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Words From the 

Rabbi 

By Rabbi Jake Singer

-Beilin 

As I write this mes-
sage to you, I am 
actively preparing 

and packing for a trip to Israel.  My family and I are trav-
eling to celebrate a cousin’s wedding.  I haven’t been to 
Israel since 2009 - far too long.  I lived there in 2005-
2006, and I’m excited to return.  I’m wondering if I’ll 
still be able to find my way to the shuk in Jerusalem 
(which I successfully navigated before I had a phone with 
GPS).  I’m longing for some falafel fresh out of the fryer, 
and I’m excited to see cousins, many of whom have 
young children I’ve never met before.   
 
And yet, before I decided to take the trip, I had to pause.  
I was anxious about traveling to Israel at this very       
moment.  Not because of the possibility of terrorism, 
though that's always in the back of my mind.  Not        
because a ten hour flight with an infant and a toddler will 
be challenging, though it will be.  I was anxious because 
unlike during previous trips, Israel as I know it is threat-
ened from the inside, from a far-right government that is 
seeking to undermine the Supreme Court and therefore 
the democratic nature of the country I’ll be visiting. 
 
I’m not the only one who finds these developments trou-
bling.  American Jews have been speaking out against 
these proposed changes, including those who don’t     
usually openly criticize Israel. 
 
Ron Kampeas for Jewish Telegraphic Agency reported 
about a delegation of representatives from Jewish Federa-
tions across the country to voice their concern: 
“A statement from the Jewish Federations of North 
America, which is organizing the trip, singled out 
‘the threats this proposal could have on Israel’s checks 
and balances and in safeguarding minority rights.’” 
 
Israel’s Supreme Court has acted as a bulwark safeguard-
ing the rights of vulnerable populations — including 
women, LGBTQ Israelis and Arab Israelis. The proposal 
to sap the courts of much of their power and independ-
ence has drawn sharp criticism from a range of establish-
ment American Jewish organizations and public figures 
with reputations as defenders of Israel…” 
 

Recently, Israel’s Finance Minister traveled to the US, and 
was met with strong resistance from the established Jewish 
community.  Why? 
 
Sheila Katz, CEO of National Council of Jewish Women 
argued:  “Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich cannot 
be seen as just any other elected leader or politician… 
   This is a moral emergency. We must name the deep pain 
that so many of us feel for what’s happening in Israel right 
now, a place so many of us love… 
   It is unacceptable that Smotrich speaks openly of his desire 
for a society with unequal roles for women, subservient to 
the roles of men in government and beyond. 
   It is unacceptable that Smotrich has said that he is a “proud 
homophobe,” who has compared the Pride parade to bestiali-
ty, threatening the safety of the whole LGBTQ+ communi-
ty… 
 
We must make it clear with our actions as Americans and as 
American Jews that we side always with democracy, with 
human rights, and with basic dignity.” 
 
This is why I paused before deciding to travel to Israel.  I’m 
afraid for the country I love, and I’m angry about the direc-
tion in which it seems to be heading.  At the same time, I’m 
reflecting on the theme of our Pesach holiday - liberation.  It 
is a theme that always strikes a chord, and perhaps even more 
so this year.  Obviously, Israel is not the only place where 
minority rights are under threat, or where the judicial system 
is being undermined in order to erase the freedoms that we 
value.  But it is heartbreaking that we now need to put Israel 
on the list of places where we are fighting for these rights. 
 
We are also seeing a need to fight harmful laws in the United 
States.  From anti-Trans legislation to the vilification of drag 
shows, there is successful legislation that is eroding the rights 
of members of our community.  The Pesach hagada tells us 
that in each and every generation we must see ourselves as if 
we each personally went out of Egypt.  So too, in each gener-
ation we must do the work of ensuring freedom for all, and 
fighting against those who would take it away.  This year, the 
fight goes on and intensifies - both in Israel and at home. 
 
When I return from Israel and celebrate Pesach this year, I 
hope to share stories of the beauty I saw in the land, the in-
spiring Shabbat services and dinners I attended, and the ac-
cepting, loving people I spent time with.  I hope to bring 
news of strong resistance to the undemocratic proposals.  I 
will also return home to repeat our people’s story of redemp-
tion, a story from ancient times with unsettlingly contempo-
rary relevance. 
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I, Miriam 

 

I, Miriam, stand at the sea and turn to face the desert 

stretching endless and still. 

My eyes are dazzled. 

The sky brilliant blue. 

Sunburnt sands unyielding white. 

My hands turn to dove wings. 

My arms reach for the sky and I want to sing the 

song rising inside me. 

My mouth open I stop. 

Where are the words? 

Where the melody? 

In a moment of panic my eyes go blind. 

Can I take a step without knowing a destination? 

Will I falter 

Will I fall 

Will the ground sink away from under me? 

The song still unformed- 

How can I sing? 

To take the first step- 

To sing a new song- 

Is to close one’s eyes and dive into unknown waters. 

For a moment knowing nothing risking all- 

But then to discover 

The waters are friendly. 

The ground is firm. 

And the song-the song rises again. 

Out of my mouth comes words lifting the wind. 

And I hear for the first the song that has been in my heart silent  

unknown even to me. 
Ruth H. Sohn 

Sh’vat Va-Yinafash, page 408 

Three Weekly Writing Circles for Bet Mishpachah 

 
We are delighted to offer three weekly 90-minute Writing Circles led by Rabbi Tamara 
Miller on Sunday afternoons starting after Pesach ends.  Rabbi Miller recently offered 
similar sessions as part of the EDCJCC’s Adult Retirees Club; two Bet Mishpachah members attended and were both 
very pleased with the process and with what each of us wrote — we surprised ourselves!  
 
Rabbi Miller will start each session with some short writing exercises, supported by poetry, music and Jewish texts to 
help open us up to writing.  Subject matter and style are determined by each writer. Participants will be invited (but not 
required) to read what they’ve written to the Writing Circle with no critique or criticism, only warm acceptance.  After 
each person reads, they will say dibàrti: “I have spoken” and all will respond shamàti: “I have heard.”   
 
The Writing Circles offer our congregants a new and different kind of programming that will also help build relation-
ships within our community.  The Writing Circles are limited to eight to ten people.  Sessions will be held around a 
table in a private home with coffee/tea and dessert — a little nosh couldn’t hurt.  
 
Each participant will pay Rabbi Miller $20 per session.  Bet Mishpachah used the same approach when Rabbi Miller 
taught a wonderful Trope class to our members several years ago. To reserve your space in the Writing Circles or for 
any questions about them, please email Larry.Neff@comcast.net.  We look forward to writing with you!  

mailto:Larry.Neff@comcast.net
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A Year in Review 

By Joshua Maxey 

 Where has the time gone? This week I marked 
one year as the first Executive Director of our vibrant 
community. I am so grateful to all of you for entrusting 
me with this role. We have accomplished so much over 
the past year. Together we accomplished the following: 
• Revamped our social media presence- Thank you, 

Mike Goldstein, for your leadership to make this 
happen. 

• Began our in-person Oneg Shabbat/Kiddush Lunch-
es post pandemic- Which offered us a chance to 
connect. Thank you, Rick Bowman, who has been 
with us for almost three decades and is recovering 
from a medical situation. 

• We continue to strengthen our partnership with oth-
er local Jewish organizations and synagogues. 

• We started an outreach in partnership with the 
EDCJCC (GLOE) and PJ Library for LGBTQ+ 
youth and families. 

• We had a successful campaign with the restoration 
of our Holocaust Memorial Scroll. 

• We are in the process of revamping our Develop-
ment Committee. 

• And most recently, through the efforts of past Board 
Members; Mindy Gasthalter and Erica Groger, we 
opened the discussion on the Jewish value of 
Planned Giving. 

  
 These are only a few examples of what I have been 
able to work on with our members. 
  I am so grateful to all of you for your support this 
past year. I especially thank our Administrator, Liat 
Novek, who works tirelessly to ensure our synagogue 
runs smoothly. Thank you to the Executive Director 
Search Committee who supported my onboarding and 
transition into the role, Rabbi Jake who provides so 

As you may know, we received a grant from the JCRC/
Federation to support local Afghan refugee outreach. The 
Social Action Committee chose to support the Moving Up 
Fund through Homes Not Borders. Below is a copy of the 
email I received from one of their participants detailing 
how the fund was helpful with their transition.  

I am Habib, a medical doctor and project management pro-
fessional, working with USAID and US-based funded pro-
jects for more than ten years in Afghanistan. I am one of the 
evacuees who came to the US on humanitarian parole and 
pending Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) in October 2021 and 
left everything behind with the hope of building a better and 
safe life here in the US. 
  
After receiving basic survival support, I started searching 
for good-paying jobs where they pay enough to meet the 
excessive costs of living and be self-sufficient. I tried enor-
mously almost all job fields for more than six months, but 
unfortunately, I received rejections even with the comments 
of being overqualified. Finally, I started a survival job of 
interpretation and translation with low wages and little pay-
ments that were not enough to pay the rent. 
 
Fortunately, I found Homes No Borders and was selected as 
an awardee for the “Moving Up Fund.” They paid a portion 
of the monthly rent for three months as financial assistance 
which allowed me to attend several workshops including 
behavioral health training and health management courses. 
These trainings paved the path to get an unexpected full-
time job in the medical field with good pay and made me 
feel satisfied and look forward to having and building a 
good career.  
 
I am really grateful and would like to express my sincere 
thanks to Homes No Border's great and dedicated team for 
their support, wholehearted assistance, and all efforts they 
are doing for the refugees in such a difficult time. Your sup-
port made many families happy and provided much-needed 
stress relief.  
 
Once again thank you for being by our side, wishing you all 
the best  
  
Best Regards, 
Habib 

much spiritual support, and to Mitchell Haymes, our dedi-
cated President, and the entire Board of Directors that 
guides us as we journey through the strategic plan. I look 
forward to continuing our work together as a community. 
 
With much appreciation, 
Joshua Maxey, Executive Director 

https://www.homesnotborders.org/
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Passover questions for LGBTQ families 
By  Dana Rudolph, April 18, 2019 

  
 Although I’m somewhat casual in my observance of Passover, I love 
that the holiday, which commemorates Jewish people’s journey out of slav-
ery in Egypt, has become a time for reflection on freedom and social jus-
tice. I’ve been thinking about how we LGBTQ parents might use the tradi-
tional “Four Questions” of Passover to guide our modern-day journeys. 
 During the Passover Seder we use a book called a Haggada to retell and 

symbolically relive the story. Some of the passages come from traditional texts and liturgy, but much of the 
Haggada is open to creative input. Because of the theme of freedom from oppression, many Haggadot aim at 
exploring various areas of social justice and include readings from modern civil-rights leaders, poets and other 
thinkers. 
 A key part of the Seder is the asking of the Four Questions, which explain the symbols and rituals and are 
traditionally asked by the youngest child at the table who is able to do so. Many modern Haggadot, however, 
add extra questions for personal reflection or to delve into a particular area of social justice. Here, therefore, 
are some additional questions queer families could ask at the Seder. 
 The Four Questions actually begin with a fifth overarching question, “Why is this night different from all 
other nights?” This prompts me to ask: How are we, as an LGBTQ family, different from all other families — 
and how are we the same? I believe that our similarities — in loving our children and helping them grow and 
learn — go deeper than our differences. At the same time, it can sometimes be useful to think about our dif-
ferences as a way of finding pride in our identities. What can we learn from exploring points of connection 
and places of difference? How can we use our similarities to build bridges? Where, too, do our intersecting 
identities of ethnicity, race, geographic origin, gender, ability, religion and more offer us connection with   
other people and families, LGBTQ and not? 
 We move on to the first of the four traditional Passover questions: “On all other nights, we eat leavened 
food or matza. Why on this night, only matza?” The usual answer is that when Pharaoh finally let the Jews 
leave Egypt, they went quickly, grabbing their bread dough before it could rise. They were willing to adapt to 
eating unleavened bread in order to gain their freedom. As an additional question, therefore, I would ask: How 
has your family adapted to any challenges you may have encountered, either in starting your family or after-
wards, and what have you learned from that experience? 
 The second Seder question is: “On all other nights, we eat various vegetables. Why, on this night do we 
eat only bitter herbs?” The usual answer is that they remind us of the bitterness of slavery in Egypt. My new 
question, then is: How can we and our children be reminded of the lives and struggles of LGBTQ families  
before us, and how can the stories of their lives help us today?  
 The third Passover question is: “On all other nights, we don’t dip even once. Why on this night do we dip 
twice?” This is a reference to the Seder ritual of first dipping parsley in salt water to remind us of the tears of 
slavery and then dipping bitter herbs in charoset, a sweet paste of fruit and nuts that symbolizes the mortar 
used by the Hebrew slaves. I’ve heard it explained that dipping food in other food was something no slave had 
the wherewithal to do, and was therefore a sign of freedom. The second dip, into charoset, is to remind us 
there is sweetness even in bitter times. My question therefore is: How do we sweeten the bitterness of inequal-
ity for ourselves and our children? By finding community? Seeking allies? Taking action? 
 Finally, at a Seder we ask, “On all other nights, we eat either sitting upright or reclining. Why on this 
night do we all recline?” We are told that reclining while eating is a sign of luxury and freedom. I would ask, 
therefore: Even as we enjoy some freedoms for our families, how can we become better allies to other margin-
alized groups, both within and outside the LGBTQ community? 
 As we tell the story of the Exodus, we recall its message, “You shall not oppress a stranger, for you know 
the feelings of the stranger, having yourselves been strangers in the land of Egypt.” (Exodus 23:9). Although I 
consider myself fairly secular, that message still resonates with me in this time of new pharaohs, new oppres-
sions and debates about how to treat strangers coming into our land. However and whatever we may each cel-
ebrate this season, may we find meaning in it to carry us through the days ahead. Pharaohs can be overcome 
and freedom gained. 
Dana Rudolph is the founder and publisher of Mombian (mombian.com), a GLAAD Media Award-winning 
blog and resource directory for LGBTQ parents. 

https://epgn.com/author/dana-rudolph/
https://epgn.com/2019/04/18/passover-questions-for-lgbtq-families/news/local/14478-potluck-lgbtq-seder-slated-for-april-21
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Rabbi Jake’s Classes 
 
Rabbi Jake will be 
teaching a wonderful 
variety of class topics this 
winter and spring.  These 
classes are free-standing 
events.  Join us for one or 
both.    
 
Elisha ben Abuya - The 
Story of An Excommunicated Rabbi - Wednesday, 
April 19th, at 7:30 pm.  There is a rabbi in Talmudic 
literature known as “Acher/The Other.”  Elisha ben 
Abuya was shunned by his community, but why?  
How did the exiled rabbi come to be an outcast, and 
how do we draw boundaries for Jewish communities 
today?  His story inspired the wonderful book, As a 
Driven Leaf and can teach us something as well.  
Virtual only. 
 
Sing a New Song - A Survey of New Melodies for 
Ancient Texts - Wednesday, June 14th, at 7:30 pm.  
We all have the melodies to certain prayers and texts 
that speak to us - perhaps something from childhood 
or something we’ve learned somewhere along our 
Jewish journeys.  Jewish musicians and composers 
are always finding new ways to bring meaning to 
ancient texts, and we’ll hear how some of them have 
interpreted them through song.  We’ll hear examples 
from Israeli artists, queer Jews, and camp song 
leaders, and do some singing along as well. Virtual 
and in-person at the EDCJCC. 
 

The Zoom invitations will appear in the weekly 
newsletter, “This Week and Beyond,” and on our 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/betmish.  
Classes are always free for members of Bet 
Mishpachah.  There is a suggested donation of $10 
for nonmembers which may be made on our website. 

Bet Mishpachah Goes to the Theater! 
 
Bet Mishpachah is organizing 
a theater outing to the Arena 
Stage to see a modern Ameri-
can classic, "Angels in Amer-
ica: Part One," written by To-
ny Kushner.  The play, set in 
1985-86, is a complex,  often 
metaphorical, and at times 
symbolic examination of 
AIDS and homosexuality in 
America in the 1980s.  We 
are putting     together a group 
(minimum ten persons) to 
attend the performance at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, April 
23rd.  We are trying to plan a pre-performance Meet & 
Greet with a staff person from Arena Stage.  Details to 
follow. A special discounted rate of $60 per person is 
being offered.   
 If you are interested in joining us please RSVP to 
Mindy at mgasthalter@gmail.com by April 14th.  Tick-
ets are going fast so please RSVP early!  

Bet Mishpachah Goes to 
the Movies! 

 

Join us on Sunday, April 16th at 
5:00 pm when we head to the 
Avalon Theater at 5612 Con-
necticut Avenue NW to see The 
Lost King.  In the archaeological 
find of a century, the remains of 
King Richard III — presumed 
scattered over 500 years ago — 
were discovered under a parking 
lot in Leicester in 2012. The 
search was spearheaded by ama-

teur historian Philippa Langley, whose passion and un-
relenting research were met with skepticism by the aca-
demic establishment. Directed by two-time Oscar® 
nominee Stephen Frears (The Queen) and starring two-
time Oscar® nominee Sally Hawkins (The Shape of 
Water) as Langley, The Lost King is the inspiring true 
story of a woman who refused to be ignored and took 
on Britain’s most eminent historians, forcing them to 
rethink the legacy of one of the most controversial rul-
ers in English history. A tale of discovery, obsession, 
and stolen glory (both then and now), The Lost King is 
a magical adventure illuminated by one woman’s 
awakened sense of purpose.  When the film ends at 
approximately 7 pm, we will head to the Parthe-
non, http://www.parthenon-restaurant.com/, at 5510 
Connecticut Avenue NW for dinner outdoors.  Please 
RSVP to Mindy at  mgasthalter@gmail.com if you 
plan to attend or want further information. 

Save the Date! Our Shabbaton is coming! 
 

On Saturday and Sunday, May 12th and 13th, Bet 
Mishpachah will hold our annual Shabbaton virtually 
and in-person.  Our guest will be Sabrina Sojourner, a 
political activist who has led Shabbat and holiday ser-
vices, held conversations on race and inclusion and 
joined other prominent Jews of color to lead Be’chol 
Lashon’s first Juneteenth worship service since it was 
declared a federal holiday.  More details next month. 
We hope to see you then! 

http://www.facebook.com/betmish
http://www.parthenon-restaurant.com/
mailto:mgasthalter@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9dEboV45X8
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     Thank You to Our April  
Service Leaders  

Friday, April 7: Louis Blank and  
 Mindy Gasthalter 
Saturday, April 8: Alex Carter and Ruth Potts 
 (virtual only) 
Friday, April 14: TBD 
Friday, April 21:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Saturday, April 22: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, April 28: Allan Armus and Rabbi Jake 
 Singer-Beilin 
 

Thank you to our March  
Service Leaders  

Friday, March 3: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, March 10:  Paula Morris and Rabbi  
     Ben Shalva 
Saturday, March 11:  Larry Neff 
Friday, March 17: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, March 24: Larry Neff 
Saturday, March 25: Vinny Prell 
Friday, March 31: Allan Armus 
 

April Birthdays  
 

Jeff Burka 
Keith Cohen 

Bruce Frishman 
Barbara Goldberg 

Mark Hart 
Robert Hollis 

Jocelyn Kaplan 
Sarah Kolick 

Hank Londner 
Howard Menaker 
Martin Noretsky 
James Radack 
David Schwarz 

Susan Silber 
Harvey Stoler 

John Winterson 
Rachel Wolkowitz 

February Donations 
 
We appreciate the generosity of our members 
and friends, and recognize them for their sup-
port.  
 
Operating Fund 
Charles Stewart 
Barry Friedman, in memory of  
 Keith Cohen’s father 
Barry Friedman 
Joshua Maxey 
Daniel Kaplan 
Jennifer Helburn 
Eileen Zanar, in memory of Louise Zanar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Joel and Murray Woldman Kiddush and  
 Oneg Fund 
Louis Blank and Dan Yost, in honor of their  
 anniversary 
Stuart Sotsky, for Installation Shabbat in honor of 
 the Past Presidents 
 
Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund 
Devra Floyd 
 
Richard Krampf Social Justice Fund 
Barry Friedman 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Neela Taub 
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to: 

The friends  of Charles Stewart, Bet Mishpachah member 

Member Yartzeits  
 
Announced Friday, March 31 (Yartzeits observed March 31-April 6; 9-15 Nisan) 
Shirley Dwartz, Grandmother of Ronni Karambelas and Paula Morris   March 31 (9 Nisan)  
Marcia LeWinter, California Mom and second mother of Mindy Gasthalter March 31   
Jan Welch, Dear Friend of Maxine Klane          March 31   
Leon Jackson, Partner in a professional dance company of Devra Floyd  April 1   
Tom Moffett, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia         April 1   
Anat Shmueli, Cousin of Michael Singer           April 1   
Sara Patt, Aunt of Carl Spatz              April 2 (11 Nisan) 
Rona Riibner, Cousin of Larry Neff            April 2   
Corrine Schechter, Mother of Roger Schechter         April 2   
Ruth Kramer, Mother of Eryca Kasse           April 3   
Charlotte Lax, Aunt of Stuart Sotsky            April 3 (12 Nisan) 
Sandi Gross, Aunt of Jeffrey Burka            April 4 (13 Nisan) 
Stephen Lee, Spouse of David Schwarz           April 4   
Edward Roberts, Grandfather of Alan Carb          April 4   
Eunice Spatz, Mother of Carl Spatz            April 4 (13 Nisan) 
Howard Isom, Uncle of LySandra Brady           April 5   
Louise Chiprut, Grandmother of Beverly Nissenbaum       April 6 (15 Nisan) 
Barbara Katz, Sister of Margy Kohn            April 6   
Rebecca Sharp, Grandmother of Murray Woldman        April 6 (15 Nisan) 
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, April 7 and 8 (Yartzeits observed April 6-13; 16-22 Nisan) 
Arthur Dwartz, Grandfather of Ronni Karambelas and Paula Morris   April 8 (17 Nisan) 
Mary Madna, Aunt of Al Munzer             April 9 (18 Nisan) 
Martin Cohen, Brother of Keith Cohen           April 10   
Simon Gordon, Uncle of Maxine Klane           April 10   
Edna Korn, Mother of Georgia Korn            April 10   
Shirley Leish, Grandmother of Denise Leish          April 10   
Manuel Less, Father of Martin Less            April 10 (19 Nisan) 
Sylvia Liff, Mother of Diane Liff             April 10   
Ida Snaider, Mother of Warren Snaider           April 11 (20 Nisan) 
Ronnie Nath, Friend of Louis Blank            April 13   
Judith Pomper, Mother of Joseph Pomper          April 13 (22 Nisan) 
Leah Potts, Grandmother of Ruth Potts           April 13 (22 Nisan) 
Sean Sebastian, Nephew of Denise Leish           April 13   
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Member Yartzeits –continued 
 
Announced Friday, April 14 (Yartzeits observed April 14-20; 23-29 Nisan) 
Rumi Burnett, Mentor and friend of Elke Martin         April 14   
Bessie Shapiro, Aunt of Arthur Leabman           April 14   
Doris Ward, Sister of Devra Floyd            April 15   
Bracha Apelberg, Grandmother of Eytan Apelberg        April 16 (25 Nisan) 
Abe Goldberg, Father of Jerald Goldberg          April 16   
Chick Gordon, Uncle of Warren Snaider           April 16 (25 Nisan) 
Alfred Salomon, Brother-in-law of Eva Freund and Elke Martin    April 16   
Elsie Freund, Mother of Eva Freund and Mother-in-law of Elke Martin   April 17   
Donna Floyd, Cousin of Devra Floyd            April 18   
Ann Friedman, Mother of Barry Friedman          April 18 (27 Nisan) 
Annie Singer, Grandmother of Michael Singer         April 19   
Betty Grossman, Mother of Richard Grossman         April 20 (29 Nisan) 
Elizabeth Hubner, Friend of Morris Umansky         April 20   
Phyllis Scheinberg, Friend and colleague of Larry Neff       April 20  
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, April 21 and 22 (Yartzeits observed April 21-27; 30 Nisan-6 Iyar)  
Dolores Cohen, Mother of Keith Cohen           April 21   
Martha Wolkowitz, Grandmother of Rachel Wolkowitz       April 21   
Nikki Felch, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia          April 22   
Miriam Londner, Mother of Hank Londner          April 22   
Rose Mendelson, Grandmother of Barry Friedman        April 22 (1 Iyyar) 
Fred Weinberg, Father of Steven Weinberg          April 22 (1 Iyyar) 
Lia Horowitz, Mother of Bruce Horowitz          April 23 (2 Iyyar) 
Max Klane, Grandfather of Maxine Klane          April 24   
David Sotsky, Father of Stuart Sotsky           April 25 (4 Iyyar) 
Rae Allman, Grandmother of Beth Cohen          April 27   
Selma Cobden, Grandmother of Jeffrey Berns         April 27 (6 Iyyar) 
Alexander Frank, Grandfather of Steven Frank         April 27   
Minnie Lev, Grandmother of Larry Neff           April 27   
Helen Neff, Aunt of Larry Neff             April 27  
 
Announced Friday, April 28 (Yartzeits observed April 28-May 4; 7-13 Iyar)  
Issac Fox, Grandfather of David Fox            April 28 (7 Iyyar) 
Betty Saks, Mother of Robert Saks            April 29   
Ava Sebastian, Sister of Denise Leish           April 30   
Molly Dickson, Aunt of Stuart Sotsky           May 1 (10 Iyyar) 
Morris Grossman, Father of Richard Grossman         May 1 (10 Iyyar) 
Jaqueline Kalapinsky, Aunt of Alan Carb          May 1   
Alan Radack, Father of James Radack           May 1   
David Youngman, Uncle of Joel Wind           May 2 (11 Iyyar) 
Pauline Karron, Grandmother of David Fox          May 3 (12 Iyyar) 
Thelma Brown, Aunt of LySandra Brady           May 3   
Leona Cason, Great Aunt of Patricia Carlton          May 4   
Ellen Cenzer, Aunt of Michael Singer           May 4   
Nathan Hyman, Father of Batya Hyman           May 4   
Sonia Purcell, Grandmother of Mary Hubbard         May 4   
Oscar Sotsky, Uncle of Stuart Sotsky            May 4 (13 Iyyar)  
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Shabbat Services  
Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services 
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay 
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our 
website for details.  The Zoom meeting number will be 
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and 
Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services 
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion 
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor 
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/85094BAFAC28A3FC1-
erev. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our 
weekly email. 
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
location and number of expected attendees 
to administrator@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of GLBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch 
and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 
 
Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to 
announce a death in your family, 
email bereavement@betmish.org. 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah.  The newsletter is 
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles, 
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of 
the month prior to publication to 
administrator@betmish.org. 
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, 
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well 
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email newsletter, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website 
at www.betmish.org with information about our 
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our 
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites 
of interest. 
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our 
editorial or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for new members, 
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the 
DC metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to membershipdirector@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — 
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim 
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is 
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive 
the information. Please email us 
at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 
Women’s Outreach Program 
On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 we pour 
our favorite beverage to go along with our own 
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and 
conversation. We continue to gather virtually every week 
and may try an in-person option soon. If you have any 
questions contact programmingdirector@betmish.org  
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.          
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and 
we welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-
binary people.  

https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ..................................  ..............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  ..............................  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Mitchell Haymes  .............................  ..............................  president@betmish.org  
   Rabbinic Liaison Committee:  Al Munzer 
 
Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  .........................  ..............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Whitney Babash  .............................  ..............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:   .........................  ..............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris .........  ..............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

High Holy Days: Paula Morris & Rachel Hamberger  .....................  hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter  ....................  ..............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris ......   .............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 

Director of Membership:  Deb Hyman................  ..............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
   Strategic Planning Task Force: Deb Hyman 
 
Director of Operations ....................................... …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator  ............................  ..............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Coordinator  ..................................  ..............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd ...................  sign@betmish.org  

 
Director of Programming ...................................  ..............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  ..............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ....................  ..............................  education@betmish.org  
Programming Committee: Joseph Pomper .....  ..............................  programs@betmish.org 

 
Director of Community Affairs: Brian Parks ........  ..............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Jewish Community Relations Council representative: Stuart Sotsky 
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Bruce Horowitz  ..........................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger……………………….. ..  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Barbara Lewis  ............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee: Allan Armus .................  ..............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  .........  ..............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: James Radack ........................ ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  
Keshet Rising .................................................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
B’nai Ahava ....................................................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 

 
STAFF 

Executive Director:  Joshua Maxey ...................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. .............  administrator@betmish.org 
Bookkeeper .......................................................  ..............................  bookkeeping@betmish.org 
 


