordon, Uncle of Maxine Klane     April 10  
Edna Korn, Mother of Georgia Korn      April 10  
Charlotte Lax, Aunt of Stuart Sotsky      April 10 (12 Nisan) 
Shirley Leish, Grandmother of Denise Leish    April 10  
Sylvia Liff, Mother of Diane Liff       April 10  
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, April 11 - 12 (Yartzeits observed April 11-17; 13-19 Nisan) 
Sandi Gross, Aunt of Jeffrey Burka      April 11 (13 Nisan) 
Eunice Spatz, Mother of Carl Spatz      April 11 (13 Nisan) 
Louise Chiprut, Grandmother of Beverly Nissenbaum April 13 (15 Nisan) 
Ronnie Nath, Friend of Louis Blank      April 13  
Sean Sebastian, Nephew of Denise Leish     April 13  
Rebecca Sharp, Grandmother of Murray Woldman  April 13 (15 Nisan) 
Rumi Burnett, Mentor and Friend of Elke Martin  April 14  
Bessie Shapiro, Aunt of Arthur Leabman     April 14  
Arthur Dwartz, Grandfather of Paula Morris and Ronni Karambelas April 15 (17 Nisan) 
Doris Ward, Sister of Devra Floyd      April 15  
Mary Madna, Aunt of Al Munzer       April 16 (18 Nisan) 
Alfred Salomon, Brother-in-law of Eva Freund and Elke Martin April 16  
Elsie Freund, Mother and mother-in-law  of Eva Freund and Elke Martin April 17  
Manuel Less, Father of Martin Less      April 17 (19 Nisan) 

 
Announced Friday, April 18 (Yartzeits observed April 18 - 24; 20 – 26 Nisan) 
Donna Floyd, Cousin of Devra Floyd      April 18  
Ida Snaider, Mother of Warren Snaider     April 18 (20 Nisan) 
Annie Singer, Grandmother of Michael Singer   April 19  
Elizabeth Hubner, Friend of Morris Umansky   April 20  
Judith Pomper, Mother of Joseph Pomper    April 20 (22 Nisan) 
Leah Potts, Grandmother of Ruth Potts     April 20 (22 Nisan) 
Phyllis Scheinberg, Friend & colleague of Larry Neff April 20  
Dolores Cohen, Mother of Keith Cohen     April 21  
Martha Wolkowitz, Grandmother of Rachel Wolkowitz April 21  
Nikki Felch, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia    April 22  
Miriam Londner, Mother of Hank Londner    April 22  
Bracha Apelberg, Grandmother of Eytan Apelberg  April 23 (25 Nisan) 
Chick Gordon, Uncle of Warren Snaider     April 23 (25 Nisan) 
Max Klane, Grandfather of Maxine Klane    April 24  
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Member Yartzeits, continued 
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, April 25 and 26 (Yartzeits observed April 25 – May 1; 27 Nisan –  
3 Iyar) 
Ann Friedman, Mother of Barry Friedman    April 25 (27 Nisan) 
Rae Allman, Grandmother of Beth Cohen    April 27  
Alexander Frank, Grandfather of Steven Frank   April 27  
Minnie Lev, Grandmother of Larry Neff     April 27  
Helen Neff, Aunt of Larry Neff       April 27  
Rose Mendelson, Grandmother of Barry Friedman  April 29 (1 Iyar) 
Betty Saks, Mother of Robert Saks      April 29  
Fred Weinberg, Father of Steven Weinberg    April 29 (1 Iyar) 
Lia Horowitz, Mother of Bruce Horowitz    April 30 (2 Iyar) 
Ava Sebastian, Sister of Denise Leish     April 30  
Jaqueline Kalapinsky, Aunt  of Alan Carb    May 1  
Alan Radack, Father of James Radack     May 1 

February donations 
We appreciate the generosity of our members and 

friends, and recognize them for their support.  
 

Operating Fund 
Sheri Layton 
Robyn Helzner, in honor of Joe Pomper’s birthday 
Sharon Kotok, in honor of Joe Pomper’s birthday 
Ellen Kelley, in honor of Joe Pomper’s birthday 
Scott Mezistrano, in honor of Joe Pomper’s birthday 
Priscilla Totten, in honor of Joe Pomper’s birthday 
Karen Green, in honor of Joe Pomper’s birthday 
Glenn Garelik, in memory of Irene Carter 
Rachel Wolkowitz, in memory of Irene Carter 
Daniel Gordon, in honor of Joe Pomper’s birthday 
Douglas Auerbach, in memory of Jerry Goldberg 
Keith Cohen, in memory of his father’s yartzeit 
Barry Friedman, in memory of his grandmother’s yartzeit 
 
Richard Krampf Social Action Fund 
Karen Green, in honor of Joe Pomper’s birthday 
 
Richard Kopley Emergency Assistance Fund 
Ruth Eisenberg and Leti Gomez, in honor of  
 Joe Pomper’s birthday 
Diane Liff and Georgia Korn, in memory of  
 Jerry Goldberg 
Rachel Wolkowitz, in memory of Jerry Goldberg 
 
Siddur Fund 
Toby Klein 
 
 

Joel Woldman Memorial Oneg & Kiddush Fund 
Mindy Gasthalter, in honor of Joe Pomper’s birthday 
Barry Friedman, in honor of Joe Pomper’s birthday 
Barry Friedman, in memory of Irene Carter 
Diane Liff and Georgia Korn, in memory of Irene Carter 
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Irene Carter 
Jennifer Helburn, in memory of her father,  
 Charles Helburn 
Sue Silber and June Peters, in memory of  
 Al Peters  (June’s father) and Philip Silber  
 (Sue’s brother) 
Rachel Wolkowitz, in memory of Namon Johnson, Jr 
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Jerry Goldberg 
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Karen Sorkin 
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Namon Johnson, Jr. 
Barry Friedman, in memory of Jerry Goldberg 
David Fox and Robert Margrave, in memory of  
 Karen Sorkin 
Alex Carter 
 
Mark Goldfarb & Allan Armus Memorial Fund 
Devra Floyd 
David Fox and Robert Margrave, in memory of  
 Namon Johnson, Jr. 
Milton Stern, in memory of Jerry Goldberg 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Ed Senenman, in  memory of his father 
Anna Kramer, in memory of her uncle, Harold Kramer 
Warren Snaider, in memory of Jerry Goldberg 
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Shabbat Services  
Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services 
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay 
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our 
website for details.  The Zoom meeting number will be 
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and 
Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services 
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion 
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor 
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.betmish.org/oneg. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our 
weekly email. 
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
location, occasion and number of expected attendees 
to executivedirector@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of LGBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch, 
 Andrea Jennetta and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 
 
Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to 
announce a death in your family, 
email bereavement@betmish.org. 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah.  The newsletter is 
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles, 
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of 
the month prior to publication to 
administrator@betmish.org. 
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, 
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well 
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email newsletter, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website 
at www.betmish.org with information about our 
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our 
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites 
of interest. 
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our 
editorial or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for new members, 
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the 
DC metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to membershipdirector@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — 
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim 
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is 
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive 
the information. Please email us 
at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 
Women’s Outreach Program 
On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 pm 
we pour our favorite beverage to go along with our own 
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and 
conversation. We continue to gather every month both in-
person and virtually. If you have any 
questions contact religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.          
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and  
welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-binary 
people.  

mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ..................................  ..............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  ..............................  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Joseph Pomper  ..............................  ..............................  president@betmish.org  
 
Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  .........................  ..............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Barbara Goldberg  ...........................  ..............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:   .........................  ..............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris .........  ..............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

High Holy Days: Paula Morris  ........................  ..............................  hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter  ....................  ..............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Rachel Hamberger and Marc Bernstein   religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
Choir:  Whitney Babash ..................................  ..............................  choir@betmish.org 

 
Director of Membership:  Patrick DiBattista .......  ..............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
 
Director of Operations: Deborah Hyman ............ …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator  ............................  ..............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Coordinator  ..................................  ..............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd ...................  sign@betmish.org  

 
Director of Programming: Mark Agrast ..............  ..............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  ..............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Programming Committee: Mindy Gasthalter and Barry Friedman ..  programs@betmish.org 

 
Director of Community Affairs: Alfredo Gomez ..  ..............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Jeffrey Kahn  ..............................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger……………………….. ..  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Noah Wofsy .   .............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee:  Rod Ross ...................  ..............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ....................  ..............................  education@betmish.org  
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  .........  ..............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: ................................................ ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  
Keshet Rising .................................................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
B’nai Ahava ....................................................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 

 
STAFF 

Executive Director:  Joshua Maxey ...................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. .............  administrator@betmish.org 
Bookkeeper .......................................................  ..............................  bookkeeping@betmish.org 
 


