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Rick Bowman to be Honored  
Friday, December 9

th
, 2011 

 

Although you may not have met him, you have certainly seen 

Rick Bowman, and enjoyed the results of his work.  Each 

week, before services, he transforms the Social Hall into our 

worship space.  During services, he sets up the Oneg Shabbat 

(and now the Kiddush lunch, too), and cleans up afterward.  

He transports our High Holy Day machzorim (prayer books) 

to and from their storage site in Prince Georgeôs County, and 

sets up and takes down the High Holy Day equipment.  

Because of his work, we can enjoy our worship services and 

our time together without a care. 

 

Rick has been a quiet, sweet presence in the life of our 

congregation for a quarter century.  We will honor Rick at 

services on December 9th.  Please help us celebrate him and 

all he has done for us. 

www.betmish.org  

Washington DCôs  
Egalitarian Synagogue  
Embracing a Diversity  

of Sexual and Gender Identities  

We Remember Them,  
December 2

nd
, 2011 

 

At the Erev Shabbat service on December 2nd, 

we will be taking special note of World AIDS 

Day.  During the service we will be reading the 

names of members and the family and friends of members who 

died as the result of AIDS and related diseases.  Please join us 

for this solemn remembrance. 

Annual Meeting  
is December 11

th
, 2011 

 

The Board of Directors invites all members of the 

congregation to attend this yearôs Annual Meeting, to be held 

at the party room of the Van Ness East Condominium, 2939 

Van Ness Street, NW from 11:30 am ï 1:30 pm on Sunday, 

December 11.  The location is Metro accessible at the Van 

Ness station on the Red line. 

 

We will hear reports from the Rabbi, the President and the 

Treasurer, and vote on the slate of officers and directors as 

put forth by the nominating committee.  I want to extend my 

heartfelt thanks to the Nominating Committee, composed of 

Beverly Nissenbaum as chair, Noah Wofsy and Mindy 

Gasthalter. 

 

I hope to see everybody on December 11th! 

 

Bôshalom, 

Sarajane Garten 
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Bet Mishpachah Communications 

This newsletter is published monthly by Bet Mishpachah, P.O. 

Box 1410, Washington, DC 20013.  Articles must be received 

by the first Tuesday of the month prior to publication and 

should be sent to news-editor@betmish.org.  The newsletter is 

sent to members, donors, and various organizations.  For a 

three-month trial subscription, write to office@betmish.org.  

To advertise in our newsletter, contact  

advertise@betmish.org.   

The congregation also publishes ATCBM, the electronic 

bulletin board of Bet Mishpachah, which contains late-

breaking congregational news, as well as other Jewish and/or 

GLBT news that cannot be printed in this newsletter. We 

maintain a website at www.betmish.org with synagogue 

information and links to other Websites of interest.  

Information contained in any of our publications may be 

reprinted without permission, but acknowledgment of the 

source is required.  Direct any questions about our editorial or 

advertising policies to communications@betmish.org. 

 

Shabbat Services  

Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at 8:30 

pm and the second and fourth Saturdays of every month at 

10:00 am at the District of Columbia Jewish Community 

Center (DCJCC), 16 and Q Streets, NW.  Sign Language 

interpretation is available by request to sign@betmish.org with 

a minimum of two weeks notice.  Any changes to this regular 

schedule will appear on our website (www.betmish.org), in the 

monthôs printed calendar, and/or in our electronic bulletin 

board ATCBM.  

Enter the DCJCC building on Friday nights through the Q 

Street door.  You will be buzzed in by our shammas.  Shabbat 

worship will be in the DCJCC Kay Community Hall, on the 

right as you enter.  A parking lot is available behind the 

DCJCC and may be entered from Q Street.  It has 

approximately 20 spaces, including one designated for disabled 

drivers.  Additionally, on Sunday through Thursday nights (but 

not on Fridays), the DCJCC operates a shuttle between its 

building and the Q Street entrance to the Dupont Circle 

Metrorail station. 

 

Donations 

To make a donation to our congregation, please send it to Bet 

Mishpachah, Department 0520,Washington, D.C. 20073-0520.  

 

Mishpachah Matters Staff 

Newsletter Editor ð Alex Carter 

Design/Layout ð Amy Heffernan, AL Heffernan & Assoc. 

Proofreaders ð Mindy Gasthalter, Elke Martin,  

and Martin Robinson  

Transliteration Consultant ð Scott Reiter 

Electronic Newsletter Subscription 

 

Do you want to receive Mishpachah Matters electronically and 

in living color, while saving the synagogue money?  Send an 

email to pdfnews-subscribe@betmish.org.  Include all the 

email addresses where you would like to receive the electronic 

newsletter and your mailing address, as you will no longer 

need the paper version. 

 

Address, Phone, Email Changes 

 

Send your name and old and new information to  

address-change@betmish.org.  

 

ATCBM Subscription  

 

If you wish to receive ATCBM, our electronic announcements 

about events at Bet Mishpachah and of interest to the Jewish 

GLBT community, please send an email to 

secretary@betmish.org with óATCBMô in the subject line and 

the email address where you would like to receive mail. 

 

ATCBM Item Submission  

 

Email your item in the body of an email (no attachments) for 

ATCBM Submissions to atcbm@betmish.org.  

 

Bikur Cholim ð We Care About You  

 

We want to provide the support and comfort our members need 

during a difficult time.  If you become ill or hospitalized, or 

suffer a loss, or know of a member who has, please let us 

know.  You can email bikur-cholim@betmish.org. 

 

Death Notices, Bereavement Services 

 

If you are in need of bereavement services or to announce a 

death in your family, email bereavement@betmish.org.  

 

To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event 

 

Email the date, space needs, and number of expected attendees 

to calendar@betmish.org. 

 

To Sponsor an Oneg Shabbat or Kiddush 

 

Send an email to oneg@betmish.org, with the date youôd like 

to sponsor, and the occasion. 

 

Bet Mishpachahôs Affiliations  
 

Bet Mishpachah is a member of:  Network of Independent 

Jewish Communities and Havurot; Jewish Community Council 

of Greater Washington; World Congress of GLBT Jews:  

Keshet Gaôavah; Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of 

Greater Washington; and Celebration of the Spirit Coalition. 

mailto:news-editor@betmish.org
mailto:office@betmish.org
mailto:advertise@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org
mailto:communications@betmish.org
mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org
http://www.alheffernan.com/index.htm
mailto:pdfnew-subscribe@betmish.org
mailto:address-change@betmish.org
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:atcbm@betmish.org
mailto:bikur-cholim@betmish.org
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
mailto:calendar@betmish.org
mailto:oneg@betmish.org


Mishpachah Matters Kislev - Tevet 5772/December 2011      Page 3 

Rabbiôs Column 
By Rabbi Toby Manewith  
 

A video has been making its way around the internet over the 

past couple of weeks.  First broadcast on CBS News five 

years ago, itôs a human interest story about a young man with 

autism.  The boy, a devoted sports fan, had been serving 

tirelessly as the manager for his high school basketball team.  

As a reward for his hard work, in the kind of plot line usually 

reserved for the Hallmark Channel, the coach allowed him to 

suit up for the last game of the season, just to see what it was 

like to sit on the bench in a uniform. 

 

And then, of course, he was allowed to play, with four 

minutes left in the game.  He had a shaky start, missing the 

first two shots he put up.  But then hit a three-pointer (the 

basketball equivalent of a homerun or a hole-in-one).  And 

then he hit five more.  The crowd went wild.  Even the 

opposing team.  After his last basket, when the buzzer rang 

indicating the end of the game, the crowd rushed the floor 

and he was carried out on shoulders. 

 

Itôs hard not to tear up as I type.  A kid who was thrilled just 

to be part of things, who was happy serving the team for the 

love of the game, was now playing the part of the hero. 

 

But as I was watching the video, I was consumed with 

another emotion:  indignation.  Hitting one three point shot 

could be chalked up to luck.  Hitting six is another matter 

altogether.  And before your mind allows you to think that 

the other team was taking it easy on him, it doesnôt appear 

from the video that they were.  And, even if they werenôt 

trying too hard to block his shots, getting a ball into a hoop 

from three point range, repeatedly, isnôt easy.  

 

Itôs wonderful that his teammates and his coach and even the 

fans in the stands were jubilant over his success.  But I canôt 

help but wonder if anyone thought to give him a chance 

before that game.  If anyone stopped for a few minutes during 

a practice, and gave this kid who so obviously and 

enthusiastically loved the game and its players a chance to 

join a scrimmage or be part of a drill.  They might have seen 

that he was capable of more than fetching water or picking up 

sweat-soaked towels.  

 

We post and forward these types of videos because they 

make us feel good.  Because doing so implies that if we had 

been there we would have celebrated, that when faced with 

the opportunity, we would have let the kid play. 

 

We learn in Pirke Avot, Ethics of the Sages (4:27):  ñDonôt 

look at a vessel, rather whatôs contained inside of it.ò  We 

learned as children not to judge a book by its cover.  I think 

that, individually, weôre pretty good at following the advice 

of these adages.  On average, our congregants have borne the 

brunt of surface judgments.  It makes us, collectively, more 

sensitive. 

 

But Iôm not sure weôre all the way there yet.  At the beginning 

of my tenure, I was tasked with increasing membership.  Of 

course, if itôs to be successful, this needs to be a collective 

effort.  But when asked what demographic we might target for 

membership, there are many opinions about why one group or 

another wouldnôt be a good fit.  And members of some groups, 

such as transgendered persons, have felt alienated in the past, 

suggesting that opinions were formed based on the way they 

identify, not on their individual character. 

 

Even more so, Iôm not sure weôre clear as a community as to 

what weôd like people to see in us when they take a deeper 

look.  Being known solely as the GLBT congregation is 

somewhat akin to being known as the autistic student.  But we, 

and he, can be described by far more than one characteristic.   

 

As our celebration of our 36th year comes to a close, we need 

to look beyond our roots, let people see that we can shoot some 

three pointers if given the chance, and bring some people into 

the game even if theyôre not the most likely players.  As a 

member-driven congregation, itôs up to you to choose how 

weôre known and who weôre going to let play.  Though Iôm 

happy to do my part, if we canôt see beyond simple labels, 

those weôve given ourselves and ascribed to others, weôll 

remain stagnant. 

Double Chai  Anniversary Concert 
December 16

th
, 2011 

 

Please join us on December 16, when the choir will present a 

gala concert following Shabbat services, celebrating the 

congregationôs Double Chai Anniversary. 

 

Several choir alumni have made plans to join in the festivities, 

which will also mark Michael Resnickôs final performance 

with the choir before he takes a sabbatical after 20 years of 

directing Tachôshitim. 

 

In addition, several pieces of Jewish-themed artwork that have 

been donated to the congregationartwork will be on display 

and available for purchase.  No money will change hands on 

Shabbat, but arrangements can be made that evening for 

purchase at a later time. 

 

Our services will be held in the JCC Theatre, with a kosher 

Oneg Shabbat following in the 16th Street Lobby.  
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Community News?  Let Us Know!  
 

Did you get a promotion?  Has a new niece or nephew arrived 

lately?  Did you solve the entire Sunday New York Times 

crossword, in ink?  Send any cause for a mazel tov to news-

editor@betmish.org. 

Congregational Service Award 
Nominees Sought  
 

This year, the annual Congregational Service Awards will be 

given at a celebratory congregational dinner at the DCJCC on 

Friday March 16th, 2012.  

 

The Dace Stone Volunteer of the Year Award, named for our 

fellow congregant Dace Stone (zòl), a distinguished social 

worker and GLBT and AIDS activist, recognizes a 

congregational member who has made outstanding 

contributions to Bet Mishpachah. 

 

The Harvey Milk Chesed Award, named for GLBT activist and 

openly gay San Francisco City Council member assassinated in 

1978, recognizes an individual, member or nonmember, who 

has made outstanding contributions to the wider GLBT and 

Jewish communities of which Bet Mishpachah is a part. 

 

Please send your nominations, with a one-page statement 

describing the accomplishments and contributions of the 

nominee, to Mike Goldstein at secretary@betmish.org.  The 

deadline for nominations to be considered is January 5th, 2012. 

Whatôs This? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scan it with a QR code reader on your 

smartphone and find out! 

Web:  www.betmish.org 

Facebook:  http://on.fb.me/

BetMishpachah 

Twitter:  twitter.com/betmish 

Email:  office@betmish.org 

Basking in the Glow  
of the Candles  
December 23

rd
, 2011 

 

It is a tradition at Bet Mishpachah that, on the Friday 

night of Chanuka, we come together as a family and 

light chanukiot (menorahs) at the start of Friday night  

services.  This year, our communal candle lighting 

extravaganza is on Friday night, December 23.  We 

encourage everyone coming to services on that Friday 

night to bring their chanukia, and we will all light 

candles together.  Friday night services begin at 8:00 

pm at the DCJCC, 16th St. and Q St. NW.  Come bask 

in the glow of everyoneôs Chanuka candles, and the 

glow of our Erev Shabbat service, to cast off winterôs 

darkness. 

Traditional Film and Food on 
December 25

th
  

 

In ñFiddler on the Roof,ò Tevye exclaimed in song, 

ñTradition! Tradition!ò at Bet Mishpachah, some 

traditions are almost sacrosanct.  One of the ones a lot 

of us hold dear is going out to a movie followed by 

Chinese food on December 25.  

 

Once again, Jack and Charlie will be organizing our 

annual film and fortune cookie outing.  As we get 

closer to December 25th, watch for ATCBMs with 

information on what movie, which movie theater and 

where we will dessert on fortune cookies.  

 

Since this is also the 6th night of Chanuka, sometime 

during the course of our meal a chanukia will 

magically appear, and we will light candles for the 

holiday.  If you are interested in joining your Bet 

Mishpachah family on this annual outing, please email 

Jack and Charlie at jmhcss@verizon.net. 

Pesach , already?  
 

Yes!  If you think you would be interested in attending a 

congregationally-sponsored first night seder, please let Mary 

Arras know at vpc@betmish.org.  When we have a rough head 

count of interest, we will work on a suitable plan. 

mailto:news-editor@betmish.org
mailto:news-editor@betmish.org
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:jmhcss@verizon.net
mailto:vpc@betmish.org
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Francis Sejersted, Chairman of the 

Norwegian Nobel Committee, said the 

following during the award 

presentation ceremony: 

 

The three prize-winners are all 

in positions in which they have 

power to intervene in the course 

of events.  But their positions 

are also exposed.  Despite that, 

they have used them to attempt 

together to change the direction 

of developments, to break out 

of the vicious circle of hatred 

and violence, and to point out a 

path to reconciliation.  As 

leaders they represent and 

mobilise [sic] the longing for 

peace which of course exists in 

both peoples.  The past cannot 

be forgotten, but one can take 

various attitudes to it.  One can 

choose to live in its shadow, or 

to make use of its experience to 

build a better future. 

 

The situation is still full of 

tension, marked by violence, 

killings, and insecurity, and 

stability is still far to seek.  

Nevertheless, our laureates 

have not only shown that a road 

to reconciliation can be found, 

but also very bravely taken 

several steps down that road.  It 

is in admiration of that effort, 

and in the hope that the process 

they have started will continue, 

that they are today being 

awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 

 

Viewed in hindsight, we can see that 

the tensions between the Israelis and 

the Palestinians havenôt decreased 

since the prize was awarded, and many 

suggest the situation has deteriorated.  

Still, the hope that pervaded the time is 

inspiring. 

This Month in Jewish History  
By Rabbi Toby Manewith  
 

On December 10,, 1994, Shimon Peres, Yitzhak Rabin, and Yassir Arafat were jointly 

awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.  People criticized the committee (a not-uncommon 

occurrence) for its choice at the time, suggesting that the work of the Oslo accords, 

which inspired the nomination, had not been brought to fruition.  

 

http://www.nobelprize.org/redirect/links_out/prizeawarder.php?from=/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/1994/presentation-speech.html&object=nobelpeaceprize.org&to=http://nobelpeaceprize.org/
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Are YOU Our  
Next Social Action (Co -)Leader?  
 

Is social action/social justice your passion?  We need a volunteer to 

co-chair Bet Mishpachahôs Social Action/Social Justice Committee.  

The other co-chair has already volunteered.  The Committee is 

dynamic, active and committed to tikun olam.  The SA/SJ Committee 

takes the lead on activities including the N St. Village Not Just Food 

Drive at the High Holy Days, collecting donations for the Queen 

Esther Fund at Purim to go to a worthy Jewish or LGBT 

organization, distributing food items to needy families at Passover 

(Project Hope), Labor on the Bima at Shabbat services around Labor 

Day, and more.  If you are interested in volunteering as co-chair 

please contact Board Member-at-Large Jeff Nakrin at 

bmal2@betmish.org.  Thanks very much. 

Bet Mishpachah AIDSWalk Team  
Raises Over $12,000  
By Jack Hillelsohn  
 

Saturday morning, October 29 was cold and rainy, but that did not 

deter the walking and running components of Social Action/Social 

Justice Committeeôs Bet Mishpachah AIDS Walk Team.  Our two 

runners were wet, but proud of their run and our walkers used 

umbrellas and/or ponchos to ward of some of the rain.  As team 

captain, I know our sleepwalkers were very happy to avoid the 

elements.  One thing united all of us, raising money for Whitman-

Walker Health.  With a total team of 19 members, the Social Action/

Social Justice Committeeôs Bet Mishpachah Team raised over 

$12,000.  It was a job well done by everyone! 

The Bet Mishpachah AIDSWalk team is undeterred by rain and cold 

(from left, Jeff Nakrin, Jutta Brettschneider, Vinny Prell, Jack 

Hillelsohn, Andrea Perll, Howard Kurtz, Marlene Cohen, Howard 

Jaffe, Lee Salawitch, and Beverly Nissenbaum). 

The Social Action Social Justice 
Committee Needs Your Input  
ðand You!  
 

The Social Action Social Justice Committee wants 

your suggestions for the 2012 Richard Krampf Fund 

recipients.   

 

Bet Mishpachahôs Richard Krampf Memorial Social 

Action Fund augments the work of the Social Action 

Social Justice (SASJ) Committee, including food 

drives, clothing drives, community service days, and 

more.   

 

Every year, in connection with Purim (a time when 

Jews traditionally perform the mitzva of tzôdaka), the 

Committee selects two organizations as recipients of 

donations from the Fund:  a Jewish organization and 

a Gay/Lesbian/Bi/Trans organization (or a non-

Jewish/non-LGBT organization that provides services 

in areas of concern to the Jewish or LGBT 

community).   

 

Factors the Committee considers include whether the 

organization provides services locally, is a service 

provider (rather than a funds redistributor), has a 

good funds management record, encourages 

recipients to become independent, and if the donation 

will create positive visibility for the synagogue.  Past 

recipients have included COEJL, American Friends 

of the Agudah, Kulanu, Bônai Bôrith Project Hope, 

Food and Friends, Equality Maryland, Lambda Legal 

Defense Fund, Astraea Lesbian Foundation for 

Justice, Jewish Study Center, and Immigration 

Equality.   

 

Please e-mail suggestions to social-

action@betmish.org, no later than December 31, 

2011.  

 

Please also consider a donation to the Krampf Fund, 

so that it can help Bet Mishpachah continue its strong 

tradition of social action and social justice.   

 

If social action and social justice are your passionð

please join the SASJ Committee!  For more 

information, please e-mail social-

action@betmish.org. 

 

Finally, the Committee is still looking for a Co-Chair.  

The other Co-Chair has already volunteered.  If you 

are interested, please contact Board Member-at-Large 

Jeff Nakrin at bmal2@betmish.org. 

 

Thank you for your support of the SASJ Committeeôs 

work for tikun olam!  

mailto:bmal2@betmish.org
mailto:social-action@betmish.org
mailto:social-action@betmish.org
mailto:social-action@betmish.org
mailto:social-action@betmish.org
mailto:bmal2@betmish.org
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2010:  January saw a Scholar-in-Residence Shabbaton with 

Simcha Rafael as Guest Scholar.  In February, a brunch with 

openly gay Imam Daayiee Abdullah took place.  In March , 

members attended the Mautner Project dinner, where CBM 

received the Mautner Project Award.  The first ñAdoption & 

GLBT and the Jewish Worldò class took place in April  and a 

20ôs and 30ôs Shabbat service in May.  ñNight Out at the 

Nationalsò took place in June and the Second Annual Kugel-

Off in July.  Los Angeles hosted the 20th International World 

Conference of GLBT Jews in August.  In September, Bet 

Mish-Mash was rolled out.  óJoyô was selected as the value 

for the coming year in conjunction with CBMôs Double Chai 

celebration in November, and Sarajane Garten was elected 

President at the Annual Meeting in December. 

 

2011:  Alex Carter Received the Dace Stone Volunteer of the 

Year Award and Stuart Kurlander received the Harvey Milk 

Chesed Award in January.  In February, the board voted to 

be a promotional partner with GLOE for the GLOE Purim 

party, and to continue to be a Community Sponsor for Capital 

Pride.  In March , a Jewish music appreciation Shabbat with 

Tachôshitim took place.  April  saw a trip to The National 

Museum of American Jewish History in Philadelphia, and 

May saw another museum tour: ñState of Deceptionò at 

Holocaust Memorial Museum.  The Capital Pride Parade and 

Festival took place in June and permanent name badges were 

rolled out at HHD services in September.   AIDS Walk took 

place in October and erev Shabbat services were moved to 

8:00 pm in November.  The Double Chai Anniversary 

celebration is taking place in December. 

 

The last few months have been quite an experience.  I hope 

that you have learned something about Bet Mishpachah as 

much as I have, and have a better appreciation of the hard 

work that goes into making our congregation what it is.  

There have been many individuals involved over the past 36 

years but a common thread appears in a desire to make Bet 

Mishpachah the best congregation that anyone could want.  If 

experience is any indication, this will continue. 

 

Next month: Iôll think of something. 

From the Archives  
By Joel Wind, Archivist  
 

Since this is our 36th year, I am going through the 

congregationôs archives and pulling together some interesting 

events and activities in the life of Bet Mishpachah.  This 

monthôs column is devoted to the years 2008 - 2011. 

 

2008:  In January, a Beginning Hebrew Class was started 

and a congregational Values Brunch took place in February.  

In March , a Purim Party took place with Nice Jewish Girls/

Boys/Men and GLOE.  In April , the board voted to raise 

dues to $499 and in May, Charlie Stewart received the Dace 

Stone volunteer of the Year Award and Nancy Polikoff 

received the Harvey Milk Chesed Award.  In June, a 

Rabbinic Search Committee was established to find Rabbi 

Saksô replacement as he retires after 18 years as our spiritual 

leader.  September saw a series of Jews in Unexpected 

Places classes.  In October, Rabbi Saks was honored with 

the Jews United for Justice Heschel Vision Award and with 

the World Congress of GLBT Jews Leadership Award.  Elke 

Martin was elected President at the annual meeting in 

December. 

 

2009:  In January, the first phase of the Rabbinic Search 

ended with requirements; phase II began with ads in The 

Jewish Week and The Forward.  March  Madness took place 

over four weekends with four rabbinic candidates trying out; 

Rabbi Toby Manewith was selected to succeed Rabbi Saks.  

In April , a Baltimore Jewish Migration Tour trip took place.  

A Shabbat Service honoring Rabbi Saks and a retirement 

luncheon occurred in June.  Rabbi Manewithôs welcoming 

Shabbat service took place in July at St. Thomas Parish Park.  

The congregation was added to the A to Z Guide to 

Congregations in the DC Area in August.  In September, a 

redesigned website com and a congregational Twitter account 

were rolled out.  Barbara Goldberg received the Dace Stone 

Volunteer of the Year Award and Lee Salawitch received the 

Harvey Milk Chesed Award in November and Elke Marten 

remained as President at the Annual Meeting in December. 
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Thank You  
to Our November Service Leaders  
 

Friday, November 4:  

Rabbi Toby Manewith 

 

Friday, November 11:  

Sarajane Garten and Vinny Prell (Mike Goldstein, darshan) 

 

Saturday, November 12:  

Rabbi Toby Manewith 

 

Friday, November 18:  

Rabbi Toby Manewith 

 

Friday, November 25:  

Sarajane Garten and Jack Hillelsohn (Eva Freund, darshanit) 

 

Saturday, November 26:  

Jeff Burka (Ruth Potts, Torah reading) 

 

Thanks to Our November Oneg 
Shabbat and Kiddush  Luncheon 
Sponsors  
 

We are in desperate need of Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush 

luncheon sponsors for the remainder of 2011 and for all of 

2012.  If you can find it in your heart to sponsor an Oneg 

Shabbat or Kiddush luncheon, please contact Barbara 

Goldberg at oneg@betmish.org or call her at (703) 548-1086. 

 

Friday, November 4: 

Joel & Murray Woldman Oneg Shabbat & Kiddush Fund; 

thanks to Goldy for shopping 

 

Friday, November 11: 

Mike G., to honor all our veterans on Veteranôs Day 

 

Saturday, November 12: 

Andi Kasarsky, in loving memory of her husband,  

Barry McNutt 

 

Friday, November 18: 

Joel Wind, in celebration of Al Munzerôs ñBIGò birthday 

 

Friday, November 25: 

Joel & Murray Woldman Oneg Shabbat & Kiddush Fund; no 

loving sponsor 

 

Saturday, November 26: 

Mark Levine, in celebration of his daughterôs marriage and in 

honor of his children 

 

Please consider sending a donation of Chai ($18) or more to 

bring extended life to the Joel & Murray Woldman Oneg 

Shabbat & Kiddush Fund, established by a generous bequest 

from our beloved member Joel Woldman.  Send donations to 

Bet Mishpachah, Department 0520, Washington, DC 20073-

0520. 

 

mailto:oneg@betmish.org
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Member Birthdays  
 

December 1:  Barry I. Friedman 

December 2:  Miriam R. Eisenstein 

December 4:  Howard Stark, MD 

December 9:  Marc A. Bernstein 

December 12:  Hollis Fleischer 

December 15:  Noel Penney Elliott 

December 15:  Jeffrey Nakrin 

December 17:  Betty 

December 18:  Margy Kohn 

December 28:  Devra Floyd 

December 28:  Loretta Saks 

December 28:  David Steinhorn 

December 29:  Andres Doernberg 

December 30:  Allan Armus 

Member Anniversaries  
 

December 5:  

Susan L. Kirshner & Liora Moriel 

 

December 8:  

Lawrence E. Berman & Thomas Milik 

 

December 10:  

Robert M. Hollis & Donald E. Jewler 

 

December 15:  

Alicia Saffer & Kristina Hatlelid 

 

December 28:  

Barry I. Friedman & C.K. Yim Welcome to Our Newest Members  
 

Brandon Nichols & Brian Parks 

 

Rachel Lindy 

 

Brigitte Wazana 

 

Rachel Grinberg 

Mazel Tov!  
 

To Carol Manheim, on the marriage of her 

son, Ron Kaplan, to Yoni Bock.  Rabbi 

Steven Greenberg officiated. 
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Donations  
 

We appreciate the generosity of our members and friends, and 

recognize them for their support.  Contributions may be made 

at any time during the year.  To make a contribution, send a 

check payable to Bet Mishpachah, to Bet Mishpachah, 

Department 0520,Washington, D.C. 20073-0520.  
 

Member Donations  
 

Operating Fund 

 

] Anonymous, High Holy Days 

] Jeffrey J. Berns, High Holy Days 

] Jerald Goldberg, in appreciation of an inspiring High 

Holy Day season 

] Alvin Stern, High Holy Days 

 

realestatestars.com  

202-364-1300 

EXPERIENCE...THE FIVE STAR DIFFERENCE!  

Iôm thrilled to represent our congregants in 
residential real estate transactions in DC, Maryland 
and Virginia!  To honor my commitment to you and 
to Bet Mishpachah, my team and I will donate $500 
to the Congregation from every sale generated by 
you or your referrals.  I look forward to serving all of 
your real estate needs! 

YOUR MEMBER REALTOR!  
ELYSE WANDER 
202-262-7954 cell  

202-237-8686 office  
elyse@realestatestars.com  

Licensed in DC, MD & VA  

] Charles S. Stewart, for the yartzeit of his partner, 

Rick Collins; for the yartzeit of his mother, Eva 

Bollinger Panell 

] Charles S. Stewart & Jack Hillelsohn, in honor of 

Barbra Goldberg and LySandra Bradyôs 13th 

anniversary 

] Morris Umansky, Yizkor 

] Sarah Yedinsky, in memory of Harry Gasthalter, 

Father of Mindy Gasthalter 

 

Mark Goldfarb Accessibility Fund 

 

] Allan Armus, in honor of the wedding of Yutta 

Brettschneider and Barbara Becker; in memory of 

Wally Gates, father of Bill Gates 

 

Monia Lobo Filho Baruch Fund for Visiting Artists 

 

] Elke Martin, in honor of the wedding of Yutta 

Brettschneider & Barbara Becker; in memory of 

Frank Kameny; in memory of Wally Gates, father 

of Bill Gates 

 

Joel and Murray Woldman Oneg & Kiddush Fund 

 

] Jerald Goldberg, in honor of the 70th birthday of 

Al Munzer 

 

Non-Member Donations  
 

Operating Fund 

 

] Anonymous (24), High Holy Days 

] Andrew Abrams, High Holy Days 

] Neil Aronson, M.D. & Evelyn Aronson, M.D., 

High Holy Days, in thanks for a beautiful Yom 

Kippur service 

] David A. Azulay, High Holy Days 

] Cookie Backelman, High Holy Days 

] Laura Beckerman, High Holy Days 

] Dawn Bernstein, High Holy Days 

] Florene Bernstein & Sandor Bernstein, High Holy 

Days, in honor of Marc Bernstein and Jeff Burka 

] Helene Bloom, High Holy Days  

(Continued on page 12) 
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] Eric Braverman, High Holy Days 

] Lauren J. Brownstein, High Holy Days 

] Ronen Capelouto, High Holy Days 

] Liz Cook, High Holy Days 

] Sheyna Dorfman, High Holy Days 

] Andrea Friedman, High Holy Days 

] Merrick Garb, High Holy Days 

] Dahna Goldstein, High Holy Days  

] Rhonda Goodman, High Holy Days 

] Sami Holtz, High Holy Days 

] Alex Jackson Nelson & Tamal Jackson Nelson, High 

Holy Days 

] Robin Katcher, High Holy Days 

] Rachel Kaye, High Holy Days, in honor of the Bet 

Mishpachah Choir 

Donations  
(Continued from page 11) 

] Marcia B. Kuntz & Laura Esquivel, High Holy Days 

] Amy Levin, High Holy Days 

] Laurie Mazur, High Holy Days 

] Jon Monger, High Holy Days 

] Jonathan Needle, High Holy Days 

] Pam Perll & Nat Perll, High Holy Days 

] Gary L. Phillips, High Holy Days 

] Neil Plotnick, High Holy Days 

] Craig Pollack, High Holy Days 

] Johanna Potts, High Holy Days 

] David Pressman, High Holy Days 

] Robert Raben, High Holy Days 

] Melissa Schraibman, High Holy Days 

] Emily Shacter, High Holy Days 

] Elisa Shapiro, High Holy Days 
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Member Yartzeits  
 

Announced on Friday, December 2 

 

 Bertram Allman December 2 Grandfather of Beth Cohen 

 Harry Neff December 3 Grandfather of Larry Neff 

 Joe Lepgold December 3 Teacher and Friend of Alex Carter 

 Adolf Kislev 8 Father of M. Cecilia 

 Florette Fisher December 4 Cousin of Gail Tannenbaum 

 Irwin Cohen December 4 Father of Beth Cohen 

 Jason Todd Stelling December 4 Beloved Friend of Karl Schwartz 

 Hyman Kesser December 5 Grandfather of Gail Tannenbaum 

 Leona Cross December 5 Mother of Belinda Cross 

 Ronald Rosenberg December 5 Uncle of Hollis Fleischer 

 Ben Wilfred Liff December 6 Father of Diane Liff 

 Libbye Silber Sneider December 6 Mother of Fran Sneider 

 Toba Esther Steinberg Armus Kislev 11 Grandmother of Allan Armus 

 Mary Prell Kislev 12 Grandmother of Vinny Prell 

 Rose Gasthalter December 8 Grandmother of Mindy Gasthalter 

 Bess Davidow December 8 Aunt of Marcia Levy 

 Aaron Apelberg Kislev 12 Grandfather of Eytan Apelberg 

 Rose Richter Handel December 8 Grandmother of Stephanie Handel 

 Fanny Garten Kislev 12 Grandmother of Sarajane Garten 

 

Announced on Friday, December 9 and Saturday, December 10 

 

 Tilly Martin December 9 Mother of Elke Martin, Mother-in-Law of Eva Freund 

 Harry Berman Kislev 14 Grandfather of Larry Berman 

 Will Booker December 10 Member of Bet Mishpachah 

 Halina Wind Preston Kislev 16 Aunt of Joel Wind 

 Seymour Kingsley December 12 Grandfather of Seymour Stern 

 Isaac Sheinbein December 12 Father of Isaac Sheinbein 

 David M. Green Kislev 16 Member & President of Bet Mishpachah, Partner of Martin Less 

 Adolfo Mandel December 12 Father of Michael Mandel 

 Miryam Tsviah Fogel Kislev 16 Great Aunt of Mark Weinberg 

 Fanny Budaszewitz Kislev 17 Mother of Philip Budashewitz 

 Daniela Andrea Mandel December 14 Mother of Michael Mandel 

 Stanley Resnick Kislev 18 Uncle of Michael Resnick 

 Stewart Berg December 14 Cousin of Annabel Kramer 

 Leon Cohen Kislev 19 Father of Marlene Cohen 

 Yechiel Mechel Pinsel Kislev 20 Great Grandfather of Mark Weinberg 

Announced on Friday, December 16 

 

 Solomon Weissman December 16 Grandfather of Jeffrey Kahn 

 Ted Goldfarb December 16 Father-in-law of Allan Armus 

 Julius Lipshitz December 17 Uncle of Stephanie Handel 

(Continued on page 14) 
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 Sylvia Salawitch December 17 Mother of Lee Salawitch 

 Marion Randolf Panell December 17 Step-Father of Charles Stewart 

 Anne Grossman Kislev 22 Grandmother of Joseph Pomper 

 Bill Lemen December 18 Partner of Tom Sachs 

 Edward Singer December 18 Father of Michael Singer 

 Joachim Martin December 19 Father of Elke Martin 

 Wilhelm Martin December 19 Grandfather of Elke Martin 

 Gitl Krakofsky December 19 Great-Aunt of Judy Barlas, after whom she was named 

 Leah Witcyzk Kislev 24 Grandmother of Barrett Brick 

 Lillian Kornfeld Kislev 24 Grandmother of Howard Menaker 

 Karl David Schwartz December 20 Grandfather of Karl Schwartz 

 Ida Tortorello December 21 Aunt of Morris Umansky 

 Lilian Jaco December 21 Grandmother of Tom Sachs 

 Elizabeth Nissenbaum Kislev 27 Grandmother of Beverly Nissenbaum 

 

Announced on Friday, December 23 and Saturday, December 24 

 

 Jeffrey Stark December 23 Brother of Howard Stark 

 Helen Kropf Kislev 28 Mother of Barry Kropf 

 Harry Friedman Kislev 28 Grandfather of Barry Friedman 

 Charles Kramer December 26 Grandfather of Annabel Kramer 

 Bernard Myers December 27 Member of Bet Mishpachah 

 Dr. David Lasky Tevet 2 Lover and friend of Stuart Sotsky 

 Edith Protigal December 28 Aunt of Paul Entis 

 Max Ross Brenner December 28 Nephew of Daniel Brenner 

 Sherwood Kahn December 28 Father of Jeffrey Kahn 

 Leo Dickson Tevet 3 Uncle of Stuart Sotsky 

 Goldie Lev Neff December 29 Mother of Larry Neff 

 

Announced on Friday, December 30 

 

 Howard Edwards January 1 Member of Bet Mishpachah 

 Mac Lev January 1 Grandfather Heidi Pasichow 

 Sadie Kramer January 1 Grandmother of Annabel Kramer 

 Phil Moss January 1 Member of Bet Mishpachah 

 Alan Roberts January 1 Founding Member of Bet Mishpachah 

 Ben Parker January 2 Uncle of Betty M. 

 Louis L. Kaplan Tevet 7 Grandfather of Ruth Potts 

 Elinor Carlton January 3 Mother of Patricia Carlton 

 Marty Lisberger January 4 Friend of Ruth Potts 

 Ronnie Rose Cohen January 4 Mother of Larry Ira Cohen 

 Robert Breeze January 5 Partner of Charles Stewart 

 Max Kaplan January 5 Grandfather of Jocelyn Kaplan 

Member Yartzeits  
(Continued from page 13) 
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DIRECTORY 
 

Rabbi Toby Manewith ............................................. 202/870-3144 ........... rabbi@betmish.org 

Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus ...................................... 301/864-1240 ........... rabbibob@betmish.org 

Administrator:  Larry Ferri .......................................  ................................. office@betmish.org 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

President:  Sarajane Garten ................................... 571/217-2403  .......... president@betmish.org 

VP for Religious Affairs:  Jack Hillelsohn ................ 301/927-5980 ........... vpra@betmish.org 

VP for Membership:  Matthew Gonzales ................. 202/518-5488 ........... vpm@betmish.org 

VP for Administration:  Marlene Cohen  .................. 202/362-9479 ........... administration@betmish.org 

VP for Communications:  Mary Arras ...................... 202/374-4049 ........... vpc@betmish.org 

Secretary:  Mike Goldstein  .....................................  ................................. secretary@betmish.org 

Treasurer:  Allan Armus .......................................... 703/525-4261 ........... treasurer@betmish.org 

Board Members -at-Large  
 
Board Member for Educational and Social Affairs:  
Michael Singer ........................................................ 202/546-1394 ........... bmal1@betmish.org 
 

Board Member for Congregational Affairs: 

Jeff Nakrin ...............................................................  ................................. bmal2@betmish.org 
 

Board Member for Community Affairs: 

Paul Entis ................................................................  ................................. bmal3@betmish.org 
 

COMMITTEE CONTACTS 
 
Bereavement Support:  Beverly Nissenbaum ......... 202/363-6246 ........... bereavement@betmish.org 

Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick):  Elke Martin   ........  ................................. bikur-cholim@betmish.org 

Book Readersô Group:  Charlie Stewart .................. 301/699-9248 ........... bookgroup@betmish.org 

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator:  Barbara Goldberg ...... 703/548-1086 ........... oneg@betmish.org 

Rabbinic Liaison Committee:  Sue Silber ................ 301/565-2673 ........... rlc@betmish.org 

Sign Interpretation Scheduling:  Sarah Blattberg ....  ................................. sign@betmish.org 

Social Action/Social Justice:   .................................  ................................. social-action@betmish.org 
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