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Spring has Sprung and so has 
Bet Mishpachah. Your new 
Board has sprung into action. 
What follows is a glimpse of 
the work that is in the pipe-
line.  
 

Our upcoming programs orchestrated by our Director 
of Programming and the Programming Committee will 
be unique, interesting, and prove to be engaging and 
informative. The Director of Religious Affairs and 
Rabbi Jake are working together to expand our bevy of 
service leaders.  They are conducting evening classes 
where the veteran leaders have a wonderful opportunity 
to share with our rookies their how to’s such as ‘How 
to write a drash’ and ‘How to outline a meaningful and 
pertinent Shabbat service’. The Shabbaton is just 
around the corner thanks to the Director of Congrega-
tional Affairs and the Education Committee. 
  
The Director of Operations is searching high and low 
for a Hospitality Chair all the while, making sure our 
Friday night and Saturday morning services go on 
without a hitch and that there’s plenty of Oneg nosh 
afterwards to accompany the vibrant conversations 
heard among the congregants. 
  
Our Director of Community Affairs is gearing up to 
work with our Executive Director in coordinating the 
events for Pride month and starting to make alliances 
with other LQBTQ+ groups. Membership renewal is 
just around the corner and our Director of Membership 
is working with the Membership Committee, Liat, our 
Treasurer and Shalom Cloud to make sure our process-
es go smoothly and yield a high return of renewing 
members. 
 
We send, receive and respond to a daily barrage of 
emails. It is incumbent upon us to share our work 
through presenting our reports to each other during our 
Board meetings. The agenda is perfectly organized and 
curated by our Secretary who keeps all of us on task 
while conforming to the norms of governance and most 
importantly is our timekeeper. Liat Novek, our admin-

istrator, is the glue that binds us. She is the scribe of 
the minutes and our random-access memory. 
 
We are doers. We care. We work hard. We are do-
ing holy work.  
 
Here’s what you can do: Bring a friend and come to 
services. Join us at our events. Volunteer to help our 
Director of Operations. Sponsor an Oneg. Celebrate 
a special event in your life with your Bet Mishpa-
chah family. 
 
We’re here for you. Where are you? 

Family and 

Friends Shabbat  

 
Join us on Friday, 
April 12th at  
8:00 pm when we 
enjoy a favorite Bet 
Mishpachah tradition: our annual Family and 
Friends services.  And double the fun—this will also 
be one of our monthly Mizmor Shabbatot with Rab-
bi Ben Shalva.  Bring one or more of your family 
members and/or friends with you and let them see 
and experience first-hand our joyous, uplifting and 
fully participatory Shabbat services.  Show them 
why Bet Mishpachah is your congregational family 
of choice where you can joyously celebrate and af-
firm all aspects of your Jewish, sexual and gender 
identities with your true community.  
 
All are welcome both in-person or virtually. 

Save the Dates!  Pride 2024 
It’s not too early to start thinking of Pride Month in 
June.  Our schedule so far includes: 
Friday, June 7th—Happy Hour with Drag Queen, 
 Tara Hoot  
Friday, June 7th—Pride Service 
Saturday, June 8th—DC Pride Parade 
Sunday, June 9th—DC Pride Festival 
Monday, June 10th—Interfaith Pride Service 
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Haleil—Psalm 114 

 
When Israel came out of Egypt, 
a land of strange speech, 
Judah became G-d’s holy place, 
Israel, G-d’s people. 
 
The sea fled from the sight; 
The Jordan turned back in awe. 
Mountains leaped like frightened rams, 
Hills like scattered sheep. 
 
Sea, what made you flee in fear? 
Jordan, why did you turn back? 
Mountains, why did you leap like rams? 
Hills, like frightened sheep? 
 
Earth, be humble before the Holy One, 
The G-d of Israel,  
who fashions a sudden pool of water from desert rock, 
flowing springs from wilderness stone. 

 
Sh’vat Va-Yinafash, page 343 

Meet our Board member: Alfredo Gomez 
Community Affairs Director 

Alfredo Gómez has been a member with Bet 
Mishpachah for over three years. He serves as a 
Director in the Natural Resources and Environ-

ment team of the U.S. Government Accounta-
bility Office (GAO). He manages the team’s 
work in environmental protection and climate 

change issues. Alfredo has served on several 
boards in the past including the University of 
Chicago/Harris School Alumni Council and the 

International Consortium on Government Financial Management. He 
has lived in Washington, DC, for the last 25 years with his spouse, Pat-
rick Dibattista. Alfredo holds a bachelor’s degree in Chemical Engi-

neering from Rice University and a master’s degree in Public Policy 
Studies from the Harris School at the University of Chicago  

Guest Speaker Nilli Maderer from Jerusalem Open House 
We are pleased to announce that following services on Friday, April 5th, the 
CEO of the Jerusalem Open House (JOH), Nilli Maderer, will be addressing the 
congregation.  She will speak about the JOH's work and the challenges that they 

and the LGBTQ community are facing during these difficult times.  The JOH, 
founded in 1997, currently provides services in three areas: 1) services for the 
community, including a clinic;  2) community activities, including youth groups 

and activities for adults; and 3) advocacy activities.  There will be a Q&A ses-
sion after Nilli's presentation.     
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Achron Shel Pesach   
At The End Of Passover  

A Drash In Haiku 
  
After our seders 
We come back to B’shallach 
Yet we’re also changed 
 
Bechol dor vador 
Generations see ourselves 
Leaving our narrows 
 
All Jews forever 
Each and every one of us 
Lives this story out 
 
Moses leads us forth 
Stands up to his own demons 
Also to Pharaoh 
 
When we make our way 
God sends us the long way round 
Scared we might turn back 
 
A pillar of cloud 
Keeps us company in daylight 
At night it is fire 
 
We’re sort of a mess 
Not sure what we’re heading towards 
Hungry, tired, scared 
 
Manna from heaven 
Tastes like Grandma’s honey cake 
God sees to our needs 
 
An angel attends 
Rashi says it’s but a judge 
Keeping watchful eye: 
 
Will the Israelites 
Prevail despite obstacles? 
Or will we be lost? 
 
We come to the sea 
Oppressors gaining on us 
The water is wide 
 
We cry out to God 
Between two impossibles 
We can only pray 
 
Water is raging 
Nachshon ben Aminadav 
Takes the brave first step 
 
 
 

Then God splits the sea 
We tumble through in a rush 
While oppressors drown 
 
Two peoples, one sea 
Ibn Ezra explains it 
Two opposing winds 
 
A wind from the east 
Moves water out of our way 
We are safe to cross 
 
But another wind 
Brings a wet and cruel fate 
To our oppressors 
 
Az yashir Moshe 
Chants and dance and tambourines 
We are free at last! 
 
Our Exodus 
Israelites—that’s you and me 
Make our way toward home 
 
Every single year 
Even in a pandemic 
We sing of freedom 
 
Around the table 
Wine cups, hope-songs, family 
All seems possible 
 
Seders full of joy 
Next year in Jerusalem 
Let my people go! 
 
Now the Haggadah’s 
Crumb-laden and stained with wine 
The party’s over 
 
Achron shel Pesach 
The end of the holiday 
Brings us back to earth 
 
Life goes on, it seems 
The split sea returns to tides 
Was it all a dream? 
 
Now the world feels rough 
War and grief and pandemic 
Can sea split again? 

Many hearts are frayed 
Softness that keeps us intact 
Seems harder each day 
 
Nations in conflict 
Yemen, Ukraine, Syria 
To name but a few 
 
Prisons for profit 
Inequality is rife 
Families ruined 
 
Planet in crisis 
Islands drowning like Pharaoh 
What can still be saved? 
 
Bullets everywhere 
School, subway, apartment 
Nobody is safe 
 
We’re all so estranged 
Can’t cherish what we can’t see 
Our minds are elsewhere 
 
Sometimes I don’t know 
How to hold the different threads 
Only that I must 
 
What about Pesach? 
After seders, where are we? 
What, then, have we learned? 
 
Renewed commitment 
Torah tells us not to quit 
We rely on God 
 
Hard times strengthen us 
We lean on one another 
Pressing on toward home 
 
Freedom’s urgent call 
Beckons us to keep going 
The world needs this 
 
Reach out for my hand 
I’m as empty as you are 
Let’s walk together 
 

 
By Naomi Gurt Lind , 

April 18, 2022 
Exodus 13:17-15:26 

https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.13.17-15.26?lang=he-en&utm_source=hebrewcollege.edu&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
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Spring  Classes with Rabbi Jake 
 
Rabbi Jake will be teaching two more classes this spring.  These classes are 
free-standing events.  Join us for one or both. 
 
Creating a Values-Based Jewish Food Ethic - Saturday, April 13th, fol-
lowing services, at 12:30 pm, in person and on Zoom. 
It comes as no surprise that Jews care a lot about food, and that our tradition 
has a lot to say about what we eat and when.  From Biblical times, our reli-
gion has sought to further our connection to the Holy One by instructing us regarding eating and drinking - 
things we do several times a day.  Beyond the question of Kashrut, what would it look like to eat and drink in 
holy ways that helped us live our values?  We’ll explore ideas of buying, cooking, and eating according to the 
virtues we espouse, and discuss how we might better live according to our ideals. 
 
Queer Jewish Theology - Wednesday, May 22nd, at 7:30 pm on Zoom. 
We’ll join as a group to learn from some contemporary Queer Jewish thinkers.  We’ll learn what they have to 
teach about ways in which their queerness influences their readings of Jewish text and their conceptions of the 
Holy One and how that being/force relates to our world and to us.  We’ll even examine excerpts from our 
very own siddur and machzor to better understand how an LGBTQ+ congregation can express identity and 
understanding of God in prayer. 
 
Classes are always free for members of Bet Mishpachah.  There is a suggested donation of $10 for nonmem-
bers which may be made on our website. 

 Service Leader Training 
 

 Have you ever wondered what it would be like to co-lead or lead a service at Bet Mishpachah? Maybe you 
would like to write a drash or lead a Torah discussion on Shabbat morning? Are you 
currently a leader or have been in the past and want to enhance your skills and share 
your knowledge? Here is your opportunity.  
 All classes are for leaders of all levels.  Even if you are not ready now, these 
classes will help your skills or find someone with whom you can co-lead.  The Rabbi 
will be holding a four part class series on service leading. All classes will start at 
7:30 pm. The classes will be held via Zoom and may also have an in-person compo-
nent. If you have any questions and/or would like to sign up, please email Paula 
Morris at Religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org 
 
Tuesday, May 21st - How to write Kavanot, introductions to prayers 
Thursday, June 20th - Learn current and new melodies for our prayers  
 
Details for each class and Zoom links will be published in our weekly newsletter, 
“This Week and Beyond.”  All are welcome. 

Save the Date for our Spring Shabbaton—May 10th and 11th 
  
Join us for Bet Mishpachah’s annual Shabbaton! This year, Rabbi Ariel Tovlev will be join-
ing us to teach about queer and trans theology. On Friday night, Rabbi Tovlev will share his 
story along with an introduction to his queer and trans theology. On Saturday, Rabbi Tovlev 
will lead an interactive text study which will explore how our ancient rabbis conceptualized 
gender beyond the binary in Torah text. As a group, we will process how the teachings of 
our ancient rabbis may shed light on our own lived experiences and identities.  
  
Details and Zoom links will be published in our weekly newsletter.  All are welcome. 

mailto:Religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
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Congregational Shabbat Dinner 
Our next congregational Shabbat 
dinner will be on Friday, May 10th 
starting at 6:30 pm at the EDCJCC, 
prior to services, which start at 8:00 
pm.  This is a great opportunity to 
share a meal with friends, spend 

time with our scholar-in-residence for our Shabbaton 
weekend, Rabbi Ariel Tovlev, and enjoy each other's 
company before welcoming in Shabbat.  The cost is 
$30/per member and $39/per non-member.  Please 
RSVP to mgasthalter@gmail.com to reserve a seat 
and to let her know if you have any dietary re-
strictions.  RSVPs are due by Friday, May 3rd.   

lowed by lunch at Au Bon Pain, 700 13th Avenue NW 
-

Tickets can be purchased 
The cost is $16/person, $13/DC residents and 

Brunch and Theater Outing with  
Theater J’s Artistic Di-
rector 
 Please join us on Sun-
day, April 7th for brunch 
at the EDCJCC at 12:00 
pm with Theater J’s Artis-
tic Director, Hayley Finn, 
followed by the world 
premiere of Hester Street at 2:00 pm in the Gold-
man Theater on the second floor. This is the theatri-
cal adaptation of the 1975 film by Joan Micklin Sil-
ver and marks the largest production Theater J’s 
stage has seen in years.   
 Hester Street depicts the uplifting journey of Gitl, 
a young Jewish immigrant from Eastern Europe, who 
arrives with her son to meet her husband, Jake, in the 
tumult of the late-19th century Lower East Side.  Sep-
arated from his wife and the provincial limitations of 
his upbringing, Jake has fully embraced his new 
American Life, one that has little in common with 
Gitl’s old-time ways. 
 Faced with the disintegration of her marriage in a 
world she can barely comprehend, Gitl must find her 
voice, protect her son and redefine her identity.  A 
deeply moving new stage adaptation by Sharyn Roth-
stein featuring songs by Broadway’s Joel Waggoner 
and directed by Oliver Butler, Theater J is amassing 
a nationally renowned team of artists.  This produc-
tion is being produced in association with New York 
based producers Michael Rabinowitz and Ira Deutch-
man, Hester Street is an unforgettable show awash in 
the humor, heartbreak and hope essential to the Jew-
ish immigrant experience. 
 Use the code BETMISH18 to purchase tickets 
https://www.edcjcc.org/theater-j/show/hester-street/ 
and you will receive an 18% discount.  Please RSVP 
to mgasthalter@gmail.com if you plan to attend.   

Our Wonderful Programming Committee 
By Joseph Pomper 

 

Bet Mishpachah’s 
programming com-
mittee has been 
working hard since 
its kick-off meeting 
in January 2023.  
This enthusiastic 
committee has been 

working closely with the education, social action, 
and religious affairs committees to develop interest-
ing cultural, educational, and fun programs designed 
to appeal to the many parts of the Bet Mishpachah 
community.  To that end, we have visited museums, 
had a variety of speakers after services, organized 
congregational dinners and bagel brunches, gone to 
the movies, celebrated Shabbatot and holidays in ex-
citing ways, and partnered with other organizations 
on special projects. 
 In the coming weeks, we will celebrate Purim 
with a fun-filled program and Megilla interpretation, 
observe Transgender Day of Visibility with special 
guest ADM Rachel Levine, have a presentation by 
Nilli Maderer, CEO of the Jerusalem Open House, go 
to brunch and the theater to see “Hester Street” at 
Theater J, participate in the Rainbow Seder, convene 
a panel on the programs and activities available to an 
aging population in the DMV, have our annual Shab-
baton with this year’s scholar-in-residence, Rabbi 
Ariel Tovlev, celebrate International Day Against 
Homophobia with special guest State Department 
Special Envoy for LGBTQ Issues, Jessica Stern, and 
enjoy LGBTQ+ Pride with a Drag Happy Hour, 
Pride Service, a contingent in the Pride parade, and a 
booth at the Pride festival. 
 It's a robust calendar and can only get better, 
which is where you come in!  Would you like to join 
our committee?  We meet every month to plan our 
programs and would welcome your creativity, per-
spective, and input.  Perhaps you don’t have time to 
join a committee but have ideas for an interesting 
speaker, fun activity, or an important volunteer op-
portunity.  Please send them to me at programming-
director@betmish.org.  No idea is too “out-there” for 
us to consider!   
 Please check the newsletter and the monthly 
email blast, “This Week and Beyond,” for details on 
all of our upcoming events.  We hope to see you 

there! 

mailto:mgasthalter@gmail.com
mailto:mgasthalter@gmail.com
https://www.edcjcc.org/theater-j/show/hester-street/
mailto:mgasthalter@gmail.com
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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Wonderful Guest Speaker, Erin Whelan from SMYAL 

 On March 15th, Bet Mishpachah welcomed Erin Whelan, 
Executive Director at SMYAL (Supporting and Mentoring Youth 
Advocates and Leaders), who gave an inspiring presentation 
about her work with the organization and the many important 
projects they are working on.  SMYAL is a current recipient of 
Bet Mishpachah's Queen Esther Fund.  If you are interested in 
contributing to the Queen Esther Fund, please go to our website 
and click the menu for “Ways to Give.” 
 SMYAL was founded in 1984 by a group of activists and 
service providers who came together to fight the status quo when 
youth who identified as LGBTQ+ were hospitalized at St. Eliza-
beth Psychiatric Hospital. 
 This year marks our 40th year of service and we continue to 
be fierce advocates for LGBTQ+ youth and strive to pro-
vide safe and affirming support and services to youth as young 
as 6 up to age 24 years of age.  
 What we do has continued to evolve over the course of our     
history.  We are mindful of not doing what we have always done, 
but ensuring we are evolving with our community and 
we actively listen to the needs, wants, and desires of the youth 
we serve and iterate our programs and services accordingly. 
  

SMYAL supports 5 core areas of programing in DC: 
 
Community Building: Little SMYALs program which brings 
together kids ages 6-12 who identify as trans and gender non-
conforming to build community, feel celebrated and affirmed, 
and connect with other like-minded kids and their families.  
 Youth Ages 13 and older - We also offer weekly virtual and 
physical drop-in opportunities.  Expanding our work in elemen-
tary and middle schools to help teach LGBTQ+ cultural compe-
tency and anti-bullying to students, teachers, administrators, and 
parents. 
  
Youth Leadership: We host an activism and organizing summit 
every year for LGBTQ+ youth called Rise Up!  This last year we 
had over 200 youth from 30 states across the country participate 
in our virtual two day summit.  The summit has evolved with the 
pandemic and now consists of a two day virtual summit and one 
day in person for youth who are interested in connecting with 
other LGBTQ+ leaders in our community. 
 We award seven scholarships every year for queer and trans 
youth who are graduating high school and moving onto college, 
trade school, or other opportunities furthering their educa-
tion.  These scholarships help pay for supplies related to school 
(such as books and computers), course work, or anything the 
youth feel would be helpful in supporting their long-term educa-
tion goals. 
  
Community Outreach: LGBTQ+ focused trainings to hundreds 
of teachers, administrators, and community members.  
 Bilingual Street Outreach program last year in response to a 
gap in services for Latin/e and Latin/x queer and trans youth in 
the District.  We provide everything from basic needs, as well as 
connection to resources such as first and last month's rent, Tax 
IDs, support in changing gender markers, navigating  undocu-
mented individuals in helping get origination paperwork and 
connection to meaningful resources.  In just over 18 months we 
have served 200 unique individuals. 
Housing Program: In 2017 SMYAL launched our housing pro-
gram where we serve LGBTQ+ youth experiencing homeless-
ness ages 18-24 with transitional housing.  In just 6 short years 

we have increased our 
housing program 
where on any given 
night we are housing 
over 54 queer and 
trans youth who re-
ceive comprehensive 
case management and critical life skills.  
 We also opened a transitional housing program in partner-
ship with the DC Department of Health that looks at housing as 
a structural intervention in the prevention of HIV/AIDS.  This 
program grew out of a simple question- if you provide someone 
with access to safe, stable housing are they more likely to prior-
itize their sexual health?  The program serves young men-who-
have-sex-with-men, particularly queer men of color, and pro-
vides them with up to 24 months of housing as well as co-case 
management coordinated between SMYAL and Department of 
Health.  
 Our Rapid Rehousing program where youth are connected 
with an apartment, sign a lease, and SMYAL supports them 
with rent and housing related expenses as they work to maintain 
stable employment and build their network of support.  SMYAL 
is now considered the largest housing provider for 
LGBTQ+ youth in the region. 
  
Mental Health Services: In 2021 after receiving numerous 
requests from youth, families, and community partners about 
the need for affirming and accessible mental health counseling 
for LGBTQ+ youth we launched our clinical services.  
Our goal is to remove many of the barriers that LGBTQ+ youth 
face when seeking therapy including cost, availability, and lack 
of culturally competent therapists.  
 In 2.5 years we’ve supported 160 clients- both youth and 
their families as they navigated everything from adjusting to the 
world during a pandemic, coming out, concerns about safety, 
finding support at school, exploring their gender identity and 
expression, to the everyday struggles of being a young person.  
This year especially, we’ve seen this through line of concerns 
around increasing anti-LGBTQ+ legislation and violence aimed 
at youth. Whether or not it’s a main topic in sessions, you can 
hear how this dangerous rhetoric feels to underscore much of 
what our youth are carrying with them.  
 We’ve also seen the need for these services increase, not 
just for more capacity for clients, but more tailored ser-
vices. SMYAL is continually working to close these gaps 
through innovative programming, including a new series of 
groups hosted at high schools across the city—bringing thera-
peutic support directly to young people. 
 In addition, SMYAL recently hired our new Play Therapist, 
who specializes in working with clients as young as 6 years old. 
Through this new offering, SMYAL is able to more comprehen-
sively integrate therapeutic support for youth in our Little 
SMYALs program who are seeking additional resources outside 
of weekly social groups. 
  
 If you want to get involved with SMYAL, please email us 
at volunteers@smyal.org to receive our monthly volunteer 
newsletter.  This year we are hiring a volunteer and outreach 
coordinator to have more intentional and regular volunteer en-
gagement opportunities.  Stay tuned!  You can also follow up on 
social at SMYAL_DMV on Instagram or SMYAL on Facebook. 
 

mailto:volunteers@smyal.org
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February Donations 
 We appreciate the generosity of our 

members and friends, and recognize them 
for their support.  

 
Joel and Murray Woldman Kiddush and  
 Oneg Fund 
Jeff Kahn, in honor of the New Board Installaton 
Kasey Bigsby and Evan Zukerman, in honor of the  
 New Board Installation 
Barbara Goldberg, in honor of the New Board  
 Installation 
Douglas Auerbach, in honor of the New Board 
 Installation 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Estate of Hazel Groman 
 
Richard Krampf Social Action Fund 
Leslie Flowers, in honor of Jay Krampf’s  
 89th birthday 
 
Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund 
Devra Floyd 
 
Operating Fund 
Alan Carb 
Heather Chinn 
Joel Martin 
David Fox and Robert Margrave, in memory of 
 Sandy and Florene Bernstein 
Anastasia Walsh, in memory of Sandy and  
 Florene Bernstein 
David and Naomi Mendick, in memory of  
 Sandy and Florene Bernstein 
Don Jewler and Robert Hollis, in memory of 
 Sandy and Florene Bernstein 
Barry Friedman, in memory of Florene and  
 Sandy Bernstein 
Lisa Jepsen-Lozano and Miguel Lozano, in 
 memory of Sandy and Florene Bernstein 
Joan Kraft, in memory of Florene and  
 Sandy Bernstein 
Louis Blank and Dan Yost, in memory of  
 Sandy and Florene Bernstein 
Jocelyn Kaplan, in memory of Sandy and  
 Florene Bernstein 

On March 8th, in 
addition to a rous-
ing Mizmor Shab-
bat service with 
Paula Morris and 
Robyn Helzner, as 
a special guest, we 
invited "Hensch" 
Henschel to talk to 
the congregation 
about their organi-
zation, Keshet. 
 

Keshet is dedicated 
to promoting 
LGBTQ+ equality 
in Jewish life. With 
a mission rooted in education, advocacy, and community 
building, for the past 20 years, Keshet has been at the 
forefront of advancing LGBTQ+ inclusion within Jewish 
institutions and beyond. Through comprehensive training 
programs, resource development, and strategic partner-
ships, Keshet empowers Jewish educators, clergy, and 
communal leaders to create LGBTQ+-affirming Jewish 
spaces. Keshet’s programs include not only education 
and training supportive resources but also support for 
LGBTQ+ youth and their loved ones, mobilizing our 
Jewish communities to combat anti-LGBTQ+ legislation, 
and programming and resources for LGBTQ+ Jews of 
Color.  
 
By engaging with Jewish institutions, schools, camps, 
and youth programs, Keshet ensures that LGBTQ+ indi-
viduals can fully participate in every aspect of Jewish life 
without fear of discrimination or exclusion. Through its 
multifaceted approach, Keshet continues to break down 
barriers, challenge stereotypes, and promote a more in-
clusive and equitable future for all within the Jewish 
community and beyond. Check out Keshet’s website to 
learn more about their work. 

 
Arnie and Dorene Manvitz, in memory of Sandy and 
 Florene Bernstein 
Bonnie and Alan Rich, in gratitude for conducting shiva 
 service for Sandy and Florene Bernstein 
Marie Kosanovich, in memory of Sandy and  
 Florene Bernstein 
Diane Liff and Georgia Korn, in memory of Sandy and 
 Florene Bernstein 
Laura Manvitz, in memory of Sandy and Florene  
 Bernstein 
Marianne De Castilla, in memory of Sandy and  
 Florene Bernstein 

https://www.keshetonline.org/
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     Thank You to Our April  
Service Leaders  

Friday, April 5:  TBD 
Friday, April 12: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and  
 Rabbi Ben Shalva with Eryca Kasse drumming 
Saturday, April 13: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, April 19:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, April 26: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  
Saturday, April 27:  Ruth Potts and Alex Carter 
(virtual only) 

 

Thank you to our March  
Service Leaders  

Friday, March 1: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, March 8: Paula Morris and Robyn Helzner  
Saturday, March 9: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, March 15: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, March 22: Mindy Gasthalter and  
 Larry Neff 
Saturday, March 23: Jeff Burka and Marc Bernstein 
Friday, March 29: Louis Blank and Eryca Kasse 

 

April Birthdays 
 

Jeffrey Burka 
Keith Cohen 

Bruce Frishman 
Barbara Goldberg 

Robert Hollis 
Jocelyn Kaplan 
Sarah Kolick 

Hank Londner 
Howard Menaker 
Michelle Munson 
Rachel Nancollas 
Martin Noretsky 
James Radack 

Laurie Schneider 
David Schwarz 

Susan Silber 
Harvey Stoler 

 Rachel Wolkowitz 

Celebrate Your Joy 

 
Friday, April 12th will be our next "Simchat 
Shabbat," a way in which our members can cele-
brate together.  Let us know if you have cause to 
celebrate in the way of a birthday, anniversary, or 
other special occasion and we will share in your 
joy each month.  A special blessing will be recited 
for all those celebrating.  
 
If you would like to help sponsor towards the en-
hanced Oneg for that Friday, please let us 
know.  Contact Liat at administrator@betmish.org.  

Bet Mishpachah featured in  
Washington Jewish Week 

 
Read the article in the recent WJW, “Bet Mishpachah 
Celebrates Diversity and Inclusion.” 
 
https://www.washingtonjewishweek.com/bet-
mishpachah-celebrates-diversity-and-inclusion/  

The 16th Annual Rainbow Seder at the EDCJCC 
Sunday, April 14th at 6:00 pm 

. The Rainbow Seder is a way to celebrate Passover through an LGBTQ lens.  This year, it 
will be co-led by our own Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Rabbi Atara Cohen, from the 

EDCJCC.  It is sponsored by GLOE, along with other community partners, including Bet 
Mishpachah.  As this event usually sells out and is limited to 125, consider getting your 

tickets early.    

https://www.washingtonjewishweek.com/bet-mishpachah-celebrates-diversity-and-inclusion/
https://www.washingtonjewishweek.com/bet-mishpachah-celebrates-diversity-and-inclusion/
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Member Yartzeits  
 
Announced Friday, March 29 (Yartzeits observed March 29 – April 4; 19-25 Adar II) 
Marie Martin, Grandmother of Elke Martin    March 29  
Joseph Rheingold, Grandfather of Mindy Gasthalter    March 29  
Harry Selbin, Grandfather of Denise Leish    March 29  
Abraham Singer, Grandfather of Michael Singer   March 29  
Henrietta Goldberg, Mother of Jerald Goldberg   March 30  
Maurice Rosenblatt, Uncle of Alan Carb     March 30  
Marcia LeWinter, California mom and second mother of Mindy Gasthalter  March 31  
Jan Welch, dear Friend of Maxine Klane     March 31  
David Grossman, Maternal Grandfather of Joseph Pomper April 1  (22 Adar II) 
Leon Jackson, Partner in a professional dance company of Devra Floyd  April 1   
Tom Moffett, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia   April 1   
Anat Shmueli, Cousin of Michael Singer     April 1   
Rona Riibner, Cousin of Larry Neff      April 2   
Corrine Schechter, Mother of Roger Schechter   April 2   
Ruth Kramer, Mother of Eryca Kasse     April 3  
Stephen Lee, Spouse of David Schwarz     April 4   
Edward Roberts, Grandfather of Alan Carb    April 4   
 
Announced Friday, April 5 (Yartzeits observed April 5-11; 26 Adar II – 3 Nisan) 

Howard Isom, Uncle of LySandra Brady     April 5  
Samuel Spatz, Grandfather of Carl Spatz     April 5 (26 Adar II) 
Barbara Katz, Sister of Margy Kohn      April 6  
Carol Arras, Mother of Mary Arras      April 8  
Martin Cohen, Brother of Keith Cohen     April 10  
Simon Gordon, Uncle of Maxine Klane     April 10  
Edna Korn, Mother of Georgia Korn      April 10  
Shirley Leish, Grandmother of Denise Leish    April 10  
Sylvia Liff, Mother of Diane Liff       April 10  
Ben Mendelson, Uncle of Barry Friedman    April 10 (2 Nisan) 
Rob Madna, Foster Brother of Al Munzer    April 11 (3 Nisan) 
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, April 12 and 13  (Yartzeits observed April 12-18; 4-10 Nisan) 
Seymour Bachman, Father of David Bachman   April 13 (5 Nisan) 
Ronnie Nath, Friend of Louis Blank      April 13  
Sean Sebastian, Nephew of Denise Leish     April 13  
Rumi Burnett, Mentor and Friend of Elke Martin  April 14  
David Magid, Uncle of Carl Spatz      April 14 (6 Nisan) 
Bessie Shapiro, Aunt of Arthur Leabman     April 14  
Doris Ward, Sister of Devra Floyd      April 15  
Abe Goldberg, Father of Jerald Goldberg    April 16  
Alfred Salomon, Brother-in-law of Eva Freund and Elke Martin  April 16  
Shirley Dwartz, Grandmother of Paula Morris and Ronni Karambelas April 17 (9 Nisan) 
Elsie Freund, Mother of Eva Freund and Mother-in-law of Elke Martin  April 17  
Donna Floyd, Cousin of Devra Floyd      April 18  
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Member Yartzeits  - continued 
 
Announced Friday, April 19 (Yartzeits observed April 19-25; 11-17 Nisan) 
Sara Patt, Aunt of Carl Spatz        April 19 (11 Nisan) 
Annie Singer, Grandmother of Michael Singer   April 19  
Elizabeth Hubner, Friend of Morris Umansky   April 20  
Charlotte Lax, Aunt of Stuart Sotsky      April 20 (12 Nisan) 
Phyllis Scheinberg, Friend & colleague of Larry Neff April 20  
Dolores Cohen, Mother of Keith Cohen     April 21  
Sandi Gross, Aunt of Jeffrey Burka      April 21 (13 Nisan) 
Eunice Spatz, Mother of Carl Spatz      April 21 (13 Nisan) 
Martha Wolkowitz, Grandmother of Rachel Wolkowitz April 21  
Nikki Felch, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia    April 22  
Miriam Londner, Mother of Hank Londner    April 22  
Louise Chiprut, Grandmother of Beverly Nissenbaum April 23 (15 Nisan) 
Rebecca Sharp, Grandmother of Murray Woldman  April 23 (15 Nisan) 
Max Klane, Grandfather of Maxine Klane    April 24  
Arthur Dwartz, Grandfather of Paula Morris and Ronni Karambelas April 25 (17 Nisan) 
Mary Madna, Aunt of Al Munzer       April 26 (18 Nisan) 
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, April 26 and 27 (Yartzeits observed April 26-May 2; 18-24 Nisan) 
Rose Allman, Grandmother of Beth Cohen    April 27  
Alexander Frank, Grandfather of Steven Frank   April 27  
Manuel Less, Father of Martin Less      April 27 (19 Nisan) 
Minnie Lev, Grandmother of Larry Neff     April 27  
Helen Neff, Aunt of Larry Neff       April 27  
Ida Snaider, Mother of Warren Snaider     April 28 (20 Nisan) 
Betty Saks, Mother of Robert Saks      April 29  
Judith Pomper, Mother of Joseph Pomper    April 30 (22 Nisan) 
Leah Potts, Grandmother of Ruth Potts     April 30 (22 Nisan) 
Ava Sebastian, Sister of Denise Leish     April 30  
Jaqueline Kalapinsky, Aunt of Alan Carb    May 1  
Alan Radack, Father of James Radack     May 1  
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Shabbat Services  
Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services 
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay 
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our 
website for details.  The Zoom meeting number will be 
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and 
Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services 
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion 
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor 
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.betmish.org/oneg. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our 
weekly email. 
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
location, occasion and number of expected attendees 
to administrator@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of LGBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch 
and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 
 
Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to 
announce a death in your family, 
email bereavement@betmish.org. 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah.  The newsletter is 
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles, 
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of 
the month prior to publication to 
administrator@betmish.org. 
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, 
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well 
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email newsletter, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website 
at www.betmish.org with information about our 
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our 
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites 
of interest. 
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our 
editorial or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for new members, 
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the 
DC metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to membershipdirector@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — 
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim 
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is 
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive 
the information. Please email us 
at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 
Women’s Outreach Program 
On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 we pour 
our favorite beverage to go along with our own 
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and 
conversation. We continue to gather virtually every week 
and may try an in-person option soon. If you have any 
questions contact programmingdirector@betmish.org  
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.          
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and 
we welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-
binary people.  

mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ..................................  ..............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  ..............................  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Deborah Hyman  .............................  ..............................  president@betmish.org  
 
Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  .........................  ..............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Barbara Goldberg  ...........................  ..............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:   .........................  ..............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris .........  ..............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

High Holy Days: Paula Morris  ........................  ..............................  hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter  ....................  ..............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris ......   .............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

 
Director of Membership:  Mindy Gasthalter .......  ..............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
 
Director of Operations: Kasey Bigsby ................ …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator  ............................  ..............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Coordinator  ..................................  ..............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd ...................  sign@betmish.org  

 
Director of Programming: Joseph Pomper .........  ..............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  ..............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Programming Committee: Joseph Pomper .....  ..............................  programs@betmish.org 

 
Director of Community Affairs: Alfredo Gomez ..  ..............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Jeffrey Kahn  ..............................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger……………………….. ..  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Barbara Lewis  ............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee:  Rod Ross ...................  ..............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ....................  ..............................  education@betmish.org  
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  .........  ..............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: James Radack ........................ ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  
Keshet Rising .................................................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
B’nai Ahava ....................................................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 

 
STAFF 

Executive Director:  Joshua Maxey ...................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. .............  administrator@betmish.org 
Bookkeeper .......................................................  ..............................  bookkeeping@betmish.org 
 


